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THE 

HISTORY 

O F T H E 

ARABIANS 

Under the Government of the 

CALIPHS. 

ABUL ABBAS SAFFAH. 
The TWENTIETH CALIPH. 

THE Dynafly of the Abaffians waSABULABBAs, 
equally remarkable for its long du- Hegyra 134* 
ration, and the eminent men it pro^ ^^' ^' 752* 
duced ; but more efpecially, on account of 
the great progrefs made by the princes of 
that auguft houfe in the arts and fciences. 
-The AbafSans^ in general, had the repu- 
:tation of being learned men. The Om- 
miyans, on the contrary, were for the moft 
part very ignorant, and fhewed little regard 
for literature : They were acquainted with 
no bppk but the Koran, and deemed aH 
others to be ufelefs, and even daagerous. 

The Abaffians derived their Mme from Origin of th« 
Abbas, Mahomqt's uncle. The great Abaffians. 

Vol, III. B grand- 
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2 The HISTORY of 

Abul Abbas, graijdfon of Abbas, lyho was alfo called 
Hegyrai34. Mahomet, : or Mohammed, was the firft 

Qh^ aer. 752. . ^ , : . • 1 r 

that attempted to recover his nghts from 

the Ommiyans, whom he ufed to. call 
ufurpers of the Caliphate. His example 
was followed by three of Kis^ cWldren, to 
wit, Ibrahtfti, Abul Abbas, and Abu Gf- 
afFer, who were fucceflively proclaimed Ca- 
liphs, but with more or lefs folemnity, ac- 
cording to times and circumftances. Ibra- 
him, as has b^en obferved, yras recog- 
nized only by a fmall number of his adhe- 
rents ; infomuch, that tho' as far as in them 
lay, they bdlowed the crown on him, yet 
' be had more the appearance of a* candidate 
for the throije,. than an aftual fovereign* 
Abul Abbas, his brodier, iuccecdcd him, 
and was, like Ibrahim, proclaimed in part 
of Arabia ; but he enjoyed no confiderabic 
dure of power tiU the death of Merwan ; 
for great part of the Arabians, ehhcr thro' 
fear, or die aflkdlion they iiill entertained 
for the Ommiyans, dared not openly ao 
knowlege him. 

But &ngs afiiimed a new face immediate- 
ly after Merwan'8 death. Abul Abbas was 
feated on the throne } his brother GiafFer 
iucceeded him, and tranfhiitted die crown 
to the princes of his race, and they £^rmed 
the fanaoas Dynaily of the Abaffianc, whofc 
hiftory I am about to write. 
A6ti1 A^baf So foon as Abdoliah had received certain 
p^??^ intelligence of Merwan's defeat in Mgypt, 

he 
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he caufed Abul Abbas, his nephew, to be ^"^''^""*'* 
proclaimed as lawful Caliph of the Mufful- ^^SJ"* '34- 
mtm. The Ommiyans, and their lollow- 
icrs, far from oppofing a ftep which muft 
certainly blaft all the hopes of their family, 
were iirtejat only on Staking meafures for 
their own fafety. AbdoUah was dlfo con- Abdollahtakes 
triving. means to prevent any of them f^^^^^ft^^l^^^ 
efcaping him j and the better to fucceed in ommiyans, ^ 
hia defigns, he ftrove to free them from their 
fedr$ and apprehenfions. He fhewed great 
regard to fuch as appeared devoted to them 5 
and the more circdlually to deceive them^ 
he caufed an adl of grace to be pnblifhed^ in ' 
the Cahph's name, for all the Ommiyans 
who fhould appear before hinl, and take the 
oaths of allegiance to the new Caliph : Mfe 
then gave out that they might reft content- 
ed; that there would be no eiiquiries of 
profecutions ; and that, indeed, there could 
be no better expedient found out, for putting 
an end to the (fiviiions which h^ fo long 
prevailed, to the great detriment of the 
mufTuIman ftate. 

As it was highly advantageous to the Om- 
miyafts, to ftay in a country wher^ all ^eir 
property lay^ and in which were all their 
conne<Stions, they, widi the greateft readi- 
nefs, embraced Abdolkh's offer, and troft- 
ing to his promifes, they appeared at the 
time and place appointed fot adminiftring 
the oaths* 

B a The 
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Abul Abbas. . ' The treacherous AbdoUah, highly pleafed 
Ch^ ^^t ^^^ ^^ fuccefs of the cruel fhare he had 
laid> appeared at the meeting with a coun- 
tenance that feemed to promife only peace 
and union, and gave the Ommiyans a very 
gracious reception : but whilft he was pre- 
paring to tender the oaths, a party of Ibl- 
diers, appointed for the purpofc, drew up 
behind the Ommiyans, who formed a ring 
round Abdollah ; and at a iignal agreed on» 
each foldier fmote the prince that flood be- 
fore him with his mace : one of them only 
cfcaping the maffacrc; who, after a long pe- 
regrination, took refuge in Spain, where he 
formed a new Dynaffy of the Ommiyans. 
. Immediately after this horrid execution, 
the foldiers put to the fword a great number 
of MufTulmen, who were known to be de- 
voted to the houfe of Ommiyah ; and Ab* 
doUah having put an end to the {laughter^ 
completed his barbarous cruelty, by the 
horrid entertainment he had provided. 
^^A% ^Ab ^^ caufed the bodies of the Ommiyans^ 
doUahtothcWho had been knocked down by the fol- 
Ommiyans- diers, to be laid clofc by each other, and co- 
vered with boards, over which he ordered 
carpets to be laid, and upoa this kind of 
floor he gave a grand entertainment to the 
chief officers of his troops, whom he in- 
vited, he faid, that they might have the 
pleafure of hearing the dying groans of the 
Ommiyans -, many of whom were not kil- 
. '.' led 
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led by the blow they had received, but were Abul Abbas. 
crufhed to death by the weight of thofe^^^^34- 
who were prefent at this (hocking banquet. 

AbdoUah was not fatisfied with this cruel 
butchery; he vented his rage on the tombs 
of the Ommiyan Caliphs. He caufed their 
dead, bodies to be digged up, part of which 
were thrown on dunghills, and others 
hung on the gallows. The body of Oniar 
the fecond, firnamed Abdolaziz, was indeed 
Ipared. AbdoUah entertained a great ve- 
neration for the virtues of that Caliph, and 
ordered his tomb to remain untouched. 

Such wa& the beginning of the reign of Hegyra 135. 
Abul Abbas, to whom they gave the fir- ^^- *^- 75^ 
name of SafFah, that is, Sheddcr of Blood: 
though that Caliph was not accufed of having 
any fhare in the cruel maflacre of the Om- 
iniyans 3 the whole blame "of it being im- 
puted to AbdoUah. However, it is agreed 
on all hands, that Abul Abbas was indebt- 
ed to the fanguinary proceedings of that 
prince, for the great tranquillity which pre- 
vailed in the muffulmani empire, during the 
fhort time he pofleffed the throne. He dif- 
pofed of dl pofts and employments with 
defpotic authority, and no man dared evea 
to complain. In this diftribution, Abdol- 
lah had the moft confiderable fhare ; and 
the new Caliph took every opportunity of 
convincing him of his gratitude, for having 
procured for him one of the greateft king- 
doms iDk tfeic univerfe. 

B 3^ This 
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AfeuL Abbas. This princc had great reafon to exj>c6t a 
Hegyra 135. j^j^g ^j^^ happy feign. He was then in the 

Ch.aer.753. .^ /• Vr "^ 1 . . rt- • t /» 

prime or life; his conratution was robuft, 
and his conduft very regular. It is related, 
that as he one day viewed himfelf in the 
glafs, and obferved his eafy fhape, his 
beauteous features, and his florid and youth- 
ful countenance, he was heard on a fudden 
to break out into a moft fcnfiblc reflexion 
upon the inftability of thofe perfeftions : 
" Lord," cried he, lifting his eyes to hea- 
ven, " I will not fay, like Soliman the young 
Caliph of Damafcus, the Son of Abdol- 
melik, I am the king of youth : but I will 
befeech thee, O God ! only to preferve my 
life, that I may ferve thee -, and to beftow 
on me no other gift but the blefling of 
health." 

It may be collefted from this petition, 
that the Caliph was apprehenfive he fhould 
not enjoy the bleffing he fo highly valued. 
It is related on this fubjedt, that Abul Abbas 
happening one day to liften to the convcr- 
fation of his flaves, who w^ere ij)eaking 
very loud in the anti-chamber ; he found 
the difcourfe turned upon the imprudence 
in laying any great ftrefs on youth : one of . 
them, who was about five years younger 
than his companions, obferved, that the 
difference in point of age was a trifle, and 
that befides, death feized both young and 
old without difti»<^ion. Though Ais re- 
flexion was nothing more Aari common, 

: yet 
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yet it m?ide a deep impreflion upon the -A»«^-*»»a»* 

young Caliph; and he owned to one of his 5^* '^5- 

friendfe> to ^om. he uiually impaatcd his ^''^^^ 

moft fecret thoughts, that the convcrfation 

had gready afFd^d jiini ; t;hat jbeiiad ever 

fince had a fatal apprehenfion of the fhort 

time he h^ to live; and that it feeoied as 

if he had heard rfj0 Sov^reiga difpenfer of 

Hfe and d«fith prpaptunce the festence oj^ 

the approaching period of his reign, and o^ 

• This prin« was foon aft^rwafi^s feized^^y^M^- 
with Ae fin^l-pox; the idea^ 1\^ b^ formed •*''?54* 
&at he fliould die of ihsA difteii>^> ren- 
dered it more ckng^ou$ : acid^ natwith- 
Aaadro^ att their attempts tareedver him^, 
tbe young Cal^h dsedf being then namare . 
1;hasi eighteen years t^d. Authors difi^er m 
epmon touching: his ofispring : foBie fay he 
had a fon, named Mufa, wliio had a fon^ 
<railed Mz.; and that a par^ afterwaf ds arofe 
and. atteo^Aed to iet the latcer pa the throne* 
Others aflbt, that Abul Abb^ left noehil- 
isvtit and idiat no other diiputes happened 
towdbiiig the Caliphate, ^an thofe which 
wttecawfedBy .fld^oHah, wh^n Abu Giaf- 
&r was prodhumed Caliph in his brother's 
ftead . 

£1 Makine relates, that this Caliph was 
tibistyr^twor ycaxtr and a^ half eld,; and ^ak 
beldEttwochihireiis ajbn, named M^o^ 
iwoty asida^ daughter, caUeid.Rabet^. 

\1 B4. . ABU. 
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AlmanzDh.' 
Hegyrai36. 

^""'"^ ABU GIAFFER ALMANZOR. 
The tWENTY-FIRST CALIPH. 
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BU GiafFer, firnamcd Almanzor; that 
is to fay Vidlorious, fucceeded his 
brother in the Caliphate j but he firft met 
with great oppofition. 

This prince had been appointed conduc- 
tor of a caravan of pilgrims, who were go-- 
ing to Mecca, and was on the road to that 
place, when advice was brought him of the 
death of Abul Abbas. The famous Abu 
Muflim being then in company with Al- 
manzor, he forthwith fent him to Cufah, 
with orders to proclaim him in that city, 
and to tender- the oath of fealty to the gran- 
dws and people. 

But whilft he was taking meafures to get 
poffeflion of a dignity that belonged to him, 
he was greatly furprifed to hear that he had 
a formidable opponent in Syria, who was 
refolvcd to difpute with him tor the crown. 
Abdoiiah This dangcrous rival was Abddlah ;. the 

w\or ^^^ who had fo lately fixed the Abaffians 
Caliphate, on the throne, after having deftroyed the 
houfe of Ommiyah. That fanious cap- 
tain, who had taken fo much pains, and 
Ihed fo much blood, to fecure royal dignity 
for his* nephews, on the. death of Abul Ab- 
bas^ fuddenly changed his mind. Blinded 

Z by 
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by ambition, he formed pretenfions to thV^i'**^'*^^^*- 
iiipreme dignity, and thinking himfelfwor-^^^y^ '36- 
thy to poffefs what he had acquired by his ' ^' ^^^ 
valour, and exploits, boldly aflerted he had 
a ri^t to the crown. 

Before he began to carry his defigns into Afferts the 
execution, he attempted to overthrow the^^^^^**^ 
opinion that had prevailed ever fince the 
Ommiyans began to reign, touching the 
fuceeffion to the Caliphate. He fhewed, ^ , 

that in the beginning the fovereignty was 
elective, and that it had been always carried 
by a majority of votes. He agreed, that 
fince the time of Mpawiyah the firft, the 
fucceflion had been hereditary ; but his right 
could not be thereby afFedted : for though 
he fhould admit the rule, (which however 
he had many of the ftrongefl: objedions to) 
it muil at the fame time be obferved, that 
the fucceflion was hereditary only in refpedt 
to the Caliph and his iflue^ and did not ex- 
tend to the brothers of fuch as had pof* 
feiied the throne. 

AbdoUah's reafoning was fupported by 
yery ftrong and.evideiit proofs: and, in*- 
deed, it could not be pretended that the 
right of fucceflion had been confined to the 
dired: line, fince a father had often left 
the crown to his brother, preferably to his 
own Ion. 

. Thefe examples were very frequent during 
the Dynafty of the Ommiyans j and Ab- 
4oUah eafily drew conclufions from them to 

his 
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Ai^MAirad*. Iiis own advantage: he therefore alledg--^ 
^5««3^- cd, tKat as the Caliph had not appointed 
«^-754- ^ fucceifor, the right of ekdtion recurred 
to the people^ and that even they, who 
were friends to an hereditary fucceiiion, 
might V9^I1 dedare in his favour; for^as^ he 
was of the houfe of Ahbas, m eleding him$ 
they woidd by no means infringe the law9 
which had been in force ever fince theOm^ 
miyans poffcffed the throne. 

But Abdollah did not reft his claim upon 
this argument alone : he railed forces, and 
made preparatiofis to fnpport his preten^ 
Sons in a manner much more ef^aeious 
than all the proofs he could poffiUy hav6 
colle^ed. His chara<Ser, his experience, 
hf9 bravery^ and even his cruelty, concurred 
in gaining him followers; and many, who 
were not in the leaft well-wifhers to hk 
caufe, chcrfe rather to join him, than to run 
the rifque of his reientment, by taking up 
amis in favour of his rival* 

Abdollah now finding his party flroiig 
enough, declared more openly than he had 
already done. So foen as he received advice 
Ihat Alman2;or his nephew was proclaims* 
et$,* he declared hewouW never aekncwledgi 
him as Cffljph ; and he publifhcd his reafons 
for fopming fech a refohition : but as he had 
more experience than to wafle tim« in dH^ 
playing records, and publiflvng proclama- 
tiofts, he ieiblved to ufe thofe means by 
which the quawels of princes are the moft 
effeftually decided. He 
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» Vie therefore began his march at the head Almanzor. 
<sf his troops, and taking die road to Mc-^^syai36. 
fopotamia, advanced, by hafty marches, as AbaTioh^^ 
far as Nifiba, in order to attack his nephew, marches with 
and, if poffible, deprive him of the crown. ^ ^r 

- The young Caliph, who waa equally fcn-^^f^" 
fible of his own want of experience, and 
of his uncle's great fkiM and knowledge, was 
in the utmoft conftemation, when he heard 
the fatal news of the revolt. As lie had 
been fo lately proclaimed, his thoughts and 
views were all bent on receiving the honours 
due to his dignity, and of caufing himfelf 
to be recognized in the feveral provinces of 
his dominions : but it was now become ne- 
ceflaryi that fpeedy meafures fhould be 
taken to oppofe the ipebels ; a confiderable 
body of forces vjras therefore raifed without 
delay, and the Caliph conferred the com- 
mand of the army on an experienced gene- 
ral, to whom: he entirely trufted the defence 
of his^ crown and dominions. 

For this purpoie he made choice of Abu Abu Muflim 
Muflifri, notwithftanding he did not efteem^^^'^^t 
that general: however,; private enmity yield- the Caliph's 
ed to reafons of ftate 3 and as he knew he"™^' 
had no other officer- capable of making 
head agaiaft fuch a man as Abdollah, he, 
wifthoHt hefitetion, conferred on him the 
command of his troops^. 

Abu Mliflini immcdiatelv marched out to 
meet the efneray 5 but as he was far from 
being a ftranger to Abdollah's great military 

fkilU 
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Almanzor. ikill,' and was afraid of trufting the Callph^s 
§8^*36. fate to the uncertain event of a battle, he 
* ^^^ refolved to ufe all means for harraffing the 
enemy, without coming to a decifive adtion, 
unlefs he jQbould be compelled to engage, 
or be able to fight them to great advan- 
tage. 

He therefore kept a ftridk eye on all the 
enemy's motions : he foon penetrated their 
defigns, and rendered them abortive : he 
cut off their provifions, and alfo their con- 
voys of ammunition and money ; in confc- 
quence whereof, AbdoUah's troops began to 
defert ; and Abu Muflim having temporized 
feveraldays, during which he occupied ftrong' 
and well-guarded pofts, he, at laft, fallied 
forth from his intrenchments, and depend- 
ing upon the advantages he had already pro- 
cured, he went to attack Abdollah, in furc 
hopes of obtaining a complete vidtory. 

^k/^Pr* ^^^' ^^ ^^^' AbdoUah's troops were cut 
^ 'in pieces. The general himfelf efcapcd 
from the hands of his enemy with great dif- 
ficulty, having changed cloaths with one of 
his foldiers : this difguife prevented him 
. from being known, and enabled him to 
avoid the purfuits of the vid:ors. He took 
refuge at Baforah, of which city Soliman 
his brother was then governor, and fo ef- 
fedlually concealed himfelf thef c for feveral 
months, that no perfon, except his moft in- 
timate friends, knew what was become of 
him. 

The 
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• The defeat of Abdollah afForded great Almanzor. 
fatisfaftian to Almanzorj but when he con-^^^y^^ ^^^\ 
iidered the bravery and ambition of that 
general, and how artful and indefatigable 
he was in the profecution of all his fchcmes, 
he was filled ^yith difquictude. And after 
having ineffei^ually tried various means to 
find Abdollah out, the Caliph, at laft, took 
a moft perfidious ftep, to prevail on him to 
difcover himfelf and come to court. 

Almanzor feigned a belief that peace was Snare which 
perfedly eftablifhed in the muffulman em- to^^Abl* 
pirc} and he caufed it to be reported by his doUahtocourt. 
courtiers and friends, that as he no longer 
entertained any fears, touching the conduft 
and diipofitions of his fubjefts, he was very 
forry to find that many of them feemed to 
dread him, and abfentcd tjbemfelves from 
the court. He particularly named Abdol^ 
lah, and caufed it to be every where givdi 
•out, that he freely forgave him all that had 
pafTed; and that, if he .would come td 
court, he fhould meet with . a gracious re- 
ception, and remain there with the utiii^ift; 
fafcty... 

Affurances fo folemii gained credit wi A . 
Abdollah's friends, who unanimoufly ad- 
yifed him to go to the Caliphs court. They 
who vifittd him in his place of conceal^ 
ment did the like^ and counfelled him no 
longer to exafperate the Caliph,, by a refur 
-fal which would only give rife to ftronger 
•fuipicions for the futurf . 

Abdollah 
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AiMAKMRv AbdoUah had not the leaft inclination to 
C^^^^^ truft to the Caliph's fair proinifca. He rc*- 
mtmbcrcd the bafe artifice he hitafelf had 
made ufc of to deftroy the Qmmiyana j and 
.was juiUy apprehcnfive, he faid, that he 
might be treated in the f^me manner as he 
had. dealt with thofe unfortunate princes : 
but his friends reminded him, that the iitua^ 
tion of affairs was widely different: they re*- 
monilrated to him, that the Caliph was in* 
debted to him both for his crpwn and his -life ; 
fince without his aiTiflance, Abul Abbas, and 
even Almajazor hamfqjf, could not have cf^ 
caped the perquifitibn of Merwan: that fuch 
favours could notbeeafily forgot} and that it 
would be highly unjuii to fufpe<^ the Caliph 
of double-^lealingy at a time he was taking 
every ftep in his power to quiet the rfiinds of 
his fubjedsy and free fhem from apprehend 
£ons they eould no longer juiUy entertain. 

The friends of Abdollah were fo impor- 
tunate with him^, that at laft lie yielded to 
ijieir intreaties, and confented to go to the 
CaKph- He was received witfc all poffiblc 
marks of the moft iincere friendfhip. An 
dpartment was provided for him in the pa** 
lace, fuitable to his birth, and the rank he 
held at court. Almanzor often conferred 
^kdth him, and the courtiers treated him 
with the utmoft deference : all things cofh- 
fpiced to perfuade Abdollah, ^t he had 
jmured his nejJiew in fufpe<fting him of per- 
' fioious dealing -, and in this ^%}um he cn^ 
' joyed 
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joyed 2L r^ofe tD which he was a ftrangcr, *»»*«««; 
whilft ambitiou had gained the maftery oyer ^^ '^^ 
his mind. ^-75 

But the fccnc. was foon changed. Abi- J^ ^^ ^^ 
dolkh had fcarce been, a week, at court, 
when, by a fatal accident, he perifhed, *to^ 
^ether with a great number 6f his friends, 
who, by the Caliph's permiffion, abode with 
,him, The floor of the chamber, whctie 
they were fitdng, fdl in, and they were ail 
crufhed to death by the ruins. It is aflert^ 
ed, that the Caliph was the author of this 
event ; and that he had purpofely caofed the 
floor to be fo feared, that it might be 
made to fall widiout the kafl: diflicul^. 

It may be matter of wonder, why the 
'Caliph did not caufe AbdoUah to be ftab-r ^ 
-bed, radier than to ufe fo much artiflte in' . 
depriving him bf his life j but itisfeid, Al- 
manzor had taken an oath that he would 
never attempt to dclhfoy him cither by fword 
or poifon, and thought by that mein fub- 
ter^ge to fave his oiath: faefktes^ hepre^ 
fumed, by the meaihres he had'taken^^tt 
the death of AbdoUah wc»iid be siXitihaioi Id 
an unlucky accident, and by no m^aA$ tcrit 
premeditated ddfign. ' ^ 

After uU, Abdodlah wds very lictleire^ 
jetted. His baie ccmduiA, in re^ei9t io &e 
;Omixiiyans, was fo deeply in^tinted in the 
^minds of the Mt^ubfoen^ tisat they felt n^ 
diQ kafl: oordipaiiion for a prince, who, 
though he was a 3sxaa of the gre^uefl: abill^ 

tic$9 
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Almanzos. ties, was more remarkable for his crueltie9j 
Begyrai36. ^^j^ f^j. y^^ gallant atchicvements. If this 
^ fa<9: alone could have been laid to Alman- 
zoir's charge, he might, in' fome mcafurc, 
have been juftified, for putting to death a 
man who had attempted to deprive him of 
his crown; but his conduit to Abu Mu- 
flim, to whom he was indebted for the de- 
feat of his enemies, was totally inexcufable^ 
and fixed on him an indelible charadter of 
perfidy and cruelty. 

Almanzor hated Abu Muflim, as we have 
already obferved ; but the caufe of his ha- 
tred was far from being of importance 
enough to. remain fo long on his mind : his 
great enmity arofc on the following occafion : 
Canfe of Al- Some time aflier the elevation of Abid 
manzoPs ha. ^j^^as to the muflulmart throne, AbuMu- 

tredtoAbu ^. ^ ... i • r 

Muflim. flim let out With a grand retinue to perform 
the pilgrimage io Mecca. When he ar- 
rived at Chaldea,' he left the high road, to 
go and pay his duty to the Caliph : after a 
ihort ftay at the court he continued his jour- 
ney; but before he departed, he defired 
,Abul Abbas to appoint him Mirage, that is 
to fay, ConduiStor of the caravan. Alman^ 
zor, who was then vf}th his brother, and 
who had entertained a jealoufy of Abu 
'Muflini, on account of the high reputation 
he had gained at the head of the troops, 
prevailed on the Caliph to deny that gene?- 
raFs requeft: he aiked the fame employ* 
.ment for himfelf, and it was inmiediatdy 
granted to him. Abu 
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Abu Muflim was piqued at the refufal : almanzoe, 
he let drop fome harfh expreffions, and fud- Hegyra 136. 
denly left the court. Almanzor alfo foon ^ ^'^ 754" 
departed, to perform the office of Mirage, 
and was amazed at fight of the great flate- 
linefs of Abu Muflim's train. He had two 
hundred camels loaded with provifions of 
all kinds, and twice a-day he entertained at 
his table the chief pilgrims of the caravanl 
Befides the expence he. was at in making 
thefe entertainments, he alio gave valuable 
presents to his guefts. Almanzor was far 
from being in a condition of making fuch 
a figure ; befides, if he had been able, his 
naturally avaritious temper would have pre- 
vented him. He found himfelf greatly 
<iclipfed by the magnificent appearance of 
Abu Muflinw The favourites of that prince 
contributed, by their bafe and flattering infi- 
nuations, to imbitter his mind againft the 
general 5 and at lafl he refolved to deflroy 
the man whofe open and generous condu^ 
was a tacit reflection upon his own beha- 
viour. 

However, he concealed his defign ; and 
at the time he was to be proclaipied Caliph, 
he chofe Abu Muflim to be hi$ meflenger 
for that purpofc. Shortly after this (as the 
reader may dready have obferved) Alman- 
zor gave him the command of the forces he 
ient out againfl Abdollah, who defigned to 
deprive him of Ac crown. 

Vol. Ill, C It 



avance^ 
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Almakzoh, It-hs^s been already ihcwn^, that Abu Mtf- 
Hegyra 136. flim bchaved fo prudently, as to gain greaxer 
^*^' 7H- advantage? over the enemy than could be 
^^^^ expe<5ted» The general having forthwith. 
di^atched an exprefs to the Caliph, with 
an account of the viftory, that prince, in* 
ftead of teflifying his gratitude, took a ftep 
which was equally mortifying to the gene- 
ral, and difl^onourable to himfelf. 

His extreme avari(:e made hhix forget the 
great fer vice Abu Muflim had mil done him» 
and having no more to fear from an^nemy 
whofe troopsi w?re now cut in pieces, he 
caft an eye on the plunder, which he luiew 
muft he very valuable, as AbdoUah, and 
each of the generstl officers of his army^^ 
were provided with rich armour, and a very 
coflly field-equipage. 

Ahxianzor being eager to know what the 
ipoil of th,e enemy might amount to» fcnt 
a conwniflary to the field of battle, to take 
in exadl inventory of all the valuahk things 
which were taken there. 

Abu Muflim, who had a great and ge- 
nerous ^fwl, could not keep his tender 
when die comniifia^ accmainted him ^with 
his order?/ ", J^ W^ k^^ faid hc^, 
"givei^ fp.fajr an aq^oijjwtto theCaliybof the 
many.i;hoi\fahd oiif Oj Xliave put to thc.«ige 
pf.the fword in his fervice,. that I did not 
think he woul^ haye <n;ieftioaed my h»5ie% 
in regard to the bdpty^ 1 have therefore the 
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fegheft rcafon to complain of his diftruft ; Almanzoh. 
but glory is my fole aim, and money, Ifind,Hfegyta 136. 

• is his." Ch.«r.754. 

.After diis anfwer Abu Muflim quitted Abu Moflim 
the fervice, and refufed to march into«/^%«ftcd 
Egypt atid Syria, whither die Caliph com-'SJi^^'* '^ 
feiahded him to go, to quell fome commo- 
tions that had happened there. He retired 
to his government, where he kept every^ 
thing very quiet. If he had been minded 
to caufe a revolt, he was fo beloved by the 
feldiery, and even by the people under his 
government, diat lie ha4 it in his power to 
mfe great difturbances, to the Caliph's un- 
«afinefs 5 but he could not be reproached 
with the making any fuch attempts : he was, 
however, too free a fpeaker, and never men?- 
doped the Caliph or his court but in terms 
6f the utmoft contempt. 

. The Caliph, who was extremely vlildic- Means ufed 
iSffCi had been Ibng.contriving Ae means to ^^^^^^ 
deffroy that genera? j but confiderihg thathim. 
it wtould be a diffitult matter openly to at*- 
fadff an offieer fo highly cfteem he had 
recot^rfe to a moft inameful meidiod. He 
ffeeifafed tohate^id afidc dl thoughts of the 
JiS^tt between him and Abu Muflim* Hd 
*vcnf dcidiared^ he was forryhe had iffued 
fuch order^, touching the plunder taken at 
ftteiitec of Abdollah*5 defeat. He owned 
iiM his behaviour cfn that occafion was ^n- 
j^dent and ittconfideratc, and intreated 
Abu MiMm to forget aH diat was pafled. 
C a He 
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ALMAN2J0R. He affured him of his efteem, friendfliip, and 
Hcgyrai36, gratitude, and defired he would forthwith 
Ch. XT. 754. come to court, to receive a publick proof of 
the good opinion he entertained of him. 

That this horrid piece of treachery might 
not fail of fuccefs, fome fervile courtiers 
(fuch as are always ready to adminifter to 
the paffions or vices of their fovereign) were 
employed. They went to Abu Muffim, and 
reprefented to him that it was unbecoming 
in him fo obftinately to refufe going to 
court 5 that the Caliph no longer entertained 
any ill thoughts of him ; and that he was 
very defirous of feeing him, that he might 
give him a proof of his gratitude, for the 
great fervices he had done the ftate. 

Thefe remonftrances were fo often and 
fo artfully urged by men verfed in perfidy 
and treachery, that at laft the brave Abu 
Muflim could no longer avoid complying 
with their advice. He therefore went to 
court, and was received by Almanzor and 
his courtiers with all the civility and re/pedt 
that could be paid to a man in the higheft fa-* 
vour. Almanzor even prevailed x>nhimfelf 
to conVerfe with him feveral times in pri- 
vate, with fo great a (hew of franknefs and, 
cordiality, as was fufficient to put an end to 
every fulpicion. ; ; . 

Abu Muflim therefore pafled his days at 
Alnianzor's court with great tranquillity :, 
he began to think he had long entertained 
too unfavourable an opinion of thatprincej^ 

he 
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he faw him conftantly, and did not enter- Almakzor. 
tain the leaft doubt of his own fafety. Hcgyra 136. 

At laft the fatal day arrived, in which !j[j;^^^?5^^- 
Ae Caliph refolved to compleat his treache- cauL Aba 
nr. He converfed with the general longer Muflim to be 
than ufual ; and at an appointed fignal,SS^^ 
four villains, whom Almanzor had hired to 
execute his bafe deiign, rufhed into the 
apartment, and falling on Abu Muflim 
gave him feveral wounds, of which he died 
almoft on the ipot. 

Such was the unhappy end of that illuf- 
trious benefador to the AbaiTians, and, in 
particular, to the treacherous Almanzor, to 
whom he had done the moft iignal fervice. 

This bafe prince was not fatisfied with 
having aiSailinated that great man ; he com- 
mitted outrages on his dead body; he caufed 
it to be kept feveral days in the room where 
the murder was committed, that he might 
have the pleafure of feeing it, and fhewing 
it to his courtiers ; and he had the aflurance 
to fay. He did not think himfelf really a 
ibvereign till he was rid of that general. 

The death of Abu Muflim occafionedHegyrai37. 
great commotions, which caufed the Caliph ^' ^: 755- 
much difquiet. A Perfian called Sinam, y^^^^^cjj^ 
of Nifabour, who knew what immenfe foon ended. 
riches that general poflefled in Chorafan, 
feized his treafures, and made ufe of part 
of the money to raife a revolt in that pro- 
vince againft the Caliph. 

C 3 Almanzor 
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Almanzot tohferred'tiie command of his 
troops on a captain natned Giamhour, and 
ordered him to march without delay into 
ChorafaHy to fight the rebels. This expe- 
dition proved very fiiccefsful ; Siaam was 
.defeated in a iingle iadtbn, and his troths 
feeing difperfed, the rebellion was foon at 
an end. 

The Caliph, through avarice, commit-r 
ted the £ame fault in this juncture as he 
had done the preceding year, when Aba 
Muflim gained a vid:ory jovcr AbdoUah's 
army ; he fent one of his officers to take an: 
account of the booty, that the geaeral 
might not apply any part x>f it to his owi^- 
ufe. 

Giamhour was greatly ojfFended ai: fo 
rhcan an iaftion, and he eafily prevailed on 
his foldiers to join in his refcntment, efpe- 
cially when he informed them that it was 
his intention to have divided all the fpoils of 
the vanquifhed amongft them. Tuhiul*- 
tuous cries were heard on a fudden jn the 
army 5 they were enraged againft the Ca- 
liph, and his fordid avarice was the fubjed:- 
matter of the complaints and inye(9ivcs of 
^e foldiers. ^ 

(giamhour finding H&m( tfitrjrweredil^^ofed, 
added fuel to their refentfincent; by means of 
which they foon became difguiled with the 
fervice of a prince who was fo wedded to his* 
own iritereft, that he.would not reward either, 
valour or condudt. When he thought him- 

. ' I felf 
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felf furc of the troops he threw off theALWAKzoR. 
mafque, caufed himielf to be proclaimed Hcgyra 137. 
fovereign of the province, and refolved to -^-^SS- 
keeppofieffion of it by force of arms. 

This new revolt fpread ah alarm in the 
Caliph's court : it was therefore become ne- 
cfeffary to make a Ipeedy levy of troops, and 
to put at their he^d a general capable of fub- 
duing the rebels, Almanzor accordindy 
made choice of Mahomet ebn Afhar, who 
immediately began his march for Chorafan 
with a numerous army, and went in queft of 
the enemy. 

As Giamhour had parties out on the dif^ Hcgyra 138. 
covery, he foon received intelligence of the ^^ ^' 75^- 
march of the Caliph's army; and as he knew Mahometpur- 
how greatly fupcrior they were to his owufeatshim. 
troops," he did not think fit to wait for them 
in chorafan : he therefore began his march 
with great precipitation, and retired towards 
Ifpahan, where he fortified himfelf, and 
waited for Mahomet's arrival. 

That general foon came in fight, and 
preffed Giamhour fo clofely, that he could 
not maintain his poft, and retired to Ader- 
hijan. Mahomet fo warmly purfucd him, 
that he was at laft forced to come to an ac- 
tion, in which the Caliph's troops had all 
the advantage. Giamhour's forces were cut 
in pieces, and he himfelf would have pe- 
rifhedin the battle, if he had not, by apre- 
cipate flight, avoided Mahomet's purfuit. 

This rebellion being dius ended, in a few Hcgyra 144. 
years after difturbances happened of a diffe- ^^- "^^ 7^2. 
C 4 rent 
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Almanzoh. rent kind : they were occafioned by a fed: 
Hcgyra i^. called Ravcndians, from the name of Abdol- 
Ch, XT. 762. lahebnRavend, the ftock of the Ravendians, 
who were always zealoufly devoted to the 
Abaf&ans. 
Rife of Che But notwithftanding their attachment to 
Ravendians. that party, they raifed great difturbances in 
the province of Chorafan, of which they. 
were natives. AbdoUah Had fome particu- 
lar diiputes with Abu Muflim, and arms 
were made ufe of for the decifion of them. 
AbdoUah was overcome, and a great num- 
ber of his adherents, as alfo many of his re- 
lations, loft their lives on that occ won. 
T But fome of them efcaping, they formed a 

' fed:, and began to teach theMetempfychofis,* 
which was one of the chief points of their 
dodrine. Though this fed were fo great 
friends to the houfe of Abbas, Almanzor 
was far from approving their proceedings, 
being apprehenfive that the great eagerncfs 
and zeal with which they fpread their dog- 
mas, would one day occafion them openly 
to revolt. 

However, they could not be accufed of 
plotting againft the Caliph ; on the contrary 
they were blame-worthy only for paying to 
that prince honours, which, according to 
the law of Mahomet, were due to the Deity 
alone. They came in crowds to Haihemia, 
where Alman^lor ixfually refided; and they 
went round the Caliph's palace with the 
fame ceremonies as the Muffulmans were 
* Tranfinigration of ^Is from one body to another. 

wont 
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wont to obferve in compaffing the temple of Aucahzojl. 

Mecca. Hegyrai44. 

The Caliph, not knowing what to think of ^^- ^- 7^^ 
the proceedings of thefe enthufiafts, fentT^cCaKiA 
them an order to ceafe their proceffions, and ^ai^rfthii 
not to make fo ill an uie of a ceremony, fe6t 
which could be properly performed only at 
the Caabah. The Ravendians • paid little 
regard to the prohibition, and ftill continued 
the pradlice. 

Almanzor feeing their obftinacy, foon re- TheynkixpuL 
folved to remedythe abufe, and forthwith JJ^^^** 
caufed about one hundred of thofe enthu- 
fiafts to be arrefted. This blow ftunncd. 
them ; but they foon came to themfclves, 
took up arms, ran to the prifons, broke 
open the doors, fet their friends at liberty, 
and then went and invefted the palace. 

The Caliph,, enraged at their infolence, 
mounted his horfe, and putting himfelf at 
the head of his guards, and the officers of 
his houfehold, he advanced againft the Ra- 
vendians, fuppofing they would diiperfe at 
his prefence : but he had the mortification 
to be difappointed 5 his fubjefts attacked 
him, and that fo briikly, that he had like 
to have fallen a facrifice to their fury. 
Happily he was relieved in time. The 
troops withdrew him from the battle, and 
then fell furioufly on thofe fanaticks, 
whom they drove out of the city, after 
having routed, arid killed a great number of 
them. 
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Alman£or. This event produced a pardon for an ofE- 

Begyra 144, cer of diftin(^ion, . named Maan> who had 

Ch. a^r. 762. ^ j^j^g jj^^ cohcealed himfelf to avoid bc^ 

J£cSf£„.i"g.^^i^^ by the Abaflians. This officer^ 
was ftrongly devoted to the Ommiyans, and 
had fignalized his valour and capacity in the 
different employments they had intrufted 
him with. The Abaffians having attained 
the throne, he was near lofing his life amongflr 
the other Ommiyans, who were malTacfed 
by order of AbdoUah, after the death of 
, Merwan $ but he had the good fortune 
to fave himfelf' by lying hid till that time 
in the houfe of one of nis. relations. The 
. revolt of the Ravehdians feemihg to him 
a ftir opportunity that offered for his recon- 
ciliation with fhte Aba0ians, he ran to the 
palace, and joining thofe that were fighting 
in defence.orAiman^or, he performed won- 
drous feats of valour, whicn faved the life 
of that prince, who declared to him on the 
ipct that he forgave him, and promifed he 
w^ould reflore him to his eftate. 

The Caliph took a diflike . to Hafliemia, 
forms a refo- OH account of the Infult he had received ia 
lotion of that city, and refdlved no longer to make it 
dty^Bafdat.*^^ place of his refidence. He formed a 
refolution of founding a city, for the fitua- 
He ra i ^^^ ^^ which he pitched upon a very largg ' 
Ch, »r. 763. fpot of ground near the Tygris, where the 
city of' Seleucia formerly flood. 

Almanzopr 
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Almanzor riding one day by the fide of Almakkoa. 
that river with hi$ courtiers, at the time he Hegym 145. 
was feeking out a place convenient for his ^^* *'* "^^^ 
defign) was fo pleafed widi the beauty of *^°^ ^, ^ 

,c)> tS /-tj ii*^* covers that lie 

the country, that he relolved to make choice was to be die 
of it for his purpofc, Whilft he was dif- founder, 
icourfing of the matter with the officers that 
attended him, one of them leaving the 
company happened to meet with a hermit, 
whofe cell was in the neighbourhood : the 
officer having entered into converfation with 
the anchoret, mentioned to him the Caliph's 
defign. The hermit anfwered, That there 
was, indeed, a tradition iji the country, that 
a city would one day be built on the fpot he 
mentioned; but it was to be performed by 
a man called Moclas, a name very different 
from thofe of Giaffcr and Almanzor, which 
the Caliph bore. 

The officer returning to Almanzor, re- 
lated the converfation that had pailed be- 
tween him and the hermit. The Caliph 
had no fooiicr heard the word Moclas, than 
he aligjhted from his horfe, fell proftrate on 
the ground, and returned thanks to God 
that he had chofen him as an inftrument to 
execute his will. The amazed courtiers 
impatiently waited for an explanation of 
this great myftery, which the Caliph foon 
gave them in the following manner : 

'^ During the Caliphate of the Ommi^ 
yans," faid he, ** my brothers and I, being 
very young, and having but a Hender in* 

come. 
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Almakzor. come, were forced to live in the country, 
c]&^^ H5- where each of us was caterer in his turn. 
*^' 7 3- Being once unable to buy provifions for my 
appointed day for want of money, I ftole a 
bracelet from my nurfe, and pledged it to 
fupply my want; the woman made a great 
noife about her lofs, and by dint of fearch- 
ing and enquiry, fhe fixed the theft on me. 
In the heat of her paffion {he was not 
fp^ring of abufive language, and amongft 
' other names fhe called me Moclas (which 
was the name of a noted robber of that 
time ;) and, during the reft of her life, fhe 
never called me by any other name. I there- 
fore fee plainly that heaven has defined me 
to the undertaking in queftion, which I will 
execute in this place, for it is evident that 
God himfelf has fo ordained." 

Almanzor drew the firft lines of the plan 
of that city round a hill, the fummit of 
which he referved to build his own palace 
thereon : he then ordered the works to be 
begun, and they were carried on with the 
utmoft expedition ; but they were feveral 
times forced to fufpend the building, that 
they might attend to matters of greater mo- 
ment. 
Heg)rrai46. Mahomet, and Ibrahim, both of them 
ch.3er.764. gj-andfons of Hafan, and great grandfons 
to Ali, took up arms againft Almanzor, and 
flrove to deprive him of the Caliphate. Do- 
meflick broils alfo arofe, which gave the 
Caliph fome trouble before he could pa-r 

cify 
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cify them. The Caliph happily put an end Almakzok. 
to all thefe difleniions, and even extended Hegyn i±6. 
his conquefts to Armenia, Cicilia, and Cap- ^^ ^' 7^4- ' 
padocia, on account of which advantages - 
they gave him the glorious furname of Al- 
manzor, that is to fay, Viftorious. 

So foon as this prince had fettled the peace Hcgyra 150. 
of his dominions, he wholly applied him-« ^^' ***' 7^^* 
fclf to the finifliing his new city, and had^^^« 
the fatisfadion to complete it after fcveral Bagdau^ ^ 
years continual labour. He immediately 
went .to refide there, and gave it the name 
of Dar-al-Salam,* that is to iay. The City 
of Peace, perhaps, becaufe Jerufalem was 
fo called; or for that, when he dwelt there, 
the whole muffulman empire enjoyed a pro- 
found peace. 

What pleafure foever the Caliph at firft A forefigtit^ 
took in Baedat, which was the work of his ^"s^eadi 

1 P t r i» •. makes him 

own. hands, he was loon weary of it, or nwiancholy, 
rather he was ieized with a melancholy, 
which gave him an equal diigufl to every 
pbjedt that offered itfelf to his view. Hifto* 
rians fay> that this diftemper was occaiioned 
by an impreifion made on his mind by fome 
Arabian verfes which he faw written on a 
wall. Authors relate them varioufly: Ibmc 
fay they were, to the following efFed: 
" O GiafFer ! thy days are at an end ; the 

* £1 Makine rebtes, tbat die dtv was called by Almanzor 
Medina<>to]-Salam9 which fignifies alio the City of Peace ; but 
that it was afterwards called Bagdat, ftQim the name of an her- 
mit, whofe cell was in the meadowwhere that city was built. 

hour 
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AsMAmm: Iiour of thy death is come;, the order of* 
Hoi^rai^o. God, which is irrevocable, is gone forth.*' 
c% a^, 768. Others fay, they only contained thefe ge- 
neral maxims : " The riches of this worl4 
are not given, but lent to us : let no man 
therefore, truft in them^ nor make his boail 
of them; for whofocver placeth his heart 
dicreon, fhall be covered with fhame and 
confufion, on the day when he fhall be re- 
quired to render an account to him that gavd 
tiiem. 
Hegyra 158. The melancholy nefJe<aions he n^ide 6& 
Ch.aEr.775. reading thefe verfes, fUnk his fpiritB, and 
filled him with difi^ietude : every tiling 
grew infupportable ta him, and though he 
went from place topkce, and often varied 
the fcene, in hopes of difpelling his care 
and finding yeft, yet he could get none. 
He then vawed a pil^j^image to Mecca, ilt 
hopes that his health, might &e refbredby 
the performance of fa religioias a vjow. 
He performs Hc &t out on his journey With a nuiWfce^ 
toM^S*^'' rous train: Mahodi, ot Almohdi hiaion^ 
*rcnt to accompany him part of the way 1 
but the Cali}^ had &arce tirarellpd a- fef» 
league, e'er the journey itfelf furnished hkti 
with fireih caiufe of mfekachcly . . He faid it 
was the lai^ he ihould ever make. MA 
was on the pBoait of. retuicning j but- he 
fuddenly changed his mind, and refolved 
to go oifi, fa^^iftg he trndeftbok it only in 
hopes that God w<wld e»teA4 his «ier,cy m 
him. -, :. . 

He 
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, He flopped on the rpad at a place called Ai.mavzqb. 
Abdawih, where he continued with his whole Hcgym 158. 
train,, Abulfaragius relates, that the Ca-^^*'*^^** 
liph, walking one night on a, terrace to take 
,the air, faw a light in the weftern part of 
the hemifphere, which palled over a .vaft 
fpace of the heavens, and left behind it 
a gleam which was vifible till day-break, ^ . 
. Terrified at this phaBnomenon> his gloomy 
vapours rofe to a higher pitch: he looked oil 
it as a warning from heaven of his approach- 
ing end, and inftantly caufed his fon to be 
called, that he might take leave of him. 
Mahadi having foon appeared befcMre him, 
Almanzcfr gave him this fingular exhorta^^ 
tbn : 

" I exhort you,'* faid hpj " to honout His exhorta- 
your parents, who, as it were, partajce of the f^°^^ '^ ^ 
luftre of your dignity, of vdbich they are . 
the fupport, and the glory whereof refle<St'^ 

upon you — but I brieve you will iK>t 

doit. 

" Be careful of the education o£ your 
children ; treat them with mildnefe j ftrivQ 
p ^t a numerous offspring, for they may 
prove ferviceable to you, <y comfort you im 
the days of adveriity s but I believe yo^ 
will not da i^ 

. " D9 not attempt tobwildin theweftef* 
I^rt of Bagd^i for you are ptot the perfo^ 
anointed for that undert^ng, andb^tde^^ 
]gfii will not bp able to &mih it } and yet I 
IjeKeve yo^ willxio it. 



<* Suffer 
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ALifARKOft. " Suffer not your wives to intermeddle 
Btgyrzi^s. in ftate-affairs, for nothing is moredange- 
^' ^'^5" rous ; and yet I believe you will cio it." 

After this converfation, Almanzor diC- 
miffed his Ion, and ordered him to go to 
Bagdat, that he might be ready to take pro- 
per meafures, in cafe his malady fhould put 
a period to his life. 
He dies* The Caliph being a little recovered by 

fome days reft, continued his journey, and 
came to a place called the Wells of Mai- 
moun, diftant fome leagues from Mecca; 
There he was feized with a dyfentery, which 
foon put an end to his life. His body was 
carried to Mecca, and buried with the face 
bare, to (hew that he died before he ful- 
filled the vow he had made of performing 
a pilgrimage to that city. 
His dbaraacr. He is defcribcd by hiftorians to have been 
weU fhaped, of a lean vifage, and a thin 
beard. He .was eafy of accefs, and fami- 
liar in private converfation, but very grave 
and referved when he appeared in publick, 
invefted with the imperial robes. 

After all, he was reftlefs, fufpicious, a 
diftembler, and even cruel in punifhing his 
cnetnies ; but his ruling paflioh was avarice, 
and it was fo infatiable, as to render hint 
odious to great part of his futgefts. The 
Cufians, amongft whom he had lived-mariy! 
years, gave him the firname of Douanek, 
that is to fay. Father of Farthings, becaufe' 
he laid a tax of a farthing a headi in ofder 

to 
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to dig the ditches of the city of Bagdati^A"*»«- 
ElMakine relates, that they found in ^^^ch^r^' 
treafury after his death fix hundred millions 
of drachmas, . and twenty-four millions of 
gold. 

M A H A D I. 
The TWENTY-SECOND CALIPH, 

MAHADI, the fort cif Abu GiafFef 
Almanzor, was proclaimed Caliph 
at Bagdat, immediately after the news o^ 
his father s death was made ptiblick. He 
was the twenty-fecond that poffeffed the 
throne after Mahomet^ and the third of the 
Dynafty of the Abarffians. 

The beginning of his reign wis difturbed Makdi 6if' 
by fome enthufiafts, who fettJng up for pro-» ^±^^^ 
phets, preached a new do<5lrine, and gained ^° 
a great number of profelytes, efpecially 
amongft the common people, who are al- 
ways fond of novelties. Mahadi foon put 
an end to this budding fz&ion : he fent out 
a body of troops, who eafily difperfed the 
tnutineef s. One of their chiefs, named Bu-» 
fa, having been taken, was brought to Bag- 
dat ; the Caliph condemned him to be 
hanged, and no more was heard of his fol- 
lowers. 

So foon as he had reftqred a caliii to his Hegyra 159U 
dominions, he took care that juftice fhould ^'^' ^' 77^ 
be adminiftred to his people, of which he 

Vol. III. D himfelf 
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Mah ADi. himfclf fct an example in r^ftoring confide- 
Aas ofdfi' ^^^^^ films, which his father had extorted 
mency and ge- from many private perfons^' He alfo re- 
new CaiiV^^""^*^^^ from prifoH a greai number of un- 
happy wretches, who had been confined for 
not paying the exorbitant taxes which Al- 
manzor had knpofed on them. In a word, 
fo noble and generous was his difpofition, 
tfiat his condud: was the very reverfe of his 
father's behaviour ; and he feeraed to take 
a pleafure, in freely dealing out the treafures 
which Almanzor had fo bafely accumu- 
lated, 
liegyra iSo. Mahadi aho carried on a war againft the 
ch. aer. 777. Grecks at a gr^at expence y but he received 
^^"^^ges the ample amends, when,' after having obtained 
for^ace, and f^veral vidories over them, they fucd for 
payttibute, peace, aiid complied with terms much more 
advantageous to him than he could have 
expedled. 

That prince did not perfonally command 
his own troops in the war he waged with 
die Greeks : he gave the chief condudt of 
them to his fecond fon named Haroun al 
Raihid, and he had no reafon to repent his^ 
choice. The young prince defeated the 
enemy in feveraji adions, and made himfelf 
mafter of many ftrong places. He was even 
pjreparing to march into the very heart of the 
empire, when the ernprefs Irene fued for 
peace. 
ijpgyra 165. ' That priucefs, fo famous for her beauty. 
Ch. aer.78i, ^^^ ambition, then governed the eaftern 

empire 
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empire as guardian to Conllantinc her fbn, Mahadi. 
who was only ten years old. That fhe Hegym 165, 
might be enabled duly to difcharge fo impor- ^ * *^* ^^'" 
tant a truft, fhe was induced to make offers 
of peace to the Caliph, and it was conclu- 
ded, in confideration of a yearly tribute of 
fixty thoufand golden crowns. By that 
means the princefs was freed from the dif- 
quietude fhe felt at the continual ravages of 
the MuiTulmen, who made inroads to the 
very gates of Conftantinople. 

This important affair was no fooner con- Hakcmfets 
eluded, than rumours prevailed of certain "P ^'^^ * P*^ 
intcftine diviiions, occafioned by the enthu-^ufeg^m- 
fiaim of a MufTulman, called Hakem, and furrcaion in 
fimamed Burkai, from the Arabic word^^"""^ ^ 
Burka, which fignifies a Mafque 5 Hakem 
wearingone of filver,to hide the deformity of 
his face, which was occafioned by a wound 
he received in battle. 

Hakem pretended to be inlpired, andHegynii66. 
gained followers, who ridiculoufly aiferted, Ch. aer. 782. 
9iat the impoftor wore a mafque only to 
prevent men's eyes from being dazzled by 
the luminous rays that ifTued from his coun- 
tenance. 

His party became foon fo flrong in Cho- ThcCabph'i 
rafan, that he made himfelf mafler of fome^?^^^ 
conliderable places ; and there were no other place of re- 
means of reducing him to obedience, but™g«- 
by fending out a body of troops to flop his 
progrefs. Burkai valoroully flood the firfl 
attack that was made on him 5 but when he 
D 2 ' found 
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Mahadi. found reinforcements were fent againft him, 

Hegyra i66. he began to provide for his fafety: he there- 

cLajr. 782. £^j.^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ himfelf up in a town, 

which was fo ftrong,on account of its natural 
fituation, that he concluded his enemies would 
have no inclination to attack him there. 

But the impoftor was foon invefted by the 
Caliph's troops, v^ho had orders to take him 
at all hazards. As the place had no defence 
but its fituation, and as the few troops Bur- 
kai had then with him, could not much in- 
terrupt the workmen, the operations of the 
iicge were carried on with great vivacity j 
and that rebel had foon nothing left to de- 
termine, but the kind of death he would 
chufe to die. Hakem reflecting, that if he 
was taken alive by the enemy, he could not 
avoid an ignominious death, chofe rather 
to deftroy himfelf and all his foUowerSj but 
in fuch a manner as fliould raife the reputa- 
tion of his impofture, 
Hedeftroys He caufed deep ditches to be digged, 
himfelf and all ^hich he filled with quick lime, and which 
his fol owers. ^^ pretended was a trap he had contrived to 
catch the enemy. He, at the f^me time, 
filled a large tub with ipirits of wine,^ and 
other fuch combuftible liquors, which he 
perfuaded them was another ftratagem for 
the fame purpofe. Wliilft Burkai's men 
were employed in the work, he poifoned all 
the wine th^t was defigned for their drink ; 
and when they had executed his orders, he 
advifed them to take large draughts of wine^ 
2 that 
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that they might aft with more fpirit in an Mahadi. 
attack, which he told them they fhould ^^^r^ 166. 
make the next morning. They accordingly ' * ' ^ 
drank heartily of the liquor, and as the poi- 
fbn was ftrong, they all died the fame day. ; 

So foon as they were dead, Burkaidrew 
them himfelf to the- ditch filled with lime,' 
and throwing them in, the bodies of thofe 
unhappy \vretches were Entirely confumed. 
That done, he fet fire to the liquors with 
which he had filled the tub, and threw him- 
felf therein headlong. 

The next day, which was appointed for 
the aflault, the befiegers were greatly amazed 
to fee no perfon appear on the ramparts. 
They now looked onBurkai to be a great ma- 
gician, and were afraid that by means of his 
art, he would deftroy them all without 
taking the trouble of making a defence. 

This ftrange notion had made fuch an 
impreffion upon their minds, that they de- 
liberated a long time, whether they fhould 
accept the invitation of la woman who called 
aloud to them from the top of the battle- 
ments, that they might boldly approach the 
place, for there was no perfon left to defend 
it, and that fhe would open the gates to 
them. 

The woman opened the gates, and the 
befiegers entered the place, but they were 
under continual apprehenfions of a fur- 
prize. The general, who was aftoniftved 
not to find a fingle perfon, afked the woman 
D 3 the 
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Mahadi. the caufe, and flie informed him of Ao 
Hcgyra i66, fearful end, both of the rebel and his fol- 
Ch. xr. 782. lowers. She added, that though fhe was 
Burkai'3 miftrefs, fhe had efcaped death 
only by concealing herfelf the moment after 
he had imparted his defign to her. Thus 
^nded Hakem's revolt ; and the province of 
Chorafan, which feemed inclined to affift 
him, foon returned to their duty. 
His Mowers But the death of that impoftor did not 
^'^•^^'^^^^ Wi ablplutely deftroy his reputation amongft 
doarine. thofe he had deluded. They affirmed, that 
neither he nw any of his followers were 
dead, and that they would foon return again. 
Jt was to no purpofe to object to tbem the 
teftimony of their patriarch's concubine, 
who knew the whole tranfa^on : they re- 
plied, QxG had been bribed to give fiich an 
account of the end of Burkai and his ad- 
herents. They therefore began to difperfe 
thenifelves abroad, and make pcofelytes^; 
but as they had not a pecfoo: at their head 
cabbie of conducting them, their party in-* 
ienfibfy decided,, and at lafV came to no- 
thing. Thisrf^ profefied rm other dofixinc 
than the Metempfychofis, which had been 
already taught by the Ravcndians. The 
former were at firft indeed a little more fuc- 
cefsfmli and their fuccefs was owing to the 
artifice of Burkat, who pdBbly being maf-* 
ter of fome fecrets in natural philofophy. 
Slight dextcxQufly make ufe of them> to 

pcrfbade 
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perfoadehis followers that he held a corref- MajIadi. 
pondence with heaven. Hegyra 167. 

About this time Mahadi, after hk father's ^^' ^' 7^^- 
example, was deiirotis of going^the pflgri- The Caliph 
mage to Mecca, and he pierformcd it, but g*^" on a p!- 
with much greater piomp than devotion; forfj'^^ ^ 
it is computed that he e^tpended in the jour- . 
ney more than fix millions of gold. He 
was accompanied by a numerbus train^ • 
whom he treated all the wa^r with the ut-^ 
moft luxury and magnificence. He carried 
With him- an immenfe quantity of provifions^ 
and amongft the reft were a great number 
of camels loaded only with pounded fnow^ 
which ufed to cool the fruit and liquors de- 
figned for the Caliph's ufe. 

He lived at Mecca in a much more ex- 
penfive manner than any of the Caliphs his 
predeceffors had prefumed to do ; however, 
he very punctually performed all religious 
duties, and feveral times officiated in the 
mofque with great appearance of devotion. 
The* publick prayers were commonly fol- 
lowed by a confitderable largefs to the peo- 
ple ; infomuch that there was always a very 
large congregation, when it was known he 
would do the duty of Imam. 

It is related, that one day when the people Dffinterefled- 
were eafgerly ftriving to plrtain alhare of his ^^ ¥^' 
bounty, he obfetved, diat Manzor Hagiani *°^ *^*^ 
his vizir, continued to pray with great fer-. 
vency. Mahadi, interrupting him, faid,v 
" And why do not you afk for your fliare ?" 
D 4 ^* I (hould 
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Mahadi. " I ftiQuld be highly to blame/' anfwered 
Hcgyra 167. that pious Muflulman, ** if in the houfe of 
• aa- 7^3* Qq^ J £hould prefer any petition fave to him 
alone^ or (hould defire any thing but God." 
He caufes the Mahadi, having performed -all die accuf-^ 
moiques of tomcd ritps and aremonies, was defirous of 

Mecca and - . ., ri'*«i« -l 

Medina to be leaving a memorial ot his pilgrimage, by 

adorned and caufing a ftately entrance to be made to the 

vo^provc mofque, the portico of which was not, ia 

his opinion, anfwerablc to the beauties of 

that edifice. 

In a ihort time he departed and went to 
Medina, to. perform his devotions at the 
tonab of the prophet. He alfo caufed fome. 
ornaments and improvements to be added 
to the outfide of the mofque of that city; 
There a certain man . having prefented to 
Mahadi a flipper, which he aflerted had be-, 
longed to Mahomet, the Caliph received 
the gift with great marks of venera- 
tion, and caufed ten thoufand drachmas to 
be given, to the perfon that brought it ^ not 
that the Caliph believed the flipper to be a 
relick of the prophet, but he prudently 
judged that he ought not to fliew any doubt 
of a fadt, which was fo £rmly believed at 
Hiscareto Medina. " In all probability" faid he to 
caufe S'^of? one of bis favourites, ^^^ Mahomet never faw 
fcncitoths this flipper; but if I had refufed to accept 
people, jj^ ^j^^ people, who believe it really belonged 
to Mahomet, would have thought I defpifed 
it, ^nd my refufal might have giv^n great 
cauf? of pfTence/- 

Thi? 



the A R A B I A N S. 41 

This pilgrimage, performed to places mahadi. 
where it may be faid Mahometifm firft lay Hcgyra 167, • 
in its cradle, filled the Caliph with truly ^^- *"• 7«3- 
pious and devout fentiments; he became 
more mindful of his duty j and though he 
was naturally mild and affable, yet thofe 
qualities, fo excellent in themfelves, flione 
put with a new luftre, when animated by 
the Ipint of religion. 

From Medina he went to Cufah, where Hcgyra i6«. 
he obferved the fame condudt, and lived ^^' *^' ''^'^ 
with the ikme ilate as in the other cities 
where he had refided. In Cufah, in parti- 
cular, he gave a ftriking proof of his hu- 
mane diipofition and great complaifance. 

B^ing one day ready to begin prayers in Stories of the 
the mofque, an Arabian, one amongft the 9^?^^ ^ 
loweft of the people, came and told him he j^ftjcc. 
was defirous of praying with him, but that 
he had not yet performed his ablution*. 
The Caliph promifed he would not begin 
the prayers till he had purified himfelf, and 
WAS adually fo condefcending as to wait till 
the man had performed the legal wafhing. 

Thus he continued till his death to give 
to his people in general, and in particular 
to thofe who vifited him, and were about 
his perfon, all poffible marks of affedion 
and paternal goodnefs. Thefe fentiments 
were deeply imprinted on his heart, and 

'• It is a law amongft the MufTulmen, not to (ay their pray- 
ers till they have waftied themfelves. 

did 
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MABAm. did not confift in bare outward denionftra- 
cjI?^ 's^ tions, according to the common mode of 

It is related on this head, that the Caliph 
travelling towards his capital, was overtaken 
by fo violent a ftorm of lightning, that it 
feemed as if the fire from heaven would 
have burned up the whole country. Maha- 
di, moved at the great confternation of the 
inhabitants, alighted from his horfe, and 
falling on bis knees, cried out, " Lord ! if 
it is my life thou requireft, I am ready to 
fubmit to thy juft chaftifement ; but Ipare, 
I befeech thee, the faithful." 
Hegyra 169. On his return to Bagdat, he was con- 
CJuaer. j^^. ftantly employed in promoting the- good of 
^ theftate, and the happinefsof his people : 
in particular, he took care often to change 
the governors of provinces, to avoid their 
gaining an undue power in the places un- 
der their jurifdidtion, which had ofteti caufed 
the opprefled people to throw off all autho- 
rity, and openly to revolt. 

He alfo never omitted to give frequent 
audiences, in which all perfons were free to 
make their obfervations on the government of 
the ftate, and the adminiftration of publick 
juftice. He often even called before him 
magiftrates who were accufed of corrupt 
dealings ; and, after a due enquiry into the 
fad:, he decreed a punifhment proportion*- 
able to the nature of the crime, and ordered 

futt 
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Aill fatisfa^^oj^ to he made to the parties Mahadi. 

injured. Hcgyrai69. 

This regard for juftice, and the happi-* ^- *'• 7^5' 
nefs of the people^ caufcd him to be adored 
through the whole muflulman empire. So 
great, ib humane, fo generous a prince, had 
not lor a long txmt appeared on the mufTul-* 
man throne- Vows were continually offer- 
ed to heaven, that it would be ^pleafed to 
preferve and proloag the life of a fovereign 
fo worthy to wear a crown ; but a moft fa- 
tal event took off the Caliph, when his 
conftitution, his age, and his difpofitions, 
feemed to promife along and happy reign. . 

Authors agree that he died in the i69thTheCaliph*s 
year of the Hegyra, aged 42 years ; but <^^'^- 
they differ as to the caufe of his death, 

Son^e of thsox relate, that Mahadi being Dificrent opi. 
»t Mazabdan, a place at a confiderable dif- ^^ ^^^*"- 
tancc from Bagdat> one of his Haves gaveingAT^IT 
feme very fine pears to her companion, who o'^t- 
was the Calq^h s fitvpurite. She prefented 
them to that prince, who had no fooner eat 
of them than his bowels feemed to be cm fire ; 
aftet which no remedy could be found to af- 
fitage his psin, or remove the fburce of his di- 
hAcr. Itwas difcovered that the pears given 
to the young flave were pricked almoft im- 
pere^tibly widi a fine nwdle, which had 
been dipped in a very ftrong poifon. 

Others fay, that Mahadi died in the chace» 
which was his favourite diverfion. They 
relate, that as he was purfuing a flag, which 

had 
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Mahadu had fhew.ed'him great' fpcrt, the creature 
Hegyra 169. ran into a houfe,the entrance of which being 
ch. XT. 785. ^^^ j^^^ ^j^^ prince, whd followed the ani- 
mal full fpeted, leaned down on his horfe's 
neck, and attempted to enter after the ftag 5 
but in fo doing he ftruck againft the lintel 
of the door, broke his back, and die^ ial« 
moft on the fpot. -^ r . 

He lefi two' fons, one whereof named 
Hadi fucceeded him ; the other was called 
Haroun al Ralhid* Mahadi had a great 
love for the latter, who had done him figrial 
fervice at the head of the mtiflulman troops- 
in the war againft the Greeks. It was 
doubtlefs ori account of the diftinguiihed 
qualities of this young prince, that the Ca- 
liph propofedto refign the crown to him, 
but Haroun wduld not confent to it ; info- 
much liiat Mahadi appointed his eldeft foh 
to be his fucceffor ; and by the writing drawn 
up for that ptirpofe, it was diredted, that 
after Hadi the crown fhould come to Ha- 
roun, and fhould not defcend' to the chil- 
dren of his eldeft fon. 

Mahadi was far from leaving his exche- 
quer fo full as he found it at the death of his 
father Almanzor. By his magnificence, his 
liberality, and, it may even be faid, by his 
profufehefs, he, in a fhort time, fquandered 
away the immenfe fums which came to his 
poffeflion. 

His funeral was fo far from being per- 
formed with a ponap and ceremony fuitabla 

to 
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to his quality, that, on the contrary, it WasMAHAoi. 
plain enough for the rtieaneft of his fubr Hcgyra 169. 
jedis. He was buried near the place where ^^' ^' ^^s- 
he died j his grave was niade under a tree, 
where he had often rcfted himfelf when he 
hunted in thofe parts. 

El Makine gives us in. few words a fur- 
priiing account of the meannefs of this Ca- 
liph's funeral. " They could find no bier," 
faid he, *' to carry him to the ground ; they 
therefore carried him on a door, and bu- 
ried him at the foot of a walnut tree, un- 
der which he was ufed to fit/' 

During his reign, in the 164th year of the 
JHfegyra, happened a moft extraordinary phe- 
nomenon:, the fun, fome time after his 
rifing, feemed all on a fudden to lofe his 
light, without any cclipfe, or cloud appear- 
ing in the air, and a horrid darknefs enfued^ 
which lafted till about noon. 

Before I leave Mahadi, I fhall mention 
fome fadts, which manifeft the good difpo- 
fition of that prince : they are extraded 
from an Arabian author, who does not fay 
to what particular part of his life they have 
relation. 

The Caliph one day reprin;ianding an of- 
ficer, afked him " When he would have done 
committing faults ?" The ofiicer anfwcred, 
" So long as God (hall preferve your life for 
our good, it will belong to us to commit 
faults, and to you to pardon them." 

Another 
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Mah Am. Another time that prince having loft hh 

Hegyra 169. company when he was hunting, and being 
Ck. aer. 785. pf^ff^^ ^ith hunger and third, and greatly 
fatigued, he entered the cottage of an Ara- 
Wan peafant, which he found in his way, 
and afked him for fomething to eat and 
drink. The Arab fet before him a brown 
loaf and a Httle milk ; and Mahadi defiring- 
to knovsr if he could give him nothing bet- 
ter, the peafant went forthwith and fetched 
him a pitcher of wine, of which the Ca- 
Hph took ohe or two draughts. 

Mahadi then aflced, if he knew him? The 
Arab anfwered no. "I am,*' faid the prince, 
" one of the chief lords of the Caliph'a 
court." He then drank again^ and afked 
the peafant the fame queftbh : the Arab an- 
fwered that lie had juft told him. " Well,'* 
replied Mahadi, " but I am a greater man 
than I faid I was ,'' and thereupon he took 
toother draught, and repeated the quef- 
tion. The Arabian grew angry, and replied^ 
•* He thought he had fufficiently explained 
himfelf on thatfubjed. Well," faid the prince, 
" but I have not told you all ; I am the Ca- 
liph, before whom all men fall poftratc.'* 

At thefe words the Arab, inflead of falling 
down on his face, haftily took up his pitch- 
er, and carried it away. The Caliph in 
amaze, aflced him why he did fo ? " Why^** 
faid the peafant, " if you had drank once 
more, I ftiould have feared you would have 

been 
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been the prophet ; and, that if you had taken Mahadi. 
a finifliing draught, you would have at- Hegyra 169, 
tempted to make me believe you arc God ^^' ^' ^^*' 
Almighty." 

The Caliph could not help laughing at the 
peafant*s anfwer : and his attendants, who 
bad long been infearch of him, having found 
him at that houfe, he related to them his 
adventure, and ordered a veft,- and a purfe 
full of gold to be given to his hoft. The 
man, in rapture, at fight of fo confiderable 
a prefent, returned a thoufand thanks, and 
faid to the Caliph, in a joking ftrain, ^^I (hall 
always take you to be a true man, though 
you fhould raife your title a fourth^ or even 
a fifth degree higher." 

HA D I. 

The TWENTY-THIRD CALIPH. 

SO fooa as Hadi received the news of his 
father's death, he caufed himfelf to be 
proclaimed at Bagdat, whence he wrote cir- 
cular letters to the governors of the feveral 
provinces, with advice of his acceflion to the 
throne. 

Great difturbances happened in the be- Hou(ain, Ali'i 
ginning of his reign, occafioned by the at-P"^"^^^^- 
tempts which the Auens made to regain poi- cd cfaliph at 
feflion of the Caliphate. Houfain, who^^aand 
was great great grandfon of Ali, had raifed 
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Hadi. a confiderable party in Medina, aftd was 

Hcgyra 169. publickly proclaimed Caliph by the inhabi- 
CK* ay:. 785. ^^^^ of that City. He went thence to Mecca^ 
where he endeavoured to eftabliih his au--' 
thority j but he met with unexpeded diffi- 
culties, on account of the great number of 
Abaffians who were at Mecca on a pilgri- 
mage. However, Houfain at laft procured 
himfelf to be recognized, and immediately 
treated with the utmoft rigour all fuch as he 
difcovcrcd to have oppofed him ; but his re- 
fentment fell chiefly on the Abaffians, of 
whom he caufed all fuch to be maffacred as ' 
he could get into his power. 
The Caliph This revolt was foon ended, by means of 
puts an end ^j^g ^j-^^pg ^hich the Caliph fent into Ara- 

to the revolt. ,. _/ ^. , *- 

bia. Houlam s party was defeated m two or 
three anions j all fuch as were taken prifo- 
ners under arms, were put to the edge of 
the fword, and all fuch as were known to be 
adherents to the Aliens, were beh<eaded. 
Kcofain is put It. is faid that Houfain got out of the hands 
to death. ^f ^j^^ vidtorious enemy, and fled to Medi- 
na, where he expefted to find a fure afy- 
lum; but Hadl's troops purfued him thither, 
took him prifoner, and cut off his head, 
as they had done to all fuch of hrs family as 
were taken at Mecca. . 
Principles of Hadi treated with the fame rigour at fet of 
theZtndians.enthufiafts, who had been long endeavour-^ 
ing to eftablifh a dodtrine equally contrary 
to the muffulman religion, and to the peace 

and 
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and order of fociety . They held there Were Haol 
two eternal principles, the one good, the Hcgyra 169* 
other evil : they alledged, that all things ^^"^ 
ought to be poflefled in common, and that 
men ought not to cat the flefh of animals. 

Thefe fcdlaries, who were called Zendians, 
began to propagate their tenets, in the latter 
years of the Caliphate of Mahadi. As they 
were looked on as madmen, and incapable 
of railing any confiderable party, little no- 
tice was at firft taken of them 5 but their 
numbers greatly increafing, it was ibon dif^ 
covered, that their errors tended not only to 
the deftrudion of religion^ but alfb were ab- 
folutely incompatible with the civil law, and 
even contrary td good manners. Mahadi 
therefore banilhed them from his dominions, 
whence they fpread themfelves in Alia and 
Eur6pe, and particularly in France, where they 
were known by the name of the Albigenfes* 

Some of them having prefumed to appear HadlejieN 
again immediately after the death of the laftg^^^^ 
Caliph, Hadi his fon took the moft efFec-o^^Sty^ 
tual method to deftroy that fedt : he c^ufed a 
great many gibbets to be eredled in Bagdat> 
and as many Zendians, and even of fudh as 
countenanced and affifted them a#fhey could 
find, were hanged there 6n the fpbt; Thcfe 
fevere examples terrified the furvivors, and 
in a ihort time, not one of the fed pub- . 
lickly appeared in the whole mufifulman do^ 
minions. 

Vol. IIL E Hadi 
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Hadi. Hadi thinking he fliould not foon fee any 

Hcgyra 169. ^e£h commotipns in his territories, xaifed a 

Ch. ar. 785. violent diftuf bance, by a -defign he forn>ed oC 

Hadi dcfigns tcawfiiiittinK the crown to his children, to the; 

to nominate ' . t- r 1 • 1 1 tt 1 

his fon to be prejiidice of his brother Haroun 5 w^P, ac- 
hisfucceffor. cording tothe regulation made by Mahadi in 
litis life*time> was to fucceed to the Cali-* 
pkale upop his ddeii: brother's death ; which 
order of fucceffion had been a^pproved of by 
the grandees of the Aate. 

The Caliph was therefore refolded to . in- 
fringe this orders and though he had xia 
heir hut a fon named GiaiFer, who was ai) 
infant, he fully refolved to declare him im* 
ftnediate fuooeiTor lo the crown. 
Reflcaions Hc imparted his defign to his vizir J^a^ 
whkhhis vizir fe^t it will appear, that he 4id fo rather wit^ 
defi^l^" " * vijBW^.t0:pre¥wl ^1 «that officer to -counte- 
inanoe his projed:, ithati to* aik his^pimon t£ 
it The'vi^r^ who was a wife and frude&t 
«nan> fet before his mailer all the difScuHies 
♦hat would probably arife in the execution^ 
:his fchenae. He obferved to him, that Har 
if oun was greatly beloved by 4;he nobility on 
.aocoiMat o# hifi bravery j that the ilate was 
jhighly dbl^d to him far haying eniployed 
,her forces very fucoeAfully ^gainft th<? 
.<Jredcs 5 that he was, in particular, the fa- 
'vpurjie of Jus^mpther, the laftCaliph's widow> , 
rtfho jW3» t-QO haughty, patiently tofufferXoch 
an Mjuty to be done ta her beloved fon :: 
that, on the other hand, the people would 
5]y no means approve tlie choice he intejaded 

to 
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td make 5 that the MuiTuImen would expeStliAt^u 
to have a pririce <i>n the throne able to per-^«^»^- 
form all the fmi&koo^ of a Caliph, namely, to ^ ^* ^^^' 
by the prayefs, tp cowimaijd the army, to 
lead tftiem on the pi^rimage tp Mecca 3 in 9 
ti!W>rdj 41 man of years fit to govern. H^ 
CDndrU^ed wkfe telling him, that if J^e J^a4 
the leaft i-egard for his own peace» he would 
not think of brft^king through the regulation 
m^c by hi$ father » or af lea^i^ tbtit he would 
irait fiil the young fMrince was of a ^t age to 
appe^ j»mongft t^e people, and gain their 
a^fei^fons. 

Hadi liftetEied to thedifcourie of his vi^irTh^ Caliph k 
svjtih p^t attention* and pretended to ^^^'^^ 
convincesd by his rcsafbas 3 but as he had en- ftroy iLu ^ 
Jerta»ied:a ftrpogopinion^ ihat l^s minifter 
oppofed his deiign.pnly on account of his in-f 
tiiaate connexions widi Harovn his brother, 
and Ald^^i^arana hi^ (mother, d^e Ute^^aUpb'ji 
WidoWi hefor^od ajbloody rc^lutipn, y^h^ 
he thottght abfolut^ly n^ceiTary ^ h^ opwA 
repofe. 

He ient one fcyiwiipg &r a MtiiTnlnMW pf 
note, called Hf»tha^ath, in wb^pi ^ JMt4 
long /placed gr«»t cenifidence. .He bj^srlg;^ 
compkined^of Haroum his hroi^r^^ an4 J^t 
hia his vissir, who (heJaid) w€)feco^,(^n(i41y 
plotting ^inft /hibtu. V^ en^e^jvoufing to 
alienjite the heaf ta of jhis iUbjedg : / k^ addedj 
that in order (o ^Mt.fiii end to dbi? fear5 hf 
entertained on a^tount of their fccret prac-^ 
licBS, he wa(S*efftlv.ed.lo ptjfi^of t^em^ and 
. E .i& had 
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Hadi. had made choice of him for the perfor-^ 

rh^* "70- mance of fo important a piece of fervice. • 
. «r. 7 . Harthamath being ftruck with horror at 
the thoughts of fuch an office, fell at the 
Caliph's feet, and begged to be excufed froni 
executing fo cruel an order. Hadi enraged 
at his refufal, haftily quitted the room, with- 
out faying a word more. Harthamath con- 
cludinghis life was in the utmoft danger, dared 
not return home ; he therefore went to take 
fhelter in the apartment of the Caliph's mo- 
ther, in hopes that be might remain con- 
cealed there during the night, and might 
find means to avoid Hadi's fury. 
Death of the That very night terminated Harthamftth'i 
Caliph. fears, and the dangers that menaced Haroun 
and Jahia : Hadi died, after a reign of about 
eighteen months duration. 
Authors dificr Hiftorians; in general, agree that the Ca- 
concermngthc lipid's mother was dcejJy ccmcerned in his 
** ^^ "' death. This princefs, who was of a proud 
and • haughty jemper, had greatly affumed 
the management of publick affairs, and was 
furrbunded by a croud of lords, who were 
foliicitihg'5i€t for pofts and employments: 
The Caliph took umbrage at it, and having 
fcveral times advifed her to aft with more 
feaution, and ftot ttf interfere in thebufinefsof 
the ftate,* hfe one day told her that he would 
caufe every lord to have his head ftruck ofFi 
who fliould be fo conftant in playing his court 
to her. They fay, that in a ftiort tirtie he 
fent her -a poifofted gbofe, in hopes, by that 
2 ^^ pieans^ 
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means, to make away with this princefs ;^Hadi. 
but ^s his late undutiful behaviour gave her Hogym 170. 
caufe to fufpedt him, (he took fuch precau- ^^ *^- 7^^* 
tions asiaved her life. She gave part of the , 

goofe to a dog, \t^ho eat it and didd on the 
^ot. #* 

This- event, add<kl to the Caliph's ill-will 
to his brodier, made her form a rdblution 
of anticipating Hadi, and putting it out of 
his power to execute his cruelties on her fa-^ 
mily. Some fay (he bribed two of that 
prince's concubines, who when he was in a 
deep jQeep flifled him with pillows : others 
affert, that his mother did the deed herfelfi 

NijariAhan, an Arabian author, relates, 
that the Caliph died fuddenly of a cough 
^Uch &ized him in the night-time, after 
having drank a glafs of water ; but from th«r 
manner'iil which he relates that fz&y it may 
be gathered, that the Caliph's mother had a 
hand in his death. And it may al^o be 
fooagly fufpe<a:ed by that paflage in Nija- 
rifthan, in which Harthamath is introduced^ 
and relates to one of his friends the conver-- 
iGition that paiTcd between him and thct Ca-> 
Hph, md what happened in confequence 
of it; 

The Caliph, faid he, having one day com* 
mended me to appear before him, fpoke to 
me inthefe terms ^ " Thou knoweft Har- 
thamath, that the treacherous Jahia the fon 
of Kaled, my chief minifter, is my invete- 
rate eoemy i that he continually ftrives to 
E 3 eftrange 
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Hadi. crtraage from me the Isearts? of my fub]€€k« ^ 
Hegyra 170. ^nd k ddlr endeavouring to make fhcmf &e 
Chv«r. 7«6. friends . of my brodidr H^roun : iti th^e I 
ha;<^e |>foced: my confidence^ knowiAg well 
l^y zed and affedtioiii ff therefore thou^^ 
wilt give me a proof of thy love, tho'tf 
ilmift bring me boffh their ^6ads y ^t Vv^hilft 
dther of them bre^he^^ I Cannot be far4 6f 
fijy crown, or of my life. 
' *^ This execution ddne, thou fhaU put td 
rtie fword all the Aliem and their adherents,- 
tvho are now confifted <in prifon. • Thott 
mcift then put thyfetf at the head of my 
tFOop^ of whi(4 I giv^e thee the comna^nd>* 
and march them with- all fpeed to Cufah. 
th&M &ak imniediatily wifthidraw aH thd 
Abaflians whcL are thti^t, and then fet «h«r 
City on fire/' 

When ihe C^iph, ^ofttinued Ha#th€(^ 
math, bad (seimmafiii^cdt^ to liie fhe(& ttt^ 
f file orders, which he reG|»ired mete)' pM i» 
elrecutkin, I let) it las feet, htimblyfbre^ 
ptreienttd him the fatal cdn^^quenees of Im 
eommsuids i Atidt tokl him I aotM ntit poffi^ 
biy execute them as be ddfircd. The Ca- 
liph, enraged at n»y refn&U haAity Pjthtd 
from me, and retired to his chamber/ If 
nsay e^^ be concfeivedv to hciw great d de- 
gree I was^ kizid with fear, as the Caliph 
rtiglit cittfe nW to be aflkffinated, in Ordef 
to conceal his barbarous defign. Being iin«^ 
site f€( fp@^k, dnd utieeftain what to do, I 
. t^cist iritd the apartment of the foltaneft Al- 

(hizazamai 
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fliizazam, hoping I might be able to hide Haoi. 
myfelf in fome corner; and efcape the af- ^^ ^^ 
faffing the Califfe raighl fend to my houfe, *^' ^ 
About the hour of midnight I heard the voice 
of the faltanefs, who called me by my name ; 
but as I could not conceive how {he (hould 
know I was in her apartment I thought I was 
miilaken, (though I afterw^ds found that I 
was efpied by a (lave, who had informed the 
princefs of it.) I then concluded that the Ca- 
fiph bad communicated to her his black de« 
fign, and the order he had given me to put it 
in executbn, and that the princefs had pre- 
▼ailed on him to lay it afide. She called me a 
fecond time, i&ying. Come boldly Hartha- 
math ; come, come, and fee the Caliph ly* 
ing dead on his bed. That prince was in- 
deed juft expired of a cough which feized 
him, after drinking a glafs of water. I was 
ftruck at the event, which employed all my 
thoughts, wheo (he added. Go, and tell 
my fcm Haroun what you have feen. I 
went inftantly to that prince, who aifembled 
the grandees of the ikte, and caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed Caliph. 



E4 HAROUN- 
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Harouit. 

c^.«r.7^ H A R OU N-A L-R A S H I D.. 
The TWENTY-FOURTH CALIPH. 

ThcC^ph T TAROUN having attained the throne 

whole confi- XJl in thc manner already mentioned, a not- 

dcncc in the ply rewarded the perfons to whom he was 

vizir J^hia. indebted for his crown and his life. The 

vizir Jahia, who had fo ftrongly oppofed 

Hadi's deiign of excluding Haroun from the 

Caliphate, was continued in his poft. The 

new Caliph placed his whole confidence in 

that minifter> whom he had always about 

him. 

He confents . The great favour fhe wn by Haroun to this 

XpoT^c offi<^^r> g^i^e^ hi«^ *« ^igheft credit : the 
vizir's fon, fovereigjis of the dates bordering on the 
^^^^^^|muflujman empire, courted his friendfhip ; 
daaghter* ^d fome of them even proposed to make a 
family<«alliance with him* 
' Ainongft others, the king of Chozarar of- 
fered him the princefs his daughter as a wife 
for one of his fons : the match was too ad van-r 
tageous to be refufed; and the minifter fpoke 
of it to the Caliph, who readily gave his con- 
fent. The king of Chozaiar immediately 
caufed the princefs to begin her journey, with 
a numerous train of lords, who accompanied 
bcr to the frontiers of. the Caliph's domi* 
nions, where flie was received with the ut- 
rooft pomp and ceremony. But (he had 

fcarcQ 
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^arce travelled a few miles in the inuflul- Hamxtn* 
man territories, when (he was feized with Hcgyrm 170. 
a violent fit of the cholick- which obliged ^^ ^'^ '^^ 
her to flop at a place called Bardaha ; when Death of the 
the fit became fo violent, that all remedies P^"^^^- 
were ineiFed:ua], and the princefs died. 

The vizir was fo much the more grieved Hcgyra 171. 
at this lofs, aa it engaged the Caliph in a war. ^- ^' 7^7* 
The kiD^ of Chozarar accufed die Muflbl- '^^ "^g <^ 
men of having killed his daughter: it iSmak^Min- 
not known on what reafons he founded fo curfion on the 
odious an accufation -, but it is certain he de- ^^^^ ^^ 
clared war againft the Caliph, and it was 
foon known at Bagdat, that the troops of ^ 
that prince were on their march, in order . 
to fall on the empire. 

The MuiTulmen, amazed at fo fudden an 
incurfion, haftened to defend their frontiers; 
but the Caliph having been obliged to iehd 
his beft troops to the borders of Greece, on 
account of fome commotions which hap- 
pened there, he had no other forces to op-*' 
pofc the Chozararians, but fuch as were new 
levied add undifeiplined, who were unable 
to flop the progrefs of the enemy: part of 
them were cut in pieces, and the remainder 
put to the rout ; and the conquerors having 
ravaged the whole country into which they 
made their irruption, returned home with 
an infinite number of prifoners whom diey 
made flaves. 

The Caliph's army was more fucccfsful Hcgyra 17^. 
on the bgrdcrs of Greece. The eroprcfs^^*''-7«^^ 

Irene 
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Hak^ovn* Befides the great pains the Caliph took in 

Hpgyra 175. making thcfe improvements, he alfo applied 

• «r- 791^ himfelf to the revival of good order in his 

dominions ; he ordained An&. and falutary 

laws, and appointed fuch magiflrates as wene 

likely to adminiiler equal juitice to his fub- 

jefts. It was his love for jaftice in particu-* 

lar, that gained him the firname of AI-Ra- 

fliidj which fignifies Judge, or Lover oB 

Juftice. 

But what idea ibever hiftoriiuis may have 
endeavoured to give us of thatCaliph's goiE^ 
nefs; moderation, and equity, certain in- 
ftances will foon be mentioned, which ihew 
fo great an oddity of temper, and £0 great 
diihonefty, cruelty, and barbarity, as fink, 
him beneath hiimanity. 

It vfould be very difficult, for example^, 
to juftify Ae treatment he beftowed on a 
oohfiderablc pcrfonage of the family of Ali, 
with whom he bafely broke his word, after 
having engaged it in the moft iblemn man>^ 
ner. The fa<S is as follows : 
Hcgyrai76. Whilft the Caliph was cjijoying the 

and vigilance eftablifhed in his dominions^ 

he was informed that a numerous party had 

arifen in Georgia andDilaim; and that he. 

was threatened with nothing lefs than the 

lofs of his crown. 

Jahia, a def- The party of ^e Aliens ftill fubfifted 5 for 

All^pro- notwithftanding all his attempts to extermi-^ 

claimed Ca- nate tbem, he had not been able to effedt 
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his defign. Jahia, the ion of Hafan, aHARouK. 
defcendant of Ali in a right line, had hap- Hcgyra 176. 
pily efcaped the fearch that had been made ^ ' ^' '^** 
at the times a refolution was taken to de- 
ftroy that family. He had privately formed 
a confiderable party, and the revolt grew to 
fuch a head, that at lafl he was openly de- 
clared Caliph. 

Haroun was no fooner informed of this 
difagreeable event, than he took the moft 
prudent meafures to put an end to the re- 
bellion. He ordered Fadhell to march at 
the head of fifty thoufand men to reduce 
the rebels. That general having advanced 
to'Ghorafan, had probably an opportunity 
of being thoroughly acquainted with the cha- 
racter and difpofition of Jahia, and of judging 
with what great eafe he might prevail on 
him to return to his duty, by treating him 
with rcfpeft, and flattering him with the 
hopes that a provifion Ihould be made for 
him, fuitable to his great merit and high 
extradlion. 

FadheU therefore halted inChorafan, and Fadhell pre- 
privately fent to Jahia a trufty perfon, who, ^^ ®» %? 

*^ir ^'vi ^ ^ jvto treat with 

at the lame time that he exaggerated the ^ caliph. 
number of forces Jahia would foon have to 
combat vnth, fu^efted to him the means c^ 
avoiding the misfortune that threatened him: 
he expatiated upon the great defire which 
Fadhell had expreffed to continue upon 

Caceable terms with him, and informed 
m, that the general had already paved 

the 
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HAjM^m. ihe w^y to tis i^oneiliation witji Hsi 
I*gr«^^l^ r^w; that he had afliwred th^C^ph, that 
Q.«. 79^. Jahia ought motto he made acqount^feie fojr 
ihi^ f^vcdt of Qcor^^ ?Lii4 if fee h^ apr 
cepted the Caliphatt, k wsts only to wmply 
«ri<sh the idefir^s of the Aliens, ^hp had 
t$ktn ladv^atage of his prfitffifiow to Q9inr 
pel him to head them, and uwJeit^e g war 
tstgtinA his will ^ in a word, the artful «tgo- 
icia^Qr £o well peiformed his part, that Ja-- 
Ji^ w«^ Aaggesed, tod entered ioto :atcon£ef> 
fipnce oa the means which nsiight be »fed to 
Appeafe H»roui«k's wrath, and fecure hksk 
fmsa As «^feat;niieftt of the Aliens, whfi^ 
ffould douhtkfs attempt to wreak thdu: v^txr 
^^9^c^ <m him ibr 4e%<wg them. 

The meffcoger fi^tdwg that nothing rc^ 
makned but to provide for Jahia's fecuiity, 
looked on the affair us conchi(ipd. He pro- 
pofed to him to efca;pe from Georgia, aiid 
gp to Bagdat, that Jie might make a roiun'* 
««ttionin theprefence of Haroun, whp^ oo 
;^ his part, would take him under his proj- 
8io(3ion, ftnd afford him ^ fure ifylum at his 
^eottrt, stgainft all fuch ^ (hould make any 
^tfienaft ijpon his perfon. 
' Jahia ibxiefeeing the confequences of a ilep 
i!)£ h great importjincc, raifcd many diffi>- 
^iilties i but the\ne^)ciartor iblved them all^ 
land at JaS prevailed on him to write a let- 
rtcr twiA his own hand to Fadhell, with an 
3«3eount of the refolutions he had taken> that 
ith^ nwght be imparfied to Haroun, who 

could 
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cpuld aloae give the fecurity neceffary to put Harwh^ 
a £nal end to the affair. Hegyra 176. 

Fadhell, highly pleafed with the fuccefs^*'-79«- 
of hi^ negociation, diipatched a particular The Caliph 
account of it to the Caliph, Haroun, who J^^^J"^ 
was delighted to find the rebellion ended r^ty for his 
with fo fetle difficulty, and without blood- ^ and libera 
ihcd, fcnt to Fadhell a writing under his^* 
hand, by which he promifed, on his honourt ' 
that he would treat Jahia with all the re- 
{pcGt due to his birth ; and that he would ne- 
ver take^the leafl ftep, in order to deprive 
him either of life or hberty j and left ^ 
Alien ihould ftart any new difficulty^, Qn4K>- 
jcoutxt of fufpicions he might coAertaiii t^ 
fome of his courtiers, he caufed tj^e wt^i6gi^ 
to be f^ned by the chiefs ^ the Aba!fiian$> 
ajnd by all the grandees of the ftate. 

This authentick obUgatipn was fbrthwi^ 
fent to Jahia. Fadhell's .envoy, who wj^s 
fo fuccefsful in the former |)art of the ner 
gociation, was appointed to complete it, an(l 
folly apfwercd the expeda^ions of his prih- 
cipaL Jahia ieeing the writing %Bbed hf 
die Caliph's own hand, and ftrengthened by 
the confent of the chief of the ppbiUty, 
made no farther otgedtions on that head-^ 
but he was mxich at a lofs to know how 2^ 
fhould get out of the h^nds rof the Alifln^. 
The meffenger alfo removed this difficulty, 
and fo well contrived his meafures, that^ 
carried him out of Georgia, .and iiot the Uftft 
fufpicioa wasentertamedpf his efeape- ^IJe 

coadudted 
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Hahouk. conduced him with all fpeed to Chorafail^ 
Hegyra 176. where Fadhell, at the head of his troops^ 
Ch.aar.792. gave him a very honourable reception : and 
after Jahia had refted a few days, he fef 
out with the general for the court of Bagdat. 
Hegyra 177. There he received from the Caliph all the 
Ch. XT. 793. polite and civil treatment he could expert 
Jahia comes from a princc, who piqucd himfelf on his 
^^'^^^|^'^noble and generous fentiments. "Think 
meets with a yourfelf at home, my lord," faid he, " and 
very gracious bg ^^.^^j I>rould fhare my throne with 

reception. .^ , 1 /• -r 

you, if It was m my power to do 10 ; I 
defire you will live entirely after your own 
manner ; you may vifit me if you think fit, 
or you may decline it j I {hall in either cafe 
be well pleafed, as I Ihall be certain that 
you do what is moft agreeable to you." Ha- 
roun then gave him a ftately apartment in 
the palace ; appointed officers to attend him ; 
in a word, he omitted nothing likely to pleafe 
a prince who had fo generoufly put himfelf 
into his hands. 

Jahia, full of fentiments of gratitude for 
fo kind a treatment, did not repent of the 
ftep he had taken : on the contrary, he ra- 
tified in the Caliph's prefence what he had 
promifed by the mouth of Fadhell, and be- 
ing highly fatisfied that he had efcaped the 
danger intb which he would have been 
drawn by the revolt of the Aliens, he fettled 
at the court of Bagdat, where he enjoyed 'a 
tranquillity, which he was fenfible he could 
' not have met with amongft rebels. 

But 
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Jut th§|e h^ppy 4ays were of no long du- Haeowii- 
ratiQfl. Haroun, either through his natural H«gyra ij$. 
jn^Copft^Kiy, or by the inftigatiQn qf ibme ^^ ^* ^^** 
of his courtiers, changed his condu<5l to- He is affaffi- 
wat^a Jehift, Th<>wgb he had no caufe to^f^^^^^ 
icar » rival wh^ h*d taken refuge at his^ 
Jivariy and h*i giv^n ap all his hopes and . 

pretcnfioiia for the ifafce :Qf pQace, yet he 
jff)fleiaed> thai whilft he lived ^ party might 
4rife in hi^ favour, and might fct him on the 
thfone 5 hjs therefore cruelly refqlved to 
make away with that prince. Fadhell, Gi- 
^Jflfer, and the rfeft of the Barmeeida?, de- 
tefted the defign, and did all in their power 
to preyerit th? Caliph from executing it; 
but their remonftrancea werein^^^ual, and 
it wj^s foon known that the unhappy Jahia 
had been aflailinated. . 

Such of theCaliph'^ fubgefts M kn^w of the 
fokmn prpmi&s he h^ made to that prince, 
-wwe filled with ifldignatton at fo bafe aji 
aftion, which greatly iullied bis character ; 
and it was long e'er they could recover the 
oonfteraation tibey had been thrown into ^ 
fuch a.pkce of treachery. 

But by degrees the fatal in^preflipns whi<?h 
were made 4>n the Caliph's fubj«ft«, by bis 
falfe and cruel behaviour, were diflipated : 
plaufible reafons were invented to juftify 
Wm ; the adulation of his couttiers, the 
woik3 of the men of letters who wer^ pro- 
lefted by Haroun, and above all^ the zeal 
he aflfe^d toihew in the perfbrnwpcp'of r^ 

Vofct III. F ligious 
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Haroun. ligious duties, all contributed to fet him 
Hcgyra 179. right even in the opinion of thofe- who had 
c:h.«r. 795. appeared to be the moft incenfed againft 

him. 
The Caliph Jn a fhort time he performed an a<ft, by 
^conS" which he regained the efteem of all his fub- 
to Mecca, jedts. He declared he would go on a piU 
grimage to Mecca ; and he accordingly fet 
out from Bagdat with all the outward ap- 
pearances of the greateft devotion. He tra- 
velled to that city on foot, and performed 
at the Caabah all the ceremonies prefcribed 
by Mahomet : from thence he went to Me^^ 
dina, and having prayed at the prophet's 
tomb, he returned to Bagdat, having gained 
in all places he went to, a great character 
for his piety, fweetnefs of difpofition, and 
love for the people. . 
HcgyraiSo. On his Tcturn to the capital he refumed 
• «f • 79^- j^js converfation with the learned ; and as 
he gave them frefh marks of favour and pro- 
tedion^ his praifes were celebrated by hiftoi- 
riarts, but more efpecially by the poets, who 
loudly proclaimed the virtues and talents o£ 
their benefaftor y and it would have been 
happy for him, if their elogies had incited 
hinl to gain the good qualities he wanted, Or 
had confirmed him in the pra<ftice of thofe 
virtues he already poffefled. 
Hegyra 181. But whilft they were thus applauding the 
Ch, «r. 797. candor j equity, and integrity of that prince,^ 
he, through an oddity of difpofition, for 
which no plaufible reafon can be given, 

contradicted 
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contradifted all their praifes by the perpe- HAftouN. 
tration of a fhnmeful deed» which was byHegyraiSi. 
fo much the more difhonourable, as it was ^^ *^* ^^^7' 
premeditated} and the blow once ftruck, 
he juftified the aft with the utmof): obfti- 
nacy, and would not fufFer any perfon to 
tell him he had done amifs ; though, at the 
fame time, he could not deny the injuftice 
of his proceedings. 

This aft related to the illuftrious family Hiftory of the 
of the Barmecide. Though the Caliph had®"™"^^- 
the greateft obligations to that family, yet 
he refolved to deftroy them, and that on a 
very extraordinary account. This fadt is a 
point of iQ much confequence in the life of 
Haroun, that it deferves to be folly explain- 
ed 5 I (hall therefore {hew, with all poffible 
concifenefs, what the Barmecidae were, and 
by what ftrange fatality, after having been 
loaded with ridies and honours, both by the 
Ommiyans and Abaffians, they fuddenly 
fell into diigrace and extreme wretchednefs. 
In the clofe of Soliman*s reign, mention 
hath been made of a prince named GiafFer, 
i0iied from the ancient kings of Perfia, who 
having been forced to fly his country, came 
with his family and fettled in that Caliph's 
dominions ; and an account hath been al- 
ready given why he was fimamed Birmeki, 
a name which defcended to all his pofte^ty^ 
who were then called the Barmecidse. ^Se Bsm^ 

GiafFer was in the higheft degree of fa-ddaundcrthc 
vour with the Ommiyans. His children, ^J^g^^ 
F z who 
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Harovk. ^ho inherited his virtues and great cap^oitjr^ 
Hcgyr^ \Su ^^j.^ ^^ cqaaljy fortunate; and after hav-r 
ing filled thwe moft eminent pofts in the time 
pf the Idft Caliphs of th& hoi^fe of Qmxni-r 
yah, they kept their footing under the 
Abftfliam. 

Jahia, one of Giaffer's defcendanta, was 
/ chief of the family of the Barmecide in the 
caliphate of Haroun. When that pririai 
afcended the throne, he continued hinli in 
the poft of viar, which he had enjoyed un* 
der the two preceding Caliphs. Indcpcn^ 
dent of that minifter's fuperior merit. Ha* 
roun had a particular rcafon to hcftow his 
favour on him. Jahia had prefided over 
his education ; he had infpired hiip with a 
tafte fqr literature; and to him thevCaJiph 
was indebted for the progisfs he had made 
in the foiences, and for the vnie regulations 
which had been formed> in order to bring 
them into hifi territories. 

The children of that minifter appeared 
with great reputation at the head of publick 
affairs. FacUiell the eldefl, had a fliare xk 
the miniilry, and at the fame time was re«- 
puted to be the greateft general of the age^ 

The fecojid, named GiafFer,. was eminent. 
for his lave ten the fciences, ^nd was ef^ 
jteemed the moft eloquent and polite writer 
of his. ti|iie« 

Mahomet and Mufa, who were the. two 
yauhgeft, kept up the reputation of their fa- 
mily, and filled with dignity fome of the chief 
employments of the ftate. As 



fives to 
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A^ they were born amidft greatnefs dndHAR<jv«. 
<jjJukhGe, Jihia their father had eafly taught Hegyr^ 181. 
Aehi to fet no farther value on riches, than ^^- ^' 797- 
^^ they Would enable them to reward virtue 
iiid relieve th^ diftreffed. " Be generous," Adwe which 
foid h€ often to them, " be liberal of your Jah^a give 
fubftahce to thofe vt^ho merit your favours on ^* ^*^^^ 
accoUht of their talents, their virtues, or 
their mi^fottuftes. Do not fear that your 
flieaiis will be diminiflied by your bounty ; 
for though, you fhould be deprived of your 
ihhiSy by the pftrmifllon of God, or the 
HTkJkednei(& of «lin^ the good ofe you hare 
Aade of &em Will aiferd yoti in inward 
^doftfelaften^ and fupport you in the day of 
adv^^fity ) Ifut if you etaploy them in luxury 
and riot, you muft foolifhly ftatter yourfchrcy 
attUt j^ou ^e atjfolttte proprietors of a blfef- 
flrtg, which k Only leM you to ufe for a time j 
afld the l6ft ^it Will drive you to defpair-" 
Thefe admirable masttmsy which were! 
not lo Ttivtth a leflbn from jaMa as a true 
pf^ibof his OWft iL^Ofli, miMietheJ deef^ei^ 
kapfeiffloftS' updnf the minds; «f his children. 
Tli*if tneifh iflc^^afed ki proportion to theJf 
years : th^y WefS fetoii Wpabteof the highcft 
ilflfetey«>el«s^ imd the Cdi^h was very car- 
«6ffi t^ trtSft thirft With the trianagemeni of 
arfftits, bfefofe they fead aftained Ae age 6f 
itaidfffoA. His great affeAfon fof then* 
l«fed many ynHj daring which time that 
fltit\4c eoif^»u^Ily heaped m them richer 
a&dhoitou#$« 

F 3 Jahia 
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Harouk. Jahia having refigned the office of viziri 

H!Pgyrai82. GlafFcr, his fccond fon, was appointed to 

. aer. 798. f^^^,ggJ j^jj^j . ^J^^ j^^ found fuch charms in 

Giafferrcfigns ^ P^^^^'^ ^^f^> that he was foonjnduccd tQ 

thevizirihipto lay down that port, which he procured for 

h^^.^ his brother Fadhell, who maintained the 

fame reputation as his father and brother 

had acquired in Aat honourable ftatipn. 

Giaffer having rid himfelf of the bur- 
then of managing the affairs of the empire, 
thought now of paffing his time with 
chearfulnefs and leafe : the Caljph, who 
alfo was the fame way inclined, became 
more fond of his favourite, infomuch that 
he would never be without hiin, nor could 
he tafte any pleafure, unjefs his 4c^r Giaffer 
was a partaker of it. 

The Caliph had an equal tendernefs for 
AbafTah, his own fifter : he took delight 
each day in paffing fome hours with her ; 
but the great afFe<ftion he bore to his fa- 
. , vourite, made him regiiet that it was impof- 
fible to have his company at the fame timie \ 
for the princefs lodged in a private part of 
the palace near the Caliph's wive?, and np^ 
perfon could gain admittance there. 

Haroun therefore refolyed, that form an4 
cuftom ihould give place to the gratificatioi^ 
of his humour; and though it was not very- 
feemly to take his fifler from the company^ 
of her own fex, and ^ccuflom h^ tq tlie 
fociety of men without a woman to ke^p 
her in countenance, he appointed W- ^pert- 
inent 
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mcnt for her in his own palace, and ordered, Haroun. 
that for the future fhe fhould conftantly eatHcgym 182. 
at his own table. Ch.«r.798. 

By this means Giaffcr had frequent op-X5iafferfaUs 
portunities of feeing an amiable princefs,on^«A>«^?^^y ^^ 
whom he had often heard the Caliph beftow ta^irthe Ca- 
the greateft encomiums. He was enchanted ^pi^'s Mcr. 
with her noble air, and above all with her 
wijt, and the graces and charms of her con- 
verfatioQ. GiafFer did not efcape the prin- 
cefs's obfervation; fhe ibon diflinguilhed him 
aibove the other courtiers ; and they infenfi- 
bly took a liking to each other. The free- 
doms that are ufed at table, and the mirth 
and chearfulnefs of the guefts, foon fur- 
nished Giaffer with an opportunity of dif- 
cloiipg his paflion, and of being convinced 
thM it was not difpleafing to her. The Ca- Hegyra 1S4. 
liph foon difcovered their mutual inclina-Ch-aer. 809. 
tions, %nd far from fhewing any refentment 
on the difcovery, he feemed inclined to make 
him completely happy, by giving him hopes 
that Abaifah ihould be his wife. 

This was the height of GiafFer^'s wifhes ;TheCaiipfa 
and 4ie princ^fs on her part having readily ^°<?^^ ^^ 
complied with her brodier's propofal. Ha- rir^,b^^n. 
roun reiblved to terminate dbat importentcUtionaiiy. 
s^ir with the utmoft expedition : but before 
it w^s concluded, he required of the tAyo 
lovers that they fhould neyer fee each other 
but in his prefence, and fhould live together 
like brother and filler. This condition was 
propofed in the midft of a fplendid enter- 
J*^ 4 tainment. 
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Harouk. lalnriKint, when the wiirc was far from be- ' 
Hegyra 184. iftg fofgot : the generality of the Syrian Cat- 
ch, aa-. 800. jjpj^g having made no fcruple of dfinkiftg 
that liquor publickly and to excefs* 

GilfFer and AbaiTah probably flattered 
themfelves, that fa fingular a conditi(Mi as 
the Caliph had imfbofed on them^, WM rather 
an efiedt of the fumes of liquor than of a fised 
refolntion : they therefore promifed, »)d even 
fwore to obey Haroun*s order*, in hopes 
that wh^n he came to railed on fo ridicu^ 
lous a prohibition, he would be the fi^ to 
dilpcnfe with the performance of it. 

The marriage wasthtn&fore celebrated on 

that condition ^ and OialSer, who depended 

upon feeing it foon invoked, was gre^itly 

amaoced when the Caliph again told hini he 

muft not think of ufing the prerogatives of 

a hufi^and With Abai^h, and threatened 

him even wtth deadly if he Ihould find his 

wders not complied with. 

Hegyra 185. Thtey Were fotxred therefore to confeht to 

ch.aBr.8oi. ^1^3 rigofous {MTohibttion ; and indeed the 

Thwtmf- unji^py pair did not dare fdr a long time 

r^it" to iS^ the cruel law Ae CaUph ha4 

the Caliph, impofed xsa them : bbt AbiyfiMi having 

fent to her hulband iffst& verfes,* in whi«^ 

ih^ 

I 

* The following is the purport oF Abaffah^s veries, ab 
B'Herbelot relates them mfti Beh Afatt Ajeiah, an ArdbS^ 
hiflorian: 

" I dtd refolve to keep my flame fi prifoner in my br^^ifts 
but fpight of me it has force4 its way, and now teyeals irfral 
If yoQ dk) not yield to t^s dfeclarati6l^ n^ ttodifty wiUl pii^ 
together with my fecret. But if you fcjei^ it, jroji will laye 
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(hty in a very ingenious manner, cxprcflcd Hamum* 
Ber ardent paflion ; Giaffer anfw^red her In hcgyra 165. 
the fame firain, and they ibrgot the CaEph's ^' «^- ^^** 
prohibition- 

The efFcfts of their mutual commerce 
foon appeared, and they were forced to ufe . 
every kind of artifice to prevent the prince 
from difcovefkig it. Abaflah fo managed 
,hcrperfon, that fhetmpofed on the Caliph, 
and was delivered of a fon without its bemg 
kflown at court. The child was imme- 
diately carried to Mecca to be pivatcly 
brought tip. 

The Caliph Would ever have remained The c^phii 
i|notaM of the event, if a bafc llave, whom'^™'^''^^ 
mey were obliged to cntmft with the fecret, 
had not revealed it : however, the Caliph 
took no notice of the information he had 
received ; he delayed his vengeance till the 
time hfc (hottld go a journey to Mecca, where 
he expefted to meet with fuch information 
as was necejSary to iet the matter in a clear 
light. " 

When he arrived at that city he caufed 4Hcgy« 186. 
3ftri<3: enquiry to be made, and he found that C^- «r. Soi. 
Giaffer had aftually fent thither his child 
which was born of Abaflah^ but he .could 
not poifibly difcover where the child was j 
for fofoon as the Caliph fet out on his jour- 
ft«y to Mecca, the infant was taken from 

my lire by your r^ufal : liowever it be, t am Tore t ibatt 
not die unrevenged, for my dea& wifl plainly ftiew who yfsm 
p^ murderer," 

thence j 
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Haroun, thence ; and not all his authority could pro-f 
ChfSlsoz. cure him the leaft intelligence to what place 

it had been carried. 
?* P^. *^ Haroun was fo exaiperated againft the un- 
andAbaflah, happy pair, that he rpfoived from that mo- 
andextermi- ijientto deftroy them, and at the fame time 
;^jj;^"-tp put to death the whole race of the Bar- 
rnecidae. He began with GiafFer, whofe 
head he ordered to be ftruck off: he then 
fent orders to Bagdat, in confequence of 
which the unfort^nate Abaflah was put tp 
death on the fpot-f-. Jahia and his children 
were caft into prifon, their eftates were con- 
fifcatjcd^apd all their relation^ ihared the fame ^ 
fate J they were fei2;ed in different provinces 
of the empire^ and for die nioft part died 
either a violent death, or in extreme want 
and mifery. 
Gpnftancv of TThis terrible misfortune fet the courage and 
Wiia under ^jy heroical conftancy of Jahia, that chief 



limes. 



f Some Arabian writers (ay, that the unfortunate Aballah 
was thrown into a welL Abu Ajelah, an Arabian- author re- 
litesy that the princefs was only banifhed^ ^fid reduced to a\ 
moit miferable conditipn. He (ells i}s, that a lady of her ac- 
quaintance having met her in the place of her exile, had z 
converikion with her, in which Abaffiik calling to mkid her 
former, grandeur, informed the lady ihe had once four hun- 
dred flaves to wait on her, and that fhe was then in want of 
every thing $ diat fhe had nothing but two fiieep ikins, one 
of which ferved for a fhtft, theotb^ fpr agpwi|» bfit thatflie 
did not repine at her iituation : that fhe attributed her mis- 
fortunes to her want of gratitude for the Weffiiigs of provi- 
4eBce ; that fhe conf^fled her crime, and fepent^l of it, and 
was contented. The lady then made her a prefent of five 
hundred drachmas, with which fhe feemed as well pleafed as 
if fhe had been r^bilored to her former rank. D'Herbelot 
BibUothcquctwient. . 

of 
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qf the Barmecidae, in its true light. This Hakovm. 
unfortunate old man gave proofs of itHegyrai86. 
(though he was loaded with chains) when-^^^*^^ 
cyejr he was vifited in prifon by any of hL? 
friends: for though^ after the manner of 
courtiers, the inoil part of them abandoned 
him the moment fee fell into cjiigrace, yet 
there were a few who were fb gei>erous a$ 
not to deffiTt him 1^ his misfortuiies ; and 
who iirove to arm him with patience to bear 
up againft tjie ills vyith which hp was ppr 
preffed. 

Jahia was thoroughly fenfible of the great 
Yalujei of their friendfliip ; ho^y;evjer, he conr 
vinced them that virtue had long put him 
out of the reach of the ftrokes of fortune. 
*f Power and riches" fald he to them, " are 
no more than loans, which fortune trufts to 
man 5 we muft be contented with the ufe of 
them for a feafon^ She hath chofen us for 
m example to fuch as /hall con^e after us, 
that they may learn not to be proud pf her 
gifts, but to make a prudent ufe of them. 
God doth nq wrong to man in withdrawing 
the favours he hath in a plenteous manner 
bcftowed on him. He owed him nothing ; 
he hath gratified him therewith according 
to his own appointed timie : it is now his 
pleafure to confer thetn on others ; it is our 
4»ty to fubmit to his will. The wife man 
ought nqt to covet riches, but he may re- 
ceive them, in order to employ them for the 
good of the flate j and fliould enjoy the r«? 
^ fiduc, 
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Haroiti^. fiHue, only as a traveller* enjoys bis reft for a* 

Hegyra i86. night at hiS Ifln on a jourrtey/* - ' 

Clu«r. toi. g^^jj ^^^^ ^j^g fentimeftts of that idttii- 

fable wan ift the height of his miefortunes. 
He dfo endeavoured to eomfort his children ^ 
whb w^te Gdftfined in the fattie prifon ^ith 
him, ^nd who being of an Agt to erijoy thfe 
cjhoieeft favours of fortune, v^ere nfidW de*- 
je^Sted. At the fatal change. " How is it pof- 
iible/' faid ont of his childi'gft to him one? 
d&y, " that having ferved God and thfe ftat6 
with the utmoft zeal and application s having!; 
Ibved to htdow favoufS on all me A j and 
hftVing done nothing againft the Callbh for 
which We can be juftly blamed, we mould 
yet be reduced to fo wfetched a condition ?** 
** It 1^ pfefhaps,*' anfwered Jfthia> " the voke 
<tf feme diftrefled perfort, who hath cried 
aloud to heaven for vengeance ftgskihft us ; 
perhaps vsre have unwittingly negled:ed to ad- 
niinifter juftles to fome perfon under dppfef-- 
&on : if the trima is iftv6lufitary, the divine 
irtefcy will pardon us. • Perhaps it h an ef- 
fea of his g(>6diief8, td ihew us thfc iftftabl^ 
JHy of the goods of this world > he may be 
plfeafed t» fry our faith, to ffee if we IdVe him: 
more thsti ou^felves ; if we adof* him in 
ji^rofpcri^, atfd in adverfity : equally juft m 
all 6onditioh& ih which he/'fhall piact us, he 
Will obiifetfete all bur faults, and make us 
WWthy 6f ' hito/* What could Jahia . ha:ve 
filld ftior^v if be had been enlightened with 
the truths of chriftiaftity ? 

The 
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Th« uojuft an^;upeQmmP» aB}mo% of Hawuh. 
<be Ctiiph agiMqft ^« PjifmwMte, was notgeffi^iaisfi, 
fetisfifid with the loDg imprifoiiment he made ^' ^' ^^ 
that Y^wfabljsioW i^ap fofef i he put an end J^*" p* ** 
tp h» mifiifortttfJies only by coiwtRanding him '* 
A? be, put to df aih, and the erwel ocder was 
executed in prifon. They ^A% undertook 
to di^tgh him, bfeught back to the CaJiph 
a paper, which they fpund fixed en the breaft 
of the pretended criminal j on it wa« con- 
^ned in his own Ijand-writing, " The ac- 
«vded is gone firft j the aceufej w.ili foon. folr 
low hifjAi thfiymuft both appear before tb«t 
tribunal where falfe pleas and illieit proc^df- 
ing$ will not avail." , ^ 

The inflexible Haroun was fomewhat 
moved on reading the papery he feetned to 
be for ry that he had aiSed fo rigoroofly againft 
a venerable p«don,.to whofe charge he conld 
lay no crijnej but thip change was of w> 
fervice to ithe reft of the family of that un- 
f^ituna^ nninifter : not one pf them could 
oht«n a pardon, or a reftitntion of their 
eftate;. and. eflei^li infooiuch that fueh of 
^e«ia«elR:aped death, were obll^, £:>rj^ 
mc^ part, to go far from Bagdat, and not 
darifigto difcover themfclve? in. the places 
where they took flielter, wew foroed to.^ 
few Ujc meaneft cmptoynnente to get a tve- . 
lihood. . ' 

. HarovR carried hi$ unjuft refentooent 
agaifift that iamHy & far, as to atten»p( to 

aboliOi 
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Harovk; aboliih the memory of them : but his pro- 
Hcgyrai86. hibltions againft Jpcaking of them were long 
Ch.aBr.8o2. jn vain, and he could no otherwife impofc 
The Caiipii filence on the people, than by proclaimiog 
aKKf *^^^ ^^ ^^^^ pcrfons as ftiould prefume td 
memory of make the leaft mention of the B^mecid^ 

Je Banned. {j^q^\^ f^ff^^ ^^^1^. 

There was however an old' man, venera^ 
ble both on account of his virtues and ad- 
Ifc caafe an vanced age, who, through the afFedtion, ref^ 
feBcdfor^ P^^ ^^ gratitude he bore to the memory 
frrakingm of the BarmccidsB, dared the Caliph's pro- 
"arprafe. hibition, and openly fpoke in their praifc 
without fearing his menaces. 

Mondir, for fo the old man was called, 
vfed every day to take his fbstnd before one 
of their chief houfes, and entertain the paf- 
fengers with an account of the virtues, no- 
ble a<Sions, and gcnerolity of the Barmecide, 
and of the great fervices they had done the 
ftjrte. The Caliph having been informed of 
the old man's boidnefs, caufed him to be 
apprehended, and he was fbon condemned 
to die. Mondir received his fentence with 
the greateft refolution, and aiked no other 
favour but that he might be permitted t0 
fpcak a few words to the Caliph before it was 
put in execution. 
RejBonfiniii- Haroun having confented, the old man 
cesoftheold made him fo pathetick a fpeech, that the 
SLh! prince had not the power to interrupt him. 
Mondir reprefented, with equal warmth and 

refped, 



the ARABIAN S. i^9 

rcfpecft, how greatly the muffiilman ftate wa^ HAioUN.' 
indebted to the unfortunate Barmecidae. "You Hcgyia J86^ 
chofe them, O commander of the faithful," ^;'"' ^°^- 
faid he; " to govern the empire under your 
authority; you placed confidence in themj 
you yourfelf acknowledged their uncommon 
merit, their zeal, their capacity. Honours and 
favours were abundantly beftowed on them be- 
fore our eyes; you taught us to love and revere 
them ; and can your people be culpable for 
entertaining fentiments, to which you yourr 
felf have given rife ? They have fhewn them- 
fclves to be faithful fubjedls, the fupport of 
your throne, and beneficent to all fuch as 
were indigent or oppreffed : how then can 
we forget dieir benefits, their virtue?, their 
fcrvices ? You may filence the bafe and the 
ungrateful 5 but your power does not ex- 
tend to Ae emotbns of die heart, or the 
fentiments of the mind : and I dare boldly 
ajSert, that if you fhould attempt to conftrain 
and fmotherthem by threats of punilhment, 
you would only add to their ftrength and vi- 
gour ; and the very ruins of the palace of th6 
Barmecidas would loudly proclaim their 
praife, fliould we be fo ungrateful as to re- 
main filent/' 

' This difcourfc made a very deep impref- 
fion upon the Caliph ; be even feemed to be 
moved to compafiion : it was then hoped he 
would have (h^wn a forrow for his conduct 
towards the Barmecide ; but that prince only 
1 revoked 
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Harouk. revoked the crjwsl fcat«nce he had paffedoi* 
H^ra i86. jvtoodir, and fet hi^m at liberty, 
. .^' '* The old man overjoyed, npt fo much thftj; 
be had cicaped with life, as tliat he had api- 
peafed the wrath of the Caliph againft an il^ 
luftrious familvi which had been fo unji»iHy 
profcribed, fell ,^\ his feQt to return him 
thanks: when. he arofe in order to depart^ 
he was amazed tp fee the Caliph make him 
a prefent : it was a goldeA plajte. Mondir> 
wh^n he receiv^c^ i^j gs^ve a fr^(h proof of 
Jus inviolable regard for the Barmecides ; for 
looking on Haroun's mwnifiwn^c as a cer- 
tain proof that he was pot difpleafed with 
the commendations he. h^d heftowed op 
that family, (hewing .the. prince'^ gift, he 
cried out, '^ This is a pew fsfvoyr I have re- 
ceived from thp hands of the Barpiepi^/* 
Arabian aii- In vain therefore did Harovip ftrive to eif^ 
A^pSfes'S' t^^winate the 'remembr^w. of, i family f? 
thcBarmc- produdUve of eminent m©n> who hs^d don^ 
*«^- the moft important fcrvice^ to the ftatfi. Thf 

voice of the people avenged them for the 
cruelty and injiiftice of the prince. Authors^^ 
on their part, as welj poets as hiftofiai^?, 
loudly celebrate their praiiej ^nd it has beea 
obferved, that there never was either prini^f 
or XuU>n amongft the Af ahians, who em- 
ployed the pens of fo nwny writers as tbp 
Barmecide. The. beneficent eharafter qf 
.that family, i^ perfe^y well e;3(prjsfle4 m 
the Arabian v^rfes qjted by ^\ Makia. 

« Children 
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*^ Children of Barmeki," faid the poet, ttARduN. 
** what great good ye did in this world, Hegyra i86. 
and what great good ye would ftill have^^*^* ®^^' 
done! The earth, which was heretofore 
your Ipoufe, is now become your widow/' 

Arabian authors agree in general, that the Different opU 
difaftrous fate of the Barmecidae was owing "^®"s ^^^ 
to a difguft taken by Haroun to fome a(St of ^„ft?*ff th« 
Giaffer, the fon of Jahia ; but they difagree ™in of th« 
as to the particular caufe of the Caliph's re-^*^^^ 
fentment againft his favourite. Some fay 
it was for not duly complying with the con- 
dition which was prefcribed on his marriage 
with Abaflah. Others affert, that Haroun 
having refolved to put to death Jahia, prince 
of the Aliens, he charged Giaffer with that 
commiffion, who refufed to imbrue his hands 
in the blood of an innocent man j and 
therefore the Caliph caufed his head to be 
cut off, and depriveSTthe whole family of 
his favour. . And others again relate, that 
the ruin of the Barmecide was owing to the 
jcaloufy which the Caliph entertained of theif 
immenfe riches. That prince being on d 
progrefsirt fonie of the provinces of his do- 
minions, faw in feveral places lands and 
magnificent caftles, . which they told him 
belonged to GiaiFer 5 and unluckily for the 
favourite it happened, that when the Ca- 
liph afked who was the proprietor of the 
grcateft part of the caftles which ftood at a 
confiderable diftance the one from the other, 
the anfwerwas ftill, Giaffer*. 

Vol; III. G Thefc 
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Ha%qvi». Thefe immenfe riches, added to the con 
Hcgyrai86. fiderablc cftatcs, of which the relations c 
Cl>.ajr. 802. ^j^^j favourite were in poffeffion, gave rifi 
fome authors fay, to fufpicions and feai 
in Haroun's breadl: ; and he refolved fortb 
with to deftroy fo powerful a family, t 
prevent the mifchiefs they might be able t 
do him. 

Thefe are the fentiments of the fever 

authors who have mentioned the fjiUof tl: 

Barmecidae. I have followed that opinio 

which fccmed to be the beft founded; bi 

what choice fbever had been made among 

the feveral opinions, they all tend to ful 

the charadier of Haroun, and to fhew, 1 

has been already obferved, that if, on fon 

accounts, he deferved the firname ofjudg 

or Lover of Juftice, in other parts of h 

conduft he was far from meriting a title : 

glorious to a fovereign. I (hall now refun 

the thread of the hiftory of that Calip 

which I was forced to break, that all I h\ 

to fay of the Barmecidae might be relat( 

without interruption. 

Haroun di- Whilft the Caliph was employed in fran 

vides the em- jjjg ^jfg ^^^ falutary orders arid regulatio; 

his chiidrcnl in the ftate, he refolved to divide his door 

nions amongft his children, and to entail tl 

Caliphate upon them, fucceffively 5 but 1 

prudence failed him in taking this fke 

which was fo likely to produce, and actual 

did caufe,^ great feuds and animofiti 

amongft them. 

Haroi 
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Haroun lud three ibns^ the ddefl: o^HAitbititf. 
which was called Amin, ihe fecond Ma-Hegjri^ ti6. 
Mon, and the third Motaffem 5 the eldcft ^^- *'* ^®*' 
was to have Chaldea, the three Arabias^ 
Affyria, Mcfopotatnia, Media, Syrid, Pa- 
leftine^ Bgypt, and all Africa as far as th6 
eceaii. 

Ta the fecond he aj^inted Perfia, the 
Indij^s, Chorafan, Tabereftan> Zabul, Cha-> 
bul, arid Maweralnaherj a country beyond 
the river Oxut. 

Motaflcm, who was the youngeft, had^ 
for his fhare, Armenia, Natolia, Georgia^ 
CircaHiaj and all (he country above and 
roond about the Euxine fea. 

Haroun oaufed a^U his children^to confent 
to this ^partition 3 and it was afterwards con-^ 
firmed by the g«indees of the ftate, who 
took an oath for the due perfc^mance of it^ 
He theq went to Meccai and ordered letters 
patents tp be prepared, containii^g an ac-» 
count of the divifion of his territories, which 
were publickly pitDclaimed at the gate of 
the Caabah, and i^terwards fixed on the 
door of the temple of Mecca; 

But it is necefiary to be dbferved that the 
territories fo allotted were not to be held by 
thofe to whom they were given as indepen- 
dent ibvereignties : the inveflkure of them 
was to -be granted by the Caliph, as lord 
paramouBt. . .^ 

^Haroun being returned to Bagdat, re- Hegyra ij/. 
twpA iiateH%ence43f 4he revolutions which ch. xr. s©3- 

-:. i G a had 
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Haroum* had h^penetii in the Grecian empire. If tfn< 

HegyraiSy. had been depofed;:;,tLrfd Nicephoras hav- 

ckaer. 8o3.-j^g attaipedrthe thrtae, was taking pro- 

The Greeks Per meafures to fecure the poffeffion of it 

obtain a pro- He wrotc E Very pathetical letter to theCa- 

the u^*! ^ liph> Oft the: advantages they fhould.r^cipro 

cally find in fparing the blood of their fub 

jedts. , He defired Harxjunto continue th( 

truce he hftdfprmerly granted to the fcmprel 

Irene, and he pran^ifed pundually to per 

form the' conditions on which flie obtained 

it. 

The Caliph, who was well pleaied tofini 
the. new emperor becooie his tributarj 
without cxpofing the lives of his fubjecSti 
gpmplied with Nicephotus's rcqueft ; andi i; 
' a {horttimp departed Jrom Bagdat to go an' 
fpend the winter at Jerufajem* 
. That winter proving . extremely • feven 
NicephcJrus fuppofed the ice would prcven 
the Caliph 'from fending rout'troopsr againj 
him ; and that he mightitake .advantage c 
the feafonfo attack the mjuffulftiari territc 
ries, v^bich wfcrehorderi'ng on his dominioni 
he adually fent out a ..body of troops t 
their frbritiers, who {)\it alLtofire and fworc 
and returned with a cprifid^^rahle booJy. ; 

At the tiji^ Nicephorus.made the irrap 
tiori, he commanded his embaflador to pre 
fent tojthe Caliph. feveralfwords richly oi 
namented, and of excellent temper^ mean 
ing to let that prince know-that foe the'fu 
turjc he xauft.pot exp^ft .to receive ibc ftipu 
; u ' late 



They make 
an irruption 
on the muf- 
fulman terri- 
tories. 



the ARAB I A N S. ^s 

hted tribute ; and that inftead of money, Harouk. 
he had nothing to fend him but weapons. J^gF*« ^7- 
It is faid th6 ealiph anfwered this bravado ^' ^' ^""^^ . 
by a ffelt ofxftreng^, it which all the bye- / 
ftanders were aftoriifhid : he chuffed the ' 

fwordsita be fixed together and ftufcfc ihto 
the groundi and then CM them all-afufader 
with one blow of his <ymeter. 

But fo foon as he received ihtelligence that The MuflU- 
the emperor was not only' refolvAd to with- ^^j^^^ ^^' 
hold the tribute, but had alfo ravisiged the 
frontiers' of his dominions, he could not 
contain his refentmetiti and fo foon as the 
feafon permitted, he caufed a forriiidiable 
army to march into Greece, whalaid wafte 
Baeotia, Romania, and the neighbpuring 
provinces. Wherefoever the troops came, 
they left fearful marks of blood and fire. 
They alfo took an immenfe bcioty, and re-i 
turned to the muflulman donndnions with an 
infinite number of pfifoners, whom they 
carried into flavery. 

Whilft the land forces Were making an . . 
inroad upon the provinces of the Grecian 
emperor, Haroun fent out a large fleet, 
which made a defcent on Cyprus, and ' 
ruined the whole ifland. They were pre- 
paring to deal in like manner with the ifle 
of Rhodes ; but luckily for the Greeks, the 
elements feemed to declare againft the Sa- 
racens. A terrible tempeft arofe,* which de- 
ftroyed part of their fhips ; the remainder 
of their fleet took ftielter in different ports, 
G 3 where 
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Hai^ouii. where they^ waited till tl^ :weather fltould 1 

jicgyraiss. fit for tbcHiffo put 1^9 ibajir . . 

Ch.apr,8o4- Jsficephortis ftill cpri^uing hi9 <*itrag 

S&5S*^^ the Muffulmeni th? Caliph retur»«d tl 

tk^Gfveki* nci^^t ycfir u^pn thtf Grecian: territories^ at 

t>eg|iQ to plunder in like mariner as^ hfe Ik 

4one. the preceding year. : The cmpen 

went in perfon at §^ head of hisi troops 

- oppofe Hsfoun, and irffef ed him h&tth 

the 9y^ of whith was very unfortunate 

thi? Qrec^LS ; (hey wcire totally defeated? .ar 

|>ficepbpfus had no oither means to prcvei 

the Caliph from pushing his advantages, b 

to fue for peace, and fubmit to pstj the ti 

bute, firCMli the payajeftt of which hewoui 

gladly, have exempted himfelf. 

Hegyra 189* , This, new, truce was of fome confiderab 

Chr «5r» SQ5. duration ; during which, Karoun matfc p 

parations for marching into Pcrfia, whe 

fonie commotions had. irifeny which thrca 

^ned an approaching revolt. The faJfeN 

cephorus, tho' always beaten by the Calip] 

refolved. once mqr^ to take up arms again 

him s but-concealed his defign tiU that prim 

had begun his march for Perfia, 

Hegynn9o, j^e was no fooner informed of Harbun 

C . «!• , ^jep^rtu^e for that e;5tpedition, than he toe 

The Greeks th$ field and rf^vagedfomc of the muffuhna 

break agam pfovinces. TheCaliph, enraged to the laft d( 

liph, ^ ^ *' &^^ ^garnft a prince who paid fo little rcgai 

to the faith of treaties, laid afide his marc 

intoPerfia ; and adding new troops to thoj 

he had appointed for that defign, he forme 
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ft body of heir three hundred tKoufand men, Hahoun. 
4rtd advinced « the head of his numerous Hegyra 190. 
anhy \6 iJie Grecian frontiers. ^*'' ^- *^- 

TTiis campaign was hotter than any of 
thdfe he had already made ^gainft the 
GrfeekS : he fiilly revenged himfelf on the 
eniperdr, by burning all the towns he made 
himfelf mafter of, and putting all the inha- 
bitants to the fword. He vented his chief 
rigte oil Heraclea, and the neighbouring 
citiesi which he totally deftroyed; and when 
the Grecian emperor again fubmitted to 
make jJrdpofals for a peace, the Caliph con- They obtain 
felitedj but he i-eqtiired an augmentation of P«^*^?!l^- 
the tribute ; and moreover obliged him to than the for- 
take ah bath, that he would not rebuild the mcr. 
towns *vhich the Muflulmeri had demolifli- 
ed, and that he would leave the other places 
in the condition they then were in, v^thout 
railing any fortifications for their defence. 

Peace having been made on thefe condi- Qi^ g©?! 
tioris, thfe Caliph withdrew his troops ; and 
having fufFered them to remain fome time 
in quarters of refrefhmerit, he marched into TKe Calijph 
Peffia on the enterprize which he had been?'^^*^'^^*^ 
obliged to fuipend the former year, on ac- 
count of the war with the Greeks. 

The troubles v^hich had arifen in Perfia, 
were occafioned by fome difputes touching 
religion. The Zendians (feftaries who 
have been already mentioned) had gained 
1 great number of followers. As their te- 
nets tended to the deftrudlion of the pro- 
G 4 pact's 
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phct*s dodtrine, the Caliph at firft refolded 1 
i(?nd put forces to fubdue them, and brin 
them to an uniformity of fsuth : but re 
iieding that men gire npt formed to thtin 
alike, and ?fpecially in matters of r?ligior 
jmd that much blood niuft b^ fpiUed in fud 
^n attempt, he determined to give theim fu] 
liberty of confcience, with this exceptioE 
that he WQuld feverely puniih all fuch fedia 
lies as fliould niake ufe of religion as a pre 
tence for infringing the laws, or difturbin] 
the peace of the ftate. 

The Caliph's prefenc? awed the rioters 
and foon reftor?d quiet in Perfia. He con 
tinupd there fome time to fee the effaft o 
the remedies he had iapplied to pvit an cnc 
to the difturbance j and finding them effec- 
tual, he departed from that country, anc 
went to the city of Raccah in Mefopotamia; 
where he fixed his abode. 

Soon aft^r his arrival there he was feized 
with a great dejeftion of fpirits, and was 
filled with apprehenfions that he fliould be 
attacked by fonie dangerous diftemper : 
his melancholy arofe from a dream. He 
thought he faw an arm ftretched out over 
his head, and that the hand was filled with 
red earth ; and that he, at the fame time, 
heard a voice diftindtly pronounce thefe 
words ; " This is the earth which is to co- 
yer the dead body of Haroun." That a jfe-' 
cond voice immediately faid, " Where is he 
%Q be buried ?" And that the firft voice re^ 
3 plied, 
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p^cd, "AtThous." TheCaJiph awdcedHARdw. 
in the greateft terror; and the reftedions heHcgyra 192. 
made on his dream filled:him with the ut-^*^**^'^^* 
moft difquietude. 

• His phyfician ftroveto difpel his melan- 
. fholy apprehenfions ; he affured him that 
his difbrder would eafily be cured by a free 
ufe of diverfions : that his.dream arofe only 
from indigeftion ; that it was no more than 
a chimera of thb mind; that time alone 
would produce a cure ; and that he fhould 
only prefcribe to him as an efFedhial remedy, . 
pleafures and a moderate application to bu*- 
finefs. 

The Caliph followed this prefcription ; a iwJt fa 
*nd the fatal impreffions made by his dream SamarcamL 
were infenfibly diffipated ; befides,. fome af- 
feirs of importance happened, which di- 
verted his gloomy ideas. A revolt happen- 
ed in Samarcand, and alfo in fome of the 
provinces lying beyond the Oxus. The 
lingleader of thefe infurredtions was a cap- 
tain,; named Raphius cbn Lith, a man very 
formidable for his bravery and artful con- 
duft. 

The news of this revolt caufcd a great 
hurry at the Caliph's court. Haroun fent 
his principal officers to Raccah, with orderS' 
fpeedily to levy a confiderable body of forces^: 
with whom he intended to march in pcribn, 
in order to flop the progrefs of the rebels. 

So foon as the troops were aifembled, he Hcgym 193: 
departed and went by long marches to Gcor- Ch. «r. ^ 
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Harour. i^a/wliere ht tihaugHt proper tohklt oni d.< 

Hcgyrai95. count of an inrfi^fition whifch ^|^af%id 

Ch.». 809. gj^ ^ ^^^ triOins : but having refirmerd h 

march, after fome days reft, he went to 

wards Choraian; dn his arrival there 1 

jfound himfelf fo weak that he was oblige 

to ftop kpin^ and refi^ved not to depil 

thence tiU he fhould be perfectly rec< 

Ycred, 

The Caliph is The Caliph having afked die name of tl 

S^^l^ST ^^^^^ where he was, no fooner heard it Wt 

called Thoiis, than the melancholy ide: 

which had difturbed him the preceding yea 

returned with redoubled force to his mind 

he was fitted with fearftJ appreheiifidns c 

hds approaching end, and turning td h 

phyfician, he faid io him with great emc 

tion, " Doft thou remember what I fdl 

thee at RaccaK touching my dream ? W 

ve now at Thous, virhere I am to he biii 

ricd," He then ordered Mefrour, ofte c 

his favourite Saves, to go and take up ai 

l^^ndful of eardx fomewhere ntar the dty 

and bring it to hina. 

Mefrour did as he was commanded, a'n< 
foon retih-iied to the Caliph. Thit pntiq 
feeing him with his arm bare, and holdinj 
an handful of earth of a reddifh colour,' im- 
mcdiatciy cried out, "Alas ! that is the &m 
tjbtiat k the earth I faw in my cfream^" aric 
fudd6nly his fpirits were afFedled to fo grea ^ 
degrefe, that his indifpofitiori was glreactl) 
heightened. None of the medicines they 

applied 
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applied aflfbrded him afly relief j infbmuch,HARotJK. 
fbat having languiflied a few days, hedied and Hegyra 19J. 
was buried at Thous. This prince was then^^ *^' ^ 
forty-ftfven years old, and had reigned about Haroun's 
fwenty-three years. Hfe confirmed by hig<l<»'^* 
Irfft will the partition he had made of his 
fferritories amongft his children, and thereby 
dire<fted th6y ihould fucceflively enjoy the 
€aHpliate. 

It is faid that he made fuch a difpofition Friendfhip 
in imitation of Charlemain, king of France, ^^,5" 
*nd eiftperor of the Weft, who, in a gene-Charlcmaia. 
fal affembly of the nobles at Thionville, 
had fhared his dominions amongft his three 
children, in hopes thereby to eftablifti a 
Jaftiiig peace amongft them. The great 
character that prince had gained, as well 
on account of his exploits as of his love 
for letters^ was carried to the utmoft bor- 
ders of the earth s and Haroun, who had 
the fame kind of inclinations, contracted a 
friendfhip for him, and was pleafed to take 
him as a model in moft of the regulations^ 
lie made to reform his people, and eftabiiflt 
order in his dominions. 

Thofe two princes fent embafTadors txi 
each other, together with mutual prefent$ 
worthy fovereigns fo rich and powerful. 
Such of the weftern writers as make men- 
tion of their union, call the Caliph Aaroa 
inflead of Haroun (which fignifies the fame 
in Arabic) and call him king of Peiiia. 

A 
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Haroun. - A' modern author* gives the following a< 
Hegyra 193. count of tdic pfefents which the Caliph fej 
c^«r,8o9. toCharlemain. 

" About the fame time (the year < 
. Chrift 805) came embafladors from Aaro 
king of Perfia^ who fpnt coftly prefents^ t 
the emperor: befides the perfumes, ric 
fluffs, balms, and aromatick wood, wei 
two very' remarkable pieces; the firft was 
tent of prodigious heighth, containing a 
the rooms neceflary to form a complet 
apartment. They were difpofed accordin 
to the manner of the orientals, and lined wit] 
the richeft filks of Perfia. At the end of 
noble porch, fupported by columns inlai< 
with plates of gold and filver, a throne wa 
cred:ed, covered with gold and diamonds in 
termixed, which gave a dazzling luftre 
the other was a water-clock -f- of very un- 
common mechanifm, confidering the age 
it was of brafs, and ftruck the hours. 
. " The king of Perfia," continues th< 
fame author, " made the emperor anothei 
prefent, which was much more efleemed by 
him ; namely, the property of the holy 
p\aces, which Aaron offered to that prince. 
The gift was joyfully accepted ; and perhaps 
from thence fome authors have faid that Char- 

* Father Barre in his General Hiflory of Germany, Vol. II, 
page 490. 

' . t I^u Cange in his annals fays, that the clock, which was 
of brafs, (hewed the hours by the fall of balls of metal, on the 
Belli and by the figures of knights, which opened and Ihut 
. iooTS according to the number of hours. 

lemain 
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icmain conquered the Holy Land -, it was, in Amin. 
cfied, a conqueft which his reputation alone Hegyra i93» 
had gained him ; and it contributes more ^^* **"' ^' 
to his glory, that he acquired the city of Je- 
rufalem by fuch means, than if he had fub- 
dued it by force of arms. 

Authors are all agreed in their defcrip- Haroun's 
tion of Harouns perfon. They reprefent^^^^^ 
him to be tall of ftature, of a robuft make, 
and of an open and majeftick counte- 
nance. As to his charafter, they look on 
him to be one of the braveft captains of 
the age. He was generous in his expen- 
ces, and above all very liberal to the poor, 
on whom he daily beftowed one hun- 
dred drachmas of filver. He had alfo a 
remarkable tafte for the fciences -, he pro- 
tcfted learned men, and loved their conver- 
fadon. Poets alfo met with a favourable 
reception at court ; but as he was himfelf a 
connoiffeur in poetry, and alfo a poet, he 
knew how to judge of their performances, 
and received only fuch as deferved the 
bays. 

A M I N. 

The TWENTY-FIFTH CALIPH. . 

THE next day after Haroun's death, 
Al-Amin, or Amin his eldeft fon 
was^ proclaitned Caliph at Thous. This 
prince was then at Ba^dat, where he at the 

fame 
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Amin. lame time received an account of his £a^ 
Hegyra 193. ther's death, and his own inftallation. 
c&. ar. 809. jjjg ^j,^^ j^^j^^ ^g^g Mohammed. Ha- 

rpun thought fit to give him another, and 
would have him called Al-Amin, which 
means The Faithful. It i% opt faid why 
the Caliph called him fo ; nor does hiftory 
afford the Ipi^ paffage to fhftw Jbe defervcd 
the name. 
Amin reftfa On the Contrary, it will appear from his 
SKai* ^^o^s that he was remarkably unfaithful, 
and of this he gave a proof the moment he 
afcended the throne. Harou» by his will 
devifed the crown to his three fons fuccef- 
fiyely ; and moreover, he thereby bequeath-* 
ed all the furniture in the imperial palace 
to Mamon his fccond fon, to whom he alio 
gave the abfplute property of the govern- 
ment of Chorafan, (of which Iferoun had 
put him in poffeffiqn,) and directed, that all 
the troops which were then in that province, 
(hould belong to Mamon, and be mtade ufe- 
of by him to fubdue the rebels who had 
arifen in Chorafan and Samarcand. * Thefe. 
difpofitions were made by the late Caliph in 
his will, which he ratified ^t his death, and 
which had been previoufly confirmed by the 
grandees of the ftate, and, in particular^ af- 
fented to by Amin himfelf. 

But the Caliph was no fooner in pofleffion 
of the crown, than he refolved he would not 
perform one article of his father's wijl. Ho^ 
forthwith coi^ijnanded all the troops th^t 

were 
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w^e in Choraian to return to Bagdat, that Ahim. 
his brother might he deprived of the means Hegyia 195. 
of oppofing the fteps he was about to takc^**"' ^^ 
to his prejudice. 

It is ailerted that Amin did not form this Tbe CaKph 
defign himfelf : he was too fond of plear addiashimfclj 
fiire to think of his affairs i he paffed aU his'^f^'"^^*- 
time in diveriions, and could not bear any 
thing that required the leaft applicadon. 
This difpoiition appeared in his moft early, 
youdi. Haroun, who was a great lover of 
the faiences, had endeavoured to initill the 
fame inclinations into his children : Amin 
was the only one that difappointed bis fa- 
ther's wifhes; he abfolutely rcfufed to ftudy, 
and all the benefit he reaped firom his edu-. 
cation was, that he wrote verfes tolerably 
welly which was then no very great accom- 
pliihment, poetry being, as it were, the na-^ 
fural idiom of the country. Amin emplc^?^ 
ed that talent in chanting forth his love of 
eaie and his amours 5 and when the late Carr 
Kph attempted toprevail on him only to perufe 
a curious work then publiihed, the young 
prince wrote upon it two Arabian, verfes, the 
meaning of which was, I am wholly taken 
up. with my amours; look for fomc other 
perfon to ftudy ; and he forthwith returned 
^e book to his father. 

This unhappy inclination to frivolous plea- He gives up 
fures and vain amufements, encreafed with ^gn^to^Fadcl 
his y6ars, and attended him even upon the his vizir, 
dirone 5 inibmucl}^ that to avoid interrupt! 

tion 
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Amik. don In the gratification of them, he gave u{^ 
Mcgyraigj. the whole. government of the ftateto a f a- 
Ch.».jo9. ^^^g Mufliiknan. named Fadel ebn RabiCy. 

whom he appointed his chief vizir. 
That minifter That itunifter had all the qualifications 
fetstheCaiiphneceflary for the difcharge of fo important^ 
and Mamon ^^^ ^j ^q fame time fotToublefonie an office j 
but he was unfortunately at variance with 
Mamon, thei^aliph's brother. He was ho 
fooner mafter of fovereign power, than he 
impofed on the Caliph's indolence, and in 
his name took the moft violent fteps againft 
Mamon, without refledting that the animo- 
fities he caufed between the two brothers^ 
would inevitably raife great difturbances,? 
which might: bring the ftate to the very 
brink of deftrudion. . 

- It was through the inftigations of Fadel, 
* Aat the new Caliph fent orders to withdraw 
the troops from Chorafan ; and at the fame 
time caufed his brother to be informed, that 
as to the furniture and moilcy at Bagdat,.he 
had occafion to apply them to other ufesT 
than thofe mentioned in his father's will, and 
therefore it would be prudent in him to give 
them up. 

Mamon was amazed at a ftep which gave 
him reafon to apprehend worfe treatment 
for the future ; however, he refoked to dif*-r 
femble : he niade not the kaft ?ori;^Jaint.of 
the injury done him, in taking awity-fffefts^ 
, he was entitled to under his .father's will > 
he alfofent back the troQps to Bagdat^ ac*- 
i. . cording 
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cording to the order, rcfcrving only a fuffi- Amin. 
cient body to awe the rebels, who were ftill in Hcgyra 193. 
arms in many parts 01 his government. ^ 

He even did more : he ufcd his utmoft 
endeavours to caufe his brother to be pro- 
claimed 'Caliph throughout Chorafan, and 
took all poflible meafures to maintain the 
people in a ftate of union, peace, and obcr 
dience. 

But Fadel, whofc rage increafed in pro- 
portion to the prince's patience, at laft ftruck 
a blow which brought on Amin's ruin* He 
exaggerated to the Caliph the affediion which 
the people bore to his brother, and infufed 
into his mailer a belief that they were loim j 
patient to fee Mamon on the .throne, . ac- 
cording to the directions of his father s will, 
that it was greatly to be feared they would 
break out into open rebellion, and endea- 
vour to deprive the Caliph of life, in order 
to place the crown on Mamon's head. 

To prevent fo fatal a misfortune, Fadel' Amlncaufes 
advifed the Caliph of his own authority to Jj^^^'^V^*^ 
annul his father's will, and deprive, his bro*s his ficccflbr. 
ther of all hopes of attaining the Caliphate : 
to this end he prefled him to caufe his foix 
to be recognized as his immediate fucceffor, 
and afTured him, that this ftep once taken: 
Mamon would be no longer fornaidable. 

Amin, a weak prince, who chofe rather ^^8)^ '94' 
to truft implicitly to his miniftcr, than take 
the pains of examining any meafures that 
were propofed to him, refolved to comply: 

Vol. IIL H with'- 
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Amin. with Fadcl's advice, and accordingly the vizir 
Ch^^^ 8^* prepared to carry hi§ defign into execution- 
.aer. la jt was a cufldm amongft the Arabians, 
for the Imam in the publick prayers on Fri- 
day to name the Caliph, and next to him his 
prcfumptivc heir> or imimediate fucccflbr, 
and till that time Mamon had been men- 
idoned ne^jTt after the Caliph/ Fade! caufed 
Mamon's name to be omitted, and fubfti- 
tuted to it that of the fon of Amin, who 
was then but a child ; he gave him the fir- 
name of Nathek-Belhak, which fignifies. 
Arguing according to God and the Truth. 
> This degradation of Mamon did not make 
nmch noiie at Bagdat : Fadel's friends and 
creatures were there y fuch as did. not love 
him were afraid of his refentment, and 
therefore dared not oppofe the change, fo 
that' the leaft diihirbance did ^ot happen* 
Some merry wags indeed thought fit to 
change the firname given to Amin's ion into 
that of Natha-Billah, that is to fay^ He 
who by the grace of God has juft begun 
. . ito fpeak. 
He derives Fadel, not . fatisfied with depriving Ma- 
the govCTn- ^^^ ^f his juft right, alfo vented his fury 
mcnt of Me- on Motafletti, the Caliph's youngeft brother : 
fopctamk. ^ deprived him of the government of Me^ 
fopotamia, and at the fame time prevailed 
on the Caliph to write to Mamon, and or- 
der him tOr come inftantly to Bagdat : but 
the princei enraged to receive fo many inju- 
ries cm the back of one another, loft allpa- 
: . 2 — tience ; 
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tience ; and far from going to fiagdat ac- Amin. 
cording to the fummons, he fent back word Hegyra 194, 
to his brother, that Harounhis father, having ^^' *^- ^^^ 
intrufted him with the government of Cho« 
rafan, he could by no means abfent himlelf 
from his command, without leaving it at the 
mercy of the rebels who were kept in awe 
by his prefence. 

In a fhort time Mamon fupprefled the Mamon open- 
poft, and put a flop to all communication [^^^^^^^ 
between Bagdat and Chorafan s and imme*^ 
diately after this open rupture, he took a 
ftcp which plainly (hewed it wpuld be im-* 
poilible to e0e£t a reconciliadon, and that 
the difpujc could only be ended by the dc- 
ftru(3ion of one of the two competitors. He 
caufed the name of Amin to be erafed from 
the publick coin^ and his own name to be 
put in its ftead. This attack upon the rights 
of the fovereign gave room for many reflec- 
tions, and it foon appeared he had men but 
one ilep to take> in order openly to place the 
crown on his own head. 

How bold focver this conduft of Mamon j-je is beloved 
might be, yet not a perfon in Chorafan oppo^- ^y the people. 
fed or even cenfored it. He was adored by all 
the people under his command, whofe hap- 
pinefs he made it his chief care to promote j 
and they were enraged to fee the Caliph aft fo 
bafely and cruelly towards a brother, who 
was at the fame time endeavouring to 
promote and.eftablifh his intereft in that 
province. So foon, therefore, as he had; r. 
H 2 openly^ : ' 
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i^gyra 194. 
Ch. xr. Sio. 



Hcgyra 195. 
Ch. ir. 811. 

The Caliph 
declares war 
againfthim. 



Mamon ap- 
points Thaher 
to command 
his army. 
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openly declared himfclf, they fecmed una- 
nimoufly inclined to fupport him, and even* 
gave him to underftand, that the whole pro- 
vince Mras ready to take up arms in his be- 
half the moment he (hould iflue his orders^ 
for that purpofe. 

Mamon was the better pleafed to find the 
people fo ftrongly inclined to his intereft, as^ 
he had foon occafion of Ihcir affiftance to 
oppofe his brother Amin. This prince, who 
was doubly enraged, both becaufe he could 
not get Mamon into his power, and alfo on 
account of the infult committed by him, in 
fupprefling the coin ftruckin his name, de- 
clared open war againft him, and caufed an 
army of fixty thoufand men to march to- 
wards Chorafan, under the command of 
Ali-ben-Ifla. 

Mamon having foon received intelligence 
of the march of thefe troops, availed him- 
felf of the afFedtions of the people in raifing 
an army capable of making head againft his 
brother's forces ; but having advifed with a 
famous captain named Thaher, and whom 
he propofed to truft with the command of 
his army, touching the future operations of 
the campaign, that general advifed him not 
to rely on the numbers but the goodnefs of 
his foldiers ; and he aflured Mamon, that if 
he would intirely leave the matter to him, he 
would with only four thoufand chofen tropps 
beat the enemy's army, or fo roughly handle 

it. 
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k, as to leave it in a fituation very little dif- Amin. . 
fcrent from a defeat. Hegyra 195, 

Mamon, who knew Thaher to be one of ^^" *'* ^*'' ' 
the greateft captains of the age, gave him 
difcretional orders. The general having 
made choice of the four thoufand men, put 
himfelf at their head, and advanced with all 
expedition towards the town of Rci, about 
which he knew Iffz had pitched his camp^. 
He came in fight of that general at about 
ten leagues diftance from the city, and boldly 
marched up to him in order of batde. 

Iffa feeing him appear with, fuch a hand* 
ful of troops, thought he need not give him- 
felf much trouble about them : he did not 
even condefcend to anfwer the challenge on 
the fpot, reckoning that he could at any 
time reduce fo trifling a detachment ; and 
full of this opinion, he made ufe of no pre- 
cautions : he wafted his moments in walking 
over his camp, and vifiting the ports, and 
from time to time n^ade merry with his offi- 
cers at the expenc^ of Thaher, for having 
fo audaciouily appeared with fo fmall a body 
of men in prefence of fo numerous an army. 

But Ifla did not confider, that Thaher'sifra,thcCa- 
detachment was compofed of refolute men, I^PJ^^^^'*^^* 
capable of the boldeft enterprizes 5 and ^^ 
that although he had poffibly no reafon 
to be apprehenfive of an immediate attack, 
yet he might be over-reached by a furprize; 
and fo it a<ftually fell out. Ifla going fre- 
quently from one of his pofts to another, very 
H 3 (lightly 
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Amik, flightly guarded, one of Thahcr's foldiert 
Bcgy»>95- named Dadon, and firnamcd Siah, biccaufe 
he was a black man, prevailed on fome of 
his comrades to aflift him in a bold defign 
he had formed to feize that generaVs peribn. 
Dadon and his companions having found 
means to get into a hollow way covered with 
bufhes, approached the enemy's camp, and 
the general pafling by, Dadon ruihed out on 
him, and unhorfed him before any proper 
relief could come. In this extremity Ifla 
declared who he was, expefting that the 
ibldier would have given him quarter, in 
hopes of a considerable ranibm ; but Dadon 
was deaf to his propofal, and cutting ofF his 
head with one blow of his cymeter, he car* 
ried it to his general. 
The Caliph's This event fpread fuch in alarm amongft 
army dif- ^j^^ Caliph's ttoops, that thcy for the moft 
part quitted their colours, and refufed to 
fight with fuch defperate enemies : the offi*' 
cers vainly ftrove to recover them from this 
panick, but they would not liften to thck 
remonftrances, and retired precipitately, 

Thahcr, delighted that he had gained fo 
cafy a vidory, immediately difpatched a cou- 
rier to Mamoti, with an account of that im- 
portant event, and he at the fame time font 
him the head of the enemy's general ; and 
returning (hortly with his detachment to 
Chorafan, he afliired Mamon he might bold- 
ly uftd^^rt^lce any- thing againft fuch a priiice 
as Aniin, whofo indolence and cowandtce 

feemed 



armv c 
perics. 



the ARABIANS. 103 

fecmed to have infcdcd his foldiers, andAMiN. 
even his very generals. 

Mamon Dowthought it high time to throw Hcgyra 196. 
oflF all referve; and he from thenceforth ^^•*'"'^'** 
took a refolutico of caufing himfelf to be Mamon is 
proclaimed Caliph. His intentions were no]^'^^^* 
fooner publickly known, than the people 
unanimoiifly intreatcd that prince no longer 
to delay taking pofleflion of a crown, which 
his brother was unworthy to wear. Mamon 
yielded to their intreaties, and was acknow- 
ledged Caliph in all the places under his go- 
vernment. 

The news of this revolution put the whole 7^^ ^^^). ^ 
court of Bagdat in motion. Amm was thejiiinusfortunc 
only pcrfon who feemed unmoved at it, and 
ihewed the fame indifference at the news, as 
he made appear at the time he was informed 
of the death of his general and the diffipa- 
tion of his troops : for an author relates, that 
when the Caliph heard of that defeat, he 
was taking the diverfion of fifhing with one 
of his i&vourites named Kouter, and that he 
aafwercd to the mcflcnger wh6i>rought the 
news, " Ah ! why do you come to difturb 
me ? Kouter has caught two fine fifhes fince 
we have been here, and I have not yet been 
able to catch one." 

Even the proclamation of his brother was 
not able to wean him from his amufements^ 
in fomuch, that the Indifference he' fhewed at 
that occurrence drew on him the contempt 
and indignation of hi& iiil:^o(3£. in general : 
H 4 nor 
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Amin. nor was their refentment lefs againft Fadcl 

Ch^^^l^^' the firft minifter, who by impofing on that 

weak and indolent prince, had blown up the 

Coals of difcordy which were like to confume 

the whole mufTulman ftate, only to gratify 

the private pique and malice which that vizir 

had conceived againft Mamon. 

Mamoncaufcs The Caliph being therefore unable to do 

*T y^^^^^^any thing of himfelf, Fadel caufed troops to 

routes. ^^^^^ ^^ raifed, and propofed to march into Cho- 

rafan to prevent Mamon from eftablifhing his 

authority ; but as it was too late to think of 

attacking him, it was now abfolutely necef^ 

fary for him to take meafures to defend him- 

felf ; for fo foon as the people had taken the 

oath of allegiance to Mamon, he caufed two 

armies to take the field, the one of them 

commanded by the brave Thaher, and the 

other by a captain of great renown called 

Harthamath : thofe two generals taking each 

of them a different route, advanced by fpeedy 

marches into the very heart of the Caliph's 

dominidns^ before they had taken a final re- 

foludon for the departure of the trcx)ps which 

they propofed to fend out againft Matnon. 

The armies The two armies being joined, imme- 

iSiii^^ diatcly undortoofc the.fiegc.of Hamadan, a 

confiderable place, which feemed refolved 

to make a ftout refiftance» The ^befieged 

defended themfelvcs with great bravery, and 

forfomo time ftoppcd the progrefs of the 

two generals 5 but at laft the attacks were 

puftied on with fa much vigour, .that the be- 

: i; fieged 
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Ikged could no longer withftand the efforts Amw. 
of the enemy, and were forced to furrender. Hcgyra 196. 

This alarming news, which plainly fore- ^^' *^* ^"* 
told the fpeedy arrival of the enemy at the indolence of 
gates of Bagdat, made not the lead impref- ^^ ^^P^- 
fioh upon Amin. When they brought him 
an account that Mamon's troops were ap- 
proaching, and that the fcouts of his army 
made their excurfions into the very neigh- 
bourhood: of his capital, that prince, who 
was then playing at chefs with his favou- 
rite, anfwered with great unconcern, " Pri- 
thee, let me . alone j I am juft going to 
ftrike a great ftroke ; I defire I may not be 
interrupted; I fliall this moment give Kou- 
ter, check-mate/' 

So ill-timed and prepofterous an anfwer. He is ridicu- 
rendered all that prince s fubjeds difaffeded ^^^^ ^"^^ 
to him. Satyrs were continually wrote 
againft him j and fome verfes ia particular 
were handed about, the meaning of which 
was, " That a prince who pafles whole 
nights at play, condemns himfelf and his 
ftatc to inevitable deftrudion. The fun de- 
clines," continues the poet, *^ fo foon as he 
has entered the fign of Libra, becaufe he 
has left the fign of Virgo, where he fojourn- 
cd in the houfe of fports and dancing *." 

But the greateft part of his fubje<5ts took 
the matter in a more ferious light ; and en- 

. * This faft alludes to the manner in which Arabian aftro- 
nomers reprcfent the iWn of Virgo ; they def :ribe her with 
a lyre in her hand, km give her only an car of com. 

raged 
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Amiv. raged to fee the ilupid fbpinenefs of their fo- 
Hcgyra 196. vereign in a matter on which the fete of his 
Ck.aBr.8ii. capital depended, they refolved to take awaj 
the crown from a prince fo unworthy tc 
wear it 
Hcgyra 197. Amin was aftually depofed from the Ca- 
A '{^' d^ liphate, and they were on the point offend- 
pofedfromtheing a deputation to the enemy's generals, tc 
Cabphatc. inform them that they were ready to ac- 
knowledge Mamon as Caliph, when by ^ 
fudden event the face of afiairs was changed. 
Mamoa's ^' *^^ ^^^'^ Thahcr was beginning hiJ 

troops mud- approaches againft Bagdat, and giving orders 
"y- for the works neceflary to inveft the place 

the troops mutmied for want of pay ; the 
funds proved deficient, and diey could noi 
poffibly procure money enough to fiitisfy die 
foldiers. This misfortune had like to hav< 
ruined Mamon's affairs, for his army refufed 
to continue the works. 
Amin regains Fadcl, Amiu's vizir, prevailed on his mat 
^li^S^ef ^^ ^^ ^^^ advantage of that incident to re- 
aadisrefiored. gain the afFciftions of the inhabitants of Bag- 
dat: he procured him confiderable fums oi 
money, which were privately diftributed 
amongft Mamon's troops, to keep up theii 
difobedience to their chief officers ; this ex- 
pedient fucceeded to Fadel's wi(h. The in-r 
habitants of Bagdat, moved to fee the prince 
they had juft fo ignominioufly depofed, thus 
freely facrifice his riches to fecure them 
from the attempts of their enemies, blamed 
themfdves ibr having treated him with ib 

much 
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nuich rigour, and made amends for dieirAMiN. 
error by rcftoring him to the throne. Hegyra 197. 

But the mutiny of Mamon s army was of ^^ ^' ^'^• 
no long continuance : Thaher and Hartha-^^^"- 
math cook fuch great pains, that they foon pro- rhsiya. 
vlded money enough to pay the troops ; and 
Uie ibldlers returning to their duty, they 
heartily refumed the operations of the liege, 
which was pufhed on fo vigoroufly, that the 
city being foon reduced to the utmoft extre- 
mity, was forced to yield to the vidlor. 

When Thaher took poffeffion of the place, 
he cxpeded to make Amin prifoner j but 
his vizir had provided for his efcape : and it 
was ibon known he had retired to a neigh-> 
houring place, where he thought he might 
remain in fafety, imagining that when the 
enemy were once mafters of the capital, 
they would not think of purfuing him ; but 
in this his hopes failed him. 

. So foon as Thaher had fecured Bagdat, and Hegyra 198. 
taken the oaths of the inhabitants to Ma-^^-*^- ^^3- 
mon, he departed, together with Hartha-Aminisbe- 
math, to befiege Amin in the place to which ^^^s^^ |p Ws 
he had fled for (belter. That prince^ who had ^ug^^ ^^ 
neither courage nor force enough to refift fo 
potent an adverfary, refolved to provide for 
his £afety by Surrendering on terms ^ but in- 
ftead of applying to Thaher, and treating 
with him, he fent meflengcrs to Hartha- 
math, who promifed to ufe him with all the 
re/bed due to his rankw 

The 
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Amin. The preference which Amin gave to Ha 

Hcgyra 198. thamath, was the caufe of his deftrudtion 

^' his friends forefaw it ; and when he con: 

^cch^ves "^"i^icated to them his defign, they ufed a 

to Hartha- the mcans in their power to prevent hii 

S^d^^* from putting it in execution : they repr< 

" fented to him, thatThaher being command< 

in chief, no treaty could be valid unlefs 

was figned by him; that befides,asthegencr; 

was a proud, imperious man, he would cei 

tainly think himfelf ill ufed by the choici 

and revenge himfelf feverely on that accouni 

Amin agreed that their reafons wer 

well founded ; but he had entertained i 

ftrong an opinion of Thaher's haughtinej 

and inflexibility, that he would by no mear 

treat with him. This opinion arofe from 

dream he had during the time of the nego 

ciation ; he told his friends, that in his fleej 

he thought he was fitting on the top of ; 

thick ftrong wall, and that Thaher was un 

dermining it to draw him towards him by it 

fall : this dream had a greater effedt than al 

their arguments ; and having received fron 

Harthamath the fafeguard he required, h< 

prepared to put hinjifelf into the bands o 

that general. 

Difputes arife The treaty of Amin with Harthamath, 

between the had raifcd a great difpute between the twc 

m^den Commanders : Thaher alledged, that as he 

was general in chief, the application oughl 

to have been made to him. At laft, after 

many altercations, it was agreed that Amin 

fhould 
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ihould furrender to Harthamath^ and that Amin. 
he fhould prcvioufly put into the hands ^^s^a "^S- 
of Thaher the ornaments of the crown, ^^•*'^' ^"3* 
namely, the fcal, the fceptre, and the robe. 

Thefe conditions were agreed to on both Thahcr's 
fides J but through lome caprice (which is^^^Pl^^"^ 
not mentioned) the timorous Amin did notfeizeAmin. 
obferve the chief article, which; wa$ to per- 
form his promife to Thaher, whom he look- 
ed upon to be his perfonal enemy. That 
general having, been informed, that the Ca- 
liph intended i fecretly to pafs the Tygris in 
order to go tO; Harthamath, and that he pro- 
pofed to reflgn the imperial-ornaments into 
the hands of that generalj» Thaher, enraged at 
this procedure, refolvedto revenge it on Amin 
faimfelf: he accordingly placed fome of his 
troops; in ambufh on the banks of the river j 
and when the boat, wherein the Caliph was, 
came within bow-ihot, they made a general 
difcharge upon it. The peribns who accom- 
panied Amin, being thrown into the utmoft: 
confufion, arofe up, and by their great num* 
bers, and by th© attempts they made to avoid 
the darts, ftones, and burning torches, which 
were thrown at them, they overfet the boat, 
and every one was forced to ftrive to fave 
liimfelf by fwimming. 

Amin was watched by Thaher's foldiers, 
who followed him a long time down the 
banks of the river -, at laft that prince came 
to land near a garden which he knew, and 
went to take fheltcr there : but the enemy's 

foldiers 
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Amin. Ibldiers foon came up to him^ and havin; 
Hegyra 19S. feizcd him, they mounted him on a care 
Cli.«r.8i3. horfe, and carried him to the houfe t)f 
MulTuIman named Ibrahim, where he wa 
dofely guarded by a part of them, whili 
the refidue i^an to inform the general tha 
the prince was taken. 
Amin IS killed Thaher fent them back on the fpot witi 
^i^^^^ one of his officers, and commanded then 
to give no quarter to Amin, but to kill hin 
fo K)on as they (hould return. The unfor 
tunate prince feeing them enter the chambe 
he was in with their fwords drawn, no longc 
doubted of his* approaching end ^ however 
JKe argued with tnem touching the fadt the^ 
were about to commit* " Woe be to you,' 
faid he to them, ^ if you fhed my blood 
remember 1 am the fon of Hardun, and bro- 
ther to MamoD your fovercign." 

He was doubtlefs in hopes of moving then 
fay recalling to their ihinds the great charac- 
ter of his father, and ftill more by the kind 
of renunciation he made of the crown, bj 
mentioning M&mon as their fovereign :. bul 
they were inexorable ; and the officer whom 
Thaher had fent, advancing up to Amin^ 
fmote him with his fword, and gave him ^ 
defperate wound in the face. Amin not hav-? 
ing any arms, threw a colhion (the firft thing 
he could lay hands on) at the perlbn who 
gave him the blow, and feizing him round 
the middle, attempted to wrcft his fword 
from him, in order to defend himfelf againft 
. . thd 
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the others ; but in the mean time, a foldier Amin* 
getting behind him gave him a wound in the Hcgyra 198. 
back, which difabled him : his head was then ^^- *'• ^'3- 
forthwith ftruck off^ and carried to the gene* 
ral, who having expofed it a whole day to the 
publick view of the troops, fent it to Ma- 
mon, as a proof of the vidtory he had ob- 
tained. 

Such was the unhappy end of the Caliph Amin's cha^ 
Amin, a prince abfolutely unfit to reign, on '^^^^' 
account of his effeminate life, his indolence 
and cowardice. The term of his life was 
not more than twenty-nine years, and of his 
reign only four. El Makin fays he was tall, 
well-fhaped, and of an agreeable counte- 
nance; that his fhoulders were broad, his 
eyes fmall, his complexion fair, his ^em- 
pies bald, and the hair of his head very 
thin and lank. As to his charafter, the fame 
author tells us he was a very liberal prince ; 
and liberality was in all probability his only 
virtue •: for in other refpedls he fpeaks of him 
as a very blood-thirfty man, without refo- 
lution, withotit courage, and without any of 
riiofc qualities which are the charadteriflicks 
of a gopd fovereign. 
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Mam OK. 

cL'S'X M A M O R 

The TWENTY-SIXTH CALIPH. 

MAMON, or AlrMamon, the fon of 
Haroun-al-Ra(hid, and brother of 
Amin, afcended the thfone after the death 
of the latter, and appeared to be poffeffcd of 
qualities very different to thofe of his weak 
predeceflbr. 

This prince was a lover of virtue; he. pro- 
tefted men of integrity and learning. The 
wife laws atid prudent regulations made by 
Haroun, vyhich had not been duly carried into 
execution under the reign of Amin, refumed 
their former vigour under the Caliphate of 
Mamon; and by his great care the fcience? 
attained fuch a degree of perfeftion as hath 
rendered his memory immortal. 

It muft however be confeffed, that though 
he poffeffed all the good qualities that could 
make him worthy of a crown, yet in the be-^ 
ginning of his reign he committed faults 
which raifed terrible difturbances in the ftate> 
difturbances almoft as fatal as thofe which 
rent the empire during the reign of the in- 
dolent Amin ; but in time he put an end to 
them, and for his prudent condud: deferved 
to be confidcred as one of the greateft princes 
that ever filled the mufTulman throne. 

The 
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The great liberality with which he re- Mamoh. 
Vardcd the fervices of Thaher his general, q^P^ g^^' 
and the unlimited confidence he placed in ^hc Caliph 
his prime minifter, were two elTential faults, gives the go- 
which caufed him the utmoft vexation. c^J^Sto 

Mamon, inftead of treating his general Thaher. 
as a man for whom he had the higheft ef- 
teem, but ftill as one of his fiibjefts, made 
him, as it were, his equal; or whith amounts 
to the fame thing, piit that officer in acbn- 
dition of one day diiputing the fovercignty 
with him. That prince gave hiiii the go- 
vernment of Chorafan, and the provinces 
annexed to it: he made the government 
hereditary in Thaher's family, and only re- 
ferved to himfelf the right of giving the in- 
veftiture. 

Such was the gift w'hich flie Caliph be- 
flowed on Thaher, as a recompence for his 
fervices, at the time the general came to 
give him an account of the expedition, in 
which the unhappy Amin loft both his crown 
and l^is life ; but as Mamon then refided in 
Chorafan, Thaher did not take poiTeffion of 
the government tiU the Calipn departed 
from that province in order to be recognized 
at Bagdat. 

He delayed this ceremony a long time ; Hcgyra 199. 
during that interval the muflulman empire ^^- *^- ^^4- 
was filled with intefline divifions. . The Ca- He makes Pa- 
liph alone was the caufe of them ; not *^^.¥' ^^' 

• t i /* t » 1/- /• *^^ intrufts 

mdeed on account or his ablence from him with the 

his capital, but becaufe he was entirely at whole admi- 

Vol. III. I the "^"^^ 
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Mamon. the devotion of a minifter whom he had in- 
Hcgyra 199, trufted with the whole adniiniftration. 
Ch. «r. 814. Tj^j3 minifter was called Fadel ebn So- 
hail : he was a man of great merit and ikill 
in publick affairs. The Caliph, who well 
knew his worth, had long gained him over 
to his intereft j and fo foon as he was feated 
on the throne, he honoured him with the 
title of vizir, and to. his condud he left the 
whole government of the ftate. Being then 
free from all cares, he clofely applied him- 
felf to the fciences, for which ne had the 

freateft fondnefs, and never interfered with 
adel in the management of publick affairs^ 
or the direction of his own private con- 
cerns. 
Hegyrazoo. Unfortunately that minifter was engaged 
Ch-aer. 815. in a party diametrically oppoiite to the Ca- 
The vizir's in- lip^'s intereft: he had ever been devoted to 
ciination to the Aliaus ; but as he was a man of great 
theAhans. 'pj.u(Jence and artifice, he eafily concealed 
his fentiments. He always affe(5ted a great 
fhew of zeal to the Abaffians, and they had 
fliewed a great regard for him. Haroun 
honoured him with his efteem, and took a 
pleafure in often converfing with him. On 
the death of that Caliph, finding the crown 
was fallen tQ a prince who was neither ca- 
pable of diftinguifliing, nor likely to reward 
men of merit, he left the court and went 
into Chorafan to Mamon. He foon gained 
an entire afcendancy over the mind of that 
prince 5 and when he found himfelf fixed 

in 
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in his good graces, he infenfibly prevailed on Mamon. 
him to favour, or at leaft not to perfccute, Hegyra 200- 
the Alians in the manner his predeceflbrs •**'-^'5* 
had done. 

But fo foon as Mamon had afcended the He introduces 
throne, and given up all power into his **^^^^*^ 
hands, Fadel began to fpeak more openly 
to that prince in favour of the Alians* 
Amongft other things^ he was lavifli in his 
praifes of Ali the fon of Mufa, who wai 
commonly called the Imam Rizza : he ex* 
tolled his piety, his wifdom, and above all 
his great knowledge, and his tafte both for 
letters and learned men : in ihort, he fpoke 
of him fo often, and fo advantageoufly, that 
the Caliph had a great defire to fee him.^ 

Fadel foon fent.for Rizza to* court, ^ndHegyraioi. 
introduced him tq Mamon, who being al- 
ready prejudiced in his favour, gave him a 
moft gracious reception. 

The vizir well pleafed to find his firft ftepHc inducesv 
had proved fo fuccefsful, refolved to venttrre^^^J^^**' 
,on another,' which was attended with the Allans. 
like fuccefs. He* hzd fbrmfed a defign of 
reftoring the Alians to the Caliphate ; and he 
began, to remonftrate to Mamon how much 
that illuftrious family ^as to be pitied, for 
having been expbfed to the hatred of thofe 
who had fo longpofTeffed the throne. He 
exaggerated the unjuft dealings of the Om- 
miyans towards them, and ihewed they had 
fo warmly perfecuted the Alians, only frdm 
a confcioufneis of their incontcftabl? ri^ht to 

I 2 thC; . 
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Mamok. the crown i a,ad finally, he reprcfcnted ho"^ 
H[?gyr* ^oi, much it would redound to the honour of an 
x:\l 9r.ii6. ^baffian prince, to afford at leaft a fure afy- 
lum to the Allans, and thereby in fome fort 
to make them anaeiids for the lofs of a 
throne^ which would have been their pro- 
perty, had any regard been paid to reafon 
or equity. 

, This kind of argunjent having been often 
repeated with great art and (kill, at lafl made 
a deep impreflion upon the Caliph ; and 
Rizza's perfonal good qualities, inclined him 
to take the Allans into his favour. He con- 
demned the cruelty of the Caliphs> his pre- 
decejQbrs^ who had fhed fp much blood in 
ordj5r to toot osnt foiionourabk a family; 
* tod tjM^ no iiecret of the incllnatidns he 
'eifttertained of ufing all poffible mcjins to 
jmake. amends for fo great a piece of injuf- 
tice. 

tit w^s fooa known throughout the whole 
muifulneian empircj, tibat there was a princfe 
Qf ^ race of All at the Caliph's court> 
who was treated with all the honours due 
to his birth. Mamon's conduS:, in that 
refpeA, gave room for mudi difcourfe, which 
was eitJber favourable or unfavourable to 
him, according as the perfons flood affedred 
to the Allans : but in general, all i&niiblc 
men blamed the CaHph for beftowing fo 
kind a. treatment on a family who could do 
them no fervlce, but on the contrary would 
certainly raife the greateft difturbjinccs, in 
2 . . the 
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tlieftate, if after haying been fo many times Mamon, 
maflacred there were ftill left young fhootsHcgyraaoi. 
enough to form a party. ^^ *^- ^^^" 

Their fu/picions ibon appeared to be well a defccndant 
founded: and news was brought that an®^.^^*^^P"^ 
Alian named Mahomet, who cdled himfelf jjph at CuWu 
the ion of Ibrahim, who was great grand- 
fon of Ali, appeared ill arms at Cufahj that 
the people of that city, who Were fo well 
known for their ficklenefs and inconftancy, 
had joined himi and had actually raifed that 
prince to ^the throne. 

So bold a ftep might have cauied Mamon 
fcrioully to refledt on the protection he had 
granted toRi2za,contrary to the intereftof his 
houfe and die families of the empire in ge- 
neral ; however, that prince blinded by the 
continual infinuations of his minifter, and 
feduced by the perfbnal merit of Rizza, 
perfifted in kecmng at court> and giving him 
marks of the greateft favour. 

But in a fhort time he took a ftep of ftill The CaKph 
|reatcr conieqiiencc ; he openly declared in y^of±J^' 
favour of the AlKans, and top«t it out of Allans, and 
all. doubt, he krd afidc Ae black turban, g^^J^^j^*^ 
which was the colour of thie Abaffians, and in^^c «^c. 
tffumcd the green, the diftinguifhing colour 
of the Alians:. he commanded his courtiers 
and his troops alfo to wear the green . tur- 
ban. He at the fame time g^ve his daughr 
fer Abiba to wife to Rizza, and finally de- 
clared him his colleague in the empire. Tha- 
her was appointed by the Caliph to put that 
I 3 prince 
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Mamok. prince in pofltffion of the throne. It is rc- 
Heg>Ta?oi, lated, that when the general came to per- 
. aq:. 8i6. Yorni that ofEce, he offered to Rizza only 
his left hand, faying to him : ** My right 
hand placed Mamon upon the throne ; and 
it is a great pleafurc to me now with my 
left hand to place thereon fuch an Imam as 
you are/* Rizza politely replied, " That 
fuch a left hand was better than the right 
hand of any other perfon. 

The inftallation of Rizza did not produce 
the fame effedt in all parts of the empire : 
at Chorafan they thought it was a very bold 
ftep, which might be attended with fatal 
confequences j but they were fo habituated 
to obey Maoion, and nc had fo gained their 
affedtions, that they did not openly inveigh 
againft his defign, 
ThcAbaffians * ^^^ thifags did not go ou fo fmoothly at 
depofe Ma- Bagdiat and in the • neighbouring provinces. 
KrS^'^'^ There the Abaffians had fixed their refi-^ 
dence ; and that family : was then fo very 
nunierous, that an author fays they amount^ 
ed fo diirty thoufand fouls. It is c^fy to. 
judge what temper they wwe in when they 
heard that the muflulmah throne, the ac- 
quifition of which had*coft their houfe fo 
much blood, was about to be tranfinitted to 
another family, contrary to the fettlement 
made by Haroun, and ratified by all. the 
chief men of the ftate, who had taken an: 
oath- to confer- the crown x>n the • three chil- 
dreAof.thatQaliphfucceffively, , Thcybit-s* 
'•'•'; . terly 
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fcrly complained of Mambn's proceedings ; Mamon. 
and thofe complaints reiterated, foon occa- 
fioned an infurredtion againft that prince. 

It was unanimoufly agreed on at Bagdat Hegyi-a 202. 
to depofe him from the Caliphate ; but they ^^- «f- 817- 
were a little at a lofs to fix on a proper per- 
fon to fucceed him : fome of the Abaflians. 
were for fetting the crown on Motaflem's 
head, according to the direcftions of Ha- 
roun s will ; but it having been urged, that 
.the prince was not yet old enough to govern 
of himfdf, their voices all concurred in fa- 
vour of Ibrahim ebn Mahadi, uncle to Ma- 
mon. Having taken this refolution they 
depofed Mamon, and folemnly proclaimed 
Ibrahim. This prince, who was fond of 
peace and retirement, would have been 
much better pleafed if they had not made 
choice of him, and efpecially at a jundture 
when fuch great troubles were likely to en- 
fue; but he was forced to comply with the 
requeft of the Abaffians, and the tumul- 
tuous clamours of the inhabitants of Bag- 
dat, who would not tamely have borne his 
refufal. 

The news of this revolution was foon Mamon levies 
brought to Chorafan: Fadel, who had^^KS 
caufed this difturbance by his pernicious in Bagdat. 
counfel, was refolved to maintain his de- 
fign ; and he even prevailed on Mamon to 
go to Bagdat at the head of his army, to 
attack the Abaffian who had been fo rafh as 
to accept the Caliphate, and fword in hand 
I 4 to 
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Mamon. to compel the inhabitant:^ of that city to 
Hegyra 202. comply with his wiU. 
Ch,fflr.8i7. Mamon, who ftill blindly followed the 
way into which he was put by his vizi^, de- 
parted from Choraf^n with a numerous ^- 
my, and tool^ the road to Bagdat, accom-^ 
panied by his colleague and Fadel his mi-* 
nifter, bearing, as it were in triumph, A^li's 
livery on their turbans. 

Thus that prince, who w^ts formed to 
make his fubjeds completely happy, was on 
the point of openly attac^pg them, in or- 
der to punifh them fo^ a crime of which be 
was the clixief occai^n ; but an event hap- 
pened on the road, which luckily prevented 
the misfortunes wkh whiich the empire was 
menaced, 
c?^ Ill ManK)p having jptalted at Thous to re- 
. aar. 1 • ^^ j^.^ troops, hisbeloved Rizza fellfick : 
Rizza's death, ibme fay his n^alady was occafion^ by his 
having eaten too ma^y grapc$; others allert, 
that fon^e of Mannpn's cpurtiers^ enraged 
to fee diat pritice fully his glory, and run, 
the ri£que of ruining hj$ ^omini^ns for the 
fake of an Alian, relblved to make away 
with Risszj^ by poifpA, and that ^ey fiic- 
ceeded in their defign : but which way foever 
it was, all the helps of phyfick were ineffec- 
tual, and in a few days he died at Thous> 

Irhis lofs was a, fevere blow on Mamon : 
he loved Rij?za^ who really merited his re- 
gard on many apcpunts, and few princes 
were l!o be found who were maftcrs of fo 

many 
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many eminent qualifications. The Caliph Mamow. 
being able to give no further proofs of bi8Hegyra203. 
^e^tion, ordered a magnificent funeral to ^^•"^•**^ 
be made, and buried him at Thous, near 
Haroun his father, who was interred, as 
has been already obferved, in that city. 

Mamon departed from Thous as foon m 
he poffibly could, and continued his march 
towards Sagdat; but on his approach to 
that city, an event happened whicn affordeil 
him frefh caufe of grief, but which at the 
iame time was the caufe of his own haj^i-- 
nefs and the fafety of his fubjeds. 

Fadel, who ilill continued bis attachment Fade! 
to the Allans, was not difconcerted at the na«cd, 
lofs of Rizza; his imagination, fertile ia 
expedients, foon found the meana of ro^ 
riving that party, and he incenfed the Ca- 
liph more than ev^r againft all fuch as mado 
the leaft attempt to of^fe his defign : but 
fo many of the CaMph's honeft fubje<as w»o 
difgufted at the vizir'$ bafe and artful con^ 
du&, that they reiblved to get rid of that 
tronblefome noan^ whc/e bafe proceedings 
tesauded to fet the whole monarchy into a 
flame. He was accordingly aflailinated by 
bis own iervasi^ts, and hk death fuddenly 
changed the face of a^rsu 

Mamon was at fitft quite overwhelaied by 
this blow ', he had loft his friend, his coun** 
iellor, in a word, an able minifler, who 
cafed him from the burthen of governiiig y 
through him he only faw and heajrd : in lofing 
him he thought bimfelf to be in a mcA 

lonely 
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lonely condition, which renewed his grief 
for his former lofs. 

However, being then forced to take the 
management of affairs into his own hands, 
he was obliged to ufe his utmoft endeavours 
to fhake off his afflidtion ; in time his for- 
rows abated : his eyes were foon opened as 
to the imprudent fteps he had been prevailed 
on to take; and, at laft, truth appearing 
without difguife, he plainly faw to how 
great a degree he had been impofed on. 

As he was of an upright mind, and above 
all had an honefl: heart, he was not aihamed 
to confefs he had committed an error ; and 
he took the moft fpeedy meafures to make 
amends for his fault. He was encouraged 
in that noble ddfign by a ftep then taken by 
the inhabitants of Bagdat. So foon as they 
were infoirmed that Rizza and Fadel were 
dead, they did not entertain the leaft doubt 
that Mamon, now he was left to himfelf, 
would have a due regard for his family, a^ 
well as for the Mufliilmen in general ; and 
that, by returning to their obedience, they 
ihould receive the fame marks of favour and 
kindncfs from him, as he had beftowed on 
the people of Chorafan during the time he 
prefided over that province. 

They therefore refolved to depofe Ibra- 
him, and to fend a deputation to Mamon, 
to inform him that they were ready again 
to acknowledge him as their lawful Caliph; 
Theobjiging manner with which that prince 

received 
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received their promifes of fubmiffion gave Mamon. 
them the greateft pleafure ; but by quitting Hegyra204. 
the green turban to aflume the black, he '"^**^-^'9* 
gained all their hearts: the courtiers, the 
officers, and alfo the troops in general, fol- 
lowed the example of their prince, and threw 
off the livery of the Alians. 

Thus Mamon made his publick entry into 
Bagdat. The loud acclamations of the peo- 
ple were a manifeft proof of the great joy 
they felt at his prefence : all appearances of 
a difturbance were at an end, and he began 
peaceably to enjoy the honours of the Ca- 
liphate. 

Soon after his entrance into Bagdat, he 
was defirous of feeing his uncle Ibrahim, 
whom the people had juft depofed ; but it 
was not with a view to puniCh him for his 
crime in prefuming to afcend the throne: it 
will appear by the fequel, that Mamon did 
not entertain the leaft refentment againft 
him on that account, and was only defirous 
of knowing where he was, that he might 
call him to court. But Ibrahim being re- 
fclved to conceal himfelf, took fuch efFedtual 
methods for his fecurity, that notwithftand- 
ing the ftrid: fearch made after him, he re- 
mained many years in Bagdat without being 
difcovered. As he accepted of the crown 
with relu^nce, he quitted it without re- 
gret, and chofe rather to lead' a peaceful 
retired life; than to be any loiiger fubjed: to 
the cares ^nd fbllicitudcs \yhich ufually at-^ 

tend 
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Mamok tend elevated ftaiions, and cfpecially when 

affairs arc fo fituated as his happened to be. 

Hcgyraaos. Whilft the inhabitants of Bagdat were 
Ch. xr. 820. ^^jiy gj^jpg fj.^^ pj.^^£g Q^ jj^jj. aflgo-j^n and 

Ti^ed fovc° ^^^^^"^^ ^^ Manaon (to the great fatisfac- 
reign in cho- tion of that Caliph) he had frefti caufe of 
"Sn. grief, which arofe from the error he had com- 

mitted in beftowing the property of Chora- 
fan on Thaher, referving to the Caliphs only 
. the right of inveftiture. So foon as Mamon 
left that province, the governor had fo dif- 
pofed the minds of the inhabitants in his owa 
favour, that he was raifed to the fovereignty 
of the country, and he alledged, that he 
held of no fuperior lord ; but, in order to 
avoid irritating fuch as were ftill devoted to 
Mamon^ he prefiended that the fovereignt3r 
he had aflumed, was a gift the Caliph had 
iQade to him as a reward for his important 
fervices, and that it was the prince's will he 
ihould enjiy all the privileges and preroga- 
tives thereto belonging: by degrees he raifed 
his pretentions, and at laft he went fo far aa 
to caufe himfelf to be named alone in the 
publick prayers j and he abfolutely caufed 
the Caliph's riame tq be laid afide in all the 
provinces under his command. 
Hctyra 206. Though this attempt was fufficicnt to pro- 
Ch.«r.8zi. yoke the Caliph to take up arms to fubdue 
that rebel, yet Mamon could not prevail on 
himfelf ta arm the Muffulmen againft each 
oAer ; and he rather chofe to permit Thaher 
peaceably to enjpy the fruits of his rebellion, 

flattering 



the ARABIANS. 125 

flattering himfelf that time and reflcdion Mamok, 
would bring him back to his duty : but Ma- Hegymzoe. 
mon was deceived in his hopes; Thaher ^' 
continued to maintain himfelf in Chorafan ; 
he held it as the abfolute fovereign, and form*- 
ed a kind of Dynafly, which his defcendants 
kept up with great fplcndor almoft fixty 
years. As to him» he died of an acute dir 
feafe about two years after he had fupprcffed 
the Caliph's name in the publick prayiers. 

Mamon therefore concluding^ thattTha- 
her's preteniions would fall of tbemfelves, 
was in no hafte to take revenge. He thought 
himfelf happy to fee peace and tranquillity 
eftabliflbed in all the other provinces of his do- 
minions. The Aliana who hiad ventured to 
make their appearance at the time the Ca- 
liph had declared in favour of their family; 
fled to their hiding-places fo foon as they 
heard of the revolution which had happened 
in Bagdat on the day of Mamon's entry there. 
Mahomet the Alian, who had broke out into 
rebellion at Cufah» and been proclaimed Ca- 
liph in that city, had withdrawn himfelf; 
infcHHUch that Mamon^s authority was firmly 
eilabliihed in all the provinces of the faracc- 
nick empire, except in Chorafan. 

The many revolutions which happened in 
the empire of the Eaft, having found the 
Greeks fo much employment at home, that 
they could not think of engaging in any fo* 
reign expeditions, they fubmitted to pay to 
the Caliph the ufual tribute : Mamon took 
. . , ' advantage 
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Mamok. advantage of this calm to make the fcienc6^ ^ 
c^^V^ flourifli in the capital of his dominions. 

They had been held in high cfteem them 
SS^r^^^ fince the Abaflians had begun to reign, 
idcnces to Almahzor had openly prot4<3:ed them. Ha-*- 
floimjhmhisjj.^jun followed his example, and not only 
prote^fted, but alfo cultivated riiem with 
^reat care. Mamon exceeded his predecef-^ 
fors, and gained immortal glory by the pains 
he took to facilitate the progrefs of letter^ 
and C)n account of the immenfe fums he ex- 
pended to draw in!:o his dominions foreign- 
ers who were diftingui(hed for their great 
learning and knowledge. 

That prince caufed publick fchools to be 
crefted, in which were convenient lodgings 
for the men of learning, whom he appointed 
to g^vc lectures on all the fciences. He, at 
the fame time, founded anacadcn>y, where 
the learned held their aifemblies to debate on 
.points of literature, which were fit only to 
be difcufled by eminent mafters. 

In order to increafe the inclination of the 
Arabians for the fciences, Mamon was often 
prefent at the aflemblies of the learned ; he- 
•even vifited the fchools, and took a pleafurc 
in hearing their difputations upon the quef^ 
itiohs then under debate. The refpe<5t he 
ihewed to the profeflbrs* gained them greater 
-attention from all fuch as attended ^their 
ledlujes. Far from confidering them as mea 
ihat executed a mean employment, he treat- 
ed them with die utmoflr diftinK^lion : he ad- 
mitted 
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mitfed^ them to his court, convcrfcd fami- MAuon. 
liarly with thetn, and commonly called them^ Hcgyraao6* 
The Mafters of the Soul, and the Precep-^-*"' ^^'• 
tors of the Human Mind. They were, he 
faid, men privileged by heaven, born to be 
the light of nations, and to difpd the clouds 
of ignorance, which i^ the mother of barbae 
rity and cruelty. 

A great number of learivcd men appeared 
at this time at Bagdat ; the moftpart of whom 
had been invited by the Caliph, and the re- 
fidue came on the fole report of his love for 
the fciences, and the protedion he granted 
Jo fuch as cultivated them. . The converfa*^ 
tion of thefe litetati renewed in the cour* 
jiers a tafte for letters; and the capital of the 
Muffulmen foon became, as it were, a pub- 
lick fchool, in which the ftrongeft emulation 
appeared, a fure means of encouraging the 
fciences, and carrying them to the higbeft 
degree of perfedtion. The. knowledge of 
medicine, phyiicks, morally, metaph)rQcks, 
and aftronomy 5 in a word, of all the ufeful 
fciences, was clofely purfued by the Caliph, 
the lords of his court, and fuch other per- 
ions as had an opportunity of engaging in 
fuch kinds of ftudy. 

Mamon more and more encouraged thefe 
happy beginnings by the rewards he con- 
ferred on fuch as diftinguifhed themfelves, 
and to facilitate the progrefs of their ftu- 
dies, he devoted immenfe fums to the raiiing 
of magnificent buildings, fomic of which 
. were 
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MAiim. were defigned for publick librlifie$> where 

Htgfn 2o6* every one might go and freely enjoy the trea-* 

Oum. 821. £^^g ^ literature, which he collefted frorii 

dil parts : others were fet apart for the pro-i 

grefs of certain particular fciences ; for eit-* 

amf^e, he caufed an obfervatory to be built, 

where fuch as followed aftronofny might pro-* 

fecute their ftudies with the greater conve- 

iiiency, as they foxoid eter y thing neCeCary 

fertltat purpofe. 

Mamon foon reaped the fruits of his lai 

bour ; authors of all kinds appeared, who 

gabled the higb^ fepufotiof^, and contrn 

bilted to fpread abroad the glory of the prine* 

wha fo generoufty protend then>: fuch a^ 

Abbas a£ M^u, a faiti^s calculator, who 

drew Qpfome aftroMmical fables with great 

exdj^neft; Ahmed ^n Cothifr/ who eor* 

reded Ptolomy's tabi^, and ^bl^iOned theiA 

with learned notes and remarks ; and many 

others, as weH Mufftflmen' m Ji^s and 

CftriOaans, who all (baned atik^ m the friend^ 

ihipmdfatours of tiNr Caliph^ f6r that prince 

was not ofo^k^xm, t*rat a dij^rcnce in matH^ 

ters of religion ought t& prevent hicR fiotii 

extending his Ifcewlity to me!i wh6 Were fo 

great an honour to literature. 

Hc^a 207. The tranquitlity which the Caliph eiijoyed 

Ch. aer, S22. j^ ^ pleafiiig. an eiftplpymeftt, was^ a little 

Thomas foii- interrupted l^the war be that year carried 

cits the Ca- 00 againft the Greeks; however, he did not 

war on £*^ head his army, and only furniihcd a body 

Greeks. of (roops to the perfon that was theprimum 

mobile 
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mobile of that war; he was a Grecian Mamon. 
named Thomas, and had been forced many Hegyrazo7. 
years before to quit Conftantinople on ac-^^'*^*^"' 
count of fome crime. He made his efcape 
to Bagdat, where he found means to infi- 
nuate himfelf into the favour of the Caliph, 
on account of his bravery and great zeal for 
muffulmanifm: he ferved near twenty years 
in the Caliph*s army, and had always great- 
ly diftinguiflied himfelf, but efpecially againft 
his own countrymen, on whom he conti- 
nually ftrove to glut his revenge. 

,, The peace which then fubfifted between 
Mamon and the eaftern emperors being an 
obftacle to his defign, Thomas was fo impor- 
tunate with the Caliph, that at laft he pre- 
vailed on him to break with the Grecians. 
He remonftrated that there could not be a 
more favourable opportunity for fcizing the 
capital of their empire 3 that the inteftine 
wars which then prevailed in that ftate, 
would make it impoiTible for thein to defend 
the city, and that if they would truft him 
with the command of the expedition, he 
would engage to fet the Caliph on the con- 
ftantinopolitari throne. 

The then reigning emperor was called Mi^a^ rf- 
Michael; he had been raifed to that dignity ^roneofCom 
by a moft amazing revolution. That prince flantinopfe. 
having been condemned to die, in the year . 
820, by Leo the Armenian, then emperor 
of Greece, was to have been executed oa 
Chriflm as-day at night, but it happening. 

Vol. III. K that 
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Mamon. that Leo was aflaflinated the fame nighf, 
Hegyra 2C7. Michael was releafed from his imprifonment, 
* ^' ^^'' and proclaimed emperor in his ftead. The 
beginning of his reign was undifturbed) he 
had taken care to put an end to their divi-J- 
fionsj and had alfo ceafed the profecutions 
"which his predecefTors had carried on againft 
fuch as perfifted in the worfhip of images ; 
buti ere long, he perfecuted them in his turti. 
He foon openly declared againft all forts of 
religion J and became remarkable for the moft 
fcandalous vices. As he could neither write 
nor read, he could not bear fuch as knew 
more than himfelf i and above all, he {hewed 
an inveterate hatred againft men of letters. 
Hcis rendered So many concurrent defeds rendered him 
odioiM to his odious to his fubjeds : cabals were formed, 
" ^^ ' againft which, however, he bore up by his 
intrepidityj and the affiftance of fome Cour- 
tiers, whofe intereft it was to fupport him. 
Thomas having received advice of the fitua- 
tlon of affairs in that country, warmly folli- 
cited Mamon to embrace fo fair an opportu- 
nity of uniting the Grecian empire with the 
dominions of the MufTulmen. 

For a long time the Caliph refufed to com- 
ply with the propofal. He was content with 
the tribute, which the Greeks paid with the 
utmoft punctuality, and was unwilling to 
quit his application to the fciences, which 
was his favourite employment, rather than go 
upon an enterprize which he did not think 
would prove fo eafy as was pretended- 

2 But 
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But Thomas ftill continued his application ^amon. 
to the Caliph, and endeavoured to obviate all ^^^ ^^7- 
difficulties, by propbting t6 carry On the v^ar ^^- *''• ^^^' 
ih his own name, jn Cafe Mkrhon would The CaUph 
ftirnifh him with troops, and all other things toThoi^^to 
tieceffary for fo iihpbrtantari enterprize : at make war on 
laft the Caliph confented, and ordered a con- ^ ^'^^"^ 
liderable body tif forced id be levied, at the 
head 6f which Thomas begin his ttidrch, to 
ittake an ifrbptibn into the eaftern empire. 

Some authors affert, that the ahimofity of Motives tint 
this general againft thfe Greeks, was hot induced Tho- 
ifblely owing to th6 punifhment they had con- ^ on th^ ^ 
demned him to fufFer for the crime which Greeks. 
had forced him to fly his country -, but that 
having formerly been a great friend to Leo, 
who after he attaifl^d the empire was aflaffi- 
hated by Michaers adherents, he was re- 
folved t6 avenge the death of his friefad, and 
if poffible dethrone thfe affaffip. 

Others aflfert, that Thomas, who was i 
tnan of very, mean extradion, but at the 
feme time a perfoti of grfeat cburagfe and un- 
derilanding, and of ftill greater craft and 
fubtilty, had created d belief that he was 
Conftantine, fon of the emprefs Irene, who 
was fuppofed to have been aflaffinated by 
that princeft ; by means of which pretence 
Thomas raifed a confiderable party : and 
fliat he obtained auxiliary ttoops of Mamon^ 
in confideration of an agreement by which 
the pretended Conftantine promifed to grant 
10 the Caliph fome very confiderable advan- 
K 2 tages, 
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tages, fo fbon as he ihould afcend the throUe 
of his ancefiors. 

However that was^ Thomas had a formi'- 
dable army under his command, confifting 
of Perfians, Medes, Arabians, Iberians, Chal- 
deans, and other people, who were incited 
by the hopes of booty to. engage in the ex- 
pedition. Even a large number of Chrif- 
tians marched under his ftandard, with a 
view to free the empire of the Eaft from a 
fovereign, who, for his great vicps, was def- 
pifed by all mankind. 

So foon as this numerous army had enter- 
ed Afia Minor, Thomas fbon made himfelf 
mailer of almoft all the places of flrepgth 
in that extenfive province. Some of them 
kept the faith they had fwom to the emperor^ 
and refolved to defend themfelves ; but they 
were foon forced to furrender, and were to- 
tally deftroyed ; and in this manner he treat- 
ed fuch of the towns as flood an attack in 
form. 

Michael, afloniflxed at fo fudden an irrup- 
tion, made preparations to face the enemy : 
he. fent out a body of troops to flop their 
progrefs, but his precaution was ineffectual ; 
his army was almofl totally routed; ^d 
Thomas taking advantage of the vid:ory, 
Iblemnly aiTumed the title of emperor, and 
was crowned by a prelate named Jub, wha 
was intitled biihop of Antioch. 

This bold enemy, elated with his great 
fucccfs, marched dire<aiy to Conflantinople. 

He 
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He w&s joined <m (Sbe march hf irtih dc- Mamok. 
tacbftients of Chriftians, aad other fubje<fts Hegyra207- 
of the emperor Michael, by whofeaffiftance^^' ^' ^^^' 
he laid fiege to that ca{ntal : wliilft he at- j 

tacked it by latni, his fleet alfo approached 
liife place, and broke the dizain which de- 
fended the entrance of the harbour. 

They immediately puihed on the fiege Hm fl«ct is 
mkh great vigour, biatthey were foon obliged ^^^f^^a^ * 
to abate of the warmth of their attacks for he is obliged 
want of warlike machines. Thomas took ^^ '*^^* 
on the fpot a refolution of turning the fiege 
into a blockade, and employing part of his 
troops in the conqueft of Thrace 5 but at 
the time they were preparing to march on 
that expedition, a furious tempeft enfued, 
which wrecked part of the ihips of the Sa- 
racen fleet, which lay in die port of Con- 
ftantinople. Thomas vainly ftroye to repair 
thelofs* The rainy feafon, which was fet- 
ting in, compelled him at laft to raife the 
fiege, in order to fave his troops and Ae 
remains of his fleet. He accordingly took 
up his winter-quarters in Afia Minor, where 
he remained till the weather was fit for him 
to retake the field. 

The Greeks taking advantage of his al> J^^^g^^^^^^^ 
fence, worked without intermiflion in re-tofoftaina 
pairing the fortifications of Conftantinople ; frclh fiege. 
and they, at the fame time, added new 
works, which rendered the attack of the 
place much more difficult : they alfo fitted 
out their fleet, and made an ample provi- 
K 3 fion 
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Mamok. fe)n of firc-fhips and fire-works, in order 

Hcgy«207, $o deal with the Saracens at their return. 

v., aar, Hzz. Thpnaas foon appeared again before tha^ 

Thoam re- city ; he depended the more on fuccefs in 

^cwstjiefiegc.j^g opw attcnntpt, as he qawkd on a fecret 

COrrefpondence with the place, by means of 

a perfon of diftindkion, who, on account of 

fome difguft he bad taken to the emperor 

Michael, had defertedwith a body of troops 

he comn?ianded, and had entered into the 

fervice of the Saracens, But when Thomas 

appeared again at the gates of Conftantino-r 

pie, this deferter refledting, that as the Greeks 

had now fo ftrongly fortified themfelvee, they 

might probably ggin the advantage, and that 

itwould be attended widi the greateft danger 

if heflipuld fallinto their hands,he refolved to 

make his peace with them ; and accordingly, 

by means of the acquaintance he had in the 

town, he informed the befiegers, that if they 

would make a fally on the Saracens, he 

would at the lame time attack the latter in 

jhe rear, by v/hich means they ipight eafily 

get the better of them. 

Thomas receiyedintelligence early enough 
to prevent this piece of treachery. He placed 
a body of troops ftrong enough to fall on the 
defcrters, oil the firft movement they fhould 
make to attack the Saracens, whilft they 
werp engaged with the Grecian troops ap-t 
pointed tp- make the fally ; the command 
of which detachment he referved to him-r 
felf. The defigii fuccqeded to his wiih s the 

Grecians 
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* Grecians fallied out and attacked the Sa» Mamon. 
racens ; the deferters having prepared to Hegyra 207. 
attack them in the rear, Thomas fell fu^ ^^* *"' ^"' 
rioufly on them with his body of referve, 
and cut them in pieces ; and having taken 
tijieir commander prifoner, he condemned 
him to death oa the fpot. . ^ 

The Saracens having thusr punifhed the 
traitors, refumed the ?ittacks with great vi^ 
gourj but as the befieged alfo made a very 
gallant defence, much time pafle'd, and 
they made no v:ery confiderable progrefs, 
Thomas, who was impatient to find the 
fiege fo prolonged, fent orders for the Sa-» 
racen fleet to fail immediately from Barut, 
where it Uy, and to appear before th^ wallsr 
of Conftantinopie. 

The fleet foon arrived there, and Thomas Part of tho 
was i>feparing to batter the place on all fide^^*^^*^^ , 
to great advantage, when by anmcidentall 
his deiigns were rendered abortive. The 
Greeks quietly fuffered the muflulman fleet 
to approach their ramparts, and made not 
the leaft attempt upon them during th^ 
whole day ; but fp foon as night came on, 
the emperor fent out his fire-fhips, and th^ 
fire- works being played off, they fet part of 
the enemy's ihips in a flame, obliged the 
remainder to retire, and in Ihort, threw the 
whole fleet into fuch confufion, that they 
were unable to defend themfelves : the^ 
Greeks gained a great booty on ' this occa- 
iion by the capture of many fliips. The 
land-forces that w^re on board the fleet, foj 
K 4 thQ 
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Mamojc. the moft part either perifhcd in the flames or 
Hcgyrazoy. were drowned; the tew that efcaped readied 
a. «r- 822. ^g ^^j.^ ^^ g^^^^ difficxAtyy and joined 

the army in their camp. 
The king of This event was foon followed by another, 
ISSsa ^^^^^ totally ruined the army of Thom^- 
raccns. The king of Bulgaria arrived at the head of 

hiS' forces, and oflFered his afliftance to the 
Grecian emperor. The faracenick general 
refolving to be before-hand with the Bulga- 
rian, marched out to meet him, in order to 
give him battle before his troops had time to 
recover from their fatigue : but this ftep was 
likewife fatal to the Saracens; they were 
broken and totally routed by the Bulgarians, 
who took from them a confideriable booty, 
and made a prodigious number of prifoners. 
The king of the Bulgarians might have 
made greater advantages of his viftory, if 
he had thought fit; but in the main, he was 
not forry to fee the Greeks infenfibly weak- 
ened by the loffes they fuftained from the 
Saracens: he thepefore refolved to retire, 
rec)coning that he fhould one day be able to 
take advantage of the bad pofture of the 
affairs of both parties. 
The cmpc- In the mean time the Grecian emperor 
Tm^^^'^^-^ received frefli reinforcements; and as they 
forcements. entered Conftantinople by the Black Sea, 
Thomas could by no means keep them out 
of the city, nor could he get any certain in- 
telligence of their numbers. The general, 
fince his laft defeat, had been employed in 
affembling his (hattered troops ; and the ap- 

prehenfions 
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prdicnfions of a new niisfortunc having rej*» Mamon. 
dered him more circumipe<5t, both in refpe<3:Heg)rra207. 
to his encampments, and his attacks, he had ^^' *'^" ^^^*^' 
taken pofleffion of a poft, from which he 
propofed to gain the double advantage of . • 

avoiding the being forced by the Greeks, and 
of being at the fame time in a condition of 
annoying them confiderably 5 befides, in 
that pofition he could eafily receive the fuc- ] 

cours which he daily cxpeiSted. 

But the Grecian emperor did not giveHeftonns the 
them time to arrive. So foon as he received Saracen camp, 
the fuccours by the Black Sea, he made a 
fally, and his troops faced the Saracens with 
fo much intrepidity, that terror fei^ed the 
whole camp I tte ftrength of jtheir poft was 
of little avail for their defence : the Greeks 
forced their camp, land made a terrible 
llaughtcr of them ; however, Thomas made 
his efcape, and fled to Adrianople, with the 
few troops who had faved themfclves from 
the hands of the vi<5tors. 

This retreat put an end to the exploits of 
Thomas. The muflulman troops, who, till 
that event, had ferved him with great zeal 
and affedtion, infcnfibly defertcd him j and 
he had foon none left to defend him but the 
inhabitants of the place to which he fled {(X 
refuge : being driven to fo great extrcmityi 
he ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain cre- 
dit and authority in the city ; but fo foon as 
the imperial troops came in fight, the in- 
habitants of Adrianople would not expofe 

themfelves 
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Mamon. Aemfelves to be plundered, or run the 
Hcgyra207. rifque of the emperor's refentmcnt; they 
Ch- aer. 822. therefore refolved to wait on that prince, and 

to deliver up his enemy into his hands., 

Hegyra «o8. They put their defign into execution, and 

*'' *^* thereby obtained the emperors pardon, for 

Thomas isdc- having afforded a retreat to his foe. The 

€^tGrtaan unhappy Thomas was cruelly puniJhcd for 

emperor, who taking up arms againft his countiy ; they 

^^^ cut oiFhis hands and foet, and in that 

condition mounted him on an afs, led 

him through all the ftrceta of Adrianoplc, 

and then carried him to the Grecian camp, 

where he foon died. 

The death of that general pat an end to 
the enterprizc, at which Mamon conceived 
no uneafinefs, fave on account of the troops 
and fleet he had furnifhed out for the expe- 
dition. He had never entertained any great 
opinion of the defign, and would not come 
to a refolution, till he knew with what fuc- 
cefs it was attended : he therefore, was not 
greatly concerned when he heard the news 
of that difafter; and finding, though the 
Grecian emperor had good reafon to com- 
plain, that he ftill continued to pay the tri- 
bute impofed on the emprefs Irene, and con- 
firmed by her fucceffors, he behaved to that 
prince as if he had not meant to break the 
truce, of which the tribute was the confi- 
deration. 

The emperor Michael, who dreaded Ma- 
mon, did not lay that event to his charge > 

and 
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^nd he was the better pleafed he hadMAMov. 
avoided a quarrel with him on that occa- Hcgyn^ zqs, 
^on, as he had foon other enemies on his ^^' ^' ^^^' 
hands, whom he could by no means have 
oppofed, if he had been obliged at the fame 
time to make head againft the mufiulman 
forces. 

Thefe new enemies were alfo Mahome^lmiptionQf 
tans, and were called Saracens, becaufe, as^^^^^^ 
J have already faid, the Chriftians gave that the Grecian 
name to all fuch as bore arms againft them^«'"^<»^"- 
under muffulman colours, whether they 
were natives of Arabia, Syria, or other 
countries. 

Thefe were Saracens of Africa, who hadnegyra 409. 
fixed themfelves at Morocco and Algiers, Ch- aer. 824. 
where they chofe a Caliph, to whom they 
gave the title of Emir al Muflimin, and who 
was totally independent on the Caliph of 
Bagdat. They landed on the Coafts of 
Greece, and plundered and ruined all that 
country. They entered the ifle of Crete, 
now called Candia, made themfelves maf- 
tcrs of it, and kept their ground againft all 
the forces fent by the emperor to retake it. 
In a fhort time that prince alfo loft Sicily, 
where one of his officers called in the Sara- 
cens to aflift him againft the emperor, who 
intended to feize him on account of fome 
crime he had committed ; and they gained 
the whole ifland^ except Syracufc and Tor- 
mina. 

Whilft 
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Mamoit. Whllft die Greeks were employed in cfo- 

Hegym tog. fending diemfeives againft thefe barbarians^ 
Ck. jcr.SH- Mamon pa£ed his days in great tranquillity 
The CaKph at Bagdat, where he ftrove more than ever 
w^^S^L'*^ make the arts and fciences flourifli. it 
antients to be lias appeared in the lives of fome of his pre- 
^•«^?»d into deceffors, that thofe princes had already 
"^"^ caufcd many old Greek aathors to be tran- 
ilated into the Arabian tongue > Mamon 
followed their plan, and as he was more 
learned than they, fo alfo he (hewed a better 
judgment in his choice of authors. At that 
time appeared in Arabick the works of Ari- 
ilotle, Theophraftus, Euclid, Hippocrates, 
Galen, Diofcorides, and, in general, all the 
good performances, both ancient and mo* 
dem, which they couldprocure from diflferent 
countries, where the fciences and learned 
men had been formerly held in efteem. 
Hcgyra 210, The example of the fovereign, the great 
ch/«r. 82c, ^^g^^ ^^ fliewed to men of letters, and 
826. the benefits he beftowed on them, were pre- 

valent motives to men of parts and inge- 
nuity to diftinguifli themfclves. The Ara- 
bians, who were pofTefTed of a penetrating 
genius, and a quick conception, foon made 
themfelves mafters of the moft abftrufe fci- 
ences, and publiflied a great number of per- 
formances of different kinds, in which they 
paid homage to the prince, by dedicating 
them to him as their protedtor. 

By this new emulation, the reign of Ma-* 
mon was rendered more illuftrious than it 

would 
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vrould have been by a ferics of vidlories. Mamon. 
The love of literature feemed to have totally Hegyrazio. 
deftroyed the roughnefs and barbarity for ch/asr. 825^ 
which the Arabians had been formerly con- 826. 
demned by polite nations; for, notwith-p^^^j^^^ 
Handing the great pains taken by fome of between the 
the Caliphs to reform the manners and im-^^P^^^ 

f • /« 1 t • Mamonand 

prove the genius or that people, certain thofe of his 
marks of ferocity, from vsrhich even their predeceflbrs. 
fovereigns were not exempt, had from time, 
to time fhewn themfelves : fubjedls had 
been diigraced without caufe, cruel punifli- 
ments inflided, and even heads cut oiFupoa 
the flightcft pretences; whereas, under Ma- 
mon all things were wifely conduced with 
an even hand : there was no eflufion of 
blood ; and if his reign was the reign of the 
arts and fciences,it might alfb well be called 
the reign of mildnefs and moderation. 

He gave a very pregnant proof of the Generous 
goodnefs of his difpofition, upon an occafion ^"^^^^ 
where he inclined to mercy, when his cour- Ibrahim* 
tiers, for the moft part, had advifed him to 
ufe fcverity. It was in relation to Ibrahim,, 
who was raifed to the Caliphate in the city 
of Bagdat, whilft Mamon was yet in Cho-t 
rafan. 

Ibrahim having refigned the crown, upon 
his nephew's approach to Bagdat at the bead 
of his army, had effedhially concealed him- 
felf in that very city, and by diiguifing him- 
k\f in female attire, he remain^ed there in- 
cognito many years. The Caliph knew he 

was 
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Mamon. was 111 the capital, and commanded a ftridf 
Hegyra 2io,fearch to be made after him ; but as it was 
Ch! aer 82c ^^^^^^^ Mamon's defign was rather toter^ 
826. * rify, than to puhifh him, they were not 

very diligent in their enquiry : however, af- 
ter fome years, Ibrahim, who poffibly had 
abated of his former cirCuitifpeftion, was 
difcovered, notwithftandiftg his diiguife/ 
They apprehended hirti^ and immediately 
informed the Caliph that he was in cuftody, 

Mamon called a council on the fame day, 
ind aiked their opinions touching what ought 
to be done on that occaiion; when they una-* 
Aimoufly declared Ibrahim worthy of deaths 
and alledged, that fatal inconveniences might 
enfue, if mercy (hould in fuch a cafe be ex-* 
tended; 

The Caliph then fent for Ibrahim, whd 
was brought before^ the council in his diP 
guife ; fo foon as he entered the room he 
fell proftrate to pay his obeifance to that 
prince, and diredling his difcourfe to him, 
he faid, " The peace of God bd with 
you, O commander of the faithful ; if yoiif 
dvenge yourfelf, you only ufe your prero- 
gative ; but if you forgive, you fhew youf 
virtue : if my crime is great, your clemen-^ 
Cy is ftill greater." 

** My council,", faid the Caliph, ^' have' 
iinanimoaflv condemned Vou to die." **'Your' 
counfellors," faid Ibrahim, interrupting Ma- 
ftion, " have judged according to cuftofh, 
and the fixed rules of political government; if 

you 
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ybu pardon me you will not indeed adl ac-MAwoN. 
cording to precedent, but you will not have Hegyra 21a, 
your equal amongft fovcreigns." Ch!'«r 82c 

iVfatnon, who was naturally inclined 10826. 
mercy, and who befides thought Ibrahim 
was fufficiently punifhed, by having paffed 
fo many years in continual difquietude, for 
a crime which, all things confidered, he had 
involuntarily committed, tenderly embraced 
that prince, faying to him with great emo- 
tion; " Uncle, be comforted, I will not 
do yoa the leaft difpleafure :" and, in fadt, 
he caufed his pardon to be forthwith made 
but, and beftowed on him a rank and fortune 
fuitable to his birth. This day, fo happy to 
Ibrahim, was a day of feftival at the court 
of Bagdat. The courtiers came in crowds 
to compliment and congratulate the Caliph 
on an event which fo greatly added to his 
reputation for generofity and clemency, 
^he prince, fenfible of the efFed: which was 
produced on their minds by the pardon he 
had juft granted, cried out from the fuUnefs 
of his heart: " Oh ! did men but know 
what pleafure I take in pardoning, fuch as 
have offended me, would come and ac- 
knowledge their offences." 

The return of Ibrahim to the court, 
greatly contributed to augment its pleafures> 
tfiat prince was very learned, and his con- 
verfation was equally inflruftive and amu-* 
ling : he had as great a love for letters as 
Mamon, and had made the fine arts his 

particular 
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Mamjost, particular fludy. Above all he excelled iff 

Hegyra zio^ mufickj of which he was a perfed: matter ^ 

cL'W. 8«c J^^^fomuch, that when Mamon had clofely 

826. * * applied himfclf to graver ftudies, he ufed to 

entertain him with his fine voice, and by fe- 

veral inftruments on which he performed 

with equal fkill and tafle. 

Ibrahian was moreover of a very chearful 
difpofition, his converfation was lively, and 
he was ready at repartee > all which was^ 
of great ufe to unbend the Caliph's mind, 
which for fome time had been engaged in the 
fhidy of a fcience very hard to be attained. 
Mamon ap- He was rcfolved to make himfelf mailer 
t?£S^o£^^ the mathematicks ; but this was by fa 
the mathema- much the more difficult, as there was not a 
ticks. per£bn to be found in Bagdat capable of af- 

fixing and forwarding him in the ftudy of 
that fcience j however at laft they met with 
a Greek Have, who was introduced to him 
as a perfon capable of enabling him to make 
a Confiderable progrefs in a fhort time. 
A flavc affifts Mamon, pleafed at this lucky difcovery, 
him in the immediately gave the flave his liberty: he 

ftudy of that ^1 n 5 1 • 1 r v • 

fcioKe. ^^^^ beltowed on mm the means of living 
comfortably, and of appearing at court* 
The Caliph was fb well pleafed with the. 
methods the Grecian took to forward him 
in the mathematicks, that he defired ta 
know who be was, and how, at his early 
time of life, he could have gained fo great 

an infight into fo exteniive a fcience. 

The 
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^ljicCff^kanf\jrcr©4i 4iat tfee JknowledM Mamqn. 
Jie had ac;qjaifcd was fblely owing to the Hqyra 210, 
grefit care an4 P*ujs, yjrjhicji one of thp njioft q/J „. g^j, 
jbari^ ^Q in djie ea^lern empire had been 826. 
pleaded to jl?je%)vpQhi«P- this^anwasnanaed j^^ ^^^^ ^ 
JLqo^ l^e yrfi9 a ^e^ p^ilofppji^r and moft hiscouna 
g/bji^e inaAcan^atjicifin : hj^g hi/hpp pf Thef- J^^^S*" 
jj^mqai, and having rei^^ to comply yritl^ 
^ Pftinfoa pf jdbye e/rnpercr, whp n^ 4^- 
4s^i?A^&if4^ tdb/e worjQbip ofiipaKes, he wa^ 
^riyi^pf jj^s bUhooricjk) and had retired 
X9f>ifi^m^9V^^> wSeriS hp liye4 op wh^t 
J|)e ,CQuy g^ by te^ching^ ^fiying Qo other 
^prtsine ^^t his jtalents. The Grecia^n fpoke 
So i^i^hly,^praii!b csf that learned man, fin^ 
<leicr.^t:i^ j^s i:eal fit^s^on ^ {nch o^ying 
Hvn^f ih^Mm^n refpHved to i^yifp him 
,<ph5^ court. 

lie s^cprdipgly'^pte^a y€^ pbli^g let;ter 

jto the b^(bpp, m whic^>,af^r iiayin2; d^ 

i^e]ugh/9[U)CdQnhe ei^tertained ofhis merit 

,9qd i^M^^4&^> he invited him to cqm«^ to 

Bagdat, where he .might ;^eet with a condi- 

<tipn a^ ^os^^P woraiy l^s .abi^ties. j^a- 

;^n.difp9»K€b^d d^e^e^ by ^Pfi^y 3^0 w;as 

fL n^iy^ of tQceoce, and was well acquainted 

Sirii^X'^o, fif^d l\e inftru^ted the meflenger 

4pii)|prcel4sTequefi:, and to fet in themoft 

4»iiroiir4^1e light ti>e adv^t^ges ;he might 

iippe b;>.ggki at the Ca)iph's ^^ouiit. 

7:hc jieYTs of H^ J^^^tgp 4ppn x^^^oi The ^P?^' 
tbp 9Qm.9f Cpi?lbmti3eQf^ : .tjje.c^^pcrpt*, S^turt. 

•Vol. III. L cither 
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Mamok. ' cither through jealoufy, or for fome other 
Hcgyra 210, caufc, refufed to comply with the Caliph's 
ch.' 2a. 825, rcqueft ; infomuch, that when they applied 
826. to him to give leave to Leo to quit his do- 

minions, he would not grant it 5 and he even 
began to {hew a great regard to that learned 
man, in fome meafure to make him amends 
for the advantages he loft through his means. 
Hcgyra 212,' Mamon being thus unable to gain a point 
Ch^ «r. 827, ^^ ^^^ ^^ much at heart, refolved to com- 
828. * mence a literary correlpondence with Leo, 

Eftcem of thc^^^^^^y ^^ receive die benefit of his inftruc- 
Caliph for that tions. This correlpoudence Continued along 
learned man. \\m^^ and always with the fame fatisfadion 
to the Caliph. Marmol, from whom I bor- 
row this fadt, fays, that Mamon having one 
day received a letter from Leo, in which 
he had folved a problem in Euclid (of 
which the Caliph had afked the folution) 
with the utmoft clearnefs, he cried out in a 
tranfport, " Happy are they who live atCon- 
ftatitinople, and can enjoy die converfation 
of fo excellent a mafter !" 
Hcgyra 214. His afledtiou for that great man increafed 
Ch. XX. 829. Qj^ ^^ receipt of each letter he wrote to the 
The Caliph Caliph ; and fo ftrong was Mamon's defire 
^'^^Lrorto ^^ being more intimately acquainted widi 
fend Leo to Leo, that he was many times tempted to un- 
^^- dcrtake a voyage to Conftantinople in per- 

fon ; but reflecting, that his rank was an in- 
furmountable obftacle to fuch a defign, he 
wrote.to the emperor, in hopes of prevail- 
ing on that prince to fend Leo to him ^ and 
, . that 
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that his requeft might meet with a more fa-MAMon. 
vourable reception, he accompanied it with qJ^x^ 3 J+[ 
magnificent prefents. His letter was couched 
in thefc terms : 

Mamon, grand emir and prince of the 
Arabians, to Michael, emperor of the 
ChrifUans. 

** It was my intention to have paid you 
iSL friendly vifit ; but as the grandeur of my 
ilation, and the nature of my people^ will 
4iot permit me to undertake it, I defire you 
will fend to me the moft learned philofopher 
JLcQ, that I may profit by his inftrudions in 
the iludy of the fciences, of which I am 9 
paffionate admirer. Let not the difference 
in our religions prevent you, for I afk him 
as a friend: on that confideration I will 
inaint^n a perpetual peace with you, and 
.will fend you one thoufend byzants of gold 
to indemnify you for the expence of the lafl; 
.campaign*." 

The emperor paid not the leaft regard Expcditi<« 
"either to the intreaties or offers of the Caliph, g^^j^^*^ 
but 'returned an evafive anfwer 5 at which 
Mamon was fo piqued, that he took up arms 
and entered the provinces of the empire : 
but this expedition was foon ended ; he only 

• Mamon probably meant the war which Thomas had 
commenced againft Michael^ and in which the Saracenaienred 
9B auatiliaiy troops. 

L 2 fcized 
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Mamoh. 'Psized ihrac of the tftromgeft frontier placeiii 
Hegyta 214. and' weiit to :pa& the winter at I>amdcus« 
Ch, aer. tfip. epj^ prcfcnoc df the fowreign « that city 
was become abfolutely necelfaiy for die put- 
ting an end to fome difturbances which had^ 
ariten>tfaere. Mamon foon^ueUedi^dilbr* 
der, tsBxdpafredtbeireauunder.ofliietinplea'- 
fant feafon in enjoying that tranqiiiHity> which, 
by his wife regulations, was again eilabli(hed 
in flie capital of ^his ismpitie. 
^«gy« g"o ^^^ ^"^*^ year^e renewed* the wwr^gsunft 
.xr. 30. ^^ Greeks. Mi<Jhael the ^ftammercr no 
ionger ^pcffeflfed 4hc *flifone ; ^ died ibout 
ihat time^t HConftarttinopte, and Thcophi- 
itis'his'fwi., "whom he 'had 4ffbciatcd to^^ 
icmpire ^in *his Hfe-time, fucceeded *to ihe 
t*own. Advice was brought * to Banxafcus, 
that either ^by -that ^prino&'s orders or other- 
wife, '•thcy^iad-ptrt'to Htcfword near ftjtteen 
^hundred, men in ^flic frontier towns belong- 
tngito the Tnt/ffiihttan empire. IWLatnon, cn- 
-ragcd-at*aieircntclty, again ^crcSTedwnerirtto 
Greece with his troops, and added-new con* 
^uefts to thofe he had made the preceding 
year : .he afterwards formed two large de- 
tachments, the firft commanded 'by his bro- 
ther Motaffcni, and Ihe latter by one of his 
^general officers, who marched into difiereilt 
^parts, .and committed preat rravages in the 
X5recian'territories. 

After ^thfi&iS2^pedition$, which were^per- 
. focmed with i the ^ceateii: Lifapidity, the (two 
.commanders rejoined the main army with 

their 
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tbeir detachmeiita^ andth^e/Caliph} contented Mamov. 
wkh hisi prefent advantages^ waa unwiIlihgjHegyra2i$. 
to pufli thcoai any farthcc./ He. returned to *''^^- 
Daim&us, whesehe ordained agi^necalfaft^ 
peparalory to a feftival q£ his Qkurch> which 
lie celeWated with, great folemnity. 

In a &ort tkne he wcat into Egjr^t on ac- Hcgyra 216. 
count o£ a letter, by which he was informed ^^•*''^^'* 
that an imjBien& treafinie was hid under two They difcover 
colunans kk a place which wa& defcrihed tofj^jjj^^^ 
him: this iaforoiatioa was fent In conie^the fecond. 
^peace of what had heea alledged by fome 
perfoiis of veracity, who declared, t^iat^ tQ 
thek knowledge, Merwan the ^ond of that 
n^mey an4 the kft Caliph of the hqufe of 
Oamujab^ had caufed £ome very ponderous 
chefis to be burial in that&ot; and that 
ibortly after bis deaths they oad again put 
odiers iiinder-groiind» which they cguld not 
do So fecretly as to prevent its being difco>- 
ireitdi but that XM> fearch had been fince 
made ill that place, and therefore it was to 
be prefumed things remained in the iame 
condition. 

Mamoa therefore went into Egypt, that 
he im^ be prefent at the opening of the 
treafvre in queftion ; he caufed them to dig 
m the place vi4>ere the two columns ftood ; 
and hfiving wcMriced a diott time diey found 
feveral coffers, which contained a great quan- 
tity of jewels of all Icinds, rich furniture, and 
A large quanti^ of money : there was one 
ABfcongil the reit filled with linen^ which w^ 
tr 3 extremely 
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MiMON. extremely fine; Mamon being defirous to 

Hcgyra ai6. know what it was, they took it out piece by 

CKw. 831, pjg^^^ ^j^j ^gy f^^j^j jf confifted of fliirts, 

the cufFs of which were extremely foul. 

TheCaliph furprifed at fuch a iighty aAced 
if no perfon could be found to tell him the 
reafon of it ; aftd fbon, an old officer, whofe 
father had ferved under Merwan, appeared, 
and gave him the information he defiredl 
He told Man)oii, that Merwan, who was ex- 
tremely voracious, was venr fond of lamb, 
and above all loved the kidney, andthifrc-* 
iore a whole roafted lamb was, by his order, 
often brought to his table ; that fo foon as it 
was fet down, the Caliph ufed to wrap up his 
hand in the fleeve of his (hirt, anjd plunging 
his arm into the body of the lamb^ t6 tear out 
the kidney, which he eat immediately ; that 
he then put on another fhirt, and 'that the 
foul linen was laid by to be no more ufed, 
which had occafioried the heap they found, 
and which actually amounted to ten thoufand 
Ihirfs/ ... 

Mamon> whp was before ignorant of this 

anecdote, was amazed at fuch a piece of fiji- 

gularity: be applied all the mbney, jewels 

and furniture, to his own ufe. As to the linen, 

be made* a prefeht of it to^ the oflicier who 

had acquainted him With Merv^an's manner 

of living. 

Hegyra 217. The Caliph foon returned to Damafcu^l, 

Ch.«r.832. ^i^cncc he ihortly departed to march ottt 

^''^^^^^againft the Greeks, 'who had raifed ^army ^ 

Greeks. '' ' >'^ with 
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with a view to recover the places they had Mamon. 
Ipft the preceding year. Mamon arrived very Hegyra 217. 
opportunely to render their defign abortive, ' ^' ^^^* . 
9nd took fuch prudent meafures, that he pre- 
vented the epipcror from advancing fp far as 
he proppfed ; as for the reft, no confiderable 
advantages were gained on either fide. 

At the time Mamon was oppofing the Dfvifionof the 
enemies of the ftate, the fciences which heM^^^^^^ 
had put on fo good a footing in his capital, religious fe(a8. 
continued to make a very great progrefs ; but 
in time divifions unfortunately arofe amongft 
the learned. Thefe dilputes were commonly 
attributed to Ariftotle's philofophy, of which 
the Arabians were very fond ; they ftudied 
vnttf, e,qual cagemcfs jind delight jthe empty 
fubtilties of the logick and roetaphyfiicks of 
diat philofopher. Many uncomi^ion quef- 
tions now arofe, which bping debated with 
great >yarfpth by men of different ppinjpns, 
^oon gavp rife to aj many different fedls. 

Without entering into a minute account of 
t^tfc que^ioi)^, it may fufHce to mention 
fuch of then) as then made the moft noife : 
for example, ppe qucftipn was. Whether 
fuch mea as profei&d Muflulmanifm, and 
committed heinous lins, fhould be deemefl 
of the faithful PF npt ? Sonae declared for the 
affirmative, pthers for the negative, and their 
difputes r^ fo high, that thpy vjrere many 
times on the point of coming to blows. 

Another difpute, equally important, arofe 

touching the attributes of God : fomp of 

L 4 them 
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them maintained, thai tKfe attHhiitcs of thfe 
diviftitjf were diftin<Sl: frotri his feffehtej crthfcfir 
iflferted, that btr ffepardting thtm Frdtit his fef- 
fciice, he ^buid be dcjjrived of his drha- 
hients : many dther dtieftions alfo Were de- 
bated, as, whether God knew tibrbu^h His 
knowledge or tkrottgli his efTenct ? Wntthfer 
his word wa^ ^tfernal and uncrtiatbd ? If what 
he did for human creatures was sdwayi the 
mdtt ekbedicnt for them ? Whfether tih de- 
ftroved faith ? or. If that Virtue cbuld fuBfiR 
Witnout ^ctod ^orks ? in a Wolrd, by the hel ji 
of fubtilizirtg, many diffcrerlt bpiniohS arofc, 
which [Produced vdTibus fe6t6, ^hofe doAririe 
Wis. by fo much the iHdrc difficult to be uh- 
deriwbd, &s the doftOfS for the thoft pdrt did 
hot cbnijirehehd it themfelves, 

iBlut the fed Which was then held in the 
gredtelt repbtc, was tfiat of the Motazeli*. 
the Motwc I. j^ ^^ of more than brie hurtdred years flarid- 
ing aitidngft the Miiflultocri j however, the 

^ lie SodHne of Ite MEfK^li '(^nffiedi in the foIlbwiAg 
pointfy (^oiniini^ to Mr..Ba£»g^, ^ French wri^r in his 
I}iftoxre de$ Juifs,Tom. V.) Fir^,Thcy held that the attributes 
of God 6ikglit ttot to be fepatiati^d wm his^efihit^; Skdhd- 
ly» Thtjr t^liieved, as dyd alio all t^t followeis. lyf M, thdt 
Uit K0190 >vis created;, and confe(|uently.was pot eternal. 
They eyefi aflferted, that theJliabiahs were able to Akye^ots 
is n^HeUt a ]^(iAt\a thib jS^orlutf, ff tiMSPy l^d thotk^^lit to 
under^Jce k. ^ Thii^. TUby pa^ht tKat faith fs^npt de- 
jS^Pye^; PV^^^9..^^)^^f''9 ^he name of P^thfol quuiot be 
giVeA to Hdk as dontmit liciiotis o8cnbci. J^'duitttj^ Thi^ 
maintidiiai, thtt God has tndf^ a |[eneral jnfltience over t}«e 
^fUons o[ man; that he ^folu^ely leaves him to his qwn free 
wilr; afitt frbin lAericc he lAents ciAer rewMs dir f tbiiih- 

increafo 
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tecife df It had been gteitly presented h^ M aito^. 
the fi'eqrieirtW4rg, bdth foreign dnd iritdliile,Hegyni2i7. 
fe t^hich the Muffulitien hid been engaged. ^ *'• *?*• 
The tran<}oafi^ which the ftate had enjoyed 
htim the titne Martion began to f dgrt, af- 
forded to thofe feadfles a fiirottt>orttinify df 
|>ttJlJa^tlrtg thelt doiarihe } and when they 
Wei« in a to'ntiitltth bf projiiftg It nj» by thd 
ein|)fy fubtite which they dteW ttdra thd 
logick dUd ifietaphyficks of Anftotle, they 
tobh gained ah iitiitiehffe titunber of foUdw-» 
eHj it the he&d df whoili appeared the Ca- 
liph, ahd, after his ejcaMpUi, moft of th6 
chief peHbnages aHioiigft the Arabians. 

Sum of the MuiTulmen as pretended tdThatiiep 
gi-cat deVbtion, wetfe highly offended at the«»^"«*' 
Caliph's behaviour j they openly blamed him *"*"*• 
for having befen fo ready to brinp; into his do- 
xnihiohs learilbd men and the fciences, which 
they looked upon to be the chief authors of 
0II the difputes that had arlfen in matters of 
religidn: this induced Takiddin, anArabiaii 
writipr, to fay. ^at God wduld infalliblv pu- 
jDuHi the Caltph Maxnoii, fdr having inter- 
rujptted the dev6ti6h of the MufTuUnen, by 
the introdU^dh oi philofopiucal ftudies f** 

T^e murihurs vmich arofe amongft tihcTheCafiph 
Mutfuiinch, dii account of diefe difcudionsgJJ^^ 

tttlOQ* 

•p^fdancHiiih piemtem tnt^)eUaTerit. 

of 
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Mamtoh. • of points of doctrine, greatly perplexed the^ 
Hcgyraxi;. Caliph ; he was touched at the accufation of 
^ ff- ?32- having altered the dodrine of the preset ^ 
apd in the heighth of his concern, he re- 
foived to take fpeedy and eifecftual meafures 
to put an end to fo difadvantageous a report. 
Some authors affirm, that he eredled a kind 
of inquisition to oblige all his fubjefts, of 
what fc<a foever they were, to profefs Muf- 
fulmanifm ; but he foon perceived, that more 
harni than good would refult from fuch an 
j^ftablifhment, and that befides it wo\|Id in* 
fallibly drive away the literati, who would 
not fubmit ^ob^ conftr^ined in their manner 
of thinking. 
Hcgyxa »i8. If fuch art inq»ifition was ever eftablifhed^ 
CkajT. 833. jjg power was of no long duration ; for we 
find that the Chriftians, who niuft have beeri 
the chief objeils of the inquiry of fuch a 
tribunal, as they were the moft inveterate 
enemies to Muffultpanifrp, remained, how- 
ever, undiflurbed at Bagdat and Damaicus, and 
other great cities, whprc they fiad churches*. 
We learn from hiftory, that a prelate, pamed 
Monk, who wg§ patriarch of the Jacof- 
bites at Alexandria, Ay^g in the reign of 
Mamon, another perfon was chofen to fuc- 
ceed him, who was by no means interrupted 
in the fteps he took for the promotion of the 
chriftian religion: he caufed feveral churches 
to be rebuilt, and foniie monafteries to be 
repaired, which were foon filled with proper 

inhabitants. 
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%iiiabttants, without the leaft oppoiition frotri Mamon. 
the Caliph. Hcgywzig. 

That prince, probably rcflcding on the ^^'^ ^33- 
fatal confequences which perfecution always He toientea ' 
produces, rcfolved to wink at the quarrds^^f^**^ 
amongft the diiierent feds, and prudently to 
avoid ufii^ rigorous means, which only fervc 
to inflame matters, and increafe the number 
of the difobedient ; beiides, by tolerating 
difierent Teds, he prevented the ftate from 
perceiving their divjjSons ; and by his mode^ 
rate condud he fucceeded to his wifli. In 
refped to himfelf, he was far from remain* 
ing indifferent as to the tenets of all the par* 
ties ; and as he had already fhewn a ftrong 
inclination to the dodrine of the Motazeli^ 
fo he profeiTed it till his death. 

The rigorous Muffulmen could never for* 
give Mamon, for fhewing fo much modera- 
tion at a time they wifhed to fee fire and 
fword employed, to eradicate a dodrine which 
offisnded their tender confciences ; but they 
were not fo imprudent as to attempt to flu: 
up the people againfl that prince. He was 
fo beloved by his fubjeds, and fo well dcr 
ferved their a&ddons, that the mifchief they 
had aimed at him would have fallen on their 
own heads. 

The difputes about dodrine were fufpend- 
cd by fbme new motions which were made 
l^ the Greeks./ The emperor Theophilus 
had raifed another army, and advanced to the 
frontiers of the muiTulman dominions, in 
' . J * hopes 
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Ma MM. lMpc» of ftfceceding in the de%n whicb 

He^frk 119. had failed hitn the preceding year. 

oi. m. « j3f. g^. f^jQjj gjj ^ Calif* receiwd hitei%ence 

T^GrtAs ^ that pincers march, he cau&d a body of 

niptxMr«»d troops to file off towarclls the frontier^ snuA 

xvebeatenandfliordy wciit ta take the command of his 

P"^*^ army. Thii campaign was ahb feted to the 

Grecians > the emperor Theopbilw was re^ 

palled) acid forced to return to his owa terri^ 

torics : Mamon wavmly porfued hmt, and 

txk feveral coofiderahle places front that 

etuperori carryin? away with him an; im^ 

m^boo^^dagre^ aumber of priftn 

jiers- 

After this expedition, he caiifed his troops 
to march kM qQarrers of refreshment mCiu« 
cia; and fo foon as they were well recovered 
from theft- fatigne, he lent them to ^ capi- 
ta) } hot the £tta} motnent was at hand whidi 
was to put an end to his lift} for that prince» 
iwho was ht from being advanced in years^ 
and who ieemed to enjoy perfe& heahh^ was 
ilruck almoft fixddenly by the hand of deatih, 
in the very place he chcdie to refr^ and di*^ 
vert himfelf after his fatigues. 
Mamon's HiftoTisms relate, that Mamon tv3&ag one 

day with Motafiem his bsother, and fome cf 
his favourites, in the pleafant fields of Cilih 
-cia, came to the banks o£ a river, whofe cool 
and limpid v^aters kivited him to wafii hss 
feet } he therefore alighted, virith his attend- 
dants, by the river^fidej and fitting on its 
bonks he put bis^ feet into the water ; having 

continued 



death* 
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continuod^dbere fbrne time^heiiadiniiiclujaf^ Mamk. 
taon to cdt> :and iccmed to be .paitiouWly dc-^ Heg^na siS; 
firous of getdng £btnc dates lof A2ad, it place ^^ "-^^i* 
reii»riuble for tkat kind of fruk. Hts offi* 
cers wepe at a great bfs to know iiow to gra<>* 
ttfy hig indinations, \dien, % aacidem, iw 
opportunity offered: one of the Caii|ifar^ 
train efpying at ^ :diftance a great nuitibor of 
camels, loaded with mercfaandiEe» went «qi 
to the .m^er of them, ^o limppeiied tp 
liave federal bafkets full of the iineft dates s 
-he .bought the whole quasrti^.and bnni^ 
•diem 'to die Caliph, ivho beflimred .a part rof 
4faem on dl liis attendants. 

As he was extremetyiQntl.t)f dates, he^emt 
«f thraa to etscefs ; and having .nothing 40 
idrink hut die water of 'dieiiixeron the h^ks 
iof > vdiich :he dien Aood, he :dmnk of it with 
idle greater plea&re as the water was Cdol, 
'and we weadier hot. 

But be cfoon paid very dearibr his gradfi** 
cation. The dates, ^vhich are natumlly «iesy 
4iaFd of digeAaoq, gave him a violent <pain 
jn'the iloniadi; :a fever enfiied, and^inereaftil 
^toiiadi a degree, that iiis life wa« ite^Mked 
4>f >As 'he was ithorou^bfyibnfible of^^ 
^danger, -he inmediately Jtock meafiiresip 
fecore die peace of his domimons by lap- 
Anting a fuccefibr, or rather b^ eoofirmiflg 
^die choice which Haroon-al^aihidthis:^&« 
'dier bad folemiily made. He tberefiorerjfeot 
circular letters to all the^ romces of the«m* 
ipu^^requiniigthcmafter his.deaditoadcnpitt« 
I ledge 
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Mamon. l^ge his brother MotaiTeni) as lawful fote# 
Hcgyni2i8. reign of the whole muffulman ibcte. The 
ai,«r.833. y^fpg^ }jg jjQ,.g ^Q ^j^g memory of his faibfiri 

induced him to make that nomination inftead 
t>f appointing his own fon Abbas, to whom 
many of his courtiers advifed him to leave 
the crown. 

It is impoflible to exprefs the grief the 
people fel^ on hearing thtait the.prince vifiMy 
declined, and was on the point oi giving up 
the ghoft. This piece of news: threw all the 
provinces whcrcm it was . ipread into the ut* 
moA conftemation ; but nothing ever equal- 
led the concern of fucb as were about his 
perfon : he gave them, even to hts laft mo- 
^ments, plain proofs of the &me goodnefs and 
afiedion, which he had fomanifeiily fhewii 
through the whole courfe of his life"; and 
after having ftruggled a long' time with his 
diftemper, he died uttering thcfe words : " O 
thou that doft not die, Supreme being) have 
mercy on a poor dying man." 
Hischaraaer. Such was thc end of a prince, who, from 
the concurrent teftimony of- hiftorians, wtfs 
the moil accomplifhed of all ibvereigns, and 
equally commendable for the fweetnefs. of 
his difpofition, and the prudende of his 
conduit. He fhone equally bright in the 
cabinet, and in thc field; but his glory 
was raifcd to the higheft. [pitch, by the 
ceafelefs regard he {hewe4 to letters and 
learned men, whom he ever honoured with 
-hisprotedion. Some ofhispredecefTorshad, 

indeed, 
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indeed, is we have already obferved, at-MAMow. 
tempted to introduce the fciences amongft HegyraiiS- 
the Arabians, and had in fome meafure fuc- ^'•^' ^^^* 
ceeded j but in the days of Mamon they ap- 
peared with full luftre, and took fuch deep 
root, as to remain with dignity during the 
reign of his fucceflbrs. 

The fuccefs of this important undertaking 
was owing to the example which Mamon 
himfelf fet to his fubjefts. When that prince 
had invited men of learning into his domi- 
nions, he not only exhorted his fubjefts to 
go and receive inftruftions from their lec- 
tures, but he was alfo one of the firft to 
frequent the fchools which he himfelf had 
founded 5 and he gave in the fcquei Tin- 
doubted proofs of the progrefs he had made 
in the moft abftrufe fHences, by drawing 
up with his own hand aftronomical tables, 
which are highly efteemed for the exadt- 
nefs of their calculations -f-. 

It is not faid why the body of that prince 
was not carried to Bagdat to be interred there. 
It is wonderful that the capital, which 
through the pains he had taken, was become 
the center of the fciences, politenefs, and 
true tafte, did not earneftly fue to have his 
remains depofited within its walls ; but it does 
not appear that the Icaft attempt bf that kind 
was made, and Mamon's corpfe was buried 
at Tarfus, one of the principal cities of Cili- 
cia, a province where that prince halted to 
refr^fh his troops. It 

* ' t Vide Choix des Etudes, par ? Abbe Flcttrh 
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UorA&$tu. It 2^mcm &ofXk £1 Mf^kin^ )th^ t^^^ 
HcgyraziS. rial of MgmoD ^ Tar£i;i$ .vv;a.^ looked f» % 
Ch.aar.s33. forn^.83ajijtarkpf reprfWpnt Thi^s ^ la^tla^ 
dtesjtp th^t j]iurpore^japaii^^pf a;^ ^ab^ 
poet) 9a]Ujchc;4 in thffe terms : ^'* fi|d[M44 ^^ 
i^s are iK^eary of Ma^ciii 9^ ,hi8 rcpro^iaj^ 
rdgn ; they have left his J;>Q4y ^t TfrAi^^ ^as 
|heyleftW$£athcr*satT]tiQ^^^^^ X^eycyfcs 
VKe];e probably > cxyppofe^ i>y ^)me ctf ^^1]^ 
very devotjit MuiTulmei;*^ ymPfy^e fiij^^ 
at V:ie tolieration ^e Qal^ph ^^ gr^tj^d to 
^e various fefts which ar^e 4a his ^91?^-* 
nions, or were di^afted at his ^^cf)^ Xq 
j^e doAcipe of th^ ^ptaz^ till tl^ time of 
|)js,d^th. 

'jThis pnnccy faj^ ^eiaajp j^l^^a^yt^i, w^a? 
x^ a, middle ftature, hisfe^ures J;^ndiK)^AC> 
and his complepuii^ v^y ]f^» jhjAt h^ fa^ 
wasaUttle^oy^erfdwith plf^ jAc}i}^ 
forty-^eigk w^u^^.of wh^ch ^ i^^igRed^tyrep;- 
ty . He lert a fon panp^ ,^W^^ 9^ JVbPiff; 
mention will ,bc;i9a4e ^ ^rfq^lpjWiH^gjT^ign* 

M O T AS ^ ,;e m. 

The TWENTy-SEVg^NTII QALJPH. 

•.me jy I is^ Sovereign .liy,tlip;gi»^ of 9Q4,.wi»8 
tihe Urn, of Haroun^JR.a^d^ ^^^nd »br(|tl)<;r 
of Aipip A04 Ma«K?n^ <|^e.t$(jo "^^iCsilipjfe. 

That 
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That prince was folemnly proclaimed atMoTAssEM. 
Tarfus in Cilicia, without the leaft oppofi-HcgyianS. 
tio», except from a few foldiers who tumul-^^' '^••^s- 
tuoufly demanded, that Abbas, the fon of 
, Mamon, might be Caliph ; but this noife 
was foon filenced by the acclamations of the 
^oops in general, who acknowledged Mo- 
tafTem to be their foverdgn. Abbas was 
not difpleafed to be propofed to fucceed his 
father ; but as he was of a mild and peace- 
able diipofition, and as he was apprehenfive 
they made ufe of his name, with no other 
view than to raife a fedition in the ftate, he 
took fuch meafures as he thought the moft 
efledhial to prevent any fuch accident. 

Shortly after the Caliph's proclamation, Abbas, the 
Abbas affefnbled his friends, and the chicf^^n! w^Xn 
of fuch as he knew were devoted to him : allegiance to 
he intreated them to accompany him to the^"*- 
palace, without informing them of his de- 
fign. The greateft part of them imagining 
that Abbas, urged on by. ambitious views, 
would endeavour to ftrike fome bold ftroke, 
in the performance whereof he might ftand 
in need of their countenance and aSiftance, 
came at the appointed time, being feverally 
well armed, and ready for allevcnts j but they 
were undeceived, when having followed Ab- 
bas to the palace, they faw him fall at theCa- 
liph his uncle's feet, and take the oath of alle- 
giance to him : the young prince then raifing 
jhimfelf from his humble pofture, turned tp 
liis attendants, and iaid to them with a loud 

Vol. III. M voice. 
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MoTAssEM. voice, " You fee that I haVc refigned up to 
Wegyra 2 1 8. Motaflem all my right and title to the throne j 
• «. 833. jf^iiQ^ jj^y example, and let it be our future 
duty to obey him." Abbas gained great 
honour by fo noble and difinterefted a ftep ; 
and it would have been well for him, if in 
the fequel he had afted with the fame mo- 
deration, 
f^^^ons whicli Motaflem having tarried as long a time at 
liph to qi^t *" Tarfus as was neceflary for his inauguration, 
Bagdat. tteparted at the head of his troops, and came 
to Bagdat, where he was likewife proclaim- 
ed Caliph : he made no long ftay in that 
city. From the moment his brother died, 
fome of the courtiers had endeavoured to 
prejudice him againft the inhabitants of Bag- 
dat, by reprefenting them as a fct of factious 
turbulent men, fond of novelty, and always 
ready to countenance plots and fedition : 
they mentioned the depofition of Amin, and 
the proclaiming of Ibrahim j probably their 
difputes on matters of religion were not for- 
got ; in ftiort, they fb often repeated and 
enforced the charaftcr they gave of the men 
of Bagdat, that Motaflem refolved to quit 
the city, and fix elfewherc the feat of his 
empire. 
Hegyra2i9. • Khondemir gives another reafon for the 
Ch.xr.834. .jjfljj^^ ^j^.^j^ ^^ ^^jjpj^ ^^^ ^^ BagdaL 

This author relates, that MotaflTem took a 
fancy to young Turkifh flaves, and bought 
a great number of them, of which he formed 
a fine body of troops, who, in a fliort time, 
^. -' ... filled 
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filled the whole capital. Thofe young fblr Motassbm. 
diers^ finding they were countenanced byHcgyraaip. 
the Caliph, became infolcnt, and commit- ^^' ®^' ^^^ 
ted great diforders in Bagdat. The inhabi- 
tants complained of their ill behaviour : fair 
promifes were made to them, but not the 
leaft ftep was taken to put a flop to the ar- 
rogance of the young Turks : at laft, after 
repeated and inefFeiSual complaints, the in- 
habitants threatened to right themfelves by 
force 5 and it actually appeared they were 
preparing to take up arms to punifli the in- 
iblent foldiery. 

The Caliph, who was very fond of his He builds Sa- 
new troops, refolved to fecure them from "^»^- 
the attempts of the inhabitants of Bagdat, 
by abandoning that city, and founding a 
new one, which he propofed to make the 
place of his ufual refidence. For this pur- 
pofe he chofe Cathoul, lying about ten or 
twelve leagues from Bagdat; there he laid 
the foundations of his new city, the plan of 
which he drew with his own hand, and or- 
dered it to be called Samarath. In the cen- 
ter of the ground defigned for that city, a 
very extenfive fpot of land was fet apart, 
whereon he propofed to ereft his palace; and 
as it was his defign that it fhould overlook 
the whole town, he contrived a very un- 
common method to raife the ground he pro- 
pofed to build on, to a due height. 

It was a cuftom amon^ft the Arabians to 

hang bags at the heads ot their horfes, and 

M 2 other 
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MoTAssEM. odicr beads of burthen, wherein they put a 

Hegyni2i9. duc provifion of oats, when they fet out on 

Ck. XT. 834. ^ jourjjey. The Caliph ordered them to fill 

the bags belonging to all his horfes with 

earth, and bring them to the middle of Sama* 

rath 5 this operation having been often per-» 

formed, a fqfiicient quantity of earth was 

foon procured to raife the ground to the pro- 

. pofed height ; for it muft be obferved, that 

MotaflTem, who was > a great admirer of 

horfes, had continually an infinite number of 

them : ibme hiftorians make them amount 

even to an hundred and thirty thoufand. 

However, when the ground was properly 
raifcd, he caufed a magnificent building to 
be erc(fled on the eminence, which had in 
' the lower floor a faloon open on all fides, 
fupported by marble columns of admirable 
workmanfliip : he alfo ordered fine and fpa- 
cious ftables to be ere<9:ed, which for beauty 
of architedure, foon made as fine an ap- 
pearance as the Caliph's palace. 
Hcgyra 220. Whilft Motaflem was employed in exe- 
Ch.a:r. 835. ^utj^g ^^^ p\^^ ^f j^g ncw city, he was in- 
RevoltinPer-foi-jn^^^l that a great tcvolt had happened in 
Babd^!*^ ^ Perfia, in which the cities of Ifpahan and 
Hamadan, the two principal places in thff 
province, were concerned. The ftorm be- 
gan to extend itfelf even into Perfian Irak, 
and the chief commander of the rebels was 
then quarterfed with his troops in Aderbijan, 
of which province he was a native. 

This 
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This rebel was called Babek^ and he af-MoxAssBM. 
fumed the firname of Horremi, or Hor-Hcgymiao. 
remdin, that is, according to d'Herbelot, ^^* ^^'^^^^ 
** The Author, or, the Profeflbr of a religion 
of joy and pleafure :" and indeed, he preach- 
ed up only fenfuality : in other refpefts, he 
did not follow any of the fedts that had al- 
ready appeared amongft the Muffulmen : he 
began to propagate his do^ine in the reign 
of the preceding Caliph* That prince even 
fent a body of troops againft him, to bring 
him under fubjeftion ; butBabek, who knew 
how to gain advantages, knew alfo how to 
maintain them; he defeated Mamon's troops, 
and flew the Caliph's general with his own 
hand. 

This viftory rendered him more enter- 
priiing : he extended his forces into the pro- 
vinces of Pcrfia, added great numbers to 
hia party, and at lail fixed his quarters in 
Aderbijan, where he had full time to fortify 
himfelf ; for Mamon having been obliged to 
march out againft the Greeks, and happen- 
ing to die foon after that expedition, they 
gave over the thoughts of putting in execu- 
tion the dcfign he bad formed of attacking 
that rebel on his return. 

Motaflem himfelf for a while concealed 
his refentment againft Babek ; but when he 
received advice, that the number of the re- 
bels was daily augmented, he thought it 
high time to make preparations to fubdue 
them i he therefore fet on foot a confider- 
M 3 able 
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MOTASSEM. 

Hegyra 220. 
Ch. aer. 835. 



Hegyra 221. 
Ch. aer. 836. 

Babelc is de- 
feated. 
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able army, of which he gafve the command 
to Haidar-ebn-Kaous, firnamcd AfFchin. 
This general was by birth a Turk ; he was 
brought in the condition of a Have to the 
Caliph's court ; and having diftinguifhed 
himfelf for his fuperior talents and merit, 
the prince readily appointed him general in 
chief on the expedition againft the rebels. 

The general began his march for Adcr- 
bijan, and entered the province without the 
leaft oppofition from Babek, who kept clofe 
within his fortifications. AfFchin therefore 
cafily took pofleffion of fome caftles, at 
which the enemy were not uneafy, becaufc 
they had taken the precaution entirely to 
difmantle them; but Motaflem's general 
forefeeing the great ufe he might make of 
thofe places, by putting them into a pofture 
of defence, immediately fet about repairing 
the fortifications : he was not hafty tx) attack 
Babek, concluding he fhould be able to fall 
on him with greater profpedtof fuccefs,when 
he fhould have in his rear fo matiyftrong 
places to cover his march back, or which 
might at leafl ferve him as a place of re- 
treat, in cafe the fortune of war fhould be 
adverfe to him 5 befides, in ptitting flrong 
garrifons into thofe fortrefTes, the enemy 
would be greatly flreightened and kept in 
awe. 

Babek, who trufled entirely to his forces, 
fufFered AfFchin to carry on the works with- 
out giving him the leafl interruption ; fo that 

a 
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a long time pafled before any enterprize was Motassem.^ 
undertaken on either fide ; but fo foon as Hegjrazzi, 
the fortifications were completed, Affchin ^^- ^'- ^3^' 
made preparations to march up to the ene- 
my : ne therefore quitted the hills, and en- 
camped in a fpacious plain near a town called 
Aihak; 

The rebels, w1k> were not in the leaft 
alarmed at this ftcp, ,alfo put themfelves in 
motion ; and Babek boldly advanced^ and 
even offered battle. Affchin, who was very 
defirous of coming to blows, accepted the 
challenge : the fignal was foon given on both 
fides, and a bloody adion enfued, which 
was maintained by both parties with un- 
common intrepidity. 

Babek, who had been fuccefsful in every 
encounter he engaged in from the beginning 
of his revolt, was furprifed to find with 
what great boldnefs Motaflem's troops re- 
pelled all his attacks ; but he was much more 
amazed, when the brave Affchin, animating 
his fbldiers both by his words and his exam^ 
ple^ marched up at the head of a body of 
choice troo|w, fell on him with great fury, 
and broke all that oppofed him. This vio- 
lent attack caufed the rebels to give ground ; 
Babek vainly endeavoured to fupport them, 
for they foon left their ranks and were totally 
routed : the chief finding all was loft, quit- 
ted the field of battle, and rode full fpeed 
to Mogan, where he halted to colled die 
broken remains of his army. 

' M 4 This 
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MoTAsstM. This blow did not totally difcourage himj 

Hcgyra 221. for having been joined by a great number of 

Ch.wr. 836. jiis troops, who, notwithftanding their de- 

AfFchin por. feat, fcemcd refolutcly bent to continue the 

fucs him. rebellion at all hazards, he retreated with 

them to the Gordian mountains, where he 

thought he ftiould be able to recover his lof- 

fes, and to remain with fecurity, by means 

of the forts he had created to guard thepaf- 

fes of thofe mountains : but the adive and 

vigilant Aflchin did not give him time ; he 

purfued him clofely, and fo harrafled him, 

that, fpight of all Babek's care, he had like 

to have fallen into his hands. 

This purfuit was attended with great difB- 
culties; efpecially whenAffchin came to the 
entrance of the Gordian mountains, all 
things confpired to ftop up the paflkgcs : the 
garrifons of the forts cut off his provifions 5 
they laid ambufcades,by means of which they 
killed a great number of men, and often 
beat up his quarters : however, that intre- 
pid general furmounted all tho^e difficulties, 
by his experience, his courage, and his pa- 
tience ; by degrees he made himlelf mafter 
of feveral of die forts, and fo ftrcightened 
Babek, that he forced him to quit the field. 
He befieges The rebel had now nothing left but to go 
WminCaba. and fhut himfelf up in the caftk of Caba- 
^' deg, which was very ftrong, and provided 

with all neceffaries to make a long defence. 
AfFchin was pleafed widi the news; he dien 
thought himfelf fure of his prey, end march- 

2 ing 
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ing forthwith to Gabadcg, he invcilcd the Motass^ic. 
fortrefs. He icon began his approaches^ and Hegyrassi* 
Babck madeufe of all poflible means to re- ^**'«^- *36* 
tard them : the fiege was carried on in form, 
and the caftle was bravely defended ; but 
Affchin daily gaining fome advantage, at 
laft made a general aJSkult, and carried the 
place. 

His chief objcd: v^as the taking of Babek ; 
all his views were turned towards that rebel. 
When he entered Cabadeg, he commanded 
that he fhould be fought after and brought 
before him -, but to his great difappointment 
he found, that he had made his eicape on 
the eve of the laft attack;i with one of his 
brodiers named Abdallah, and had left all 
at the mercy of the conqueror. 

The general was highly grieved atBabek's 
efcape* He ient out meifengers into all 
parts to enquire after him, and at laft, by 
dmt of enquiry, he found out where he was : 
that rebel had retired to the frontiers of Ar- 
menia ; he propofed to go farther to avoid a 
purfuit, but the governor of one of the fron- 
tier places, having offered him an afylum, 
Babek thought he might fafely accept it, as 
the place belonged to the Grecian emperor ; 
and he therefore had no room to fear that 
A£&:hin would attenipt to take him thence 
by fiM-ce : however, his retreat to that place 
proved hisdeftru<^ion; It is notfaid, whe- 
ther the governor invited him thidier with a 
view to betray him, or if he carried matters 

to 
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MoTAssEM. to fuch extremities, only on account ofBa- 
Ch^l^6 ^^^'^^^folent behaviour to him; buthow- 
^' ^ * ever it was, the following is an account of 
what pafled on that occafioh : 
Babckacxrcpts Sahal (for fo the govem(H- was called) 
^^s£P ^^ving been informed thatBabek had taken 
/helter in his neighbourhood, went to him 
and civilly offered him an afylum in the 
city under his comrtiand. The rebel having 
joyfully accepted the offer, Sahal lodged him 
in the befl apartment of the caftle, and paid 
him all the honours due to a fbvcreign ; Ba- 
bek received them as if he had been really 
a monarch ; and when word was brought 
that dinner was. on the table, he ihcw- 
ed great furprize to fee the governor fixdowi^ 
with him : " What t" faid he, with ^ a dif- 
dainful look, " dare you to place yonrfelf 
at my table without invitation ?" Though 
Sahal was piqued at this reproof, he con-*^ 
cealed his refentment ; and affuming a re- 
fpciftful air,, he arofe and faid toBabek, " In 
truth, O great king, I was to blame, for 
who am I, that I fhould be worthy to fit at 
table with your majefly ?" He then went 
from the table, and privately ordered one of 
his fervants to bring fetters forthvrith ; his 
commands having been Ipcedily obeyed, Sa- 
hal approached Babek, and, iii a jeering 
ikain, faid to hini, " Be pleafed, great king, 
to put out your legs a little, thdt my fcrvant 
may fix thefe fetters 0n them" Babek vainly 

attempted 
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atteiiipted to refift ; Sahal was obeyed, and Motassem. 
the rebel thrown into prifon. 

The governor forthwith fent an exprefs Hegyra 222. 
to AfFchin to inform him of the event ; he^^*^''- ^^7- 
alfb offered to give up Babek into his hands : He is deli- 
the general, highly pleafed with the news, ^^^ed^pto 
accepted the governor's offer, and without 
delay fent a detachment of four thoufand 
men under the command of a trufly officer, 
who received the prifoner from Sahal, and 
then conducted him to the Caliph. 

It was maitter of great fatisfadtion to that His pamih- 
prince, to fee in his power the man who had ^^^^ 
raifed fuch great combuflions in his domi* 
nions ; and he refolved to inflidt fo fevere a 
punifliment on the rebel, as fhould ferve 
for a warning to all fuch as fhould be there- 
after inclined to oppofe the legal authority. 
He was firfl expofedto the view of the peo- 
ple, being carried through feveral places 
mounted on an elephant, his legs and arms 
v/trc then cut off, and finally, he was hang- 
ed on a gibbet. His brother Abdallah hav- 
ing been foon apprehended, they treated 
him nearly in the fame manner, that they 
might have no more to fear from a family 
which had raifed fuch great diforders. 

Scarce was this rebellic«i crufhed, when Hegyra 223. 
the Caliph was forced to prepare another ^^- ^- ^38- 
army to face the Greeks, who again made inroad of the 
an inroad upon the mufTulman territories, ^g^^'^ff" 
The emperor Theophilus knowing that the teiritoriw. * 
Caliph was employed in fubduing Babek and 

his 
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his adherents, fci*ed that opportunity to 
commit ravages on the frontiers of Motaf- 
fern's dominions, and had put all to fire and 
fword in the places which he got into his 
pofleflion. 

Motaffem departed with all fpeed at the 
head of his arjny, and marched againft the 
Greeks, who retired on the news of his ap- 
proach, carrying with them an immenib 
booty which they had gained in the cities 
they plundered. The Caliph warmly pur- 
fued the Grecians, and came up with them 
near Mopfuefte in Cilicia, where a bloody 
a<ftion enfued, in which the Greeks loft near 
thirty thoufand men. This defeat put an end 
to the campaign s the rbuted troops of The- 
ophilus found means to fave themfelves, and 
Motaffem, contented with his victory, led 
back his army to the capital. 

That prince having gained fo fignal ai^ 
advantage over his enemy, was in hopes of 
tafting the fweets of repofe, or at leaft, that 
he fhould have no other work upon his 
hands than to complete his new city ; but 
he was fcarce returned to Samarath, when, 
to his great grief, he heard that a confpiracy 
was formed againft him, in which his moft 
intimate friends were engaged. He found 
that their defign was to take away his life» 
in order to place on the throne Abbas his 
nephew, the fame who had given fo re* 
markable a proof of fubmiflion to him at 
the time of hi$ acceilion to the Caliphate* 

HiAorians 
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Hiftorian^ do not fay that Abbas was con- Motassem. 
cemed in this plot; though it cannot, ^q^^I*^ 
think, be reafonably fuppofed that the authors ' ^* '** 
of it would have prefumcd to contrive this 
tragedy, without the ftrongcft alTuranccs of 
his adling a principal part in it. 

The Caliph would not firft believe what 
he was told of this confpiracy : he could not 
{nfpeS: the fidelity of Abbas, or the inte- 
grity of the brave AfFchin, to whom he had 
the higheft obligations j however, that ge- 
neral was the chief of the confpirators, and 
his colleague was another famous captain 
named Afbah, and they were both the Ca- 
lijJi's chief favourites* 

The Caliph behaved with all the pru- 
dence requifite in fo nice an affair. He was 
unwilling to ufe rigorous meafurcs with men 
of fo well eftablifhed a reputation, without 
due proof of their intended crime; he there- 
fore caufed all their adlions to be carefully 
enquired into, and fbon unravelled the whole 
intrigue. 

When he had no longer room to doubt of Thcconfpim- 
the defigned treachery of fuch as had been J^g^T ^^' 
accufcd of having a hand in this confpiracy^ 
he iffued orders, in confequence of which 
they were all apprehended at the fame time. 
They foon confeflcd the treafon, and punifti- 
ment fpeedily followed : Abbas was confined 
in a clofe prifon, where they gave him meat, 
but he was denied the leaft drop of drink ; 
the unhappy prince languiflied for a long 
time in that manner, and at laft funk under 

that 
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MoTAssBM. that new kind of puni(hment. As to AfF- 
Hcgyra 224. chin, and his fecond> they were put to death 
c . ar.839. j immediately after their convidion : the body 
of the former was hanged on the faaie gib- 
bet whereon the rebel Babek ftill remained. 
In a (hort time it was difcovered, that AiF- 
chin had never been a true Muflulman; and 
that, although he had openly profeffcd the 
Mahometan religion, he was, in reality, an 
Heathen. They found in his houfe feveral 
idok, and a number of. writings in fupport 
of their worfliip, and cenfuring the dodtrine 
of the prophet. The Caliph commanded 
the books and idols to be brought forth, and 
burned in the great fquare, together with 
the body of Affchin. 
Hcgyra225. This affair ended, another arofe which 
Ch. XT. 840. obliged the Caliph to affemble an army with 
The Greeks the utmoft fpced, to march once more againft 
^^!^ the Greeks- The emperor Theophilus, in 
hopes of wiping oflf the fliame of his laft 
defeat, appeared again in the muflulman ter-^ 
ritories at the head of a ftrong army, and 
committed greater devaflations than he had 
done in any former expedition. The Gre- 
cians treated the Muffulmcn with the utmoft 
cruelty : they took away their wives and 
children, cut off the nofes and ears of fuch 
as were' able to bear arms, and committed 
unheard of barbarities on the old and help- 
' lefs. 

Motaflem trembled at the account that 

was brought him of what palTcd on xhc fron- 

• .^ tiers; 
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tiers : however, he refblved to take fpeedy Motassbm. 
vengeance for fo inhuman a condudl j andHcgyraaa^. 
though he delayed his departure for a fliort ^ *'' ^^''• 
time, it was only that he might be better 
prepared to prevent the emperor from com- 
mitting any fuch infults for the fature. 

El Makin relates, that the firft knowledge 
the Caliph had of the irruption of the Greeks 
was from a dream. He thought he faw an 
Arabian woman of diftinftion feized by the 
•Grecians; that (he implored his affiftahce, 
and cried out with a loud voice, " Motaf- 
fem ! come quickly, and help me!*' Terri- 
fied at the dream, he told it in the morning 
to his courtiers ; and the fame day a courier 
arrived with advice of the inroad made by 
Theophilus on his frontiers. 

The Caliph fet out fo ibon as the troops The Caliph 
were ready : he advanced by long marches ^y^^^^^^ 
till he approached the provinces of the Gre- 
cian emperor ; and having given his army 
fome time ta recover their fatigue, he went 
at their head to lay fiege to Zabatra. The 
.ftrong conceit he entertained, that the wo- 
man he faw in his dream was a prifoner ia 
that city, induced him to undertake the fiege 
of this place preferably to any other. The 
courage of the troops correfponding \vith 
the ardour of the prince, the works were, 
carried on with amazing expedition ; in fliort, 
after feveral attacks, in which the Greeks 
defended thcmfelves with great bravery, the 
place was carried by ftorm. 

On 
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MoTAssEM. On this Occafion a plain proof was givea 
Hegyra 225. of the ftrift difciplinc which the Caliph had 
»• 840. jntroduccd amongfl his troops. Though Za- 
batra was taken by aiiault, the foldiers only 
took poflciSon of proper pofts to fecurc it, 
and did not commit the leafl diforder ; even 
though it was well known the Caliph de-* 
£gned to put all to fire and fword : but thtU: 
prince, whofe chief care was to iind out the 
muiTulman woman he had feen in his dream^ 
had iiTucd orders, that fo foon as the place 
was taken, they fhould remain under arms, 
without committing the leaf): violence againfl 
any of the inhabitants, until he had difco- 
vered what he fought for. 

The woman was found in pr^fon ; that is 

to fay, feveral mufTulmen women who were 

confined there having been brought before 

the Caliph, he pitched upon one of them 

whom be declared to be the perfon ^ and fhe 

acknowledged, that when fhe was feized by 

the enemy fhe had implored his afliflance 

with loud cries. The Caliph caufed her to be 

fent to a place of fafety, with her companions, 

and then left the place to the mercy of the 

foldiers. 

Hegyia 226. The city having been foon deftroyed, . the 

cii..^r.84i. Caliph marched to Amorium, aconfiderable 

^u°ed™ '^ ^^^" ^^ ^^^ Minor, where he received fc- 

aflies. veral large detachments, who were ordered 

to join him at that place. For many days it 

was battered with incredible fury -, the be* 

fieged made an obftinate reiiftance, but the 

town 
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town was taken by ftorm, atid all the inha- MdTAssHM. 
Ktants put to the fword. The Caliph caufed HcgyrzizS. 
the place to be fet on fire in fevcral parts ;^^**'"*^^*' 
and, though it was one of the faireft in the 
Eaft, it was foon reduced to a heap of aflies 
and ruins. 

Motaffem vented his fury chiefly on Amo- 
rium, becaufe it was the birth-place of the 
emperor Theophilus. It feems as if its de- 
ftruftion had been the Caliph's chief aim in 
that campaign, for there all his forces joined ; 
befides, he had caufed the word Amorium to 
be engraved on the bucklers of all his foldiers, 
to manifeft the refolution he had taken of fa- 
crificing that place to his refentment againft 
Theophilus. 

That prince was fo afFedled with grief at 
the lofs, that he died in a fhort time, and 
left the empire to his fon Michael, a young 
prince of fmall hopes, and who was after- 
wards known only by the fhamcful name 
which he deferved on account of his excef- 
fes : they called him Michael the Drunkard. 

After the facking of Amorium, Motaffem 
continued to beftow the fame treatment on 
the Greeks as they had given to the Sara- 
cens ', he laid wafte Phrygia, and retook all 
the places on his frontier which the Chrif- 
tians had deprived him of 5 he then marched 
into Armenia, where he beat the Greeks in 
feveral encounters, and killed them more 
than thirty thoufand men. 

Vol. III. N After 
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MoTAssBM. After this expedition^ MotafTem returned 
Hegyra 326. to Samarath, there to enjoy the fruits of bis 
Ch. «r. 841. vi(5tories; but his tranquillity was of very 
MotaiTem is ihort duration, on account of the grief he 

wfS'^on" ^^^^ ^^^ *^^ ^^^ ^^ Saloianaraih his phyfician^ 
the death of That pflncc, who was a valetudinarian, and 
Sabnanaraih. probably much fubjed to the vapours, de- 
pended greatly on Salmanaraih, who had 
made himfelf fo well acquainted with the 
Caliph's conftitution, that by the helpof fuch 
a prudent regimen, as his art and experience 
fuggefled to himy he had found means con-* 
flantly to keep the Caliph in tolerable good 
heahh. 

This phyfician being feized with a diftem- 
per at the Caliph's return, the apprehcnfionS' 
ef lofing a man he fo highiy valued, made 
that prince fall fick alfo > and his malady 
being increafed by his vapours, it was con-r 
Jedured that if Salmanaraih (hould happen 
to die, Motaffem would not long furvive 
him : the phyfician adually died, and the 
afflidion the Caliph felt at his lofs, was fo 
great as to diforder his fenfes. The obftina- 
cy with which he refufed to take any nou-r 
riQiment during fome days, augmented his 
indifpofition ; and they gave him over when 
they faw a coffin brought into his apartment, 
round which he ordered a number of lighted 
tapers to be placed, and prayers to be read 
according to the ufage among the Chriftians* 
Hegyra 227. Honain, an Arabian author, who declares . 
Ch.ar.842. he was a witnefs to the fadt, fays however, 

that 
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tliif the prince, in fome meafure, recovered Motassem. 
Ibis fenfes. They even entertained hopes Hegyra 227. 
that in tinie hi8 health might be perfeftly re- ^^- «^- 842- 
ftored: but the phyfician that Succeeded Sal- j^^^^^,^ 
manaraih^diidainiiig to follow the method of deaths 
his predcceffor, fell on a very different prac- 
tice 5 and the Caliph, with whom his medi- , 
cines at firft agreed pretty well, on a fudden . 
became dangeroufly ill, and, fpight of all af- 
fiftance, died at Samarath^ in the 227th year 
of the Hegynlj and about the 842d year of 
the Christian ^ra* 

Though this prince is defcribed to he of fo His ama2ing 
tender a conftitution, 3ret he was prodigioufly ^^^K^ 
ftrong. El Makin fays, he could fift from 
the ground fifteen or fixteen hundred weightj 
and carry it feveral paces : his valour equalled 
hi^ftrength] of which he gave manifeft proofs 
in the wslr he carried on againft the Greeks* 

He was, like his predeccflbr, a ftrift fol- His pi-cjudkc 
lower of the doftrine of the Motazeli, with Jj/^jJ^]^ 
this difference however, that Mamon tole- 
rated all other {e&s 3 but Motaffem was fo 
flrongly prejudiced in favour of their tenets, 
that he periecuted feveral men of note for 
differing with him in opinion : amongft the 
reft it is related, that a Muffulman, highly 
efteenied for his merit alid learning, having 
taken the liberty to affert, in Motaffem's pre- 
fence, that the Koran was uncreated, the 
Caliph, wba was of a contrary opinion, 
taufed the doiftor to be fo cruelly whipped 
iliat he fainted away. 

N 2 Tho 
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MoTAssEM. The prejudice this prinqe had entertainqi 
Hegyra 227. in favour of the party he fo ftrongly efpoufed, 
Ch. aer. 842. ^^ £^ f^^^ being the efFe<a of mature de- 
liberation upon fuch fort of matters, Hifto- 
rians agree he was very ignorant. El Makin 
fays exprefsly, that he could fcarce write 
bis name : whereas Mamon, who was very 
learned, behaved with the utmoft mildnefs 
and moderation to fuch as differed with him 
on difputable points s for he was wife enough 
to difcover, that for the moft part it was not 
worth while, for fuch fort of matters to trou- 
ble men, who by their great merit and abi- 
lities, were able to do him fignal fervices in 
affairs of ftate. 
Aa of huma- But in other affairs, where religion was not 
^^^^ ^y in quefHon, MotafTem always gave proofs 
of the fame humanity and beneficence for 
which the Abajflian princes have for the mofl 
part been fo highly commended : as an exr 
ample whereof, I ihall cite a pafTage pre- 
ferved by Abu'l Pharagius : MotafJem hunt- 
ing one day lofl his company ; he perceived 
an old pcafant, whofe afs, very heavily iaden^ 
had fallen into a flough, and the old man 
was at a great lofs how to get the beafl out 
again. The Caliph, moved' to compailion, 
alighted from his horfe, and was about, to 
afliil the peafant : though the countrymaa 
did not know Motaflepi, yet he judged from 
the richnefs of his drefs, that he muft be a 
perfon of high diflin<aion j he therefore de- 
fircd the Caliph not to attcnapt. to. do him. a 
. ' ^ piece 
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piece of fervice, in the performance of which Motassem.' 
he would inevitably fpoil hiscloaths: but Hegyra 227- 
Motaffem, highly pleafed with an opportu-^ * *^-*4»- 
nity of aflifting the diftreffed, bid him not 
mind his drefs ; and as he was very ftrong, 
he, in a trice took off the load which kept 
down the poor afs in the mire : he alfo drew 
the animal out, helped the owner to reload 
it, and then mounted on horfeback. 

The peafant, who was greatly affefted at 
the prince's goodncfs, cried out with tears in 
his eyes, " Young man, I heartily pray that 
God may profper all your undertakings." 
He was much more amazed, when, on the 
arrival of Motaflem's train, he found it was 
to the Caliph himfelf he was indebted for 
fo kind and feafonable a piece of fervice : he 
therefore fell at the Caliph's feet, to pay his 
obeifance to him i and the prince added to 
the favour he had already beftowed on htm 
a prefent of a confiderable fum of money. 
So admirable an inftance of hunianity* and 
generofity nxore loudly and eflfcflually pro- 
claims Motaflem's praife, than all that can 
be ffci4 by writers in his conmiendation. 

El Makin, who always defcribes the per- 
fon.of the prince whofe life he writes, fays,* 
That the Caliph was of a very fair com- 
plexion, that his features were handfome, 
his hair light-coloured, his beard long, and 
that he ^yas of a middling ftature. 

They gave him the firname of Mottha-- 

men, becaufe the number eight was to be 

N 3 found 
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Wathik. found in alnioft every circumftance of hiil 

Hegyratzy. life. . He was bom in the eighth month of 

Ch.a5r.842. the year, and was the eighth prince of his 

^ race, and the eighth Abailian Caliph : he 

^fcendedthe throne in the eight hundred and 

eighteenth year of the Hegyra ; eight times 

he conunanded his troops in perfon ; hQ 

reignied eight years eight months and eight 

days i he died in the forty-^eighth year of his 

|ige; he had eight fons and eight daughters ; 

and he left in the treafury eight millions of 

gold, and eighty millions of filvert 

Of all the CaUph's eight fons only tWQ 
fucceeded him in the throne ; to wit^ Wa-r 
theJk-Pillah, and Motawa|;el. 



W A T H E K^B I L L A H, 

, The TWENTY-.EIGHTH CAJ.IPH, 

THIS prince was called Haroun, after 
the name of his grandfather 3 hut in^ 
the ibquel they gave hini the name of Wa- 
^hek, and to t&s he added Billah, which 
figniiics (as we have already faid) Sovereign 
or Prince by tlje grace of God, or, He who 
16 prefcrved by die grace of God. It will 
appear that a long ferios of Caliphs afTum^d 
that fjrname. 

Wathek^Billah was ji^oclaimed Caliph at 
Samarath the very day his fadier Motaden^ 
died. The order for his poclamation was 

fcnt 
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ftnt to Bagdat, where the Caliphate was Wathek. 
imanimoufly confirmed to him. This prince Hegyra 227. 
imitated the example of Mamon his uncle, ^^' *^* ^+*" 
in the proteftion he granted to learned men, 
arid the favours he beftowed on fuch of them 
us difldnguifhed themfelves in his domi- 
nions. 

He alfo adhered to the fedl of the Mota- Wathck dc- 
2:eli : but, inftead of following the mild and ^^^^ ^f ^- 
prudent condu6t of Mamon, he cruelly per- ^^ *' 
fccuted all fuch as refufed to fubfcribe to 
die opinions he had embraced. 

It has already appeared, that the main 
<5[ueftion then in debate was. Whether the 
Koran was created or uncreated ; and indeed 
it was the modifti difpute. As a good Mufful- 
man a man muft have believed, or at leaft de- 
clared, that the Koran was uncreated 5 this 
was the opinion of the moft devout Mufful* 
men : but the Motazeli maintained the con- 
trary 5 and the Caliph warmly efpoufing their 
fide of the quefldon, the courtiers, for the 
snoft part, and fuch as had expedations of 
icourt-favours, became Motazeli : this was 
an eafy diange, as their maxim was to 
x:hime in with the opiriion of the fovereign. 

The contrary party was, however, thp 
ilflLoft numerous, and they all joined in their 
•Common fupport : encouraged by the indul- 
gence which Mamon had ihewn to them, 
they openly inveighed againft the Motazeli« 
Motaflem's firmnefs had a little difordercd 
them 5 however, they were not quite di£- 
concerted, as they depended upon regain- 
N 4 ing 
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Wathek. ing credit under a new government. But 

Hcgyra227. Wathek froHX the very beginning of his reign 

CB. sr. 842. convinced them that no dodrine contrary 

to that he followed, could be embraced 

wil;h fafety. 

There were however fome amongft thofe 
bold men, who being, either thoroughly per- 
fuaded of the truth of the dodtrine they pro- 
fefled, or perhaps, having no other means 
to raife their characters but by oppoiing the 
court, took a pride in fpeaking freely, and 
fpreading maxims conformable to their man- 
ner of thinking. 

Though Wathek was no ftranger to thefe 
tranfadlions, yet he was unwilling to treat 
the cabal with rigour. His forbearance 
gave new courage to the refractory ; a regu- 
lar party was formed, and they appointed 
chiefs, whom they honoured with the title of 
Hafed; that is to fay, Confervators of the 
traditions of the prophet, and confequently 
profefled enemies to the ]VIotazeli. 
Hegyra 228. Several of thofe chiefs, who bad connec- 
c . ar. 843. ^^^g ^^ court, brought over to their party 
They form a fome of the principal courtiers ; and at laft 
^^Fhi ^° ^' ^' league was formed, the chief obje<a of 
which was of no lefs confequence than to 
dethrone Wathek, and to raife in his ftead 
a celebrated cjodtor of their party, called 
Ahmed al Korai*. 

Luckily for the Caliph the confpirators had 

permitted fome young men to engage in the 

defign, who, through vanity, to let the world 

know they were truftcd in affairs of fuch 

? great 
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great importance, indifcreetly difcovered Wataek. 

Eart of the fecret. The governor of Bagdat Hegyra 228. 
aving been immediately informed of it,^"-*^- 43- 
diipatched an exprefs without delay to Sama- 
rath, and advifed the Caliph to be on his 
guard; and in the interim he took proper 
meafures to fecure the chief of the conspi- 
rators, and particularly Ahmed, whom he 
caufed to be apprehended, and fent to Wathek, 
loaded with chains. 

When Ahmed was brought before Wa- The ring, 
thek, the Caliph did not mention a word *^?^^ 
of the confpiracy ; he only examined him 
touching the point of dodrine, which was the 
chief cauie of the conteft. Ahmed fet out 
with a prolix introduftory preface, before 
he declared his opinion, as to the matter in 
queftion ; but the Caliph, who did not ad- 
mire long fpeeches, flopped him in the, be- 
ginning of his career, with this queftion, 
" What he thought of the Koran?" that is 
to fay, whether the book was created or 
uncreated. Ahmed being then driven to a 
neceflity of fpeaking plainly, he declared he 
could not believe that the Koran was 
created. The Caliph hearing this anfwer, 
made no reply, but drew forth his cymetar, 
and cut off the doctor's head. Thus ended 
the conference, and the confpiracy was 
inftantly diflipated. 

So peremptory a condu6t ftartled all fuch 
as differed in opinion with the Caliph ; and 
no perfon being willing to fhare the fame 

fate 
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Wathek. fate with Ahmed, all diiputes on points of 

Hcgyra 229. doftrine were for a while fufpended. 

Ch, XT. 844. Arabian authors do not fay that Wathek 

Irruption of was perfonally prefent at any military ex- 

the Saracens pedition; however, in his reien the Mufful- 

men made an irruption into oialy, feized 

the city of Meffina, which they plundered, 

and carried off an infinite number of the 

inhabitants into flavery. But thefe hoftilities 

were committed by the Saracens of Africa, 

who were under a fovereign, independent 

of the Caliph of Bagdat or Samarath. 

Hcgyra ^30- As to Wathek, he did not make war on 

• «'• 845- ti^e Grecian emperor ; on the contrary, they 

Exchange of entered into an accommodation, "by which 

t^ZZ^ itwasftipulated, that an exchange (hould be 

pjifoncrs. made of the prifoners on both fides taken in 

the laft war. 

This exchange was made near the river 
Lamcfus, a league from the high road to 
the city of Tarfus in Ciiicia: the emperor 
and the Caliph fent each their prifoners, 
under the care of a general ofiicer. So foon 
astheCaliph'scommiffaryfent out achriftian 
flave, the emperor's officer returned a maho- 
metan prifoner; and as they at the iame 
time paffed the bridge, which was over the 
above-na;ned river, each of them repeated 
a word, to (hew the religion he was of* 
The chriftian parole was Kyric Eleifon j 
the mahometan word Allah : but that alone 
was not fufficient for the Mahometan to be 
received with the reft of his countrymen. 

The 
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The Caliph who was ftill wedded to the Wathee. 
opinioos of the Motazeli, had given orders Hegym 230. 
that each Mahometan fhould be required to '*'' '**' 
give a particular account of his faith, before 
he was exchanged : thus, befides faying the 
word Allah, the comnvffary obliged them 
to declare their belief, whether the Koran 
was create or not ? His orders were to 
rejed all fuch as fliould fay the book was 
uncreated, and to admit only thofe who, like 
the Caliph and the other Motazeli, (hould 
fay it was created. The number of flaves 
jreleafed on this occafion amounted to about 
four thoufand men, and about fix hundred 
women and children. 

From this exchange till the time of theHcgyra^ji. 
Caliph's death, which happened two years ^^' ^'^ ^^5» 
lafterwards, nothing memorable occurred in 
the muflulman empire. Wathek was feized 
with a, dropfy, of which he languiihed a 
long time, and finally died. 

It is aflerted, that the diftemper arofe from 
the exceffes which the Caliph had been guilty 
of from his youth. Addidted to women, 
wine, and good chear, he always gave way 
to his irregular defires ; and when his appetite 
was blunted by a too frequent enjoyment, he 
ufed provocatives to fharpen it. 

This bad cuftom, which could not avoid '"^^^^f^^r 
being attended with fatal confequences, ef-JJ,^^ aired of 
fc£tually ruined the princess conftitution, and a diopfy. 
^t laft he became dropfical ; he was then 
obliged toijave recourfe to phyfick, and made 

enquiries 
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Wathek. enquiries in all parts for a perfon capable of 
Hegyra 231. undertaking his cure. A famous phyfician 
Ck. XT. 845. q£ Nifabour undertook to reftpre him to his 
health ; though by a very uncommon method. 
Having ineffedtually employed all the fecrets 
of his art, he attempted to cure him by pcr- 
fpiration -, and as it was neceflary it fliould 
be very copious to remove fo great a diforder, 
he ordered the prince to be put into a lime- 
kiln : without doubt he previoufly calculated 
the exad degree of heat neceflary for his 
defign. The Caliph finding himfelf eafed, 
f he remedy was daily repeated for fome time; 
. and at laft the dropfy difappeared. 

The phyfician, highly pleafed at the cure,- 
took the liberty of informing Wathek, that 
though he was now recovered from his dif- 
order, yet he muft obferve a {kriSt regimen, 
or he would infallibly foon relapfe. The 
Caliph appeared very conformable, and for 
a while punftually complied with the pre- 
fcription. 

But the renewal of his health having alfo 
given a new life to his former pafllons, he 
forgot the prefcribed regimen, and fell into 
the fame excefles as had already brought him 
fo near his end. And he was the more en- 
couraged to gratify his darling appetites, as 
he relied on the predidions of an aftrologer, 
who having calculated his nativity, accord- 
to art, aflured him he had fifty years more 
to live. 

A. 
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' A promife fo pleafing to a fenfual man, Wathek. 
foon obliterated all thoughts of a regimen; Hegyra 232. 
and the Caliph took the fame liberties as he ^^' ^^* 
had before done : but he foon felt the ill ef- ^^''^'^^' 
fcAs of his excefles, and was obliged to apply 
again to the fame remedy which had already 
cured him. He was at firft much eafed by 
the operation; but one day, after having been 
in a profufe fweat, he was feized with a 
fever, the very inftant he was put into his 
litter, in order to be brought back to the 
palace. They haftened their pace, that they 
might the fboner carry him to his chamber; 
but before they could reach it he was taken 
Ipcechlefs and fenfelefs ; and died, after 
having reigned about five years. 

El Makin differs a little in the account 
he gives of this prince's end. Wathek, fays 
he, finding death was approaching, repeated 
this verfe of an arabian poet : " Death is 
common to all men : no man is exempt from 
it, neither the king, nor the loweft of his 
fubjcd:s." He then was, by his own order, 
taken out of bed, and laid on the bare floor, 
without fo much as a mattrefs under him, 
and there lifting up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, hecryedout: "Great God! whofe 
reign will endure for ever, thou who haft 
fol^efted kings and peafants to the ftroke 
of death, have mercy on a poor pf ince, whofe 
days are come to an end.*' 

According to the fame author, Wathek 
£oon expired ; and the courtiers inftantly 

Went 
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Wathek. Went to pay their homage to the prince wtto 

Hegyra 232. was likely to fucceed him. During this ftir^ 

Ch. »'. 846. \y^athek's body having been left without z 

pcrfon to watch it, a pole-cat, others fay a 

lizard, got under the fheet that covered iti 

and either fcratched out, or gnawed out the 

eyes. This prince had a fair and lively com-* 

plexion, his beard waS thicks his phyfiog^* 

nomy handfome, and his look pleafing. He 

. had a white fpot in his right «ye, of a fquaris 

form, which feemed to i|)arkle with fire 

when he was in wrath : it is iaid5 that they 

could not then bear to look on him. 

If Wathek had not imj^udently giveri 
into the exceOfes which Hiortencd his days, 
he might have acquired as much glory as the 
moft illuftrious of his predeceflbrs; for hif- 
torians unanimoufly agree, that he was a 
per fed m after of the art of reigning. Ho 
had eftabliflied fuch good and wholefomo 
laws in his dominions, that not a beggaf 
was to be fetn there : he founded holpitald 
for the old and infirm; and as to fuch poor a^ 
enjoyed their health arid limb$, be obUged 
them to work and earn their living. 

He was, likeManion, a protestor of die zxts 
andfciences, and gave many evidejat proofs©^ 
the progrefs he had made therein. He had 
the reputation of being an excellent poet s 
he was equally fkilled in mufick, and com^ 
pofedmany airs, which were highly efteemed 
by the moft cttMnent mafters, 

This prince left a fon called Mothiidr, 
-wbp afterwards attained the Caliphate. 

MOTA- 
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M O T A W A K E L-B I L L A H. Motawawv 

Hegyra 232. 

The TWENTY-NINTH CALIPH, ^^•^^•«^- 



ALthough the chief men of the ftate 
had, for the moft part, waited on 
Motawakel, in order to proclaim him Ca- 
liph immediately after the death of Wa- 
thek his brother, yet many obftaclcs were 
to be removed before any thing could be 
concluded on. ^ 

A party arofe in behalf of Mothadi the A party i^ 
fonof Wathek; and they alledged, that as^°™^*iV°.^*- 
the young pnnce was heir to his father s thadi. 
iubftance, he ought alfo to be heir to the 
Caliphate. The oppofition made by this 
party, fufpended the proclamation for a 
time 5 and it was to be feared they would 
have come to blows, if the Turkifh militia 
had not put an end to the difficulty, by 
openly declaring for Motawakel. 

This militia, which had been for ^on^^JJjk'^f' 
years introduced amongft the Saracens, were Motawakd 10 
become fo powerful, that they made the b««cogni3B^ 
fcale preponderate on the fide of the perfon, 
whofe intereft they thought fit to efpoufe : 
however, tfiey did not come to extremities 
on this occafion, the whole being managed 
by way of treaty. 

Waflif, for {o the leader of thofe troops 
was called^ caufed an aflembly of the chief 

officer^ 
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MoTAWAKEL officcFS of tHc ftate, and nobility to be held j 
Hcgyra232. and after having reprefented to them the 
Ch. «r. 2^6. j-eafons why they ought to declare ift favottf 
of Motawakel, he obferved, in refpe<3: to 
Mothadi, that it had always been looked 
upon as difhonourable amongft them to place 
a prince on the throne, who, on account of 
his youth, was incapable of performing the 
duty of a fovereign. He particularly urged, 
how unfeemly it would be for a child to 
read the publick prayers, and perform the 
other fundtions of Imam, or chief pontiff 
of the Muflulmen. • . 

Thefe arguments, urged in a forcible but 
difpaffionate manner, had a great efFedt on 
the minds of the eleftors ; and at laft they 
all concurred to give their votes in favour of 
M(^awakel, who was appointed to be Ca- 
liph at Samarath, and was afterwards pro- 
claimed at Bagdat, and the other chief ci- 
ties of the mujSulman ftate. 

The new Caliph was a man of parts, and 
was even endowed with fome virtues 5 but 
his good qualities were fullied by many 
jQiameful vices : he was envious, avaricious, 
and even cruel to fuch a degree, as to de?- 
light in the invention of punifliments to tor- 
ment the wretched, 
charaaerof He was encouraged in this cruel difpofi- 
thcvizk^^^ tion by the pernicious maxims of his vizir, 
who held as a rule, that clemency was no 
more, than meannefs, liberality but fpj^ly> 
and pity a ridiculous weaknefs. 

This 



' the ARABIA N S. 195 

^ .This vizir was called Abu Giaflfer Mo- MdtAWAicKL 
hammed : he was, fays El Makin, a v^ Hcgyra 23*. 
learned man, and well verfed in grammar ^'^^' ^^^' 
and poetry ; he both fpoke and Wrote with 
great elegande, but at the fame time he was, 
continues that authw, unpolite, proud, felf-t 
fufEcient, cruel, difhonourable, greedy of 
riches and ^our, and incapable of doing a 
good office to JUiy pcrfon. 

Such was the man with whom the Caliph q^^ l^^' 
had contrafted a moft intimate friendfhijp in ' * * 47- 
the life^time of his predecefTor. When Mo- 
tawakel afcended the throne, he continued 
him in the office of vizir, which he had 
executed under Wathekv The Caliph had, 
however, reafon to be difpkafed with him, 
for having caufed a quarrel between him 
and his brother } but as he ferved him to 
his wiih in his horrid adtbns and contri- 
vances, he thought fit to continue that offi-- 
ccr in his pofl. 

As the Caliph was one day talking with He invents z 
that monfter, touching new kinds of punifli- ^f^-^^l^^^ 

1 1 •/• t 1 rL« • r punilhment, 

ment, he advifed the erectmg an iron fur-whichisinflia- 
nace, to be ftuck full of very iharp nails, ^ ^ lumfeif. 
and to.inclofe therein the wretch he intend- 
ed to deftroy 5 and a fire was to be lighted 
under it, ftronger or weaker in proportion 
to the craelty he would inflia on die vidlims 
to his fury. 

Unfortunately for the. vizir he gave the Hegyra234. 
Caliph frefli caufc of complaint, and fell into ^^' *^- ^^^* 
the utmoft di%race. Motawakel caufed him. 

Vox. III. O to 
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MPTA«^AKft to be apprehended^ aod reiblved to defltro]^ 
^y» a34» lumi but before be put him to death, be was 
»'• M- detarmined to wijoy the pleafuSre of torment^ 
ing him by flow degrees. 

He forthwith caufed him to be thrower 
into prifoQ} and in the room, next the priib-' 
ner's chaiBber, a certain number of men^ 
were placed, who were ordered to make a 
noife day and night, to prcrent hmi from 
taking any reft : in this fituation he paifed 
icverd days^ during which, the perfom ap^ 
pointed to torment him were r^uiarly vt^ 

. The cruel Caliph then oidered thenstlo 
<;eafe their noiie, and the wretched vim^ 
made himfelf amends for his watching fay^ 
a fleep of &>ur-*and-twenty hoars duration v 
after which Motawakd taking him out of 
prifbn, caufed him to be put into the dreads 
ful furnace he had himfdf contrived. 

But what added to the dii|>leafure of all^ 
men, the Caliph carried his barbari^ fo far 
as to be a ipedator of the torments inflidsd; 
en his vizir. He even infulted die poor 
wretch dt a time when» unable to bear the 
excruciating pains, he b^;ed the Caliph ta 
hav^ pity on him : ^^ Pity i$ onty a ridiculous? 
weaknefs," faid that prince, alluding to the 
bafe maxims the unhappy msnifler had uft- 
tered in the days of favour. 
Hegyra255. So unmerciM a condud: gave a general 
Ch.«r. 849^ difeuft, ind might perhaps have caufed a» 
infurredioQ againf); the Caliph; but fortu^ 
.v.. . natcly 
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hately for him the vixif was unwferfally dc- Motawjucei, 
tefled» ihibmudi, that though they abhor* He^a 23$. : 
red the cruelties infli<acd on him, dicy could ^^ ^s*-^- 
not help agreeing, that he well dcfcrvcd tbcf 
puAifltment he had fuifered 1 and by de«. 
grerathe ivhole affair was buried in oblivion; 

TheCaliphtook advantage ofthat juntfhircn The Caliph 
to fecurc die crown to three of his children, ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
of whom the firft was called Montafler, the be acknow- 
fccond Motaa, and the third Mov^raYad. He J5<ig«i ^ ^ 
had alfo two other fons, to wit, Motamedi ^**^^^^®"' 
and Muaffed, whom he absolutely excluded 
the throne: however, it will appear that 
things fell out in this reiped: very contrary to 
his intentions. So foon as he had made thid 
di4>ofition of his dominions, he commanded 
his fubjedts to take the oath of dlegiance to 
his children, to whom he gave the invefti-* 
tifre of the- lands he fevetally affigned th^rm, 
by delivery of a ftandard. IVfontafler had 
the provinces of Irak, Heja^c, ami Yeman. 
Motar had Chomfam^ arid the country of 
Saia, and MoWai'ad Syria 'Dama&ena* 

The clofe of that yter^ and the beginning Hegyra 236. 
of the next, wart eoipioyed by the Caliph in ^^ «>•• ^5^- 
gtting proofs of the hatred he bore to the 
Allans and thd^ friends r he ciufed an edi£i: 
to be publiflied, by which the pilgrimage to Hc^P^^Wts 
the tomb of Ali, the p^'cphet's foft-in-lavr,was p^^>f^S^ 
prohibited on fev^re penalties ; and carrying 
his rcientment Aill further, he fent orders to He caofes the 
the plain of Kerbela, that they Ihould de.gnj!>.<>^ 
molUh the toab of.Hofein, AliVfon, who^Ki. 
O 2 was 
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MoTAWA-Kii was buried on that plain, after he was killed 

Hegynt$6. in the batdc he fought there. THe tomb 

Ck. a:r.«5o; \^^ therefore totally rafed 5 and'that not ihc 

fcaft veftige of it might remain, they caufed 

a current of water to flow over theveiy'fyot 

on which they had erected a mohunient : in; 

• : memory of Hofeijw ' • :'■ '^ 

All's party, after die ufual manner, relate 

a number of miracles, vdiic^ diey aflcrt were 

then performed to fhame the CaJiph for his^ 

profaneneis. Some fay, diatwhen^thechan^ 

nel was finifhed, it would never fervethc 

purpofc for which the Caliph defigned Jt'^ 

that the waters entered it indeed^ and flowdd 

to a certain diftance ; rbut when they came i6 

the place where Hbfein's tomb was crta<ed> 

they flopped out of refpedk," and could not 

pbflibly be made to run any furdien 

Others fay, that at the ^fiinae time 'AH 

appeared in a[ dream to the GaHph^ arid Safter 

having tartly reproved hiih far the outrages 

"he committed on his family, gave him ieveh 

blows with a whip which he.held in Im hah<£: 

t: the Galiph .terrified :iwt the vifioB, rektidd it 

in the iAocning;, in order that fonaerper((4n 

might give' him an e:q)l{caition of it 5 but his 

attendants all kept a profound filence^ Hdw- 

'V' ; ever, he found, that a, man belonging: ta^jthe 

:^ c; couft had told one of hii* friends, that thfe 

whip with which All fmote-.the Caliphiiiwas 

: the fword which Mahomet* !^ve him tapebt 

form his grand exploits, ahdthi* fomfonaas-^ 

fortune wottldiprobably hapften to the GtKphi 

:: '.. as 
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^ apunifliment for the infult he had' cpm^MotAWAKEL 
initted. on .the snemory &£ that 9i«ftriousHegyra256. 
Muilulman; and, this kind of \prcdiaioa ^^ ^- *5o^ 
feemed in SoDaQ dbn to be verified iby v^hat 
happened in the fequeL 

. WhM that prince was thus cmpbyed ing^S)^ |37- 
maltreating thei'afhes,irf AU. and Hofein, «^ '^^\ ^^* 
feditoon arpfe in AhneQia, occafidned by the^^ ^^ 
iafiroSJbns he g«yre tol }of€ph:.ebn :Moh2m^t 
med> when he. appointed himiigovernor oFr 
that province, and ofAderbijap* . Heordtted • 

him qn his arrival toJlbtze an oi^er pf di£-; *^^ " ^ ' 
tin&ioh^ iiamed Bdkrat, who was patrician or; 
diief lord x)f. the. proykice. The other pa-t 
triciaos, eotiaged at the treatment heflowed 00: 
one of the principal members pftbcif body^' 
combined with Bokcat's family* and formed: 
,fL league againft,.the new. governor. At a' 
fixed day they rofe up in arms, and affembling 
themielves near a cwle called Mu(hi, which i 
they had appointed for their rendezvous ;i 
diey reviewed their forces^ and marihed up in 
battle-^annay- to mecit the .governor. . Joftpht 
htving received timely notice c>f their defign,, 
hadpreparedfor his defence : and fipdjng him-r 
felf ftrong ewowgh. to rifque, an aiStion, he; 
boldfy' marched o«t : agaipft the rebels . This [ 
encounter provgdfiat^ to Jpfeph and his troops • » 
the governor was killed on the fppt and hiSi 
airmy totally routed. ,-....■ 

Motawakcl had no fooner. received theirhercbcis 
oew$ of this misfortune, than he canfed a^^e4«tbyA»' 
£refii body of troops to march, partly con^ "^^v 
O 3 fiiling 
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MoTAWAKBi^ikting of his/Turkiih mlKtiiiyand commmiedf 

Hegyra^s;. byJBugty vrho was oap:«f the prifKtpal 

h, aar. .85 u ^^^^ ^f ^j^^j, corps. The rtbeh, dated* hji 

their former vi&ory, botdfy faced fhe new 

troops, and hoped eafily to get the better of 

theth> Hut they learned to their coft Mrhat 

men they hadto deal with. The Tiirite bnike 

them, pat them totally to the rout, and pur* 

fued diem to 'Teftis, the (capital oif the pro^ 

vince, in whidi> th^ bc^^ged them. ' 

Thejr are bur- . But asf the operatkiDb (k the fiege went en 

B^imTcffij. iiQ^jy^ Buga contrived tb reduce the plaeei 

and even entirely ^doftfoy it, if they dkinot 

ibon OEipitu^te. He 'caufed wooden tower€^-t 

to be brought^ near the wall, from the t€|^of 

which he tot the place on 6re. Sot thi$ pur«- 

pi^ he lemplayed a great nuitober of 1ii& men, 

who had^ been^ long expert in dartitig lighted 

fbrebrands:: t^k coiitrivance fucceeckd; ^ 

houfes^inTeilis being built only of wt>l>d,eafdy 

took fire; A wind which arofe carried thie 

AameS'to fever al parts of die city, and it wassf 

finally reduced tq aflies. Near ilty dioufalid 

naen periflied in the pl^fce^ amefngft vrhom 

were the rebels, with their leader* Thi^ was 

paying very dear for ihfe defeat of a pailiy c^ 

li^lecontents, who could by no means hafe 

done fo^ much damage, as refutted from the 

ruin ^f Aat ?:ity. ^ 

Hcgyra 238. Whilit th^ Caliph was 4hu$ in^»g V^fe <^ 

Ch. a?r. 852. ji^ ^^ fword in his* own dominions, the 

'^^d^r*** . ^^^^^^ ^®** meditating an irrupdon, which 

j^^etta. proved fu€c«fsful in all poiate. Having re- 

i ceived 



&ic ARABIANS: 199 

icdfed infieUigencCi by n^cans of their fpiei^ M&rAi$AKt% 
ihsLt Daouctta wcre.weakly guarded, and thatHcgyra zjb. 
there was no regular troops in the garrifon, ^* »• H^ 
they privately made preparations for a def« 
<eent ; and at a tiaie convenient for the ex* 
pedkion» a fleet confining of three hundre4 
tail of ihips fuddenly appeared beforie Darni*^ 
:etta, when they were not in the leaft expedted. 

Terror fciiacd on the inhabitants) who flrove 
to make their efcape by means of a little &»rd» 
which was in the midft of a moft extenfive 
fpace of ftill wafeer, between the town and 
ihe port ; but in tb^ harry and con^iion of 
their flight they miiled the track, and the 
greateft part <^ thfm mi&rably periflied ia 
the attempt^ 

The Grecians having entered the place 
without the leidt oppofition, were foon bufily 
^employed in plundering and nudcing flaves; 
having .pUaged it during many days, they 
again went op board their fbips, with im* 
pxienfe riches. They at iirft refolved to keep 
the placfe, and leave a garrifon th^e^ but 
:fearing it would not be pofiibte to put the 
Unifications ifi a proper ftate of defence, be^ 
jfore tlie arriv4 of the muffulman troops, they 
^determined to plunder the city, and then 4^ 
jftroy it^ ra^aer than run the rUque of fofljun^ 
ine afiege^ wjhich inpA inevitably end in the 

^ng of the phcfi. Hegym 23a. 

As theCaJiph was ha% and paiHonate, he ch. «r. 853. 
muft have b^n greatly moved at fuoh anEdiAsiffiied 
putragc} however, it does »pt appev that he g^SiJaiid 

P 4 then Jews. 
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MoTAWAoidiea. took any meaiures/ to revenge himfdB 
Hegyra239.j on the Grccks. On the contrary, he ro- 
[^' ^^*' inainedas quietinhisdominionsasifrnoixus- 
fortune had happened, and lyas folely ttxir 
ployed in framing new laws and regulations 
for the . government of the ftate*. .Sudi as 
he publiihed that year were chidly calcii-* 
lated to. mortify ard humble the Gfariftiand 
and Jews. He had fame years bcfoire de- 
clared them incapable of holding any poft or 
employment under the. government. He 
then ordered them to wear large girdles 
made of leather, that they mi^t thereby be 
known from the Muflulmen : in a word; he: 
fhat year forbid them to ride on horfes, and 
only fuifered them to make ufe of mules or. 
affes, but on condition thqr £bould have no 
iroa ftirrups to their faddles* 

Thefe mortifying difliodions caufed . all 
the Cbriftians and Jews that werfe in his do* 
loinions tobeccnne his enemies. This prince 
was not better beloved byhis ownifd^cftsj 
jmd it may fafely be aifertcd, that he nevec 
ix^d a iincere friend at his court. The iero^ 
city of his difpofition, and the oddity of his 
temper, rendered him infupportable to aU 
fuch as in>m the nature of thdr office were 
obliged to live with him. They run the 
riiique of . their lives in parties, which might 
have been reafonably expelled to be only 
parties of pleafure. V 
Example of J{fx anthot relates, that often when he was- 
^^i^y^ ^ debauching with: his courtiers, he^ would 
' ' .J caufe 
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{Buie a lion to be turned loofeinto the room, Motawakex. 

that he might make himfelf merry ^ theHcgyra239. 

fright into which he put all his guefts. At^-*^*^^^- 

other times he ufed to lay ferpents under die 

toble, or break in pieces pots full of fcorr 

pions and otb^r venomous creatures; when 

this ftrange mad prince ufed to command, 

that no perfon fhould ilir from his place, on 

pain of death; fo that they were forced to 

run the rifque of being ftung by thofe anir 

mals. It is true, he inftantly prevented any 

ill confequences from the bite, by applying 

an excellent antidote, of which he knew the 

iecret, and which never £uled of performing 

a care, though the poifon was ever fb ftrong. 

Thus he todc a pleMure in cauling men to 

be daogeroufly hurt, that he might have the 

credit of performing a fpeedy cure. 

This favage prince feemed daily to con-Hcgym^^. 
trive means to render himfelf more detefted. ^^* *^' *^ - 
He coyAd not even niake a friend of his own His-<»ttd^a * 
fon ; wd he brought him up in fuch a man«« *° ^ *®- 
ner« as effedtually to deflroy^l thofe fenti- 
ments, which are implanted by nature, or 
infufed |3y educatiqn, in a child towards its 
parent. He carried the young prince into 
the ccm^pany of his dehauched courtiers ; he 
made him drink to excefs, and then took de- 
light in beating him, in order that he might 
put him in a rage. As wine and pafiion 
caufed him to fay many grofs things, the fa- ~ 
JFher .was difpleslfed and beat him again ; and. 
f ' wc 
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MoTAWAKEi. we (hall £)on fee the fatal ^x>»(!eqoences of £» 
^isgynt 240. uncommon' an education. 
Pu«r.»s4. 5q fenfclefs a conduft raifisd great muty 
Indignadon tnur$ amongft all his fqbje^ks^ Thioy looke<| 
i^n/^?"" ^^^ C^ip^ ^^ njonftcr, unfit to live 00 
i^ph. the face of the earth ; s^pd even fuch of 
them, as through the gentlenefs of their dif«« 
poiitions were moft averfe totlu^ (hedding €$ 
blood, did not difcoanteiiance the dcfign 
then in agitation, for ailaffinating the Calijph.^ 
The whole nation therefore earneftly wished 
bis death : fome of them would readily hav^ 
undertaken to ftrike the blow, in order tQ 
gratify the people. OtherSi who were 
more moderate, only addrefied their prayers 
to heaven, that it would be pleafed foon to 
free the wotid from a prince, who by his* 
actions debafed both hui|)an nature and th<^ 
throne. 
Hefafpedsa ' The many complaints that were fo openly* 
coafptacy. made againft the Caliph, might at laft have 
ended in a coqfpiracy, but none was yet 
formed; however, a flaye belonging to Mo^ 
tawakel, having overheard £[>me lomcers of 
diftin£lion fpe^ very difrefpediully of his 
mafter, imagined that ibme plot was con- 
triving againft him, and he forthwith ran 
Md advi^d the Caliph to be on his guard. 

Mot^wakel did not wait till he could make 
the enquiries neceflary on fuch an occafion ^ 
be relblved to be before-hand with the conr 
fpirators ; he did not indeed know who they 

werei^ 
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wen } but betn^perfua4ed> thftt in deftro^ Mptawakbi. 
ing a jCOofidcraUe number of hb courtiers, Hisg^^t^a. 
he (hould certainly iirtiroiAite tjie reft of^^*'^-^54? 
tdiem, He imparted his diefign to fome of 
hisiavourite &rveSy who were the ufual mr 
^ruments of his cruelties, and with them he 
concerted the Uo^dy projo^ that was to be 
put in executtonu 

Having fettled his fcbeme, he next in** How be pre- 
yited the chief lords and principal officers of ^^'^^ ^^ 
the Aate to a feftivaU which was to conclude, 
according to cuftom, with a grand entertain*^ 
rnent. T|ie prince'a invitation was cpm^ 
plied withy and the feftival was fokmnizeci 
with a truly royal pomp and fnagniiicence. 
As to the entertaiment, whether the intended 
guefts doabted fome iU treatment from the 
jCal^, or whetkor they were unwilling to 
l^xpdre thetnfdves to be wounded by the ve- 
^emous creatures which the Caliph caufed 
to-be laid down in the rpom, when the li^ 
quor began to operate,, a great number of 
them deptined being' prefent thereat^ on va<« 
jfious pretences. : 

By this prudent pffecaution they &.ved their 
live^ ; the bufineis now was not to afinght 
the guefts with the s^pearance of ibme fa-* 
yage beaft, or yenonu)us creatures: theCa^ 
iiph haci refolved to facrifice to his fury all 
fo^h a» be hadinyited to the feaft : in fad» 
alt that were prefent were inliunnanly butch** 
f red. Motowakel himfelf began the bloody 
fxccudon : he rofe up haftily, in the midft m 

I tjjc 
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MoTAWTAitcVthe eiitertaihment, and dmwing his fv(r€»d»^~ 
Heg5rra24o. foiote off the heads o£ fuch as. we» n^xt 
^^^^"^f'him ; in a moment, the perfens he had 
appointed fb 'f«:ond him, uniheathed. their* 
cymetafrs, ^nd ma£&cred the remainder of^thei 
guefts : fome of them, indeed, efeaped be^^ 
kig. flain at firft, by hiding themfelvesiin the 
apartments, but they were foon purfucd 
and put to death without nuercy. ' 

The Caliph, tranfported with bcsutal rage/ 
went into the moft dkUt^ parts of the paip 
kce in fearch of thoSt that had made tbeiir 
eicape. One of his favourite fervants,. iwho 
had the care of one of the apartments*, he^ 
ing the prince come ^mld^fyry in his <looks/ 
and a bloody fwocd in his hand, -was; filled 
with terror at his approach* He was upoiii^ 
fuch terais with his mailer as to have no r^av 
ft^iahle caufe to fear on his own ^comiit^; 
but apprehenfive that he mi^ be miftakoi 
for another by- a mad man, who in his^fitS' 
did not know evjen him^df^^he was greatly 
alarmed.. Whea the Cahphr entered .tbtr 
room, he cried out, ^^ I have jt^ im>w jfdlled 
fiich a 0ncy and fudi a one^and the, iKsft 
fhall not efcape me/' " That is. well doae^' 
mylord^" anfwered tl^ fefvant) -'^ but 3^«k 
and I muft remsdn alive.'* / 

Though tl^ .Caliph was ftill m the height 
^ his fury, he wasftrock atthe anfwec i. he 
couki hot eveahdp iixulii^.atit> aadha^tng^ 
lecoUefted that it was.hisiervimt/he. put 
vf his cymetar into the fcabbard^.and «^ith 
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greit oompofufe converfed with him on thcMoTAWAKBi; 
wenib of diat fatal day. The fervant cafily Hcgym 240: 
fdi?efaw the confequences of this cruel •*^'^S4-> 
Imtchery ; but he took care not to give the 
kaifc hint of his apprehenfions, for fear of 
rekindling the rage of that defperate man. / 

The reign of Motawakel was not only jj^ 
remarkable for the debaucheries, follies, and Ch.W.8551 
cruelties of that prince ; the very elements Prodigies in 
fcemed to declare againll the Saracens ; and ^^y parts of 
there -aaually fell out at that time fuch un- ^^^^'^'^ 

i , ^ empire; 

€bmmon and grieyous events, as occauoneo 
the reign of this Caliph to be called. The 
reign of prodigies, and fcourges of the ce- 
leftial ire; 

♦ Terrible earthquakes happened in Perfia, 
in Syria, in Chorafan, and in Arabia Fa^lix. 
The earth opened, fwdlowed up whole ci- 
ties, and deftroyed an infinite mimber of . 
MuiTulmen^ Bagdat alfo received a ihock, > 

but^it was a trifle in comparifon to what hap- 
pei^ at Laodicea. That city, fays El 
JMakin, was totally overthrown; not one ^ 

Hoiife was left ftanding; and but very few, 
of^rthe great number of perfons who inha- 
bited that city and the neighbourhood, ei^ 
caiped the common calamity^ 

i' According to the fame/author, thefpring$Hegyra24a. 
at Mecca were almoft entirely dried up, and-^^' *^' ^^^ 
w4teir,became'fb>fairce, that it was foid foit 
pi hundred drachmas the load* Antioch 
^d£))felt'the fame fcourges as the other muf- 
fulman cities had undergone :; an earthquake 
-:jr ^ happened 
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Mot AWAKBL happened there, which deftroyed a grtH 
Hegyrt242. many people, and threw down kvc hundred 
GJu». 856. hQufes^ and ninety of the towers of die 
walls of the city. A mountain called the 
Rock, burft in pieces and fell into the fea^ 
which inftantly foaming, there ifTued from 
it a thick black fmoke, of an iniiipportable 
finelL In another part a river fuddecdy dif^^ 
appeared, and they could nXA difcover at 
what place it drained away. About the 
fame time the waters of the Tygris ap^ 
peared as yellow as gold 5 in three days af^ 
terwards it looked ^ the colour of blood; 
The thunder roared, and the lightning 
fiafhed on all fides ; and there wore even 
ibme hurricanes ib furicMS, as to tear up 
large trees by the roots, and carry them to 
a great diftance in the country. 
Hegyia 243, Thefe violent (hocks threw th^n into die 
ch. xr. 857. utmoft confternation : they knew not where 
TheCaHph to fix their abode with fafety, and vmt^ 
^^d^ ^filled vnth continual fears of a repetition of 
atD^i^M. *^ ^^^^ ^^^^ tragedy. We are not told^ 
whether it was on this account the Caliph 
changed his place of abode ; but it is cer^ 
tain, that in the 243d yesur oi the Hegyra 
he departed from Samarath, and went to 
Damaicus, with which he was £> tvell 

£ leafed, that the next yearhc^-efolved to fix 
is refidence there. He^opdered foinc ad* 
ditional buildings to be made to the palace^ 
and command^ his treafures to be con-n 
Veyed to that city* 

The 
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iTlie utmoft daigence was ufed to per- MoTAWAiora 
form the Caliph's orders, when an\ event Hegyra 244. 
happened which made him fuddenly alter ^^ ^* '^s* 
his rcfoiution. As he had been remifs in 
paying the Tcirkifh troops, they made a 
great noHe, and murmured that he fhould 
^ly oat fudi large fums in ufelefs building^^ 
whilft the foldiery were put to great difficul- 
ties for want of dieir pay. 

The Caliph, who put his whole trtift In 
that militia, removed the caufe of their com*- 
plaint, and gave orders timely enough to 
iilence all clamour; but whether it was on 
account of their complaints of his expence 
in buUding, or trough the natural ficlclenefs 
of his difpofition, is uncertain,' but he foon 
quitted Damaicus, and returned to the city 
of Samarath* 

In the <x>urfe of this year the Muflblnien Hcgyra 24;. 
were again afflidted with the fcourge of ^^■'^^- ^59- 
ear&quakes, which were €j violent in Sy- 
ria^ Perfia, Chorafan and Yeman, as to 
overturn whole cities, aild.ddlroy more than 
one hundred ihouiand of the inhabitants of 
thde couAtries^ 

But whilft the mufTulfflin empire was fo 
deeply liifFcaring from thefe fatal events, the' . 
CtUph's brutality, Which was far from dl- 
rainiihing, vrM a fcourge* dflmoft equally; 
terrible, mc»'e efpccially, ffnce he haden^' 
tertaiiied iiich ftrong fufpicions of the defign^ 
erf" his courtiers. Far from ftriving tore— 
concik them tQ him by ading with roofe- 
nioderation and humanity, he gave a loofe 

to 
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MoTAWAK£L to his fuFy ; and if he did put a reftraint oii 
Hcgyia245. his natural inclination, it was with no othc^ 
Cluaer.859. view than to fecure himfelf fronk the at- 
tempts that might be made on his peribn. 
Converiation He One day advifed with Fatah, his vizir 
Srt^aid'' ^^ favourite, on thatfubgcft* When this 
itt vizir. minifter entered the Caliph'i apartment, 
he faw a fword iahis hand richly ornament- 
ed, which he feemed to view with great 
pleafure : the vizir highly commended the 
beauty and workmanfhip of the fword^ 
which was, indeed, extremely fine» and 
had coft the Caliph ten thoufand crowns : 
he then afked that prince to what ufe he iur . 
tended to put the fword* " I wfli,'* aiiiwered. 
Motawakel, '^ I could fiiid out one ambngft^ 
my Turkish. foldiers, cmiwhc^e valour ahd^ 
fidelity I could rely ; I would niafce him a> 
prefect of this fword, and appoiftt him to 
guard my perftn.'* 
Hcappwnts Bagher, a Tarkifh officer, happening 

^^d hS ^^^ *^ ^^^^^ ^^ Caliph's aparttoent, Fatah 
^ "^ faid to that prince, ** Here comes Bagher, 
a man of more worth and bjpavery than any 
in the whole Turkifh corps ; and I am per- . 
fuaded you cs^not nleet with a more proper 
perlbn on whom to beftow your prefent/^ 
Motaw^el forthwith ordered Ba^er to ap- ^ 
proach, and put the fword into his hand, 
defiring he ivfQuld keep a flx^ eye on all; 
fvch q,s ihould approach his perfon. He at; 
the fame time appointed him a confidcrable 
ighry, and enabled him to; appear with: dig- • 
.... - . ...nityA 
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tnty in the pofthe had juft beftowcd on him. Motawakel 
It will ibon appear what ufe Bagher made, Hegyra245. 
both of the Caliph's fword and of the con- ^^' ^' *59- 
fidencc he rcpofed in him. 

It was not without reafcwi that the Caliph SfSV^ !l^* 
took meafunes for the fecurity of his perfon ; • ^' 
he well knew his fubjefts loudly complained ^2^;^^^* 
of his conduA, and that an infurredion 
might happen in a moment, which might 
bring about the greateft revolutions ; yet, 
fpight of his precautions, it feemed as if he 
hadpreparedall things for his own deftruc- 
tion : for by imprudently raifing a common 
Turkiih officer to a place of fo great truft, 
he angered Waflif, who was (as we have 
already obferved) the commander in chief 
of the Turkiih foldiery. 

The Caliph had made him a prefent of 
ibme danefne lands in Perfian Irak, and 
Fatah fhewing a defire to have them, the 
CalipL refumed his gift, and beftowed it on 
Fatdi* This affair was attended with bad 
confequenccs j for whetlier that prince did 
jiot take care to give to Waffif any thing by 
way of indemnification, or whether the 
,Turk was not willing to part with the lands, 
he entertained a mofl violent refentment 
againft the Caliph, which he fh^wed tj^e 
£ril favourable opportunity. : 

Thefe difcontents were a little fufpenddi War againft 
on account of the war carried on againft th^ ^^ Greek** 
Greeks* The muflulnKtn troops made an 
jbroad on the territories of the ^aftern cm^ 
; Yql. IIL P peror, 
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MoTAWAKEL pefOf, wHcfe they took an immenfa booty^, 
^c?y'a247. together with fcventy thoufand Chriftians^ 
' *^' * ' whom they carried into llavcry . The Sara- 
cens alfo attacked the Greeks by fea with 
equal fuccefs -, and this, campaign concluded 
with an exchange of priibners on both fides. 
A confpiracy At the return of the army from this cam-r 
M?n'S^fr^ paign. and in the 247th yev of the Hegy^ 
and the com- ra, a rciolution was formed to free the muf- 
^f of The ^^1^^" empire from a pwince, whofe govern- 
Turks. ment had long been an infupportablc yoke> 
not only to the people in general, but alfb to 
the nobility, and even to his own children. 
. The Caliph ftill continuing to behave ill 
to his own fon, in his parties where they 
drank to excefe, and at which he pbliged 
him to be prefent j the young prince con- 
ceived fuch an averfion to his father, that 
ke took no pains to conceal his fentiments i 
though Motawakel was. informed, how his 
Ion flood affedked to him, he made not 
the leaft ftcp towards a reconciliation witk 
him ; on the contrary, he increafed his ill* 
ufage, and>.inftead of calling him Montaffer^ 
which was his real name, he gave him 
the nick-name of Mpnthader, fignifying. 
Him who wifhes the Death of his Fa* 
ther. This name having been given on all 
occaiions, the prince was fo difpleafed at 
hearing it, that at laft he refolved adlually 
to deferve it. 

He was encouraged in this refolution by 
the commander of the Turkifh troops, who^ 

being 
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beiilg' Unable to ^forget the injury the Galiph Mor awaked 
had done him inTefuriiiftg the demefnes heHegyra247. 
had bcftdwcd oii W,* had long been mcdi-^*'-^''*^^* 
tatiilg revenge : he held a conference on 
this fubjedt with Montaffcr, who, fhutting 
his ears againft the voice of iiaturie and c* 
confanguinity, barbaroufly affented to the 
murder of his king, ind of his fatJier* He 
did not in the leaft hefitate at the conlmif- 
fion of this double parricide j for, by bad 
example, he had btfen long hardened in ini^ 
quity. 

This unnatural fon therefore complied 
withWaffif's propofal, and confented he 
ihould employ his troops in the execution of* 
the fixed defign. The general having con-^ 
ferred with the other TurkiiQi oflkers on the 
propc^ed aflaffination, each man was ready 
to join in it ^ ind it was agreed they fhould 
fall on the Caliph the very fir ft day he fhould 
drink to efxcefs, Bagher, whom that princf 
had chofen as his e&ecial gudrdi was ap^ 
pointed to ftrike the nrft WoWV and, in or- 
der t6 commit ftich a crime, he-, foi* die firft 
time, drew forth from the fcabbard the 
fword which Mdtawakel had put into hU 
hands. . • . • ^ 

The cohfpirators ran no rifqtid'of aviong 
delay, in chuling for the< iilflKflSng ' thcit 
fcheme the firft day the CalrBK ihould drink 
beyond the bounds of reafonj'^for'that prince 
Was fo fond of liquor as to ledVe ho long in- 
tervals between me days hfe^^^ointed fof 
P z hig 
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MoTAWAKBL his debauches* Motawak^lhavi^^ there-*' 
Hegyra 247. fore invitcd his ufual bcxMi'-edinpanions to a 
Ch.aer.86u great feaft, they fixed on that day for Ihia 
^jSaffination ; they waited iill the Gali|^ 
and alhthe g^efts were fer goae: in l|quor j 
iamd towardf the clofe of the entertainment* 
Bagher,,ai)d the Turi-s thaf attended himy 
entered the room fvvord ia hftndl • f 

The Caliph is . One qf the guefts, who w*s the firft that 
aflaffinatcd. ^fpied them, thought it was done by -the 
Qaliph's order, and :expedted to fee i5»no 
bloody fcene which had been contrived by 
fhat prince^ and asr the fight was not W firft 
fo tcfrible a^ the appeatance-of wild, beifts^ 
whofe fury was nqt eafily to! be avoidled, be 
jfaid in a joking ftrai«, (*VTbis is not the day 
of lions, orfcrpents, or fc^^rpions, but thfe 
day of fwords." The. Caliph, who did not 
fee the Turks, as he fat with his back to the 
door at which they entered,, faid to the gueft; 
" Whatdo you raean by talking of fwords f- 
.He iaid no xnore, for Bagher and the othet* 
.Turks falling on him raercilefsly, flew him 
^nd all fuch as attempted to make the leaft 
refiftance. 

Fatah his vizir, who waJ then near him, 
ftrove to defend his maftcr ; but the odds 
againft him were tpo great fof him to fuc- 
ceed : howler, 1:^ threw himfelf into the 
midft of the:Ganfpirat;ors, crying out,. " O 
.Motawakell I will not fitrvive thee!" A 
Turk took.hira ;at his word, and ran his 
Xword thrwjgL^e ymx% body. ' 
r ^ ^ ^ The. 
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The Caliph's jefter, who Was prefcnt atMaTAWAKEt 
the^ entertainment, arofc from table the mo- ^^If^] 
m^nt^he law the fwords, andhidhimfelf 
under a canopy of ftate, whence he could 
.fee all that pafllbd. Being terrified at the 
murder of Fatah, and fuch as iattempted to 
defend the Caliph, he ventured to crtep out 
uf hi$ hiding-place ; and, in dired: oppofir 
. tiQii to what the vizir had faid, he cried out, 
" OMotawakel! I would fursrive thee with 
ajl my heart!" He thus efcaped the hands of 
.llie murderers : or perhaps they gav6 theiiir 
felves no concern about the life or death 
j^f fuc^ a peribnage. 

^ Immediately after this maflacre, Mon^r 
taflbr . fhamefujly entered the room where his 
/ather lay murdered. As they had cut the 
tody of the wretched Caliph in pieces, Mon^ 
taffetw^s defirous to know how many parts 
of the body had been found; oiie of the 
flaves having anfwered fix: " Search round," 
faid Montaffer, " there fliould be feven." 
JHc: was:immcdiatdy obeyed, and they found 
onp of the Caliph's fingers, which made up 
jhe number of parts which the parricide was 
ib anxipus about; becaufe he faid, Mqtawa^ 
kel had related, that in th^ dream in which 
he thought he faw Ali, he had. received fe- 
ven blows, which, ia his opinion, denptecjl 
that the .Caliph would be flain and cut into 
fevtn pieces. The bafe parricids therdfore 
Arove to make his father s murder pafs as 'a 
punifhment from heaven, to revenge, the ifir 

^ - P 3 J^^^ 
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litoTAWAKEL jury wfaich the Caliph ha4 done to the me-* 

Hegyra 247. moTy bf Ali^ the prophet's ibnwinJaw, by 

eir, aer. ^r, proWhidng th© pilgrimages performed to his 

tomb, and by demolifhing 'the monument 

eredbedtothe memory ofiHofeiri his fon, in 

the plain of Kerbela. , ^ ^ 

Such was the end of Motawakel, a prince 
remarkable only for the odd^efs and ferocity 
of his temper. It is lu>?w«rer ajQferted, th« 
lie came into the > world with better di/po- 
fitions, ^but that by hi* inordinate love of 
wine, he defhroyed the good gifts he had re- 
JCeived from^4iature* 

This prince left five; diildrcai, namely, 
Mdntaifor and Motaar, who attained the 
throne, and whofe feigns were very ihort; 
MowaXad, : who was not Caliph 5 Motamed, 
who reigned V though be was excluded from 
the fucceflion to the throne ; and Maaflfeck, 
who did not reign, hutvvhofechildren pof- 
feifed the crown. ... 

The arts and fciences kept their groimd 
during the reign of Motawakel; not that 
he had the honour of f rotefting therili but 
he left the learned in the fituation he feiind 
them, without difcouraeing or favouring 
thein; infmnuch, that tneprovifiobmade 
hy his predeceflbrs being ftlffia^nt for the 
ippogrefs of ftudy, letters continued ta be 
cultivated in the empire of the Saracensl 
.. The learned, indeed, had no accefs to the 

throne 5 but the prince who fat on it was 
not fit for fucb fociefyV 

There 
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There was, however, a man famous for Motawakex* 
his extcnfive. knowledge, who had a great Hegyra 247. 
ihare in the Caliph's friendship ; but he was ^^''^'' ^^'• 
of a profeflion, which made him neceffary ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
to a debauched princ6, whofe health flood rite with the 
often iu need of being mended. This learn- Caliph. 
^d man wis a phyflcian called Baktifliua, 
whofe father named Gabriel Baktifliua, had 
^xercifed the fame profeffion under fome of 
the preceding Caliphs. 

Motawakel admitted this phyfician to the 
^eateft familiarities ; he loved to converfe 
with him on acc<Sufj^ of his wit and hu-* 
mour ; and though fome of his jefts were 
very biting, the Caliph did not take offence 
at thenji. For example, it is related, that 
JBaktifhua going one day to pay his duty to 
the Caliph, the prince, who had a great 
deal to fey to him, made the phyfician .fit 
down by him, and began a converfation. 
Thfe Caliph obfferving that the fringe round 
the fore part of the doilor's garnient was 4 
little unfe^ed at the top^ during the dif-^ 
courfe he employed hifflfelf in unripping thd 
reft down to his middle. When he had 
made an end of fpeaking upon Ae fubjeft in 
hand, he merrily afked, " How it might 
tre known, when a man was arrked to fuck 
a degifee of madnefs that he ought to, be tied 
^wn?'* The doctor laughing, immediately 
replied, " When be tears his pihyfician'^ 
garment down to the very girdle.'' The 
Caliph, far from being diipleafed at this li^ 
P, 4 berty, 
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MoTAWAKELberty, laughed heartily at the rcparteej ^hd 

Hcg^rra 2^7. difmifled die doftof with a prefent of a very 
CJi.«-. sit. g^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ f^^^f ^^j^^y 

So noble and generous a proceedings 
Would have been a plain proof of the good- 
nefs and humanity of a prince, who hy^ 
himfelf under an obligation of paffing by 
many things in his inferiors, when he is fo 
imprudent as to give them too great liberties 1 
but as to Motawakel, the great familiarities 
he allowed tx) his intimate friends, and par- 
ticularly to his phyfician, was rather an cf^ 
fed: of the oddnefs of his humour, than the 
goodnefs of his difpofition. ^ 

The phyfician I fhaU mention no other proof in fupporfj 
IB difgraced. ^f ^j^jg obfervation, than his behaviour on 
another occalion ; when Baktifhua, in making 
a proper return for the honouf done him by 
his fovereign, fell on a fudden into the ut-* 
moftdifgrace. 

Motawakel having One day fent Word to 
his phyfician, that he, together with fomc 
of his nobles, would come and dine with 
him, Baktifhua ciufed a dinner to be prew 
pared fuitable to fuch guefts, vdiich was 
ferved up with great order and magnificence. 
He caufed his apartments to be adorned 
with his richeft furniture, which fhone with 
gold and filver; and the plate, which was 
placed on the table, was remarkable both for 
its beauty and workmanfliip, \ ^ 

The Caliph feemed highly pleafed with 
his reception 3 but fo foon as he was returned 
- .1 home. 
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hbme, he fent officers who feize4 all the Montasser. 
doftor's efiefts. In a few days the whole Hegyra 247, 
was expofed to fale, and Motawakel ap- '^'^ '* 
propriated to himfelf all the money they 
produced. ' The unhappy phyfidan, who 
thought himfelf fo great a favourite with 
his mafter, was thus in a moment ftripped 
of his vi^ofe fortune, and the grief he felt 
at fo fatal an event, foon brought him to 
the grave. 

He was the third phyfician of that name 
who had ferved the Abaffian Caliphs. He 
was a Chriftian, and whilft he was in fa- 
vour, had done great fervices to thofe of his 
own communion. He had been very ufe- 
ful, ^s were alfo his predeceflbrs, to fuch of 
the Caliphs as were lovers of the fciences ; 
for to their labours the Saracens were in- 
debted for many Greek and Latin authors, 
which they tranflated into Arabick, 

MONTASSER-BILLAH. 

The THIRTIETH CALIPH. 

THE next day after the aflaffination The Turks 
of Motawakel, the Turkifli officers ^^p"^^^^^^^^^ 
affembled themfelves, and proclaimed Mon- ing the Ca. 
tafler his ion to be Caliph. His reign, and ^*P^^* 
his life, were both very fhort. So execrable 
a parricide did not defcrve to enjoy a length 
of days. 

Before 
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MoNTA8S£R. Bcforc I cntcr upon the particular tran-^ 
Hcgyra247. faftions of this reign, I think it will be pro-. 
*^* ^ '• per to tatce fome notice of the manner in 
^ which this prince was raifed to the throne. 

The natives of the country did not beftow 
the crown. Foreigners arrogated to them- 
lelves the. right of appointing a fovereign td 
rule the nauffulraan empire : he was pro- 
claimed by the Turkifh band ; and the fame 
thing happened at the elevation of Mpta- 
ivakel. 

This •encroachment on the rights and pri- 
vileges of the nation, was a confequence (^' 
the too great power which the Caliphs had 
given to that body. Motaflem was the firf| 
that employed the Turks in his fervice ; and 
had taken fo great a liking to them, that he 
quitted his reSdence at Bagdat, where thejl^ , 
were become infupportable through their 
mfolence, and founded the city of Sama^ 
rath, "there to live undifturbed with his fa- 
vourite foldiers. 

Thofe Tvirk^ gamed ftill more power un4 
■der the fucceeding Caliphs, but chiefly 
during the reign of Motawakel, who en- 
trufted them with the guard of his perfon, 
^ without refleding, that by fuch a conduit 
he would cafl a ilut on the whole! Arabian 
nation. 

The great credit they gained by being 
pofieffed of fo honourable a poft, by degrees 
impaired the authority of the Caliphs, and 
caufed all the misfortunes which befel the 

Abaflians* 
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AbafEans. The Turks rendered the dignity Montasseh. 
of a Caliph contemptible, and the illuftrious ^^gy^^Hr- 
houfe 0/ Abbas was facrificed to their in- ^^•^•^^'^ 
tcrcft, and became the fport of their caprices* 
•We (hall foon fee them depofing fovereigns 
at their will, and transferring the crown 
to fuch princes as they thought would be 
moft dependent upon them. The power, 
the fortune, the liberty, even the life of the 
Caliph, was in their hands } in a word, they 
afiiimed the fame power in the mufTulman 
empire, as the mayors of the palace had 
gained in France during the firft ages of the 
French monarchy. 

Hence came the decay of the temporal 
audiority of the Abaffian Caliphs. Thofc 
princes indeed, after a while, ihook off the 
yoke, and became the uncontroulcd mafters 
of their dominions i but the Turks, encou- 
raged by the, remembrance of their former 
fuccefs, foon made frefti attempts, by means 
whereof they infenfibly deftroyed the power 
of the Abaffians, with which they invefted 
thofe of their own nation, after having re^ 
duced the Caliphate to a bare pontifical dig- 
nity, that is to fay, almofl to nothing. 

On the morrow after the proclaiming of Meafuresthey 
Montaffer, the Turks held a general aflem- ^^^^^J^^^^P- 
bly, and debated on the prefcnt fituation of S^orityr'^ *^" 
affairs, as if the management of the ftate had 
belonged to them. One of their chiefs rifing 
up made a fpeech to the following effedl : 
![! We have deprived Motavyakel/' faid he, 

" of 
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MoNTAssER "of his throne, and of his life, and we ha^e 
Hcgyra247. proclaimed his fon; the people think hina 
guilty, and look on him as an accomplice m 
his father's death. That prince will inevitably 
become odious to his fubjedks -, we (hall alio 
be detefted by them, for .we have given a 
proof to the nation of our ftrength, pur credit, 
^nd the authority we are now poiTefled of:; 
and this being known, have we not reafon 
to fear? The more formidable we arc becoirid, 
the more are we hated. Can it be faid that 
the prince whom we have placed on the 
throne, will not ftrive to clear .himfelf from 
the fufpicion raifed againft him, of having 
dipped his hands in his father's blood? Re- 
morfe may fpur him on to revenge the inur^ 
der, that he may appear innocent in the eyes 
©fthe people: but fuppoiing that motive hot 
to be fufficiently prevalent with him; caa 
we be allured that MontafTer, through jcav 
loufy of our power, or fear of the lofs of his 
life, or his throne, will not endeavour, riot 
only to deprefs, but even to deftroy us? Be 
affured the Arabians are capable of advifing 
him how to take fuch a ftep. Our deftru<3ioa 
will be refolved on ; the whole nation will 
rife up in arms againft us ; and how can we 
' avoid ruin in fuch a junfture ? Befidcs, though 
Montaffer either will not, or dare not, follow 
the council which the Arabians will probably 
give him, have we nothing to fear from his 
two brothers, who are appointed fucceifively 
to rdign after him? Thofe princes were. not 

accomplices 



the ARAB I A N SV z'Zt 

accomplices with Montafler, nor had they Mont asser. 
any hand in the death of Motawakcl ; and can Hegyra 247. 
ypju doubt, if they fhould afcend the throne, ^^'^^' ^^*-' 
whether they would ftrivc to avenge th« 
inwdcr of their father? If thofe princes fhould 
aot do fo, will they not have caufe to fear 
us, .and will they not endeavour to break 
cttir corps? For my part," added the officer, 
" I think, that if we make the Caliphs trem- 
ble, we have at lejaft as much to fear front 
them." 

\ Thii fpeech made a great irripreffion upon 
the whole afiembly ; but as it tended only to 
ihew the fears they ought to entertain, and 
the difficulties they might rcafonably exped: 
jto nieet with, Bagher arofe, and begged that 
officer* to give them his opinion, how they 
auight beft prevent the inconveniencies they 
iappreheaded from the Caliph and his bro* 
thers.* 

*^ Thereisbut one method to be taken," re^ 
pjy d the officer : ** we muft compel Montafler 
.to exclude his two brothers from the throne ; 
we (hall otherwife be expofed to a continual 
apprehenfion ; but if the Caliph confents, 
we (hall be always mafters of the empire." 

In confequence of thefe deliberations thf They oblige 
chief officers of the Turkifli band went to ,^^'^^^^^^,^ 
the Caliph, and mo^cd him to declare.rtullta renounce 
and void the order of MotaWakel, by virtue '^<^ Caliphate. 
of which Montaffer's brothers were to fucceed 
to the throne ; and they gilded this bitter pill 
^th a proRiife of ackuQwledginghis fpa to be 

his 
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JiiovtAssni. hisfuccefTor, and of caufing the oath of alld** 

Hcgyra 2^7. giancc to bc taken to bim. 

ai*atf.86i. 'jtj^g Caliph was greatly amazed at thi« 
propofaK He then found he was no better 
than a flave to the Turks, and that they would 
foon fet no bounds to their demands ; how-* 
ever, he dared not let them know what he 
thought of their proceedings; but as the 
matter they propofed to him was of great 
importance, he deiired a day's time to con-^ 
fiderofit. 

Montafler having matubely «flc£ted on the 
affair^ fent for hts two brothers ^ be told 
them (with looks full of concerh) that he 
was forced to let them know they muft give 
over all thoughts, and even furrender all righr^ 
of fucxreeding to his dominions^ He begged 
them to be aifared that he was by no mean& 
the author of fo great a piece of injuftice, and 
that it was not the leaft fatisfaftion to him td 
find the crown deftined for his fon, who was 
but a child, and who would not be of an 
age fit to reign at the time he was perfuaded 
he . ftiould diie 5 but that the Turks, whofe 
ftrength, power, and arrogance, they were 
no ftrangefs to, had forded bim to undcr^ 
take fo difagreeable an oifHce. He affured 
them, that in cafe of a refufal on their part, 
neither he nor they could be fure of their lives j 
he therefore advifed them to confult together^ 
and acquaint hiift with their refolution. 

The two princes, full as mucb^iimazed a* 
•their brother had bectttft tMs ihfdlent propofal 
'^ of 
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of the Turks, were for fome time deprived Montassek. 
of the power of returning any anfwer; butHegyra247. 
having a little recovered their furprize, they ^^ *^* ^^*^' 
conferred together on this ftrange demand- 
Having well confidered all things, and finding 
the power of the Turks was predominant, they 
refolved to yield to the prefent exigency ; and 
Ml order to fave their lives, they figned an un- 
conditional abdication of their right and title 
to the Caliphate on the demif? of Montafler. 
This ceffion feemed to fatisfy the Turks, wha 
afterwards remained very quiet. 

The bloody Montafler, who was then fen- Hcgyra 2481 
fible, that in giving fo great countenance td^^- *^' ^^^^ 
the Turkifh band, he had forged his own Montafler » 
chains, was ftill more fenfibly afFeded by the terrified ardir 
cruel rcmcM-fe he felt on account of the crime hirMrrkTdfi.. 
he had committed in (hedding his father's 
blood • Though he had coolly confidered the 
parricide before it was committed, yet, when 
the deed was done, the crying fin ftared hini 
full in the face. He ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to impofe on the people, touching his 
unnatural dealings : he commanded his mini- 
fters to write letters unto all the provinces of 
the empire, iignifying, that the Caliph his 
father was aflTaflinated by the procurement 
bf Fatah, his vizir 5 and that Fatah had been 
punifhed on the fpot, having been himfelf 
flaih during the hurry and confufion of that 
bafe enterprize. 

•But thefe falfe pretences gained not the 
Icaft credit The report of this parricide was 

already 
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?.ToN'TAsstii. dready fpreadfar and near ; no perfon doubted 
gsy^l+8. that Montaffer was the author of it, and he 
was never mentioned but with the utmoft 
execrations. His life became a burthen to 
him ; and being continually difturbed by tha 
gloomy vapours which arofe from a refleftion 
on his paft crime, he was a flranger to fleep, 
or if he ever clofed his eyes to reft, he was 
haunted with frightful dreams: the bloody 
image of his father was pr^sfent to his ima- 
gination, and feemed to reproach him in the 
bittereft manner. 

El Makin reports, that Montaffer awaking 
one night fuddenly out of his fleep, was heard 
to make great moan : one of his fervants, 
who was near, going to the Caliph to en- 
quire the caufe, the vvretched prince told 
him, he had juft feen Motawakel, and that 
hp had uttered words which made his haii: 
ftand an end. " Alas! thou haft murdered 
me," faid he, '^ thou haft robbed me, thou 
haft deprived me of my Caliphate 5 but by 
the living God, thou (halt not long enjoy 
them, for thou wilt foon be plunged into hell- 
re. 
This was the dream, at which the Caliph 
was fo terrified. They endeavoured to chear 
him by reminding him that a fenfible man 
would pay no regard to fuch fancies; they 
advifed him to go abroad, to take exercife 
and'amufe himfelf with diverfions to difpe^ 
thofe melancholy thoughts which were gene- 
rated by top fedentary ^ way of life, 

Montaffer 
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MontafTer followed their advice ; but the Momtassbk* 
caufe of his terrors was too deeply rooted in Hcgyra 248. 
his imagination to be ever totally eradicated j ^^ ^* ^^^* 
^nd, which added to the misfortune, it fre- 
quently happened, that in the attempt he made 
to amufe himfelf, and drive away his cares, he 
chanced to meet with objed:s which added 
to his remorie, and fet his guilt before his eyes 
in its blacked colours. 

To this purpofe, Najariftan has related a 
very extraordinary fad:. Montafler having 
one day propofed to divert himfelf with look- 
ing over his wardrobe, they laid before him a 
fine piece of tapeftry which had formerly been 
taken from the palace of the kings of Perfia. 
It reprefented a man on horfeback, wearing 
a turban, furrounded by a large circle, on 
which was fome writing in Perfian charac- 
ters. None of the perfons prefent being able 
to read the legend, the Caliph fent for an 
interpreter, who had no fooner caft his eyes 
on the writing, than he feemed ftruck with 
furprize, and ftrove to decline giving the Ca- 
liph the interpretation of the words, by faying 
they only related to fome trifling matters in 
Perfia. But the prince ftill infifling to be in- 
fqrmed, the interpreter again evaded an expla- 
nation, by pretending he could not clearly un- 
derftand the meaning of the characters. But 
Montafler fhewing figns of anger, he was at 
laft forced to obey. The interpreter there- 
fore told him that the legend of the tapeftry 
Vol. III. Q^ imported 
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MoKTAssER. imported in exprefs terms, " I am Siroes *, 
S^^^^gf' the fon of Chofroes, who killed my father; 
and enjoyed the kingdom only fix months/' 
At this the Caliph turned pale, departed in- 
ftantly, and (hut himfelf up in his chamber. 
The dcadi of The prince therefore having vainly fought 
MontaiTcr. (^ ^^fc his troubled breaft, fell into the deep- 
eft melancholy, which would not give way 
to any of the medicines applied for his relief. 
In this ftate he languiihed during fix months^ 
and was then feized with a continual fever, 
which carried him off in the 248th year of 
the Hegyra, and the 862d of the Chriftian 
*aera. Some authors fay, that this prince 
was poifoned by an officer of the Turkifli 
troops ; others relate, that having a defluxion 
in his ear, they put into it fome linen dipped 
in fome kind of oil, that his head fwelled 
gready, and he foon died. 
The Caliph's ^his Caliph, according to El Makin, was- 
charaaer. of a middle ftature, but exeefllively corpu- 
lent; he had a fair complexion, and very 
fine eyes. As to his charadler, the fame au- 
thor fays, he was a man of great refolutiori 
and courage : he had alfo a great talent for 
poetry ; and it is even aflerted, that fome ex- 
'cellent vcrfcs of his compoikig fl:ill remain. 

• Siroes was the eldcft fbn of Chofiocil the Ild^ king of 
Perfia. That prince having given the crown to a younger 
ion, Siroes being enraged, urew his father into prifon, and 
'put him tcr death fifteen days afterwards, with all his chil- 
«ren^ This fa6l happened in the fix hundred and twenty- 
eighth year of the Chriftian sra« Siroes himfelf died in a 
'ffiorttime.* 

I If 
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if the inhuman Motawakel had not done Monta^sbr^ 
di ki his power to ruin his temper, he might Hegjm t^, 
have feonc amongft the forcmoft of the ^^* "^^ ^^*" 
Abaffian princes i but the pernicious exam^^ 
pic of the father deftroyed every feed of 
goodnefs in the fbon) and drove him to the 
commiffion of that horrid crime ; the re« 
membrance whereof put an end both to his 
peace of mind and to his days. 

Khondemir relates a pafiage, which fhewsi^ 
that this prince was fufceptible of friendfhip 
and generofity* One of his o^icers having 
perforthed to his iktisfadion a bufinefs on 
which he was lent to Egypt^ the Caliph, on 
his return, aiked him what he thought dF 
that country ; and amongft other things, was 
importunate to know if he bad not left his 
heart behind him. 

The c^cer confefied, that he had feen aInftan<^ofthe 
woittan who had charmed him ; but that, for E??'*^''*^ 
Want of money, he was forced to give over 
all thoughts of an objei^ who had raifed a 
violent flame in his breaft. She was a young 
ilave of admirable wit and accompHKhmentSi 
who fung to a miracle, and was beiides a 
faultlefs beauty. He afTured the Caliph^ that 
he would with pleafure have facrificed his 
whole fortune to become mafter of fo inva* 
luable a treafure 3 and that the refiedions he 
made on the impoffibiiity of ever pofleffing 
the darling of his foul, filled him with grief, 
which would never be ended but with his 
lUe. 

Q 2 The 
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MoKTAssBR. The Caliph was moved at the officer's 
Hegyra248. grief j and having, by means of the further 
Ch.aer.862. enquiries he made touching the objcft of his 
palSion, gained all the information he thought 
xieccflary, he difmiflcd the officer, without 
dropping the leaft hint of his defign. So 
foon as he was departed, Montaffer wrote to 
the governor of Egypt, and commanded him 
to make a flri£t fearch in all the cities under 
his government for the (lave, (of whom he 
gave a defcription agreeable to the account 
he had received from the officer) and to fend 
her with the utmoft fpecd to Samarath. 

His orders were punctually executed ; and 
the fair Have was foon brought to his court* 
. The prince gave her in charge to one of his 
eunuchs, and commanded him to take care 
fhe (hould be richly drefled, and not to men- 
tion her arrival to any perfon whatfoever, till 
he fliould receiver further orders from him. 

After the Have had been fome time at 
court, Montaflcr fent for the officer he in- 
tended to oblige ; and at the feme time 
caufed the flave to be concealed behind a 
fcreen. The officer being come, the Caliph 
talked with him a while on indifierent tilings, 
and then ordered one of his attendants to 
being the flave who had the beft voice, that 
he might be entertained with a fong j and 
having been told that there was one ready to 
.obey his commands, he ordered that {he 
ihould begin. 

The 
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The momentthc officer heard the voice, he Montasser, 
feemed confufed and like one out of his wits. Hcgyra248. 
The Caliph, who took a pleafure in feeing ^^' ^* ^^** 
his great perplexity, preffed him to declare 
the caufe of his emotion. " Commander of 
the faithful," anfwered the officer, " from 
the found of that voice I fhould think, that 
either I was in Egypt, or that the finger I 
mentioned to you is here." 

Montaffer having caufed the flave to ceafe 
her ftrain, afked the officer, if he ftill loved 
her ? The queftion perplexed him yet more, 
as he feared the Caliph had fallen fn love with 
her, upon the account he had given him of 
her pcrfeftions, and had caufed her to be 
brought from Egypt 5 however, he did not 
think fit to difguife his fentiments, and faid 
to the prince, " Yes, my lord, I ftill love 
her 5 but as I can no longer entertain any 
hopes of poflcffing her, I will endeavour by 
degrees to ftifle the flame (he has raifed in my 
breaft." 

The Caliph then acquainted the officer 
with the means he had ufed to oblige him ; 
and told him with great kindnefs, that he 
bought the flave with no other view than to 
make a prefent of her to him. The prince 
having caufed the finger to come forth, pre- 
fented her to the officer, and difmifled them 
both with great marks of friendfliip. Such a 
fadt will appear the more extraordinary, as fen- 
fibility and complacency do not feem com- 
patible with fo rough and fevage a difpofition 
AS that of Montaflfer. 

Q_3 MOS- 
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Hcgyra 248. 

Ch.«r.86a. The THIRTY-FIRST CALIPH. 



S' 



'O foon as the death of Montaffer was 

made publick, the chiefs of the Turkifh 

troops, who ftUl continued to give law in the 

ftate, aflembled their body, and held 2, con- 

fultation touching the perfon they ihould 

place on the throne. 

Moftainispro- They unanimoufly excluded the two bro- 

claimed Ca- fhers ofMon taller -, and then elcftedfor Ca- 

^ • liph, Moftain, the fon of Mohammed and 

frandfon to the Caliph Motaffem. Motaz, 
lontafler's brother, and fon of Motawakel, 
endeavoured to revive his pretenfions to the 
Caliphate ; but he was forced to fubmit, and 
the Turkifli party remained vidorious. 
Hrgyra 249. So unconftitutional an election, carried by 
Ch. aer. 863. men who had no authority but what they 
arrogated to themfelves, put/ all things into 
combuftion at Samarath, and even at Bag-* 
dat. The Muffulmen, enraged at the info- 
lence of the Turks, took up arms many 
times in order to deprefs their power -, the 
latter defended thcnifelves with great refo-. 
lution. The whole country was full of con- 
fufion, and no means could be contrived to 
put an end to the diforders. 

In the midft of thefe tumults, news was 
brought that the Alians were in motion, in 

order 
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order to fet the defcendants of All on the Mostmw. 
throne. Jahia ben Omar, a prince of that Hcgyra 250. 
race, having heard ofMoftains eledion, ^^' "^^ ^^ 
and of the difturbances which had enfued The Alians 
thereon, even in the very capital of his domi- J^^eSS 
nions, rofe up in arms againft that prince, 
and was foon at the head of a ftrong party, 
who folemnly proclaimed him Caliph at Cu- 
fah, and in the feveral provinces of Arabian 
Irak. 

Moftain being unable to raife troops to Moflain fends 
ftop the enterprizes of Jahia, on account of |^"^*^U^, 
the diffentions and troubles which prevailed med,grandfon 
in Samarath and at Bagdat, that Caliph had^^'^"*^^- 
recourfe to Mohammed ebn Abdallah, grand- 
fon of the famous Thaher, who, having fe^ 
up as a fovereign, (as already obferved) had 
tranfmitted his dominions to his pofterity. 
It does not appear that any of the Caliphs 
had attempted to deftroy that Dynafty, 
which arofe to the great detriment of the 
Caliph's intereft and authority. Moftain 
was ib far from attacking the defcendants 
of Thaher, that, on the contrary, he en- 
tered into an alliance with them ; and Mo- 
hammed, who was then the reigning monarch 
of that houfe, was appointed general of the 
Caliph's forces. 

He marched cut with a ftrong army of Jahia iskilied, 
Muffulmen; and repairing to that province ^^J^Jj^'/^^ 
where the rebels were moft powerful, he 
acSted with fuch great prudence, that he foon 
pi'evaikd on the people to fubmit to their 
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MosTAiK. duty. Jahia endeavoured to put a ftop to 
Btgfn 2^0. Mohammed's faccefs 5 he appeared at the 
Ch. »r.864. j^^^^ ^f j^jg troops to dilpute the paffes with 
him : but his undertaking did not prove fuc- 
cefsful. The Caliph's general, who was ex- 
'Ijerienced in the art of war, found means 
to bring on an aftion, which proved deci- 
five : Jahia's troops were totally routed, and 
he was killed on the ipot. His head was 
brought to Mohammed, who forthwith fent 
it to Moftain. The head was fixed up in a 
publick place at Samarathj and was after- 
wards put into a cheft at the arfenal. 
Another Aliaji Whilft they were employed in deftroying 
inTabarcftan. ^^^ Allan, another arofe inTabareftan,much 
more capable of fupporting his pretenfions, 
than he who had appeared at Cufah. This 
prince was called Hafan ben Yezid, and had 
affumed as a firname Al-das-el- Allah, that 
is to fay, " He that invites men to fol- 
low trudi and juftice." This new Caliph 
was attended with the greateft fuccefs : he 
maintained his dignity nineteen years, and 
even left it as an inheritance to his brother 
Mohammed Caffem, who alfo quietly en- 
joyed it many years. The great broils which 
had happened in the very heart of the muf- 
' fulman dominions, were doubtlefs the caufe 
which prevented the Abaffians from putting 
an end to the enterprizcs of that rebellious 
defcendant of Ali. 

As to Moftain, it would have been very 
difficult for him to have taken the leaft ftep 

^gainft 
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dgainfl: that rebel, Divifion had arifen Mostain. 
amongft the Turks, and the fovereign wasHegyra25o. 
at a lofs which fide he fhould take in order ^^' ^- ^^"^ 
to preferve his dignity. 

The quarrel arofe on the following ac-Hegyra 251. 
count. Waffif, the commander of the ^^- ^er. 865. 
Turkifli troops, and Bagher, one of their a quarrel 
chief officers, were competitors for fome^°"g^*? 
favour, which they both follicited at the a feditiwi! ^^ 
fame time. The Caliph having given the 
preference to Waffif, Bagher was enraged 
at the denial ; . and having aflembled his 
friends, he propofed to them not only to 
kill his commanding officer, but alfo to de- 
throne the Caliph, and put another in his 
ftead. 

This conference was not fo fccretly ma- 
naged, but that Moftain was informed of it. 
The prince, aftonifhed at fo ftrange a refo- 
lution, exerted his authority, by caufing 
Bagher to be feized in the imperial palace. 
The Turks of his party ran to arms in order 
to releafe him -, and fuch of them as fided 
with Waffif, armed themfelves at the fame 
time, to oppofe the defigns of the former. 

Moftain not knowing how to adt in fuch 
a dilemma, held a council with Waffif, and 
another Turkifh officer called Buga. Thofe 
two captains, who ever fince the commence- 
ment of the difpute had been bitter enemies 
to Bagher, remonftrated to the Caliph that 
it was abfolutely neceflary to make away 
with him j for that if he fuffisred Bagher to 

live, 
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MosTAiN. live, he would run a rii^ue of lofing both 

Hcgyra25i. his crown and his life. Moftain followed 

CJu XI. 865, jj^^jj. j^j^ice . aj^jj jt proved to be the fource 

of frefli tumults. Such of the Turks as 
adhered to Bagher, were feized with fury 
when they knew their chief had been put 
to death. The firft ftep they took to revenge 
the murder, was to plunder part of the city 
of Samarath: they then came in a tumul- 
tuous manner to the pal^e, and told the 
Caliph, that if he did not forthwith deliver 
up Waffif and Buga into their hands, they 
would lay the whole edifice in afhes by the 
next morning. 

Thefe two officers, who had given the 
Caliph fuch advice, on a fuppofition that 
when the oppofite party were deprived of 
their leader, they would content themfelvcs 
with complaining loudly, without taking 
any further feditious fteps, were greatly 
amazed to fee them plunder the city 5 but 
they were ftill more aftonifhed to find, that 
by his death they were become the chief 
ebjeds of the fury of that militia. 

In fo critical a junfture, Waffif and Buga 
could think of no better expedient to extri- 
cate themfelves from the dafnger, than fpee- 
dily to fly from Samarath : but this ftep 
might have proved very hazardous ; for if 
they had left the Caliph in the hands of 
thofe delperadocs, they would probably 
have compelled that prince to profcrib^ 
them i^ or if he rcfufed to comply, they 
. might 
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raigbt have depofed him, and fet up aMosxAiK- 
Caliph in his ftead, who was abfolutely de-» Hcgym^u 
voted to them. To prevent thefe inconvcw ^- ^""^ ^^i- 
liiencies, therefore, as much as lay in their 
power, they refolved that the Caliph fhould 
accompany them in their flight; and the 
night after the infurredtion, Moftain, Waffif, 
and Buga, fecretly departed from Sanxarath,, 
and went to the city of Bagdat. 

The mutineers returning to the imperial 
palace the next morning, to demand that 
the chiefs might be delivered up to them, 
were greatly furprifed to find they had with-, 
drawn thcmfelves, together with Moftain. 
They now began to repent of the infult diey 
had committed upon the prince, as well as of 
tl^ outrages they had done in the city : they 
feared the Arabians would no longer fuffer 
the power to remain in the bands of the 
Turks^ and that they would take meafurcs, 
in concert with the Caliph, to (hake off a 
yoke which muft be infupportable to them. 

They were in hopes of bringing matters 
back into the former channel, by laying down 
^eir arms, and fending deputies to Bagdat, 
to teftify to the Caliph their forrow for what 
had palled, and intreat him to return to his 
capital, promifing that, for the future, they 
would fcrvc him with zeal and relped:, and 
do all in their power to cflFace the remem- 
brance of their criminal defign. 

This meafure having been refolved on in The Turk« 
gn aflembly of the Turks, t^ey inftantly^^^^Jj^^^^ 

fent are rejedted. 



236 The H I S T O R Y of 

MosTAiw. fcnt deputies to Bagdat, but to no purpoft; 
Hegyra25i. for they were denied audience; and Moftain 
CK XT. 865. ^j^ ^^^ £^ much as know that fuch a depu- 
tation had been fent, till it was too late to 
remedy the misfortunes which arofe from 
that denial. 

The governor of Bagdat was the fole 
ca,ufe of the violent fteps which were taken 
by the Turks on this occalion. It was the 
fame Mahomet, the gcandfon of Thaher, 
to whom that government had been given, 
as a reward for the vitftory he obtained at 
Cufah over the rebel Jahia. On his return, 
the Caliph confirmed to him the fovereignty 
of Chorafan, which his grandfather had 
ufurped from the Abaflians ; and moreover, 
to induce him to refide in his dominions, he 
beftowed on him the government of Bagdat, 
where he ruled like an independent monarch. 
Mohammed, who was well pleafed to find 
the Caliph in his power, refolved to keep 
him in his hands : to this end he gave a bad 
reception to the deputies; and notwithftand- 
ing their earneft entreaties to gain an au- 
dience, the governor not only denied their 
requeft, but even difmiffed them very 
roughly. 
Hegyra 252. They were therefore obliged to i-eturn to 
Ch. aer. 866. g^jnarath, with no other anfwer than an 
account of the ill treatment they had re- 
ceived from the governor. So infolent a 
flight of their propofals, raifed the indigna- 
tion of the Turks, who refolved to depofc 

Moftain, 
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Moftain, and raife to the throne Mota?, Mo§tain. . 
whona they had fo lately deprived of hisHegyra252* 
right to the crown. ^^- *'* ^^' 

It was theref<H« foon publiihed in all parts Therebels ^t-^ 
of Samarath, that Moftain, for certain good ^J^p^g^' 
caufes, was depofed from the Caliphate ;Motaz in his 
and on the fame day the Turkifli band^^*^ 
placed Motaz on the throne. There were 
at this time two Caliphs ; the one at Sama- 
rath, the other at Bagdat, both of them fup- 
ported by Turks of different factions ; but 
the former was by much the ftrongeft, and 
foon got the better of the latter. 

So foon as Motaz w;i? proclaimed Caliph, 
the Turks, whofe creature he was, obliged 
himi fpeedily to raife a body of troops, diat 
he might march to Bagdat, and befiege Mof- 
tain andhisajjhercnts. That prince, whofe 
intereft it was to take all poffible meafures 
to fecure to himfelf a crown he had been al- 
ready fo near lofing, gave immediate orders 
to affemble an army : the Turks, who were 
perfonally interefted in the undertaking, for- 
warded the preparations to the utmoft of 
their power \ and in a {hort time a nume- 
rous body of forces was made ready, which 
he caufed to march to Bagdat, under the 
command of MuafFek his brother. 

Though the Caliph of Bagdat was in- 
formed of the preparations that were making 
againft him ; yet, to the aftonifhment of all 
mep,he remained inadlive, without providing 
for his defence. The governor himfelf, who 

was 
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MosTAtir. was a warlike man, fecmcd full as eafy tf* 

Hegyni^t. thc Caliph : in the mean tiftie^ tl)c amiy of 

Cluw.866. jvtotaz continually approadied $ aitdatl^ft 

intelligence w^s brought, that they would 

/hortly fet down before Bagdat. 

Motainis The Turks who had accompanied Mof- 

by^Lb^J^. tain to that city, together with Waflif and 

Buga their chiefs, openly murmured at the 

mdolence of that prince, who was about to 

cxpofe them to fall a facrifice to the troop^ 

of Motazj but finding their complaints were 

difregarded by the goverrtor, and even by 

the Caliph, they refolved to treat with the 

enemy : they therefore fent mefiengers to the 

general, and offered to acknowledge Motan? 

as fole and lawful Caliph, if he would ceafe 

all hoftilities againft them. - 

The governor of Bagdat, who probably 
deferrcfd fubmitting to Motaz until tome per- 
ion had led thc way, followed the example 
of the Turks. He wrote to MuafFek, that 
if the Caliph of Samarath would promife to 
continue him in the government of Bagdat, 
and at the fame time engage to make no at- 
tempt on Moftain s life, he would readily 
take the oath of allegiance to him, and 
would alfo endeavour to prevail on Moftain 
to refign the Caliphate. The governor com- 
prehended Waflif and Buga in the treaty, 
and rcprefented, that as thofe two officers 
had the greateft influence over Moftain, and 
had engaged to induce him to make his ab- 
dication^ 
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dication, afluranccs ought to he ^vcn thettt Mostain. 
as to the fafetjr of their perfons. * Hcgyra 252. 

Thefe terms having been offered to Mu- ^' ^'*- ^^• 
afFek, he forthwith fent a courier to Sama- He abdicate* 
rath, to communicate them to Motaz : that^ ^^^^ **' 
prince accepted them, and confequently 
withdrew his forces. Moftain was therefore 
obliged to refign the Caliphate toMotaz, and 
to lead a private life. Tbey appointed for 
his refidcnce the magnificent palace of Bag- 
dat, and afligned him a revenue fuitable to 
his birth and condition ; however, as Motaz 
always miftrufted that prince, he at firft or- 
dered him to be flxidtly guarded : in a fbort 
time, having entertained fome fufpicions of 
hitn, (but whether with or without founda- 
tion, authors do not fay) he caufed him to 
ht brought to iSamaratn, and gave him in 
charge to Said his vizir. That minifter be- 
ing fenfible, that the Caliph's defign was to 
put it out of Moftain's power to dilturb him, Hisdeati. 
found means to make away with him. 

The account given by El Makin of this 
Caliph's death, is fomewhat different. He 
fays, that the prince havihg refigned his dig- 
nity, Motaz was proclaimed at Bagdat ; that 
Moftain was afterwards carried to a caftle> 
where Motaz caufed his head to be cut off. 
The perfon who was appointed to perform 
the execution, being returned to Samarath 
with the head, went to the palace to pre- 
fent it to the Caliph. Motaz was then play- 
ing at chefs, and they interrupted him td 
k let 
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MoTAau- let him know Moftain's head was brought. 
H^yra 252. llie Caliph cooly anfwered, " Let them 
CIl XT. 866. ^^^ jjjj J Y^^y^ finUhed my game." Having 

made an end of it, he arofe^ and went and 
viewed the head> and feemed well pleafed 
at the fight: he afterwards ordered it to be 
buried. 

Moftain reigned only three years and fome 
months. He was about one-and-thirty 
years old. We arc not told, whether he 
left any children or not* 

M O T A Z-B I L L A H. 

The THIRTY-SECOND CALIPH, 

WM^^ 1\ /f OT AZ having bec» proclaimed Ca- 



M 



!^rr^" iVl liph at Bagdat, and at Samarath, 
fovereigntjr forthwith fhcwcd his gratitude for the fcr- 
cfchoraian. ^j^^ Mohammcd had done him, in not tak- 
ing up arms to defend Moftain, (who had 
fled for fhetter to his government) and in 
compelling that prince to abdicate the Ca- 
liphate. He confirmed to him the abfolute 
fovereignty of Chorafan, and the pofleffion 
of the government of Bagdat. 

The new Caliph finding himfelf in peace- 
able poflfeffion of the muffulman throne, 
made ferious refle<5tions on what had pafled 
in the empire during many years. The 
death of his father, his cxclufion from the 
CaliphatCj the eleftion of Moftain in his 

ftead. 
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ftead, and finally the depofition of that Ca- Mota*. 
liph, after which he had been reftored to Hcgyta 252. 
his rights; all which revolutions were brought ^^ ^' ^^* 
about by the intrigues of the Turks^ tho-^ 
roughly convinced him, that if fpeedy mea-* 
fures were not taken, the Caliphs would be 
always fubjedt to thfe will and Ambition of 
that infolent fdldiery, who, though foreign- 
ers, had prefunled to intermeddle in the go- 
vernment of the ftate. 

To rcmtedy this inConvefhiehce, MotzzHisirmdif^ 
formed a deflgn, abfolutely to free himfelf f^^J'^^^^ 
from this militia. He propofcd in the firftfignhehad 
place to deftroy the chief officers ; ^ft^^b^^^^^^L 
which he was in hopes he fliould meet withTvkiih«>rpsrf 
no difficulty in breaking that cdrps. He had 
a long conference on this fubjeft with Ahmed 
ben Ifniaely whom he appointed vizir at his 
acceffion to the throne. That minifter aibfo- 
iutely diffiiaded him from executing the de- 
fign ^ he iheWed hinfi that the atteoipt might 
be attended with very fetal ecmfequences j 
&nd that he himiblf might perhaps fall a 
facrifice to the fury of thofe defperate men^ 
ere he would be able to diminifh thei^ 
powers 

The Caliph therefore gave oVer the enter-^ 
pri&, a:nd mddenly fell into the cbhtfflry ex- 
treme ^ for be €ontra^ed a friendfhip with 
Waffif, and the other commanders of diat- 
body: He gave them corifiderable pofts, and 
affigned them large revenues, which onfy 

V01..IIL R i ferved 
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MoTA». fcrvcd to increafe their authority, and render 
H«yra>5a- them morc formidable, 
^^'^ ' He was foon made fenfible of the fault 
toTroSi to ^^ ^^^ committed. As he was naturally 
be put to apt to go from one extreme to another, he 
<^^- fufpeded his brother Mouiad, becaufe he 

waB a favourite with the people, and naught 
eafily.have put himfelf at the bead of a 
party : on this fufpicion he determined to 
caufe him to be apprehended. The Turks^ 
who loved that young prince, fliewed their 
difpleafure on that account, and ev^n threat* 
cncd to break open the prifon where he was 
confined. The Caliph prevented them by 
putting htm to death ; and that the. murder 
might not be laid to his charge, be fent fome 
per&ns to the prifon, who enclofed the prince 
in a large fkin of ermine, well furred*, 
till they ftifled him. When he wa^ dead, 
the Caliph caufed him to be expofed to pub* 
lick view, that all the world might imagine 
he died a natural 4eadi. 
Hcgyra 153. This expedient anfwered the Caliph's pur- 
Ci1.aBr.s67. pofej and die Turks, not fufpeding that 
prince was guilty of the death of his bro- 
ther, fufFered this event to pafs quietly over : 

* Momad dyiar in pnibn, it was reported in Bagdad that 
Motaz commanded thofc* that guarded Mouiad, to lay him 
naked and bound in ^&(noyVf that he might die ^tk the 
•cdU; and tbit the Odnph being Informed of the report, caufed 
the body to be wrapped up in the (kin of an erraine/ and ex- 
pofed to publick view, Id perftiade tile world that he died a 
natural death. DHahAot, p, 645, 

I but 
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but in the beginning Qf the following ycar,MoTA«. 
they ihowedi their difcantent oa account ofHegyraasj. 
their pay, which was retarded a few days. ^^' ^* ^7* 
This delay caufed an infurreftion, which had The Turks 
like to have put the whole city of Samarath "^"^^^ 
in a combuftipn : their officers ftrove in vain 
to appeafe thems they would not hear them 
Ipeafc. Waflif their commander, who was 
4ien at court, went to them immediately, by 
the Caliph'§ order, reckoning that his prc^ 
fence WQUld put a ftpp to the mutiny 2 but 
they laughed lit his remonftrances ; and the 
commander attempting to put his authority 
in execution, they fell on him and flew him. 
In the heighth of their fury they threatened 
to plunder the Qity i it became therefore ab- 
Iblutely neceflkry, to find the mofl fpeedy 
means pf fatisfying them ; and, by the help 
of a large fijm of money, an end was put 
to the revolt, 

This mutinous behaviour, and thefe me- Hcgyra 254, 
naces of the Turks, fo plainly manifbfted ^^' «r. 868. 
their contempt of the Caliph^s authority, Buga retires, 
that he was highly difpleafed with that fol- ^^^^^^! 
4iery i and in particular with their officers, reaioa. 
for not introducing amongft them a ftridt 
difcipline, which they flood fo much in need 
of : however, he ftrove to conceal his dif- 
pleafure. gut om pf the chief officers of 
that corp9 fpon perceived, that his prefence 
was no longer fo agreeable to the Caliph, as 
it h«i formerly been ; he therefore refolved 
to abfent hin^ifelf from court, and retire, fore-* 
R 2 feeing 
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MoTAz. feeing that the Turks would revolt on ad-- 
Hcgyra254. count of his abfence, and that he. ^might 
Ch. atr. 868. ^j^gj-^by ^^ furnifhed with an opportunity of 
punifliing the Caliph for his coldnefs. 

Things fell out as he forefaw. Buga, (for 
fo the officer was called) who was firnamed 
the Senior, to diftinguilh him fromhis younger 
brother, who had a command in the fame 
body; Buga, I fay, fuddenly departed from 
Samarath, and retired to the city of MolTul, 
where he waited for the efFefts which he 
doubted not would be produced by his flight; 
and he fbon received advice of die great dif- 
orders his Ibldiers had committed; 

So foon as the Turks were informed of 
his retreat, they ran to arms, and advanced 
even to the imperial palace, where they in- 
folently plundered great part of what they 
found in the apartments, and then retired to 
their quarters. Buga was no fooner inform- 
ed of this tranfaftion, than he returned to 
Samarath with fome new companies of 
Turks ; he caufed a report to be ipread, 
that he was come to punifti the fadlious, 
whofe infurredion he found was to be laid 
to his charge. 
Bttga is dc- The Caliph, who had received private in- 
^ed.^^ telligence, that Buga's real defign was to 
make an attempt upon his perfon, appointed 
an officer of diftind:ion named Walid-al- 
Magrebi, who was a perfon of great credit 
amongft the Muffiilmen,' to provide for his 
defence. That officer brought over a great 

©umber 
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number of perfons to the Caliph's intereft, Motaz. 
and at laft aflembled a body of troops fufii- JJj^ST^ 254- 
cicnt to face the Turks. He marched up to ' *'" 
Buga, and attacked him with fo much vi- 
gour and fuccefs, that the rebels were de- 
feated, and their commander was taken 
prifoner. Walid forthwith fent the news 
of this vidory to the Caliph, who or- 
dered Bugas head to be cut off and brought 
to him. This order was executed without 
delay, ajid the fedition was for a while ap- 
peafed. 

The death of Buga caufed the Turks fe- Hegyraajj. 
rioufly to refled: on the treatment they would ^^' '^^' ^^^' 
certainly meet with from the Caliph, in cafe ''i'H'^^y^J . 

^t /• /*• 1 1 • • 1 '^ 1 cnufe Saled to 

they xuftered him to nnprove the advantage be their chief. 
he had lately gained ; but on the other hand 
they were at a lofs to determine what mear 
fures they (hould take in order to keep him 
in awe, and prevent him from ufing them 
with feverity. They were indeed all ftout 
men, and able and willing to fight on occa- 
fion; but that was not enough: it was ne- 
ceffary to forefee events at a great diftance, 
to avoid them, or at leaft to be capable of 
artfully turning them to their own advan- 
tage. Thefe things were not to be expede^ 
from rude foldiers ; it was therefore necef- 
fary to appoint a chief, able to form opera- 
tions, and prefide over the execution of them, 
which the multitude was in no wife able to 
do. They were then thoroughly fenfiblc of 
the lofs they had fullained by Uic death of 
R 3 Waffif, 
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Mot Ait. Waffif, of Bagher, and of Buga j and they 
Hegyra 255. ftrove in fomc fort to repair it, by Appoint- 
CJi.».869. |j^g £^j. jj^^jj, chief commander Sakdi thfe 

fon of the fame Waffif; and they chofe for 
his colleague in the command Mdiammed, 
the fon of the Amc Buga, whdfe head thfe 
Caliph had commaftded to be ftrtick off, 
after he had befen defeated by W^lid* 

This election was no foottet over, than 
they raifed new difturbaftces In the (late ; 
their complaints al\^a)rs turned upon the 
withholding their pay : and it is amazing^ 
that after the firft inconvenience they felt 
from them, proper meafures Were not taken 
to break thofe mutineers^ in cafe they had 
thought fit to get rid of them, or to fumiih 
money for their punctual payment^ if they 
refolved to keep them on foot. 

But the<^aliph and his minifters were un^ 
happily in a kind ()f lethargy, which pre«- 
vented them from ufing die due means of 
prefenring the peace and tranquillity of the 
ilate t this negligence was the caufe of the 
Cfeliph^s d^ruftion. The Turks having, 
with their accuftbmed infolence, demanded 
tfefeir tnoney, they wet-e fefufed^ and told 
^re was noiie for ihem. This ^nfwer, fo 
unlikely tb prote faiisfaajory to a jfet of mu- 
tiiieetis, tfifeW ^ Tritk^ into a rage^ and 
j»«fB^ed t^% m <»mmit ^e §:mit{k e^^ 

They commit t1«y W^Kt fa it fMfy to tWack iJlc vfeir 

^"^ iAl^tid«ft}^ydl4!M^Mdhim,^AiidtMk 

away 
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away all they could lay their hands on. Mota», 
Froni thence they marched to the imperial Hcgym 255. 
palace, and, having feized all the avenues,^^'*'**^' 
appointed fome of their officers to go to the 
Caliph's apartment, and force him either to 
give them their pay or refigtt the crown. 

Thefe officers performed their orders with They kill the 
as much brutality as their principals could^^*P^- 
defif e. Having met with a denial from the 

Erince, they forcibly pulled him down from 
is throne ; and dragging him about by the 
feet, they beat him moft unmercifully, and 
finally obliged him to refign the Caliphate. 

The wretched Caliph died in a fhort time : 
but hiftorians do not agree in the accounts 
they give of his death. Some fay that the 
Turks (hut him up in a ftove, and ho 
having afked for fomething to drink, they 
gave him iced water mixed with poifon* 
Others relate, that they baniflied him to 
Bagdat, where they gave him meat, but de- 
nied him any dri^k, and that at laft he died 
of thirft. 

£1 Makin tells us, that they kept him 
three days without either food or liquor; and 
afterwards fhut him up in a cellar, where he 
was found dead the next morning. 

This prince died about the middle of the 
fourth year of his reign, aged only twenty 
years. He was a very voluptuous man, fays 
El Makin, and heeded nothing but his plea- 
fures, for the fake of which he totally neg- 
leded all bufinefs of the ftate. 

R 4 Abul 
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MoTikc* Abul Faragius relates (bmething very tx-^ 

5^8y»*S5' traordinary, touching the mother of this 

** ^' ^' prince^ whofe name was Cahibah. This 

PitxKgioas woman was poflefled of immenfe trcafures, 

c^Msl^ which fhe kept concealed atSamarath, where 

ther. ihe refided, and where (he was, more than 

once, a witnefs to the outrages committed 

by the Turks on her fon, for want of their 

pay ^ and on the lafl occurrence, in which 

the Calif^ loft his life, it was in her power 

to have quelled the infvirreftion, only byfa- 

crificing a fmall portion of her riches : but 

this avaricious and unnatural mother chofe 

rather to fee her fon perifh, than to part with 

the leaft trifle to fave him. 

The Caliph who fucceeded Motaz, forced 
this princefs to confefs where her treafure 
was hid; and they found, according to 
Abul Faragius, feveral millions of gold, a 
bufhel-rfuU of emeralds, as many of the 
fineft and lai^eft fort of pearls, and half a 
buihel of red hyacinths : and though pof- 
feflfed of fuch an heap of riches, the cruel 
parent fufFered her fon to be deprived of the 
frown, for want of money to preferve it. 
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MOTHADI-BILLAH, MoTHAm. 

Hegyra 255, 

The THIRTY-THIRP CAUPH, /^h»^-%- 

MOTH ADI was the fon of Wathek^ 
£illah, who poiTefied the muiTulmati 
throne immediately after MotaiTem. He 
was, like his predcceflbr, raifed to the Cali- 
phate by the Turks 3 and like him, he fell 
fL facriiice to their brutality. 

This prince was formed to reign in better 
times* Born with thofe quaUties which 
pidorn a throne, and do honour to humanity, 
he would have revived amongft the Muflul-' 
men the golden days of Omar and of Ma-» 
nxon ; but having attempted to correfl: the 
infolent behaviour of fcditious men, they 
revolted againft him, and put him to a cruel 
death, after he h^d reigned abovt eleven 
months. 

The divifions which had fo long prevailed Methods Mo- 
in his dominions, having brought on a gene-- conesti^ai 
jral confuiion, the Caliph, with great ]5>irit, rors which 
undertook in perfon to remedy fo great a^J^^^,^"* 
misfortunet This prince therefore gave no* ment. 
tice thftt, for the future, his people fhould 
not apply for redrefs to his minifters, but to 
himfelf. He was refolved to enquire into 
their differences and diiputes, and to ftriv^ ^ 
to accommodate them : he alio brought the 
f xpencQS of his houihold within due bounds ; 

9»4 
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MoTHADi. ^d far from following the example fet by 
Hegyra255. the generality of his predecelTors, who were 
Ch, «r. S6^. always in want of money to pay their troops, 
whilft they fpent immenfe fums in feafts, 
and in ufelefs pomp and ceremonies, he 
made fuch prudent regulations in the ma- 
nagement of his revenue, that he found, 
from the beginning, it was fufiiclent to an- 
fwer all his wants, without the taxes which 
had been ufually laid on the fubjedts : he 
therefore fupprefled the greateft , part of 
them, and thereby gained the hearts of all 
his people. 

fieiides thefe regulations, which were {o 
advantageous to his fubje£ts» he corrected 
many errors which had crept in amongft the 
Muifulmen. He prohibited all game^ of 
harard, the ufe of wine, and dances* He 
drove out of his dominions the ftage-play-^ 
ers, buffoons, and fuch fort of perfons : he 
put away the elephants, wild beads, and 
even the dogs for hunting ; in a word, all 
that had before occafionea great expenses in 
the palace of the Caliphs. 

The things which were prohibited by thii 
new (xdcr, were for the moft part forbidden 
by the mufluhnan law, namely the Koran i 
but religion was long fince become no more 
than an empty name amongft them. Mo* 
thadii who was a very ^isealous man^ aivd 
pra<ftifi»i ail the duties of > his religion with 
the utntioft eicaidfaiefs, revived d:^ venera^ 
tk)n which evofy good Mahometan ought to 

bear 
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bear to the book of the prophet. He com- MotiiADt. 
ittonly c&rried it about with him ; and when H«gyra 255. 
he fat in hi^ tribunal, (as was his^ cuftom) ^^* ^' ^^• 
to adminiftef juftict to hi« fubjcds, he al*- 
wa)^ had the Kofan in his hand^ and judged 
tht feveral caufes according to the decifiOhS 
contained in that book. 

This prince, whowasfojuft, fo rational, Hegyra 255, 
and fo coriipaffionate to the wretched, muft^^- ^''-s?©- 
have been filkd With indignation, when l^^SS'T 
heard that the extreme avarice of his prede- the treafi^e 
ceflfor's mother had proved the caufe of that '^e had amafc 
Caliph'^ death. He was ftmck with horror ^^^' 
^tlhe account of the immenfe riches which 
that greedy Wdtnan had concealed. He 
caufed her to Appear before him 5 and com*^ 
pelled her to Confefs where (he had buried 
them. She wa§ vtry linwilling to difdofe a 
fecret which fo nearly touched her, but Ihe 
was forced to obey : and having pointed out 
the place, the tttalure already mentioned in 
the clofe of the reign of the unfortunate Mo- 
taz, was accordift^y found in a ftrong vault 
under^gfound. The prince Aought he could 
not iftlii^ on her a more fevere puniftiment, 
than to deprive her of her darling riches, 
which ihe was fo unable to apply to proper 
ufes. 

ttiis vahable confifc^ition was a ftind al- 
tinoft inexhauftiMe in the hands of a prince 
who was always frugal, excfci* in relieving 
die uhfoftanatei whofe number he had al- 
ttiady dimiftiflied^ by iftking off the gteateA 

part 
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MoTHADi. part of the taxes- The methods he took to 
Hc^rra256. retrench all that favoured of luxury, had 
Ch. SET, 870. ^j^^ procured him large fums of money ;' fo 
that he had fufficient to anfwer all the pur^ 
pofes of the ftate, without being obliged to 
opprefs his fubjed:s. As to his pcrfonal ex- 
pences, they were very inconfiderable : in 
refpeft to which hiftorians tell us, that the 
Caliph, after Omar's example, took but a 
very fmall fum out of the treafury for hii^ 
own maintenance, 
Hepropofes Having thus regulated his court and his 
Sria^ifcT^ ftate, Mothadi propofed to introduce a ftri(3: 
plineamongftxjifcipline amongft the Turkifti troops ; but 
ttt>p^^^ it was. too late for the making fuch an at- 
tempt, a$ that corps was become very power- 
ful ; he refolved, however, to reftrain their 
infolencc, and keep them within due bounds 5 
tot this only drew on him their refentment^ 
and indeed, all his endeavours proved un- 
fuccefsful and moft unfortunate. 
They revolt. Bankial, one of the principal Turkiih oflS- 
cers, having committed a capital crime, the 
Caliph caufcd him to be apprehended, and 
refolved to puniih him , to fet an example to 
the r^ft of that body 5 but fo foon as the 
Turks heard of the imprifonment of that 
officer, they rofe up in arms, and came in a 
tumultuous manner to the imperial palace, 
loudly demanding that the prifoner ihould 
be fet at liberty. 

The Caliph, unmoved at their clamours^ 
boldly refufed to fatisfy the mutineers 5 and 

as 
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as they began to attack his guard, in order to Mothadk 
force their way into the paiiace, Mothadi, to Hegyra256*. 
deprive them of all hopes of releafmg Ban- ^ ' ^' ^'®' 
kial, caufcd his head to be cut off and thrown 
down amongft the Turks, who ftill obfti- 
natcly continued their attack. 

The fight of the bloody head was fofar 
from intimidating them, that it added to their 
fury, which was ftill augmented, when Ta- 
gabri, the fon of Bankiai, put himfelf at the ' 
head of the rebels, to revenge himfelf on the 
Caliph : they redoubled their attacks ; and 
as fome troops arrived to reinforce the pa- 
lace-guard, a fet battle enfued before they 
could force their way -.however, at laft they 
gained entrance, and afcended to the Caliph's 
apartment, ftill fighting with fuch as de- 
fended the ftair-cafe. 

The intrepid Mothadi, prcferving his dig- 
nity in the midft of this tumult, appeared in 
perfon with the Koran hanging on his breaft, 
and his fword in his hand : in this manner 
he advanced up to the Turks, with fuch 
men as were about him, and a frefli adion 
happened, in which the Turks gained the 
advantage : they flew or wounded all that 
attempted to defend the Caliph ; and at laft 
eafily feized that prince, who was fcarce able 
to make any refiftance, on account of two 
very confiderable wounds he had received. 

Thcfe defperadoes treated the Caliph in a 
moft unworthy manner. They required 
him, in terms fqll of infolence, to refign the 

Caliphate^, 
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MoTHADi. Caliphate. They even cruelly beat; himi to 

ch^'^g^o fQ^^^himtofurrenderth^tdignkyj but Mo- 
. icr. 70. ^^jj^ cpnftant in the midft of fo great ad- 
verfuy, abfolutdy refufed to cc^mply: tj\ey 
therefore continued their outrages on his per- 
fon, till the arrival of one of Bankial's rela-? 
tions, who put an end to the uproar, bv 

2^^^P^"ftabbing the Caliph with a dagger, of which 
he died on the fpot. 

Hischaraficr. Such was the end of one of the moft vir- 
tuous Caliphs that ever fat on the muiTnlman 
throne. Hiftorians concur in acknowledg-* 
ing bis eminent qualitieSt He had a noble 
foul, and an elevated ynderftanding* The 
great fwectnefe of his difpofition, and his na-. 
tural love of jufticq and equity, added a dig- 
nity and luftre to his action?, and even to hh 
perfon, and recalled to the ounds of his peo^ 
pie the halcyon days of former reigns. 

According to El Makin, this prince wn 
low of ftature, and of a handfomc counte- 
nance. His complexion wag browuj the 
fore part of his head bald, and his beard long 
and thick. 
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M T A M E P-B t L t A H.mot, 

Hegyra 2c6. 

The THIRTY-FOURTH CALIPH/ Ch.«r.87o- 

A l^TEK the death of Moth^di, the^ 
Jl\, Turks placed on the throne "Motamed 
cbn Motawakel. This election was the laft 
ad of power which they executed in the fa- 
racenick empire ; for the. authority they 
ufurped there, was entirely deftroyed undeir 
the reign of this Caliph. It was however 
only for a time ; for in the fequel they re- 
gained their influence, and their chiefs, for 
the nioft part, formed Dy nafties, which were 
afterwards eftabliflied m Choraian* Khua- 
refm, Egypt, and even in the. Jndiejj. 

Motamed was the fbn of Mptawakel, and 
brother to MontafTer andMotaz, his prede* 
celTors in the Caliphate, The father of this 
prince did not intend he fliould poffefs th€ 
throne ; on the contrary, he had formally 
excluded him from it : but fortune deter- 
mined otherwife, and he was crowned by 
the fame fafiion which dethroned his coufin 
Mothadi. 

The affairs of the empire put on a new Motamed'* 
face under the reign of this Caliph ; not that cl^araaer. 
he was poflefled of any talents to qualify him 
for governing. " He was a debauchee," fays 
El Makin, " that loved gaming and diver- 
jQons, for which he negledted the govern- 
ment 
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MoTAiiED. mentof the ftate." But he was fo fortunate^ 

Hcgyra 256. as to placc his whole authority in the hands 

* 870* q{ a prince equally able and prudent, and in 

all refpeds well qualified to rule a nation^ 

either in war or in peace. 

It was his own brother named Muaffek ; 
like him alfo excluded by his father from the 
fucceffion to the Caliphate. And though he 
did npt attain that dignity, yet he was in- 
vefted with fuch abfolute power in his bro- 
ther's life-time, that it might wdl be faid 
It was he that reigned. 
End pat to We ire not told, what mcarutes ha took 
rf Ac^SSfe *^ ^^^^^ *^ infolence of the Turkifh band, 
jxaid. ^nd by degrees to deftroy their authority^ 

Hiftorians only fay, that hfi undertook (b 
difficult a tafk, and in time performed it : and, 
in order to prevent that unfuly corps front 
raifing any future difturbances in the capital, 
he formed means to employ them in a foreign 
war, which he relblved to carry on againft 
the Zinghians, who about two years before 
Expedition had made an inroad into fome provinces of 
SgWa^! ^^^ muffulman ftate, of which they kept; 

poffeffion by force of arms. 
Hegyra257. This people came from Zanguebar, a 
Ch.aer. 871. province on the eaft coafts of Africa. They 
were followers of an impoftor who had 
alTumed the name of Mahomet, and pre- 
tended to be defcended from that prophet. 
As he was mafter of all the talents neceflary 
for feduftion, he foon gained a great number 
of adherents, whom he caufed to take up 

2 arms^ 
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urms by virtue of his own authority ; and he Motamso. 
then aSumed the title of prince of the Zing- Hcgyra 257. 
hians. _ ' ^ ^^-•«7'' 

This impoftor taking advantage of the in-* 
teftine divifions which prevailed in the muf- 
fulman empire, about the 255th year of the 
Hegyra, got footing in the country of Cufah, 
and Baforah; and extending his c(»iquefts» 
he got poffeflion of almoft all Arabian Irack. 
And he fo eftabli£hed his power in his newly 
acquired dominions, that he tranfmitted them 
to his pofterity. 

At the time Motamed afcended. the throije, 
the Zinghians, not contented with.th^ir foi:- 
mcD conqucfts, ftrove- to encreafe the. bounds 
of their territories. And in aftiort time in- 
telligence arrived, that they had adually en- 
tered th€ frontiers . of Perfia^ and committed 
terrible rivages there. ' 

- MuaiFek having taken the neceffary mea- Hegyra 258. 
fures to prderve the peace of the capital^ re- ' ^^ ^^** 
folved to march out againft that people, and 
fubdue them. To this end he raifed a nu- 
merous army, in which he incorporated the 
whole Turkifh militia, in order to fend them 
from Samarath, where they had long been 
the authors of fuch great troubles^ 

This expedition was not fuccefsful : fpight 
pf Muaifek's confummate fkill in the art of 
war, he could gain no advantage over thofc 
Africans : twice he fought them in a pitched 
battle, and was as many^ times defeated ; in^ 
fpmuch that he ilood in need of all his cx- 
' Vol. Ill S perience 
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MoTAMED. perience to prevent his troops from being to^ 
Hcgyra 258. tally routed. He was therefore at laft obliged 
Ch.«r. 872, jQ come to an accommodation with them; 
after which he returned to Samarath, and 
diligently applied himfelf to the management 
of the (bte. 
Ch^^^ g59- About the fame time a revolution happened^ 
' ^' 73- ^hich put an end to the Dynafty of the Ta- 
Dyn^tv^^^^herians, who had maintained themfelves in 
Taiicrian*. Chorafan many years. Mahomet ebn Tahcr 
was then the reigning priiK:e of that Dynafty^ 
For fome time he kept up the glory of his 
anccftors, but having afterwards given way 
to excefles, he totally negteded his affairs* 
Rife of the He hadj to his great misfortune, neighbours 
g^^^° who were adive and vigilant, and who were 
alio extremely deiirous of ilgnalizing diem^ 
felves by feats of arms, and c^fubduing fuch 
countries as they might be able to form into 
a fovereignty. His moft dangerous neigh- 
bour was Jacoub ebn Leitz, who was after- 
wards founder of the Dynafty of the So- 
ffarites.* This prince, who had butjuit 

* The Dynafty of the SofTaritesy took its name Georti the 
trade which was exercifed by Leitz» chief of that family. As 

%s had been a tinker, after he followed the trade of war, h^ 
was defiroos to preferve a remembriince of his ftt-mer 
condition: he therefore took the fixname of SofF^r, which 

./igni£es a workman in brafs, or a tinker. From whence his 
deicend^ts were called Soi&ritcs. They formed a Dynafty, 

.after the extin^on of theTaherians^andfignalized themfelves 
in Aiia, where they conquered the provinces of Chorafan, Tar 
bareftao, and Sejeilan. They fixed theYeat of their empire in 

•the cities of Merou ajid Ni(hal)oiir» and were at laft deftroyei 
by the S^tmaAidc^,. a« will be made appear in the fequel. 

? cnteped 
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entered upon his grand projeft, had garnedMotAiiiED. 
poflcffion of the provHice of Sejeftah . Jfaving Hcgyri 259. 
rcflea^ed how e^fily Chorafan might be con-^^- ^''- ^5- 
queredi a^ it was governed by a prince'fo in-^ 
Capable of making a defence, he rcfohed 
ttfiindcrtake that enterjmze* 
' He therefore; ttiarched at the head of his 
troops, and entered Chorafan. Mahonnet, 
who was then at Nifliabour, his capital, wasJ 
greatly furprifed at the news : but, tnftead of 
putting himfelf mto a proper pofture of de- 
fence, he only fent Jacoub, one of his chief 
officers, to enquire by what authority he pre- 
fumed to enter his dominfcns vMi an armed 
force? and whiether he did fo by' virtue 
bf a commiffion under the Caliph's hand 
and fcal ? 

jacoub drew his cymet^r, And fhewing it 
to the officer, returned this anfwer : ^^ Go 
tcl! your mafter this is nty cotumiffion/* and 
without further delay he marched on to Ni* 
fhabour,' which he took alrtioft'^s foon as he 
ftt down beforeit. Mfthomet abandoned his ' 

capital oil the approach of the ctxetAys army ; 
but Jacoub fent a body of forceps after him^ 
by whom he was lb warmly puffoed, that he 
was taken : his whole faniily were ^Tfo feized, 
and theft: efFeds canfifcated ; arid the vicflor 
pufhing on his conquefts, entered Tabarcftan', 
of v^f hich he giined pofleffion • 

Though the dtftruftiorf of the Taherian Hcgyra 260. 
Bynaftjr was bf no great advantage to the ^*^*^- ^7^ 
<^^iph;, las anothc^r had arifen in its flead, 
\' - "1' S 2 yet 
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MoTAMEP. yet the news of Mahconet's defeat gave great 
Hcgyrzi6o. pkafure to the court of Samaratb. As ta 
CLxT. 874. jacoub, they propofed to deal with him as 

time and circumflances would permit. : . 
The CaHph They did not therefore take the leaft ftep 
raS^Sdw- ^^ difturb that prince in his new conqueft;^ 
turns to Bag. and nothing paiTed that year of greater mo- 
^*^ meat, than the change of the Caliph's place 

of refidence» and the removal of his court. 
He quitted the city of Saroarath> where the 
Abailians had confbintly redded from the 
time of Motaffem who founded it, and went 
to dwell at Bagdat, which became once more 
the capital of the muilulman empire. 
Hegyra26i. The Caliph had not long been arrived at 
ch. XT. 875. j^is j^ew abode, when he took m^eafures to 
He regulates regulate the fucceffion to the throne* He 
ibe fucceffion. appointed his fon GiafFer tobe his fucceflfor, 
^nd dire<^d, th^t on his fon's death, his un-*' 
cle Muaffek (hould poffeis the crown ; but 
this diipoJ[itipn proved inefiedtual, 
Jacoub revolts Whilft the courtiers \yere yet employed in 
K^^^*^* providing tbcmfelves proper convcjaiencies in 
^* Bagdat, they were greatly alarmed by a 

prince, of whom they had not yet enter- 
tained the leaft fear. It was the fame Jacoub, 
the conqueror ^f Mohammed, who had taken 
up arms» and was approaching at the head 
of his troops. 
Hegyra262. This prince. purfued his conquefts, made 
a1.aa-.876. himfelf mafter of all' Arabian Iraki-and 
maintained himfelf ther? in, a itat;e dFitwk^ 
pendency j but he baci not before pr^inmi 



die ARABIANS. 261 

openly to throw ofF the Caliph's authority. Mot a *e». 
Emboldetfcd i by fuccds, he took ofF the Hc^yw z6z. 
mafque, and appeared in arms^ againft Mo-^**-*^'^^ 
tamed. The conqueror did *not lofe time / 
in plundering. the frontiers; he boldly: inarch- 
ed flrait to Bagdat, refolved to attack the fo-^ 
vcreign in his capital. 

Tlie news of his march threw that city 
into the utmoft oonfafion J The inhabitants, 
who were almoft defeilcelefs, thought they 
already faw the enemy in pofleffion of liieic 
ei^£ts, and die whole city in a flame; but 
the brave Muaiibk foon delivei«d them from 
thdr fears. By his great care and adtivity, 
2 eoniiderable army was raifed, and in a very 
fhort time in a condition to march :c he put 
himfelf at the head of the troops^ and went 
forth to face Jacoub. 

Thcfe two princes, with their armies, be- MuaiJ^k dc-^ 
ing in fight of each other, fought a battle, J^^^^^^°* ^° * 
and ea:ch of them did all that prudence and 
experience could fuggeft to gain the vi<ftory : 
at laft, after many onfets given, and fuftained 
with the greateft intrepidity, Jacoub's troops 
were broke : the general viinly ftrove to re^ 
ftc^e the batde ; his .troops were put to a 
total root, and he was forced to take to 
flight. 

This advantage was followed by another, Hcgyra 263. 
which MuafFek deemed almoft equal to aCh. aer.S;;. 
vidtory : it was the death of Mufa, the fon of 
fiuga, one 6f the chief officers of theTurkifh 
corps* The lofs of this officer, added to the 
S 3 wife 
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MQTAMtf>. -wife and timsly meafiire s which MuafFek had' 
Hpg)rra963, taken to rcftrain that body, fo diminUfacd 
cu^aer. «77^ ^^^j^ powcFi diBt thcy wcfc foott for(;ed en- 
tirely tbfubnak to thr Caliphs. ^ . 
' By the defeat of-fo powerful an enemy^: 
nod d^e fubmiflion ^of the feditious Turks, 
tranquillity was reftored to Bagdat^ and great 
joy di^Htfed ever tbeixdide court ^ .hawever, it 
Wtis' a little abated by>:the inteltigence which 
arrived from ^crai places almoft at the 
fame dme. 

- A report was fpr ead that Jacoub ebn LeitZy 
iri hopes of repairing the lo(s he fuflained in 
his late defeat^ bad Jet on foot another con-^ 
fiderable army^ and was preparing to march 
dirfdly to Bagdat, in order to beiiege that 
tity ; however, all this great preparatbn 
came to nothing. Jacoub indeed began his 
march, but on the way he was feized with a 
violent cholick, which carried him off in a 
few days. He left his dominions to Amrou 
fcbn Leitz his brother, who was the feccnd 
prince of the Dynafty of the Soffarites. 
Amrou found means to come to an accom^ 
modatioft with Motamed, and upon fuch 
terms, th^t the Caliph not only pardoned th^ 
treafon which he and his brother had cbm4 
mitted by their ufurpations, but alfo granted 
and confirmed to Amrou thq poffeffion of the 
country they had ufurpcd by letters patents 
under his hand and feaL 
Ahmet be- This princc might poflibly find it neqcflary 
l^no^Y^t.^^- grant fuch .advantageous conditions to Am* 



rou 



J 
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•rdu, that he might be the better enabled to Motamed. 
•face a powerful enemy who rofe up in E^gypt> Hegyra 264. 
and who threatened to deprive the Caliph of ^^" *'-^77' 
the fovcreignty of that vaft province j in which 
defigr^ he aftuidly facceeded. Thi^ rebel 
was called Ahoiet ben TholoO, aisjd was foun^ 
.der of a Dynsiifty known in hiftory by the 
name of the Thdonites. The Abailians had 
appointed him governor of Egypt. Having 
for many years governed that province, un- 
der the authority of the fovcreigns who cm- 
ployed him, he grew weary of dependence; 
and refolved to ihake off the yokjc, fo foon 
as he ibould be ftrong enough to attempt! it. 
At laft he openly declared himfelf, arid fo 
well fecured the pofl'eflion of his newly-ac- 
quired dominions, that he tranfmitted them 
to his pofterity. 

Whilftthe rebels were ftrengthening them- The Greeks 
felves in Egypt, news was brought to theP"^°*^T^ 
Cmif^s court ot the lofs they had fuitained Mdrulmen. 
00 the fide of Greece. Abdallah cbn Rafliid, 
governor for the Caliph of a province bor* 
dering on the Grecian dominions, made an 
irruj)ti6n into the territories of the Greeksj 
flew the inhabitants of moft of the towns, 
and carried off their effeiSts. As he was re- 
tiriiig from a place called Badandurium, the 
inhabitants of Seleucia and fome neighbour^ 
ing places, joined their forces ; and having 
put themfelve^ under the command of men 
Skilled in .the art of war, they marched in 
queilof theMuflulmen, wjlth a refolution to 
, S 4 charge 
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MoTAMED, charge them, in hopes of recovering the 
Hcgyra264. booty. They furprifed them in a narrpw 
Ct aw. 877. pj^g^ ^^^ £^ furrounded them, that it was 

Erefumcd not one of them could efcape : 
owever, five hundred of the moft refolutc 
nmongft the MuiTulmen, cut their way 
through the Greeks fword in hand, and rode 
off full fpecd; all the reft were flain, except 
a few of the chief officers, who were taken 
prifoners, and fent to Conftantinople. 

As this misfortune was folely owing to 
the governor's mifcondud, he would have 
been feverely punifhed if he had been in the 
Caliph's power; but they found he was 
amongftthenumber of the prifoners: nothing 
therefore remained but to deplore the lofs 
of the unhappy Muffulmen, who perifhcd 
on that occafion. 
Hcgyfa26e. The rcvolt of Ahmet ben Tholon, was 
Ch.a5r.878. an affair of much greater confequence. The 
Ahmet ukei Caliph thought he inflidted a fevere puniih**^ 
many towns, j^ent on that rebel, in caufing curfes to be 
denounced againft him in the publick pray- 
ers. Ahmet, who only laughed at a bare 
ceremony, which in no wife diminifhcd his 
authority, fhewed the court of Bagdat that 
he was provided of the means of making 
himfelf formidable : he took up arms, and 
attacked many confiderable places of the 
muffulman empire. His firft defign was to 
have fallen upon Aleppo, to revenge himfelf 
on Siman, governor- of that city, who was 
his perfonal enemy ; but having been in** 
I formed, 
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Ifonned, that this officer wa& at Antioch, beMoTAMiD. 
went to feek him there, and laid fiegc to the Hcgym 265. 
place. The inhabitants made a gallant de- ^^' "^^ ^^^' 
fence, but they Were forced to yield to fii- , 
perior ftrength ^ and the vindidrive Ahmet, 
having made himfelf mafter of the town, 
caufed ftridt fearch to be made for Siman, 
and fo foon as he found the governor, he 
caufed him to be put to death* From thence 
he led his vidkorious troops to Aleppo, which 
he alfo took, ^ter along fiege ; and puAiing 
on his conquefls, he feized Damafcus, EmefTa, 
Hamathan, Kennefrin, and, in fhort, all the 
places which he found on his way even to 
Taga. . 

At the very time Ahmet was making Hegyra 266. 
thefe conquefts, and when he had reafon to ' ^^' ^^^' 
expeft the Caliph would be greatly enraged The Caliph 
againft him, he, to his great furprize, re-^^^^^^ 
ceived a letter from that prince, wherein, againft Moat 
far from complaining of the injury done^^*^ 
him by this revolt, and feizing his territo- 
ries, he implored Ahmet's afliftance againft 
MuafFek. The Caliph repented he had 
given fo much power to his brother ; not 
that he abufed it, but becaufe all peribns 
made their applications to him. He had a 
more numerous and fplendid: court than his 
fovereign. Motamed's jcaloufy was excited 
on this account -, he was fo mean-ipirited 
as to dirow himfelf into the arms of a manr 
who was ipoiling him of his dominions, 
>dnd to induce him^ to take up arjns againft 

bis 
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MoTAMiD. his own brother, who. had cfFedtually ferv^ 
Heg5rra266. him on thc moft trying occafions/ It evoa 
^*''*^-^79-^pcars, according to El Makittv that the 
Caliph not only wrot« to Ahmet on that 
;&ibj€£t, but even held a perfonal conference 
eWtth the rebel to engage him the more 
warmly to efpoufe his intereft. 

Ahmet returned fuch an anfwer as mig^ 

jiave been expe<9:ed from the mod loyal 

ihbje<3:. He. told the Caliph he was ex^ 

trenicly well plcafed to meet with an oppw^ 

tunity of ferving him ; and he promifed to 

iend him fpeedy aiiidance : it appears hoWr 

ever, that he was in no great ha^c to per* 

form his promife. He fhcwed indeed fom^ 

little inclination toTatisfy Motamed $ but it 

was cmly by making ufe of the fame. cxpe4 

dicnt, as had been fo inefFeftually employed 

in his own cafe. 

Hegyrazfi;. .He wrote to the governors of. fuch pro-* 

CL «r. 880. yij^ces as fubmitted to his authority, to omit 

Ahmet holds the name of ^4uafFek in the publick pTzytrs^ 

Mapmbiy of fjjj. hg ^as named next to theCaliph, as being 

inc lorda of /.'-it.- t t ^t rt ^ 

Syria and to fuccced him m thc throttc. In a ihort 
tgy pt on this time Ahmed gave : notice to thc nobles^ of 
Egypt and Syria to be,prcfent.5tf a general 
council, which he appointed to be forthwidi 
held, to deliberate on the means of rcftoring 
the Caliph's authority, by depriving Muaf-? 
fek of the power he had enjoyed ever fince 
l4ie commencwnent of his brother's nfign. 

They all appeared at the time and place 
appointed j and Ahmet having more fully. 
I . * explained 
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explained the matter, which was butiflightljr Motamsb. 
touched on in his circular letter, they agreed Hegy» ^67* ' 
it was right to aft againft Muaffek, and ^^ "^^^^ 
they promifcd their aiMance whenfoevcr it 
fliould be required. ... ^ / ■■ 

However, this ftep was ftrongly oppofed by 
Obcar, Ahmet's chancellor, who reprefenjted 
that they had no right to decide the fate of 
Mdaffek, until the Caliph himfblf had pub- 
Kckly annulled what he had fofolemnly done 
in behalf of that prince. " My lord," faid he 
to Ahmet, •* you have laid before us the Ca^ 
liph's letters^ which contain in account oi 
the choice he had made of his brother to. be 
his colleague, and fucceflbr in the empire; 
Be pleafed now to (hew us any letters from 
that prince, by which he revokes the for- 



mer." 



Ahmet, ina rage,anfwered, " It is enough 
that I tell thee the Caliph is not now aUe to 
make fuch a revocation -, Muafiek treats him 
like a prifoner. But I fee which party you 
favour, and I fhall prevent your making any 
furdier declaration -, and (hall this moment 
eaufe yoo to be apprehdnded, and refumeall 
the favours I have fo liberally beftowed on 
you." This menace was executed on die 
fpot ; Ahmet drfmiffed his chancellor, put 
him in prifon, and entirely ftfipped him of 
all his effefts. 

. Though many of the council favoured 
the chancellor's opinion, yet they were fo in- 
timidated at the treatment he had met with 

on 
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on account of his oppofition, that they con-^ 
curred with Ahmet ; and it was agreed, that^ 
MuafTok (hould be no longer acknowledged, 
as colleague to Motamed in the Caliphate. 

It does not appear that thefe great prepa- 
rations came to any thing; at leaft, hifbrians 
do not fay that Ahmet performed the pro- 
mise he made to the Caliph. 

Nor do we find, on the other hand, that 
Muaffck paid any great regard to his bro-' 
ther's menaces, or Teemed to be daunted at 
the ailiftance which Ahmet agreed to give 
him. He took no other revenge on the lat- 
ter, than by cominanding curies to be de- 
nounced againfl him in the mo£ques at the 
time of publick prayers -, however, he waa 
refolvcd to take another kind of vengeance,* 
fo foon as he fhould have carried into exe-» 
cution a dcfign he had been long revolving 
in his mind. . . 

He refolved to march out againft the 
Zinghians, in order to recover the honour 
he had loft in being defeated by their troops. 
He therefore affcmbled a numerous army; 
^hd putting himfclf at their head, (with Mo-* 
thadi his fon) he marched out to meet the 
enemy. 

This expedition was more fuccefslul than 
the. former. The Zinghians were defeated 
in the firft adlion ; but, as the vidtor had 
fuftained by much the greateft lofs of men, 
they were foon in a condition of attempting 
to take their jevcnge, 
..J In 
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In the beginning of the next year a bat- Motambd. 
tie was fought in which the Zinghians were Hegyra 269. 
totally routed. A great number of their^^'*^-^^^* 
troops were killed, and the remainder were 
cither diiperfedt or taken prifoners -, even the 
prince who commanded them was obliged 
to betake hinifelf to a precipitate flight : 
MuaflFek fo clofely purfued him, that he 
overtook him in the province of Ahwaz> 
where he had taken fhelter with fuch of his 
trooips as had efcaped from the battle. He 
made an attempt to defend himfelf ; but his 
refiftance only ferved to occafion the deftruc- 
tion of die remainder of his forces : he was 
atlaft made prifoner, and his head was foon 
cut off and fent to Bagdat. After the death 
of this chieftain, the remains of the Zing- 
hians difperfed themfelves into different pro* 
vinces ^ and this party, which till that time 
had been fo formidable, was totally eradi* 
cated. 

So glorious an expedition had an amazing 
cfFedt in the whole mahometan empire, and 
particularly at Bagdat, where all men joined 
ingivingiMuaiFekdUie praife. EventheCaliph 
could not avoid ifhewing his gratitude for the 
great obhgations he had to him ; he publickly 
^ade his acknowledgments on that account 
by promifing him his friendfhip, and givipg 
him the title of Naffer L^dinillah, that is 
to fay, Protedtor of the muflTulman religion} 
And he continued to govern under that title 

^11 his death.' 

MuaJfFefe 
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MaafFck was dcfirotis of putting the laft 
hand to his renown, by turning his arms 
againft Ahmet, governor of Egypt ; but he 
had fcarce begun his march, when he re-^ 
ceivcd advice of his death. One would 
think that this event fbould not have pre- 
vented his departure ; for if he had marcfiecT 
into Egypt-with his forces, he might eafily 
have put an end to the revolt, l>y preventing 
the fon of Ahmet from heading the rebels j 
which event actually happened. But Mu- 
afiek feemed to have no more than a perlo- 
nal quarrel with Ahmet ; for fo foon as he 
heard of his death, he countermanded the 
orders he had iffucd ibr taking the field. 

El Makin relates many paffages, which 
place the charafter of this rebel In a very 
advantageous light : however he agrees, that 
he was cruel and blood-thirfly ; though at 
no other time but when he drew his Iword 
againft an enemy. On other occafions he 
was liberal, affeftionate, full of compaf?ion» 
and very charitable to the poor. It is af* 
ferted, that he diftributed each month three 
thoufand crowns, and gave one thoufand 
crowns more to fuch'as^ officiated in the 
mofques *. He did not confine his bounty 
to his province alone; he extended it even to 
the capital of the Caliph*s dominions, whi- 
ther he fent at one time two- millions two 



* Ahmet canfed amtigniikent ftior<|tie to be erefted betvwdeft 
Old and New Cairo, which is called to this day» the xnio^me 
of Ben Tolon. 

hundred 
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hiiiidiied thoafand gold crowns, part of Motajmsd. 
which was for the poor andinfirnpif and the Hegyra 270- 
refidue was beftowed in confiderable gifts to ^^' ^' ^^^ 
the learned, and fuch as cultivated lettets. 

But this was a trifle if compared to the ex- 
pence of his houfhold; for he had fevea 
nhoufand flaves> feven thouj&nd horfcs, eight 
thoufand mules, as many camels, and three 
hundred charging horfes for battle i befides 
this, the daily expence of his table was three 
thouiand crowns ; and which is very fur- 
prifing, notwithftanjding thefe great expences, 
ten millions of gold were found in his cof- 
fers lafter his death. He was, indeed, pof-^ 
ieffed of a prodigious revenue ; and it is af- 
ferted, that the government of Egypt alone, 
lurought him in yearly three hundred mil- 
lions of gold-f. 

: Ahmet, who was poflefled of fo great A Rife of Ah- 
fortune, was hy birth a Turk, and was in ^^^* 
his youth a flave at Mamon's court. He af- 
terwards enlifted in the Turkifh militia, 
which was in the fervice of the Caliphs, and 
having dii^inguifhed himfelf for his bravery, 

. t The abbot Reoaudoty in thehidory of his patriarchs of 
Alexandria, afTerts, that £1 Makin» and Herbelot, wha fol* 
lowed him, were both mifliaken in making the revenue of 
Bgypt attonnt to fo large a fam. He afiires us, from ap« 
proved authors, that this province brought in about fout 
millions three hundred thoufand deniers of gold, and not 
more; which was to from being incoofidierable, more efpe- 
oally as Egypt had bepn many timei ravaged by the Ara^ 
bianfi,and as the governors placed there before the days of Ah- 
met, had enriched themfelves by exha«iting it. Hift. Patriar. 
Alex., p. 33+. 

he 
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MwAHfu. he fbon attained a high command in thrf 
Hegyra 270. corps. At that time his Hvorth was well 
* ^' '' known at court ; and as he had agreatfocd, 
an elevated mind, and was a man of a faioft 
polite and engaging behaviour, he was held 
in the greateft efteem by the whold mufful- 
man empire ; and the govci*nments of Egjrpt 
and Syria becoming vacant, the Caliph Mb- 
taz thought he could not do better than to 
confer them on fo deferving a fubjedt. The 
revoltitions he caufed in the fequel, plainly 
fliewed that a more prudent choice might 
have been made. He left thirty-three male 
children, and was fucceeded by his ddeft 
fon called Hamarowiah. El Makin relates^ 
that when Ahmet approached his end, he 
raifed his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
cried out, " Lord have mercy on him who 
hath known no bdunds to his power 5 and 
fhew him in thefe his laft moments that 
thou wilt have compaffion upon him." 

From the deceafe of this prince. till the 
death of MuafFek, which happened ten years 
afterwards, nothing of moment paiied re- 
lating to the reign of Motamed ; and this 
imay be attributed tothediftemperwithw^hiCh 
MuafFek was attacked at the very time he 
was on the point of marching out againft 
Ahmet. He had already felt fonie few 
flight fits of the gout, but the malady now 
became habitual, and left him but fhort in- 
tervals of eafe. Being deprived of his wont- 
ed aftivity, and unable to ftir abroad^ all he> 

could 
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tould now do, wa& to make ufe of the few Motamed* 
moments in which he was free from his JJegyra 270. 
pains, in giving orders for the well govern- **^* '* 
ing of the ftate ; for though the Caliph had 
fhewn theutmoft difcontent and jealoufy, oii 
account of his brother's having aflumed the 
fole management of publick aijairs, he had 
not made the leaft ft^p towards taking the 
reins of government into his own hands. 

This prince was fo wedded to his plea- Parallel te- 
fures, that he had never taken the leaft pains ^^?^ ^^?* 
to mltruct himielf m the duty of a love- aiFek. 
reign : however, he was a man of wit, and 
had a tafte for the belles lettres^ for the 
arts, and particularly for mufick, of which 
he was paffionately fond j but he addid:e4 
himfelf to thefe kinds of ftudy, like a pri- 
vate man who had no other employment ; 
or when he had gone too great a length in 
his debauches, and not like a monarch who 
paid a due regard to his duty, and the bufi- 
nefs of the ftate, who ought no further to 
attempt the attaining fuch accomplifhments^ 
than as they may ferve to amufe and unbend, 
his mind after his more important occupa-- 
tions. 

MuafFek was of a very different difpofi-. 
tion. He at leaft equalled his brother in 
wit, and was endowed with a penetration of 
mind, fublimijty of fentiment, and above all„ 
an extraordinary ad;ivity in the adminiftra- 
tion of publick affairs, to which Motamed 
was an utter ftranger. This made him fuffer 

Vol. III. T with 
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MoTAMtu. with greater regret the pains of a diftempef 
Hcgyra«7o. which forced him talead a fcdentary life. 
. a*. « 3- Bm. j^g fjj^ ^y^ Qf ^he fovereign> or his rc- 
brefentative, is on ibme occafions more ef^ 
ie£hial than orders, lb, at ftidi times, his 
prcfettcewas indifpenfibly neceiTary; and at 
nc could not fit on horfeback, he contrived 
a kind of chair, or rather portablie oham-^ 
ber^ in which, placing himfelf iA fuch a 
|>ofition as was moft condudve to his eaie, a 
.[!., flavc continually rubbed his legs and feet 

with fhow, which he found to be th6 only 
means of alleviating his pains. This chair 
was carried by a certain number of flaves^ 
who were from time to time relieved by 
others, fortjr men attending for that pur-* 
pofe. 

Abul Faragius, from whom this fa6t is 
taken, mentions at the fame time a paffage, 
which not only (hews the grc^t humanity 
bf Muaffeck, but alfo gives us a high idea 
bf his charaftcr. That prince was far from, 
treating his flaveswith fo much harfhnefs and 
cruelty, as was ufual to the orientals; (and 
which is far from uncommon, in reipedt to 
fervants of another kind, amongft nations 
who pretend to be more polite) he thought 
his Servants were men like himfelf, and that 
there was no difference between them but 
what arofe from the caprice of fortune : h^ 
was fenfible of the trouble he gave them; 
and fomctimes faid to them, ^^ lam fure you 

muft 
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taiuft be wort, out with fadguje-: I jritjr ydtt ; Motam*»* 
but I am fo excruciated, that I would ra*- Hegyra %jo. 
tiier change conditioiis with you thaa remain ^^ ^* ^^' 
i»s I aijij for, fpight of your fa^gue^ yon 
enjoy perfed health." 

. The great pains' 'widi which this prince , 
was tormented, did not prevent him from 
cohtinuaily ufing his utmoft endeayours to 
jRTQmote the quiet, and advance the glory of 
t;he ftate, which he alone could have con# 
dudied under £o indolent a monarch as the 
Caliph ; and as he forefaw, that in ca& of 
his death the {late would be fo neglected aa 
to occaiion great diforders, he early accuf«> 
tomed his ion to bufinefs, that hr might 
"offiCt him in his life^time, and on his death 
might be capable of taking in hand the helm 
q£ government- 

Muaifek having thus pafled fcveral years^ Ht^^tj^. 
amidftthe hurry of bufincfs and the torments ^^' ^* ^^^' 
of the gout, at laft finiflicd his courfc in the Death of Mu- 
a^Sth year of the Hegyra, and the 891^ of ^ 
the Chriftian aera* The death of this prince 
was univerfally lamented in the mufTulman 
empire. His goodnefs, mildnefs, his capacity 
and bravery, had gained him the hearts of 
all the people. The grandees of the ftate, 
who knew him intimately, firom the fre* 
quent opportunities they had of being 
about his perfon, regretted his lofe the mwe 5 
and in order to give the higheft proof of 
regard to his memory, they intreated the 
Caliph to beftow on Mothaded his fan, all 
T 2 the 
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MoTAMBD. the honours and prerogatives which the fa-" 
Hegyra 278. ther had fo glorioufly enjoyed during his life- 
Ch. «r. 891. ^^^^ rj.^ ^j^jg requeft Motamed willingly 

confente^ ; but he had foon caufe to repent 
of his compliance. 
Mothaded his ^ S6 fooh as the Unlimited power of Mu- 
fon obliges aifek-was transferred to Mothaded his fon,' 
declare £m° ^^^^ prince refolved to take a^dvantage of the . 
hisfucceffor. Caliph's wealcnefs, and to open to himfelf a 
way to the throne; but as he could not fucceed 
in his defign, without firft removing GiafFer 
the fon of Motamed, whom the Caliph had 
ibme years before appointed to be his fuc- 
ceflbr, he held a conference on that fubjeft 
with the principal courtiers, who chufing 
rather to, fee him pofTefTed of the diadem, 
than the Caliph's fon, whom they difliked 
equally with the father, they refolved to go 
in a bbdy to the Caliph, to compel him to 
annul the appointment of his fon, and to 
nominate Mothaded in his ftead. 

This affair having been communicated to 
Motamed, he was greatly amazed at their 
prefumption, in making him an offer equally 
unkind and difadvantageous both to him and 
his fon ; he gave a very cold reception to 
thofe that made the propofal : however, as 
he found, that this deiign was not the work 
of an inconfiderable party, but that his 
whole court, and the principal men of the 
ftate, were attached to Mothaded, and de- 
firous of the excluiion of Giaffer, bethought 
-it abfolutely neceffary to comply with their 

requeft, 
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requeft, as the only means of preventmgMoTAMED. 
thofc difturbances which would inevitably 
have refulted from his refufal. 

This extraordinary event happened intheHcgyra279. 
beginning of the 279th year of the Hegyra. '*'^' ?^' 
There was a general meeting of the nobility ^ 
and chief officers of the ftate, in which the 
Galiph deprived his own fon of the right he 
had to fucceed him in the throne, and trans- 
ferred it to Mothaded. 

The univerfal applaufe which was fliewn Motamed's 
on the taking this ftep, encreafed the Ca- ^^^th. 
liph's grief 5 he was forthwith feized with a 
fit of melancholy, which foon brought him 
to the grave. He died of a quinfey, in the 
fiftieth year of his age, and the twenty- 
third year of his reign. His corps was car- 
ried frortl Bagdat to Samarath, where it waS 
buried. 

Acf ording to El Makin, this prince had a 
handfome countenance, but his complexion 
was fomewhat brown ; his head was large, 
and his face was pitted with thefmall-pox } 
his (hape was fauldefs, and his beard long, 
which, as well as his hair, was beginning to 
grow grey. - 

As to his charafter, it may be well knowA His charaflcr, 
from what has been faid of him in the ac- 
count of his reign. This prince loved nouglit 
but pleafure, and willingly refigncd to otliers 
•the management of the ftate. MuaiFek 
took advantage of his indolence, and gained 
fo great power 4s to govern the empire at his 
T 3 pleafure. 
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MoTAMt*. plcafurc. He wts abfolutc matter of tho 
Hegy»|79- finances; inf(^nuch that he fometiiB^a re« 
**• 9^' fufed to give the Caliph fuch fums as Kede-' . 
manded, on pretence he made am improper 
ufc of money, when he had it in his povi^er : 
in ihort, Motamed lavifhed his income away 
in trifling amufements, which were held in 
the highett contempt by fnch a man as Mu- 
affek. 

El Makin mentions fomc verfcs which 
the Caliph made one day, when his brother 
had denied him fomething he afk^d for. 
The verfcs purported as follows : " Js it oot 
amazing, that a man like me fhould be re-< 
fufed fuch a trifle ? My name furrounds thet^ 
whole world, and my hands are empty/' 

Amongft the learned men who dwelt at 
Bagdat, fince the time literature had been 
in requeft there, were two, who diftinguifh- 
cd themfelv,es in the reign of Motamed. 
The firft, who was called Alcendi, was the 
fon of Ifaac, governor of Cufah in tlie 
reigns of Mahadi and Haroun. He was a 
perfect matter of medicine, logick, aftro^ 
tiomy, philofophy, geometry, arithmeticki 
and mufick : they gave him the firname of 
The Philofopher, by way of excellence. 

Thefecond was a Chriftian, named Kofta 
ebn I.uca : he travelled over Greece, an4 
collected a great number of excellent works, 
which he tranflated into Arabick. An Ar- 
' menian lord, called Senarib, engagedrl^kim 

Jr his feryice, and there he patted the r^ft of 

his 
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liis days. They tvt&ed a tomb of marble M««Ai>tD. 
in memory of him, on which they caofcd ^a^ *79^ 
the figure of a lyre to be engraved : fm ho- '*'' ^^' 
nour which was, beftowed only oa , kings 
and legiflators. 



M O T H A D E D-B I L L A H, 

The THIRTY-FIFTH CALIPH. 

MOthaded ebn MuafFek was prg- 
claimed Caliph the next day after 
the death of his uncle Motamed ; and, on 
his acceffion to the crown, he fhewed he 
was worthy to wear it. Being brought up 
by a father, who, without afcending the 
throne, had abfolutely governed the ftate 5 
under him he karned the art of reign- 
ing, of which he gave fignal proofs during 
the whole courfe of his Caliphate. 

He was fure of the love of the people, 
,from their gratitude for his fathet's fervices ^ 
;and he encreafed it ftill more by the favours 
he beftowed on thein during the whole 
courfe of his reign, and even from the very 
firft fteps he took towards the throne. As 
he was entrufted with the management of 
the government immediately after his father s 
death, he foon difcovered that the people 
were over-burthened by the taxes of the pre- 
ceding year, fo that only a fmall part thereof 
CQuld be coUefted ; he therefore generoufly 
T 4 remitted 
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MoTHAPED- remitted the arrpars, a^d prudeijtly took 
ttBgyra279. fuch mcafures, that, for the fuiHire, jljie. taxes 
. •F-^9*- fhould be proportionable to the alpilities of 
bis fuhjcfts. r t 

h^slL This prince was dcfirous, in the beginnipg 
^Uigw, of his reign, to ftrilce a bold ftroke in favour 
" of the Alians ; but he was difluaded from 
it by the reafons urged to the contrarjr by 
his chief minifter. However, he beftowed 
on. that fiimiiy all the favours he poffibly 
could, without raifmg up enemies. 

It is faid that the inclination which Moj- 
thaded entertained for that hpufe, was ow-* 
ing to a dream he had at the time he led 
a private life during the reign of his uncle. 
He faw a man, who ftretching his hand over 
the Tigris, drained that river dry, and after- 
wards brought back the waters to their bed, 
by withdrawing his hand. The time man 
aflced him if he knew him, and Mothaded 
anfwered in the negative: " I am Ali," replied 
he, " thou feeft how great is my powder; when, 
therefore thou ihalt afcend the thrope, take 
heed thou doft good to the children of my 
race." The prince gave his promife; and 
this was the foundation for his fidjng with 
the Alians, 
The c^iph is In confequence of this promife he alfo 
dcnoS^"^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^ caufe curfes to be publickly de-^ 
curferag^nfl uounced ag^inft Moawiyah the firft Caliph 
Moawjyah. Qf the Ommiyans, to revenge the memory 
of Ali, againft whom that prince had alfp 
caufed maledi<^lions to be pronounced at the 

time 
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tirhe of publick prayers. Mothadcd held a Mothaded. 
long conference on this fubje<a with Obei- ^^^^ ^^9\ 
dallah ebn Soliman his grand vizir, who ' * • 9^^ 
gave him very wholfome advice on the matter: 
he remonftrated to him, that the family of 
the Ommiyians was greatly encreafcd fince 
the time the fatal blow was given in order 
to deftroy it ; that by Ourfing Moawiyah he 
would anger all the relations of that prince, 
and in a word all that belonged to the houfe 
of Ommiyah j that it was a great happinefs 
thofe princes remained quiet, and therefore 
it would be imprudent to -ftir up an old 
quarrel, which might induce them to con- 
fider their ftrength and power, and to en- 
deavour to make ufe of it, to the great diftur- 
bance and detrimeiitoftheftate. Heftrongly 
infifted on the difference between the ton- 
du£t of the AUans and Omnaiyans, and en- 
treated the CaKph to eorifider that the ktter 
had raifed no great commotions with a view to 
reinftate themfelves.; whereas the Alians had 
ever been turbulent and reftlefe, and fcarce 
a feign had paffed but fome one of that hmiXy 
had made attempts to regain the throne ; that 
he ought carefully to avoid giving them any . 
advantage, as they were too much inclined 
to make an ill ufe of it 5 and in jfhort, that he 
might be affured the Alians and Ommiyans 
equally hated the Abaffians ; and that for the 
future no diftindion ought to be made be^ 
fween them. 

The 
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MoTHA08i>. TheCdiph was convinced by fhcfe reasons 

cK ilt ^^^^ ^^^v *^* *^ *^ ^y^ ^^^^^'^ "^* P"^ ^^^ 

' ' ' defign againft the Ommiyans in execdtion ; 
however, he thought himfelf bound to flicw 
fomc favour to the Aliians, in confcqoence 
of hispronfiife niadein the before-mentioned 
dream i for the oriental paid a great regard 
to dreams There were men amongft them 
whofe fole bufinefs it was to interpret their 
fleeping thoughts; and they did not want 
bufinefs, for the heat of the climate made 
them fubjeft to dreams and vifions. It will 
appear that the Ca}i|A was more fubjca to 
fuch deluiions than any other perfon ; and, 
notwithftanding his eminent qnaltfications, it 
is highly probable he was a little enthirfiafticfc; 
Hcgyra 280. • Some months after Mothaded*s acceffiori, 
Ch. «r. 593-embafladors arived at his court from Ha- 
, marowiah, fon of the famous Ahmet ebn 
gives a fa- Tholon, and his focceffor in the govern- 
TouraUcrc. mcnts of Egypt and Syria. He followed 
^bSad^**^^^ father's example, fct up as fovereign ill 
from the Sui- thofc governments, 'and even affumcd the 
tanof Egypt.. ritie of Saltan ; but as he had condcfcended 
'to demand an inveftiture of the Caliph, he 
'was no* longer confidered as a rebel, but as 
fl fovereign; whom they were unwillingly 
ibrced to tolerate. That prince therefore 
^boldly fcnt an embafly to M othaded, and of- 
fered his daughter, called Ketrolhada, , in 
marriage to' the Caliph's eldeft fon. 

The embaffadors met with a favourable re- 
, -*cf>tion from Mpthaded, who having taken a 

liking 
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liking to Ketrolnada, from the defcription that Mothamd- ' 
was givea him of her beautyi anfwfered, that Hww«8o, 
he partly confented to the Sultan's propofah ^^'■^^' 
that he would receive the princefs with great 
pleafure.at his court, but not as a wife for his 
ion, iince he cboie rather to take her for 
hhnfelf. Hamarowiah, delighted with this 
anfwer, fent and returned the CaHph thanks ;: 
znd from that moment a perfeft under-^ 
{landing fubfifted between the two princes, 
Ketrolnada being then too youog to be inar-* 
ried, did not fet out for Bagdat till about 
two years, after the controls was iigned with 
the Caliph, 

In that interval Mothaded was forced to He puts an 
take up arnf>s to ftop the incurfions of a ^^^g^lfthc a^^^^ 
body of Arabians andCwdes, who having bians and' 
joined their forces, entered Mefopotamia,:^'*'^^' 
and plundered all tbs country about MoffuL 
The. news of this irruption having been 
brought to Bugdal, the Caliph departed at 
the head of his tropps, ai^d marched with 
the utmoft expedition towards Mofful, where 
he approached the rebels* By means of 
marches and counter-marches, theyfor fome 
time avoided coming to Wows with that 
prince, and made fome feints in order to 
prevent it; but Mothaded obfervcd them fo. 
narrowly, and followed* them /o dofely, that 
at laft he. caaie up with them near the river 
Zaban, where they were, driven to the ne~ 
^eflity pf conquering or dying. In this 
place a bloody a<9:ion enfued, which termi- 
nated 
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MoTHADED. nated greatly in the Caliph^s favour. The 
Hcgyra zSi. rebels were either cut in pieces or drowned 
»r. 894. jj^ ^^ river, and the few that efcaped were 
dilperfed on all fides. 
Hefinzes After this expedition, Mothaded being 

^fu."**^ difplcafed with a lord named Hamadam, 
who feemed to be plotting fome treafon, and 
for the execution of which he had Caufed 
to be built on his lands a ftrong citadel called 
Mardin, came in perfon to attack die place. 
On the Caliph's approach Hamadam quitted 
the citadel, and left his fbn to defend it. 
The fiege was therefore begun, and many 
attacks made on the place, which was de- 
fended with great bravery. Thefe aflaults 
' not fucceeding, and the Caliph being de- 

firous to fpare his troops, approached the 
fort in perfon, and demanded a parley with 
the fon of Hamadam : the affair was con- 
cluded at the firft conference. Mothaded 
having promifed that young officer fafety of 
life for himfelf and his garrifon, if he would 
furrender the place, the terms were accepted. 
The commandant marched out with his 
troops, and the Caliph forthwith iffued or- 
deiis, that all the furniture and other effedts, 
ammunition, warlike machines, and provi- 
fions, fliould be carried away y and he then 
caufed the citadel to be razed. The de- 
ftruftion of this fort put an end as well to 
the quarrel as to the Caliph's difpleafure; 
for foon after his return to Bagdat, Hama- 
dam appeared at court, and afking pardop 

for 



the ARAB IAN S. 1285 

for his fault, Mothaded gave him a gracious Mothaded. 
reception 5 and that officer and his fon took Hegyra 282. 
the oath of allegiance to him. ^^' ^'' ^^5- 

In a few months after this event, the prin- Diverfions on 
cefs whom the Caliph was to marry, madq^^^*?"^®^?® 

1 • t/ 1 .1 "^ marndgc or 

her entrance into Bagdat with great pomp Mothaded 
and fplendoun On this occaiion, Hama- ^^^^ ^^^^^1- 
rowian difplayed his immenfe riches : his"* 
daughter was attended by a numerous train 
of me greatcft lords in Syria and Egypt, 
vvho carxied prefents of ineftimable' value, 
which were to be given to the Caliph in his 
name, 

Mothaded, on his part, received the prin- 
cefs with the utmoft magnificence. From 
the time of her arrival till the marriage, and 
even long afterwards, there were daily pub- 
lick diverfions and fumptuous entertain- 
ments, which rendered Bagdat a moft de- 
lightful abode, where all men were parta- 
kers of joy and pleafure ; for thefe enter- 
tainments were not confined to the court 
alone ; the people had their diverfions, and 
there were exhibited, as well in the ftreets 
AS on the Tygris, fpeitacles of various kinds, 
which were concluded by entertainments 
given. to the inhabitants in different parts of 
the city. 

^ But whilft they were in the midfi: of their Hamarowiah 
pleafures, news arrived which damped the "* affaffinated. 
joy of the whole court, on account of the 
grief it occafioned to the Caliph and his new 
bride ; Hamarowiah was no more. They 

were 
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MoTHADBo. were informed he was aifaflinsted at Dd^ 

HegyraiSa. mafcus in the n^tHdme,. hgr one of hid 

Ch,«.a95,- fervants*. Mothaded, who had entcataincd 

a cordial :&iendfliip for that prince, was 

greatly moved atfo fatal an event i and his 

grief was augmented by the lamentations 

uttered by the afiedtionate Ketrolnada) when 

flie was informed of her father's deaths 

His fon pro- In a ihort time they received /from thai 

to be' ^r^/""^ P^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ equally difagrceable. The 

claimed Sul- officcTS and chicf men of DamafcuBwere 

**^ divided in opinion touching the pcrfon to 

fucceed Hamarowiah : fome of them namycd 

Gcifch, thceldeftfon of that prince, who 

forthwith poffdTcd himfdf t>f the throne> 

firmly bent to maintain the pofieifion he had 

taken. Others xnf the nobility^ whp were 

in the interefl: of Haztiarowiah's brother, and 

would have him for their fovcrcign, went 

armed to the palace to attack the new Sul* 

tan, and force him to ccxidefcend to dieit 

will } but that prince having cacfed his un«p 

* Hie ^baucheries of this prinee were the caufe of hi$ 
deilrudion. Having one day caiifed a young man to be beaten 
to death, becaufe he wouW not comply wim h« infamoirf dc* 
liiier, hb own ftrvimts we^e fo ihocked at his i7e)Mifvio!ar« dm 

they refolved to ai&IBpate him in hi$ ileep ; but, in order to 
execut^ theil* defign, ihey^wefe forced to wait till he (hooli 
leave Egypt, for the thing would not have been prafticiUo ii 
that country. This prince had about him a tame lionefs, 
who lay at his feet whilil he flcpt, and would not fuffer any 
perfon to approach hef mftfter till he was awake. When he 
travelled* the lioucft remained in S^gypt 5 and Hamarowiah 
going to paTs fome time at ibamafcus, his fervants made ufe 
of that opportunity, and one night'cut off his head. Renau- 
doL'a Hilt.*Fatiiar/. Alex* p. 334*. 

I cleV 
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elc*^8 head to be cut off, md <iitowft oat of MbTHADfiu. 
Ae windcAv amidft the mutineers, who wer^ Hegyra^d^. 
then fighting with his guards, they were f(iCti.«r.^9j/ 
ftrilck at the fight that they inftandv re-i 
tired ; however^ they did not quit their t^- 
folution of depofing the Sultan* 

But they could^not carry it into execution HegymSs, 
till the following year. They returned with^^^ a^r. 896, 
an armed force, attacked that prince, killed He is kiUed, 
him, togedaerwith his mother, plundered and Haroua 
the palace, and afterwards retired to a pl^ccj]^'^^^^ ^ 
of fafcty* Haroun, the fecondfonof Ha-* 
tearowiah, was in a flKirt time proclaimed 
iultan. Thefe revolutions happened in Sy- 
ria within the Ipace of a few months, and 
all the tranfa^ions pafied in the city of Da- 
mafcus, which Hoiharowiah had chofen to 
be the capital of his dominions. 

So foon as the confiifioii occafioned by the Haroun rc- 
perpetration of thefe horrid deeds (which J^^J^V^*^ 
had happened upon the back of one another) confideradoa 
was a little over, Mothadcd refolved to take »^a trihute. 
fome meafures to fix the dependence of the 
Sultan of Egypt in relation to the Caliphs, 
by other means than a bare inveftiture i in- 
fomuch that when Haroun wrote to him to ' 
demand it, that prince nefufed to comply till 
he had agreed to pav the Caliph an annual 
duty of a million or gold. Over and befidcs 
five hundred thoufand crowns, The Sultan 
being defirous of procuring Mothaded to be 
his friend and prote<3:or, readily complied 
with what was required of him -, and by 

thefe 
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MOTHADE0. thefe means he, in 9- few years, gained twtl 

^gyra 28V other confiderablc governmeots, which ihb 

9- Caliph added ^to thofe he w^s already pof-*, 

feifed of> on payment of an annual (am of 

four hundred thoufand crowns. 

TheCaliph's In this year Mothaded was gregtly tor- 

imcafineis rented with dreams and vifioas,^ the fol- 

about a vmon , , . , a 1 \ V 

he had. lowmg IS one (amongll others) or a pjetty 
fingularkind : being retired one day tq his 
apartment to fleep, all the doors flcvy o|>en, 
and a phantom appeared before him : this 
vifion was repeated feveral. tiqies,, but the 
phantom always appeared in a different form i 
at one time like a dervife, at another like a 
merchant, and ag^in under the likenefs of a 
foldier. The colour and copaplpxion were 
alfo changed each time : for th^ ftgure was 
fometimes pale, fometimes florid, and at 
other times fhini^g with luftre^ and again 
of a dark-brown hue y ^Rd it§ attitu4?s and 
paces were alfo diverfified : in.fhort^ thefe 
repeated apparitipns made a great noife in 
Bagdat, and found full employment for the 
^ftrologers, and interpreters of dreams, who 
were not able to give any fatisfadtory folu- 
tion of the matter. Some faid that the 
phantom was one of the genii, or a hob- 
goblin, called Ginne by the Arabians 5 
pthers, that it was a devil fent to torment 
that prince ; and. others,, that it was an an- 
gel fent to warn him to repent of his faults. 
Some perfons of fenfe imagined it to be no 
more than artifice,, and carried on in all 

-proba- 
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probability by fome ofHccrof the court, who MomADto. 
had a dcfign in view, the execution of which Hegyra 283. 
might be forwarded by intimidating die Ca- ^^ ^* ^ 
Kph : they hinted their fufpicions to him j 
and on this txrcafion he treated fome of his 
houihold very roughly, in hopes of difco*- 
tering the impofition. But, after all, thefe 
yifionii might well take their rife in an over-^ 
heated imagination, which might bring be^ 
fore the fight objefts, on whicfi it was em-^i 
ployed with too great attention. 

Judicial aftrology, ' to which the Arabians Uegyn 284, 
applied themfblves with their accuftomed ^^ "'^ 897» 
eagernef^ grctAy contributed to keep up, q,.^^ j^cii- 
and even give a riie to dreams and vifion$ nation of the 
amongft people of fo warm a fancy, who^^^^^^ 
being ffaruck by the predicftions of their aftro-^ 
logcrs, imagined they really faw all they 
hoped, or dl they feared. When a dream 
had made an impreffion upon them, they 
had immediate rccdurfe to thofe whofe bu* 
finefs it was to interpret them j and as their 
interpretations fometimes by chance proved 
true, they gained the greateft eftecm and 
credit; and the people endeavoured to im- 
pofe on themfdves, by not confidering, that 
for the moft part they were not only miftaken 
in their predidtions, but that the very con- 
trary happened to what they had foretold. 
Though the princes were better inftrufted 
than ^e people, yet they alfo gave into this 
ridiculous fuperftition ; and there was not a 
fcvereign in the £aft, who had not at his 
Vol. IIL U court 
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MoTHADBD. cx)urt an aftrologer, and interpreter of dreams; 

HcgyrazSij. who were, if I may be allowed the ex- 

a1.aer.897. preffion, officers of ftate. 

Falfity of its This very year produced an inftance of the 

prediaions. falfity of the predidlions of judicial aftrolo- 

gy. All the eminent men in that fcience 

had unanimouily foretold, that in the 284th 

year of the Hegyra, fuch torrents of raio 

would fall, that the furface of greater Afia, 

through the whole extent of the mahome- 

tan empire, would be covered with water i 

and that this would be {hortly followed by 

the overflowing of all the rivers* 

Inftead of this kind of deluge, there hap- 
pened fo terrible a drought over almoft all 
Afia, that the fprings failed, and trees and 
plants withered and died on the ground j 
infomuch that publick prayers and fafts 
were ordered to obtain rain : but notwitl^* 
ilanding this event, fo diametrically oppofite 
to what had been foretold with the greateft 
confidence, aftrology loft very little of its 
credit, and was foon in as great requeft as it 
had formerly been . 
Hegyra 285. • The following year they were forced to 
Ch. aer. 898. ^^^ ^^ fi^id^ to ftop the progrcfs of a fed: 
Rife of the of cuthufiafts, who had alarmed allAra*^ 
feftofthe jjj^. jjjgy ^^j.g called Karmathians, from 

the name of the founder of their religion 
and doftrine. This man at fitft contented 
himfelf with propagating his tenets; but 
they that fucceeded him, finding their dif- 
ciples very numerous, pre\sailed on them to 
r _ .,..,.. take 
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tkkft up arms, and endeavoured to niake Mothadbd* 
conqucfts. Before I give an account of their Hcgyra 285, 
exploits, it may not be improper to defcribe ' *^* ^^* 
the perfon and doftrine of the founder of 
this fed:, 

Karmath, for fo the impoftor Was called^ 
was born in a village near Cufah, called Ha-* 
madan Karmaz 3 whence he took his name i 
others fay he W2ls fo named, becaufehewas 
little and deformed, according to the figni- 
fication of the Arabian word Karmath. He 
published a dodrine tending to the overthrow 
of Muffulmanifm 5 and as the new preacher 
made an afFedted fhew of great aufterity of 
life, he gained a great number of difci- . 
pies, and made an amazing progrefs inAra-f 
bia. 

But notwithftanding his pretended aufte-* 
rity, his dodtrine was far from being fo ftridfe 
as that of Mahomet ; except only in regard 
to prayer, which he ordained to be made 
fifty times a- day, whereas the prophet com- 
manded only five prayers a-day : the reft of 
his tenets may be brought into a narrow 
compafs; for he allegorized all the precepts; 
of the muffulman law. According to his 
dodtrine, even prayer was but a fymbol of 
the obedience which they owed to the Imam 
or chief of the fedt* Fafting was a fymbol 
of the fecrecy that ought to be obferved, in 
refpedt to fuch as were not of the fedt : and 
fidelity to their chief was typified by the 
precept, againft fornication and adultery.' 
U 2 Befides>, 
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MoTHADBiL Befides, he permitted his dirciple& to eat all 
Hegyi«xa5. that was pnmibited by the muflulm^n law, 
Cfc-«r.«9S. jjjj^ thereby freed them from many very 
troablefeme things ; for example, from fre-^ 
<^uent ablutions, which he fupprcffed, aod 
pther legal ceremonies of that kind ; in a 
wordyinftead of requiring the tenth part of all 
goods for the ufe of t^c poor, he demanded 
cmly the fifth, which he dirc<5i:ed ihouldbe 
fljpplied tQ the mainten^BCC of the Imamt 
This was the title he affumed, and which he 
ordered his followers to beftow on fuch as 
fliould (ucceed him in the fovereign power, 
as well Spiritual as temporal. 

This fed made it& firft appearance about 
the 275th ycarqf theHegyra; butforatinoc 
itpaffed almoft unnoticed. Karmathpreached 
only in villages, and other places in the 
neighbourhood of great cities, and deferred 
maiing a more publick appearance, till ho 
had gained a fufficient number of difciples. 
As coadjutors to his miffion, he was pro- 
vided of twelve men, whom he had inftruft- 
cd, and who likewife difperfed themfelvesi 
in the little tovms and other bye-places. 

The dodrine of Karmath was forthwith? 
emlM-aced with great zeal by the flaves> and 
all fuch as were forced to labour. They 
took in a literal fenfe what he told them of 
the nccefSty of praying fifty times a- 
day ; and as this was much more eafy than 
their daily tafk, they left their work, under 
pretext of going to prayers. The mailers 

were 
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VftTt a long time before they could difcovet Motbabe^* 
whence the negligence of theii' flavcs pro*- »gyr»28|- 
cceded ; but at laft a gredt lord in thecaiin- ^'^•*^-^^ 
try, having obferved that his laiids were hot 
cultivated, (harply reprimanded the ovei:fecr 
of his labourers : and he havihg aliedgedia 
hisjuAification, d)^ for Tome time they had 
quitted their work againft his will, onnrC"*- 
tence of faying their prayers, the lord alked 
what could be the caufe of fo ill-timed a 
devotion ; and having been informed that a 
new apoflle named Karms^, h^ princi^ 
pally occafioned this dilbrder, he fent hiis 
tervants to apprehend him; and having con- 
fined him in a room in his caftle, he put the 
key under his pillow, well pleafed that he 
had got into his power a man, whofe dofbrine 
was calculated to introduce idknefs, under 
colour of piety* He declared to feycral of 
his friends, who were.tljat day at his houfc, 
that he would himfelf inflid a due puniih- 
ment oh the new apoftle, and that on the 
next day he would caufe his head to be cut 
off. 

Thedaughter of this nobleihgo took com* 
paffioa on Karmath ; ibe artfully ftole the 
key of the room in which he was confined, 
and having releafed the prifoner , flie put k 
again in the place whence {he took it, un- 
perceived 6f her fadier. The next mom*- 
Ing this lord going to caufe the new dodor 
to be executed, he was greatly ajnazed to 
U 3 find 
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MoTHAM». find no perfon in the room of which he hiai- 

Hwra285. felf had kept the key. ' 

Ch, wr. 898. #jtj^^ efcape of this impoftor made a great 
noife, and by means of his artful manage- 
ment, contributed greatly to the fuccefe of 
his pretended miflion: however, he dared 
no longer to remain irt a place where he had 
run fo great a rifque 5 he therefore departed, 
and went to remote parts with his difciples, 
where he boafted that his enemies had en- 
deavoured to apprehend him, but that God 
had been pleafed, on this occafion, to give 
him a manifeft proof of his protedrion, by 
miraculoufly freeing him from their hands- 

Such was the account he ^ve of that 
event to his difciples ; he even affured them, 
that for the future no perfon would dare to 
make the leaft attempt upon him: info^- 
much, that this adventure was not only a 
matter for exulting, but alfo ferved confi- 
derably to augment the number of his fol*- 
lowers. We are not told what kind of end 
this impoftor came to ; but it is certain, that 
after his death the fed: was headed by enter*- 
prifing men, who finding their party very 
numerous, inftruded their difciples in mili- 
tary difcipline, began to plunder' and lay 
wafte, and even tp make conquefts. 

Hcgyrai86, Thus the Karmathians continued their 

Ch, «r. 899. jnroads over great part of Arabia, and at 
laft came and exercifed their ravages even in 
Arabian Iralc, beipg at that time under comi- 

mand 
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mAnd of aleadjer, equally cruel and brave^MoxHADED. 
who. gave quarter to no Muflulman. ' This Hegyra z86, . 
general was caUe4 Abu Said Habah ; he had ^- ^' ^^^' ' 
already attained fo great a. degree of power, 
that he aiTumed the title of pi'ince of the 
Karniathians. Being as able a man as their 
founder^ but a much greater warrior, hq 
had saccuftqmed his followers to labour, fa- 
tigue', fobriety, and obedience, which he} 
made a proper ufe of, in order to g^in pof' 
feffioQ of fome territories wherein he pro-* 
pofed to eftablifti himfclf, after the manner 
gf i^ny other rebels, who by dint, of care 
and pains, had procured themfelves to hq 
acknowledged a$ ibvereigns. 

Mothaded having been informed of the The Caliph 
terror and devaftations caufed by thefe en- ajafnftthr 
thufiafts in his dominipns, fent out againft Karmathians. 
them a body of troops, under the command 
of Abbas ben Amroju, one of his chief offi- 
cers. This campaign proved unfucccfsful 
to the Muffulmep* In vain did Abbas put; 
in pradtioe every military artifice to furprife 
the. Karmathians : he had to do with an ex- 
perienced, general, ana with troops amongft 
whona. the ilrideft difcipline h^d been intro- 
duced, infomuch that nothing was left but 
to come to a regular, engagement. 

And in a fhort time a pitched battle was They are de- 
fought, in which the Muffqlmen and Kar-^^^^'^^^^^^^ 
mathians vied with each other, in giving ^^^Hfoner, 
fignal proofs of bravery and intrepidity, 
^bbas, who at firft made not the leafl: doubt 
U 4 of 
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Moth ABED, of obtaining a vi<3:oiy, was amated M^th^ 
SP^t^' obftinate refiftancc of the Karmathkns ; but 
*^' ^- he was much more fo, when he faw hi» 
troops give ground upon their attacks : he 
did all that a ereat general could do to re^ 
animate his foldiers 5 but as he greatly ex- 
toofed himfelf, in order to fet an example to 
ilis men> the enemy made a violent puihs 
broke his main body, and cut in ^ct$ all 
they met. The general was taken prifoner, 
with eight or nine hundred men, as well 
officers as foldiers j the reft of his antty was 
put to the rout, and purfued to a great dif- 
tance. 

So foon as Abu Said was mafter of tkt 
muilulman general, he commanded him to 
be carried, together with the reft of the pri* 
foners, to a neighbouring place. As Abbas 
well knew the cruel difpoiition of the con- 
queror, he was feized with fear the moment 
he fell into his hands, and found himielf fo 
clofely confined. He thought fuch a kind 
of treatment was a finifter prefage of what 
would happen to him in the fcquel ; and he 
each moment expelled to fall a iacrifice to 
the cruelty of the Karmathians, when he 
was informed that Abu Said intended to pay 
him a vifit, and was defirous of having a 
private conference with him. 

The general came to the prifon, and foon 
freed Abbas from his fears : for he imme- 
diately offered him his life and liberty, on 
I condition! 
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GOfidition, however, that he ihould AvfeartcM6rHAbfi0. 
perform what he was about to enjoin him. ^^j^|?i\ 

Abbas having taken the oath, the ^^^''. ^^^^^^J^^ 
mathian fpoke to him in thefe terms : ** I bm^eft Ab- 
reqtsir^ thee to inform the Caliph of what I bas, and Abv 
fhall fay to thee. I am an inhabitant of the^*^^' ' 
Dcfert, and accuftomed 'to live on a fmaH 
matter. I have not taken from thy mafter 
any of his forts or cities* The troops he fent 
out againft me have been defeated, becaufe 
my foldiers are ofed t6 labour, and to live 
hard ; his, on the cxintrary, require all the 
conaforts and convemcncres of life ; When 
they make war in this barren country, where 
they want all things, they dilband, and.then 
I give no qtiafter to fuch' as fall into my 
hands. Thou may 'ft thercfott reprefcnt to 
the Gahph, that ^a war carried on againft me 
will always preve deftru6Hvc and ufelefs to 
him ; and that, if he Is wifej^ he wiH leaver 
me ubmoleftetf/' 

Ahbas havHT^ prorhifedf to give a faithfulHcgyra 287. 
account to the Caliph of all. that had been'^^- «'--9oo- 
told him, Abu Said fet himttt liberty. Abbas 
performed his ptiomife } atrd,, in confequence 
of the report he tiiade, Mbthadcd, by the 
advice of his minffters, fefolvcd to maxe no 
further attempt on the Karrtrathians, whilft 
they fttouW remain on the ground they had 
chofen, and in which it was indeed difficult 
to gam any great advantage over them. 

For a long time they watched their motions, Hcgyra 288. 
Widiotrt taking any other mcafures to fub-Ch.a5r.901. 

due 
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MoTHAPED. due a party which yet was daily acquiring: 
Hegyrtz^- additional ftrcngth. During this interval the 
Ch.aer.90j. ^hQie province of Aderbijan was afflifted 
'^^ ^^XiL ^y ^^ pl^gu^> which made a terrible havockr* 
1^."* 'So many died there of that diftemper, that 
the living did not fuffice to bury the dead^ 
Their bodies for the moft part lay above 
ground, in the houfes and fields, and many 
even on x the road-fide, which made thecon-*K 
tagion to rage with continual fury. It was 
computed that in the capital of that province 
alone, the plague carried off more than 
jifteen thoufand perfons. 
The Greeks During this period of time, the frontiersi 
make an ir- were aiBidled by another fcourge. The 
ruption. Greeks made an irruption into th? maho-r 
Qietan provinces. They took and plundered 
the city of Kaifume, and carried away more 
than twelve thoufand of the inhabitants ij«a 
flavery. The Grecians did not give them 
time to march out againft them, in ordet 
to punifli them for the infult 5 for they juft 
appeared) and marched back again with the 
Vtmoft expedition. 
Hcgyra289. The Karmathians having ftrengthened 
Ch.ar.902. thcmfelves during the time they remained 
undifturbed, advanced into the muffulnaaa 
thi^s conti" dominions, and began their ravages anew^ 
nne to ravage. In order to be able to plunder a greater ex- 
tent of country, they divided their forces into 
feveral bodies, which carried terror and con* 
fufion on all fides; in this manner they pe- 
^nctrated almoft to the city of Gufah, and 

feemed 
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iecmcd to threaten a nearer apprpach. The Mothaded^ 
Caliph immediately iffued orders for repair- Hegyra 289- 
ing the fortifications of Bafor^^h, and zug^^^^*^^^* 
toented the garsrifon. of that city ; and he at 
the fame time (jawfed a body of troops to 
march towards the peighbourjiopd of Cufah. 
He gave the com&mand of tbefe forces to an 
^ble officer, and recommended it to birn to 
take proper advantage of the divifiqn which 
Abu Said bad made of his troops^ that he 
might with the thore eafe defeat him. 

This eiiterpri2;e was more fuccefeful than They are de- 
the laft which was undertaken againft ^he^f^^^g'.^? 
rebels. Mothaded's general having. maturely made prifo- 
weighed their motions, found an opportui- ner, 
nity of feparately engaging one of the bodies, 
which was ravaging the country near Cufah. 
And. he attacl^ed it fo furioufly that the 
enemy could not ftapd their, ground : this 
detachment was cut in. pices,' and the com- 
mander of it made prifoner. It waa Abu 
Said himfelf, that formidable chief, who had 
So long and boldly kept the field. 

He was imniediately fent to Bagdat under Abu Said is 
a ftrong guard, and brought before the Ca^f^^g^^' 
liph. Though Abu Said was a prifoner, and in Caliph. 
a condition to expeft nothing but death, yet 
he entered the palace, and appeared before 
the prince with as much boldnefs and un- 
i;:oncern as if he had been at the head of his 
iDwn.army. Mothaded was furprifed at his 
.appearance, but he was much more fo at 
the language uf^d by tljat rebel, in the con-^ 

ference 
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MoTHADED. ference held between them. He was not only 

Hegyra 289. bold, but infolent, and examining the rife df 

a. «r. 902. ^g Dynafty of the Abaffians, he made it ap* 

pear that thi$ family had tmjufUy poifeiTed 

themfeives of ^e Caliphate, by (hewing 

that the head of it, Abu'l Abbas, (who 

4ived in the days of Abu Beker and Omar) 

was excluded from the fucceffion to the 

throne, and confequently^ he faid, all his 

dcfccndantswere comprized in the exclufion: 

whence he inferred, that Mothaded had no 

right to call him to an account for his con- 

dudl : and he with the fame boldnefs faid to 

him 10 cxprcfs terms j " Why do you trouble 

yourfelf about our opinions or anions? mind 

only what relates to yourfelf/' 

He IS pat to The Caliph, enraged at the infolence of this 

**^' rebel, put an end to the conference, and 

Sentenced him to deaths He was condemned 

to have his hands and feet cut off, and to 

•be afterwards hanged on the common gib*- 

bet This execution was fo far from intimi^ 

dating the Karmathians, that it feemed to 

render them more obftinate in their revolt : 

they chofe for their leader an officer named 

Zacarwiah, a brave and intrepid man, who 

foon found employment for the Muflulmen, 

but not till the reign of die next Caliph j for 

The death of Mothaded died the fame year, having lived 

Mothaded, forty*nine years, of which he had reigned 

nine. He left three children, who fuCcei^ 

fively pofleffed the throne. The firft was 

tailed Moktaphi, the fecond Moktader, and 

the third Cahcr. This 



L 
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I This Caliph was regretted by the whole muA Moth adepI 
ifulman empire. He had gained the afFeftions Hegyra2S9. 
of his fubjefls, on account of his goodnefs, '^'9^^\ 
his underftanding, and his great capacity in 
the condud of publick affairs. He was as 
fparing as poffible of the blood of his people, 
having never made war but when he could 
by no means avoid it. His officers feared 
him, for he was naturally hafty, and not 
cafily plcafed, but his paffion lafted not long, 
and he foon recovered his ufual moderi^ 
tion. 

By the following inftance it will appear, His chaiaacr. 
that though this Caliph was eafily moved to 
wrath, yethemaybepropofedasancxAmple 
of moderation, which few princes would be 
capable of. Abdallah ebn "Soliman, who 
wa§ an eye witnefs, relates the fafl: in thefc 
terms: ** A (lave being one day near that 
prince, inadvertently ftruck him a great blow 
with the ftick whereto the fringe was faftened, 
which they made ufe of to drive away the flies 
that incommoded him. I faw him ftart, and 
was not a little moved my felf, fays Abdallah, 
for I forefaw the pupifhment the poor wretch 
muft fuffer for his aukward carelcflnefs ; but 
I was much amazed when I heard the Caliph 
iay, with great coolnefs, fijrely the fellow is 
sifleep ! Upon this I fell at the princess feet, 
and cried out : Q commander of the. faithful, 
had I not feen, had I not heard it, I (hould 
never have believed that a monarch could 
have carried his nuxjeration fo far. Was it 

fit 
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MoTHADED. lit I fliould have a(Sed otherwife? anfwerecl 
Hegyra 289. thc Caliph, I do not believe he did it de-^ 
Ch. «r. 902. fignedly, and therefore it is excufable ; for 
voluntary faults alone merit puniftiment." 

This prince was highly blamed for the 
great regard he fhewcd to the Alians : indeed 
he did them all the fervice in his power ; 
and when he was gently reproved on that 
account, he was never at a lofs for a dream 
to authorize his condudt. The following in- 
ftance of his behaviour in that refpedb, is 
worthy being related : Mahomet ben Zaid, 
prince of Mazanderan, was accuftomed to 
fend yearly to Mecca the fum of thirty thou- 
fand gold crowns, to be diftributed amongft 
fuch of the houfe of Ali as were in want. 
It fell out one year, that this prince having 
fent that fum to a merchant in Bagdat, to be 
remitted to the ufual place, the officer of 
juftice feized the money : the merchant hav- 
ing preferred his complaint to the Caliph, he 
ifTued out an order, that the money Ihould 
be forthwith reftored. The enemies of the 
Alians, with a view to fupport the feizure, 
waited on the Caliph, and endeavoured to 
get the order revoked; but Mothaded told 
them he had lately had a dream, in which 
Ali, appearing to him, predid:ed, that his 
three fons fliould reign after him.; and that 
he had recommended it to him, out of gra- 
titude for the predidion, to be favourable to 
his race, and by his example to incite hk 
children to grant them their prote<a:ion. For 

this 
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this good information, he thought he could Mothadbd*. 
do no Icfs than favour the Alians, more efpe- HcgyrazSp. 
cially upon an occafion where charity alone ^' ^^*^ 
would forbid the depriving them of the 
means of fubfiftance. With this anfwer 
therefore he difmiffed them, and fent the 
money to Mecca. 

, El Makin tells us, that Motbaded being 
in want of a large fum of money, fent for 
one of the Magi, who was reputed to be the 
richeft merchant in Bagdat. That prince 
informed him that his treafury would not 
furnifh him with the money neceflary for an 
enterprize he was about to take in hand, 
and therefore he had recourfe to him ta 
fupply the deficiency. " If it is in my 
power, my lord, to advance the fum you 
want, I ihall do it with the greateft readi- 
nefs," anfwered the merchant, *^ for all I 
have is at your fervice." "But you do not 
mention a word. touching fecurity," replied 
the Caliph, "and I cannot conceive how you 
propofe to recover your moncfy." "My lord," 
faid the merchant, " you are commander 
of the faithful ; God has thought fit to truft 
in your hands the lives and fortunes of his 
iervants, and you manage them well, for 
you are a lover of juftice 5 why then fhould 
I hefitate to truft you with my money?" 
The Caliph was fo well pleafed with fo open 
and generous a behaviour, that he thanked 
the merchant, and faid to him, " Well ! go 
thy ways, I will not borrow any thing of 

thee J 
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MuTBABBD. dice ; bnt If thou waoteft mooey^ come to 

Hcgyra 289. me^ and I will always fiipply thee out of my 

Ch.m.9oz. coffers/' 

Another audior relates an extraordinary 
adventore, in. which a Mufiblman named 
Scheik Kaiat was concerned, and whereby 
he gained the friendfhip and eileem of the 
Caliph, as well as a high character and great 
fefped in Bagdat. 

This Mn&j^tnan^ who was a perfon of 
honoin* and probity, one day paffingthe 
ftreets of Bagdat, heard a woman cry out 
for help. Scheik having foarthwith entered 
the houfe, found there a Turk, who was 
attempting to force a woman : he fharply te^ 
primanded the man, who he returned iU 
language, and even threatened worfe treafe^ 
ment. Scheik not thinking himfelf able to 
puni(h the Turk £>r his infotence, afcended 
the minaret of a neighbouring moique, and 
called the people to prayers. Though it was 
not the appointed hour, yet many perfons 
flocked thither 5 and Scheik having mformed 
them of the faft, thev fwthwith went and 
aj:5)rehended the Turk, who was puniihed 
on the fame day. 

The Caliph having been informed of this 
event, was highly pleafed with it. At his 
defire Scheik was brought before him 1 and 
he oraered that Muffulman always to uie 
the fame mean& to put a ftop to any fututt 
diforder, till he could apply a remedy, by 
inftidting due punishment on the ofendcrsL 

By 
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By this means Scheik became fo reipc(Sfcablc MotHADBo. 
ill Bagdati that not a man dared in his pre- Hegyra zSg. 
fence to infringe the rules of decency and^'*^'^^^* 
good order. 

An author hamed Mohammed ben Ab-* 
daluech, fays on this head. That a tradcf- 
man of Bagdat lent a confiderable fum of 
money to a lord of the court, who, after 
having ufed it a long time, at laft refufed to 
pay it. The tradefman commenced a law- 
fuit againft him for the debt j the courtier 
defended it for the fake of delay, and the 
creditor having been at a great expence to 
profccute his fuit, without fuccefs, refolved 
to fit down with the lofs, and more efpe- 
.cially as his affairs were thereby fo greatly 
prqudiced, that he found it neceflary to 
quit Bagdat. One of his friends, to whom 
he communicated his grievance, advifed him 
to complain to Scheik : the tradefman fol- 
lowed his advice, and fuccefs foon attended 
this ftep. Scheik went to the courtier, and 
talked to him fo roundly i that for fear of 
being expofed, he foon paid the tradefman 
his full demand. 

The reign of Mothaded was diftinguifhed^earned men 
by the great number of learned men, that moas during 
flourifhed under his Caliphate- Thabet ebn the reign or 
Korra, and Ahmet ebn Mohammed, were^^'^*^^ 
famous amonglt others, on account of their 
cxtenfive knowledge. 

The former publifhed feveral works upon 
logick, metaphyficks, and medicine. He 

Vol. IIL X wrote 
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MoTHADip* wrote in Syriac the hiftory of the ancient Sji^ 
Hcgyra 289. bcans, and gave a very ufefiil and particular 
Ch. aer. go2. ^^.^Q^jt ^f tJ^g^j. cuftopiSy the precepts of 

their religion, and their civil laws. The 
latter compofed feveral works on the fp^nces^ 
to which tne ancient Arabians applied 0ien>- 
fclves. The Caliph was thorpugl^y ac- 
quainted with th?ir great difcernoient and 
l^powledge, and profited by their advice iqi 
piany affairs of thp Utn\oil importancie \ and 
^s they were very good companions, he not 
only converfed with them with great free- 
dom and unreferve^ but readily admitte4 
<hem to all his parties of pleafure* 
Rife of the . During the Caliphate of this prince, the 
Samanites. Pynafty of the Samanites arofe, and efta- 
blifhed itfelf on the ruins of the Dynafty of 
^he SofFarites. Motamed^ who procc4e4 
j^othaded, had lived upon good terms wit^ 
Amrou ebn Leith, who was, as we havej 
i(aid, the fccond prince of the Dynafty o| 
the Soifarites. He had even don^imporn 
tant fervice to the Caliph, in gaining, a 
viftory for him over Mohammed, the £oi\ 
of Zeid, who had been proclaimed Caliph 
t- in Choraian. Amrou d^eated him in a 

battle, and fent him bound to Bagdat. 

Out of gratitude for this piece of fervice, 
Motamcd Bad always fhewn a great rega^"d 
and efteem for Amrou, and had even de- 
clared himfelf his friend on many occafions ; 
l?ut Mothaded . perceiving, that the power 
of this prince augmented 4aily, reiblvedtOr 



I 
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jforce &om out of his haads^ all fuch parts Moth adid. 
of his dominions, as hk bro&cr and he had ^gy^ ^^^ 
ufurped from the Caliphs. ^^ ^'^o*- 

Mothaded brought over to his fide liht 
mael, thf Ion of Ahmet, and great grand- 
ion of Saoian^,. whence he aiid his poJ0:e4 
rity took the name of Samanitcs. By force 
of intf eaties, and by theailiflance of moneys 
Mothaded prevailed on him to take up arms 
againft Amrou. Iflimael, whofe courage 
and ambition were equally great, reiblved 
to take advantage of the Caliph's offer ; and 
as he was already pofTefled of confiderable 
territories in Tranfoxana, he refolved ftill 
more to aggrandize himfelf at the cxpencc 
of Amrou, and even of the Caliph, who 
required his affiftance. 

Ifhmael therefore marched out againft 
Amrou j the latter advanced at the head of 
his troops to meet his enemy, and each of 
them was preparing to give fignal proofs of 
bravery and military fkill, when by an acci** 
dent Ifhmael was viftorious, without being 
fcarce obliged tp draw a fword. Amrou** 

• Saman was the fbn of d camd-driver, and for feme time 
followed die fame employment; but bdng a man of courage^ 
he refolved to tike up arms. He fervcdhis apprenticeihip 
Imongft a £ang of robbers, of whom he ibon became the 
leader; Af£d ms fon auitted that bafe cotirfe of life, and en- 
tered into the fervice of the Caliphs. He was r^fed fo high, 
as to be able to give his children a good education, which 
they made fo good an ufe of, as to attain the chief militaiy 
conunands. They obtained feveral governments, in whica 
diey fi^ei themfelves as abfolute fovereigns, and formed a 
Dynafty, of which Iftmael Samani was the founder. 

X 2 horfe 



Ch. aer. 902. 
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MoTHAurir. horfc being Tcry fiery, fuddenly took die bit 
J^^ !??* betwixt his teeth, and carried his mafter ta 
the enemy, who immediately took him, and 
. kept him prifoner in their camp. 
' Amrou's troops being thus deprived of 
their general, inftantly difbanded, and that 
great army, was totally difperfed. Iftimael 
having kept Amrou prifoner in his camp 
during fomc tifiie -f*, fent him to Mothaded, 
who put him to death in prifon. 

The Caliph amply rewarded Ifhmael for 
the acceptable prefent he made him s he 
gave him the title of Padifchad, that is to 
fay, Emperor or Monarch, and thus con-* 
firmed to that prince and his pofterity, pre- 
rogatives which daily tended to annihilate 
the power of the Caliphs. - . 

In the 289th year of the Hegyra, Mo- 
thaded being on his death-bed^ gave ordcfs 

t It IS related that Amroo, on the vefv day he was taken 
prifoner, being extremely hungry, defirea one of the foldiers 
that guarded him, fordiwith to get him fomething to catw 
The foldier took a piece of meat, and put it over tfe fire in 
the firit utenfil that came to hand, (whicii happened to be one 
of thofe kettles they made ufe of in the Levant, to feed and 
water their horfes) and haftily hung it without much care on 
j» forked (tick.. Whilft the meat was boiling, and no peifon 
there to watch it, a maftiiF dog came and thrull his head 
into the kettle ; but finding it too hot,, he withdrew his head 
fo violently, that thq hanfie of the veflH fell over his neck^^ 
and he ran away with the kettle and the Sultan's dinner. That 
prince, who few the adion, fell into a violent fit of laughter; 
and fome of his attendants having feid that he had no great 
j-eafon to laugh, coniidering his prefent fituation, he anfwered, 
*' I laugh, becaufe my fteward complained thi&' morning that 
three hundred ca^nels were ijot -enough to carry roy provifions 
and kitchcin furniture, and now JV^ngle dog is enough tP bear 
them away.** Hift. Orient, par P'Herbelot. 

1 - - that 
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that his pfifoncr Amrdu ihould be ftarved toTvipKTAPHi. 
ddath^ however, the Dynafty of the Soffa- ^^gx^a *S9v 
rites, was not end^dby the death of that^-*'*^''^' ' 
prince: it was continued by Thaher his' 

grahdibn J who, afterflie defeat of his grand- 

fether, retired to Sejeftan, where he^as pro-1 
claimed as fovereign .and lawful fuccefforofi : 
Amrou: but he did not long enjoy that ^ ' 
dignity 5 for the lame Ifhmael having at- 
tacked him in that province, totally defeated 
his army, and fent him prifoner to the Ca^ 
liph. This laft event happened in the reign 
of Moktaphi, Mothaded^s fucceffor; and* 
by thofe means Sejeffan, and the'other pro*: 
vinces appertaining to it, were annexed toi 
the immenfe territories which Iflimael.wasr 
before pofleiTed of. Thus the Dynafty of 
the SoiFarites was deftroyed, and gave place 
to that of the Samanites, which was in the 
fequel totally ruined i)y the Gazhevltes^ 



MOKTAPHI^BILL AH. 

The THIRTY^SIXTH CALIPH, i 

THIS prince was at Raccah, when his 
father died, and was there imme- 
diately proclaimed Caliph. In a fliort time 
he went to fix his refidence at Bagdat, where 
the ceremony of his proclamation was re- 
peated. CafTem, who was appointed vizir 

X3 in 
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MoKTAi»»i. in the time of the late Caliph, had taken the 
HegyrziSg. precaution of caufing the inhabitants t6 
Ch.ajr.90x- f^gj^j. allegiance to him, die moment after 

Mothaded's death. 
Caflcm renr. According to El Makih, this vizir had 
Ss'^thc fo^^^ ^ defign to deprive Moktaphi of tiie 
Caliph, amd crown, In ttdcv to place it on the head of 
g^Jiis dc- Qne of that prince's brothers : others aflert^ 
that he intended to feize it for himfelf. He 
had communicated this deiign to a Mui]iil-> 
man named Badir, a man greatiy rdpcAcd 
in Bagdat : but Caflem's fcheme not having 
taken place^ be confidered that Badir might 
make an ill ufe of the confidence repofed in 
him, and occafion him to lofe the Caliph's fa- 
vour. In order therefore to obviate any un- 
lucky event, Caflem refolved to lay the plot 
tD the charge of him to whom, he.had com- 
municated it : and going to the Caliph, he 
accufed Badir of the crime of vv^hich he 
himfelf was guilty. 

The Caliph, who entirely relied on the 
probity of his minifter, gave credit to the 
accufation, and left to him the management 
of .tile J)rofecutiQn againft the fuppofed cri- 
minal. Caflem, thus armed with power, 
ufed allpoflible me^ns for the deftruftion of 
Badir: he immediately ftrove to fuborn fome 
pf his dependents. Badir having been in-r 
formed of the bale means that were ufed' 
againft him, began to provide for his fafety, 
and retired to a ftrong place which belonged 
tQ him. This flight was rcprefented to the- 
' Caliph 
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CkHjkh by Caffeine t$ a ftew pro»f of Uttd&t'i yk^tf^rm. 
guik > aiid the prince iitimediilcly fent a de- ^gy« 289. 
tachment oftfoc^to befiege the fugitive |ft^-«^-9«^^- 
his fortrcfs. 

, Wbilft they were Jireparing to ikottti thfe 
taftle, Caffem fefteaed that Badif might 
poffibly demand a conference with thd dffii- 
cer V/ho comrtxanded ai the fiege, and thferei 
by. all the bafenefs of his condu<ft Slight b6 
difdofed. He therefore contrived another 
method of deftwying him : he connteffcited 
the Calijfyh's hand-wiltihg, mA ^toto a let^ 
ter in the name of his^ marfer, in vO^hich that 
Iwrince told Badir, that having ca\^&d dvt6 
eiu^uity to be ittade km the tn^ttet df whicfi 
hdi^^as accufedy he w«s convinces he wai 
iftttooent J and therefore he thigYit come intd 
hisprefence without fear. Th4 vizir ga^i 
the letter to the ehlttceliof , arid direded hitti 
io fend it to Badir, as coffting immcdia!tiel)^ 
from the Caliph. 

The chancelter compffed tvith the vteir'i 
oFder. The letter was delivered, and the 
HtifortunateBadi^, flbt fiifpeding the tre'ache- 
rous defigns of CakTeiri, and befides, relying 
on his inrtocence, really thought the Caliph 
was undeceived : he' therefore laid down his 
arms^ and fet out on His journey t6 Bagdat ; 
but ftcMppirig a (h6rt titfie at an inn upon the 
road, lonfie iften hired by the vizir fell on 
him, and cut off his he^, which, they 
brought to Caflem* The wretch was fo in- 
hu£nan as to go in perfon and prefent it tcr 
X4 the 
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MoKTAPur. the Caliph with great. dcmonftrations of th9 
Hegyra 290. joy hc felt at the death of a traitor> who 

•^^' ftrove to deprive him of his crown. 
Vidoiyob- This melancholy event ufhered in the 
tained over teig^n of Moktaphi : durinc; the fequel of it, 
^^n^^ they were continually engaged xn war againtt 
the Karmathians, in which. the Muffulmcn 
and rebels gained equal advantages, andfuf- 
tained equal loiTes. Zacarwiah, chief of the 
Karmathians, commenced hoftUities by mak- 
ing an irruption into Syria at the head of his 
forces. He committed great devaftations in 
that province, plundering many of the. vil- 
lages, and other places in the neighbourhood 
of the chief cities, and putting all to fire 
and fword* The CaJiph forthwith caufed a 
body of troops to march, who came up with 
thofe defperadoes,, and attacked them fo im^ 
petuoufly, that the firft onfet determined the 
viftory. The Karnwthiapsi were broke and 
totally routed -, and the famous Zacarwiah, 
who had formed fiicb gregt defigns for the 
. advancement of his fe<3:, fell in the adtion. 
They commit Huflain> , brother to that general, imme- 
WW ravages, diately fupplied his place, and colkairigthe 
broken remains of his troops, he ferit them 
for fome time into quarters of refrefhment ; 
he alfo repaired the lofs by fpme new de- 
tachments that joined hina, and then made 
ready to go forth againft the Muffulmen. 
This new leader was more fuccefsful than 
his brother -, he repvjlfed the Caliph's troops, 
&ni became fo fprmidable, that he mada 

himfelf 
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hknMf mafter of feveral Mwns in Syria be--MoKTAPHi. 
fore their eyes, and without their being able Hcgyra 290. 
to prevent it. - .Ch.2^^9<>h 

This news greatly afflided the Caliph, who 
finding this extenfivc province on the point 
of fafling a prey to thofe rebels, refolved to 
maroh in perfon to its relief. He accordingly 
departed at th« head of one hundred thou- 
ikhd men to feck the Karmathians 5 but they 
having received information of the prodi- 
gious force they were like to have on their 
hands, took a*refolution to avoid a battle, by 
eiideavouring to retire into ftrong pofts, where 
they prefumed it would be hazardous to at- 
tack them. ' 

. But they had not time to execute their de- Hegyra zgu 
fign ; the Caliph's army, which had made * ^^' ^^ 
forced marches, arrived at the very time they Ttey are de^ 
began their retreat, and attacked them on ^^^^ ^^^^c. ' 
the fpot. The rebels ufed all the means in 
their power to avoid an aiftion ; but finding 
they could not poffibly continue their retreat, 
they boldly faced their enemy, and at firft 
fought with amazing refolution : but they 
were forced to yield to fuperior ftrength and 
numbers. After a very warm difpute, the Kar- 
mathians ftrove to get poffeffion of the ground 
near the Euphrates, in order to efcape ; but 
the way thereto was cut off; Huflain their 
general was made prifoner, with about three 
hundred of his troops, as well officers as ' 
foldiers, who were forthwith fent to Bag- 
dad Shortly after thjs lignal vidory, the 

Caliph 
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MoKTAPuii Caliph arrivGd at that city, and condemned 
HM5fiaz9i. gU the prifoners Jto death: thcar hands, and 
^'9^^ feet were firft cut off, and they were after* 
wards beheaded^ . . 
Inroad of the At thk time advice was brought to Bagdat 
M^wi. of the exploits of the Muffulmcn Hving in 
har. the pfjQvince oC Mawaralnahar* The whok 

country was. on a fudden over-run by. the 
Turks who entered it nhder arms> to. thi 
number of fevcn hundred .families. Tht 
firf): furprtze occafioned by the arrival of fuch 
a multitude being over, the Muffulm^n alio 
took up arms, marched out' to . meet tho 
Turks, furprifed them, and made a lerribfo 
daughter of fuch as flood on their defenc&i 
the reft of them took to fii^t, and were 
totally difperfed. 
im^ir of About the f<m)e time the Greeks made an 
fk Greeks, incurfion, and laid wafte part of the mwflSjt* 
man frontiers. They marched in ten dil^ 
ferent detachments, coiifii^g of ten thouk 
fand men each, and difpetfed thcmfelves intd 
ten different placesy where tb^ consmitted 
terrible ravages, and fuddenly returned into 
&cir own country. 
Hcgyra 292. Thc next year the Dynafty df the Tlsia* 
Cl1.aer.90s. lonites, who had reigned fomc time in Egypt 
End of the and Syria, became extiiHa. Harourt ihn 
rffiit? Chemarawaid having given the Calipbftrong 
Egypt. reafens to fufpedt him, that prince caufed 
Egypt to be attacked both by fea and land* 
Haroun, who. had retired to Mefrah, wa* 
befieged in that place, and defended it witb 

great 
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great valour ; but <mic of the archers of the Moktaphk 
Caliph*s guard, having obfcrvcd Haroun in a^wraa9a. 
fillyi let fly an arrow at him with fa much ^'^i' 
ftrength and ikill, that he killed him on tho 
^ot His death put an end to the war ; hia 
troops furrendercd their arms, and the pro^ 
virides of Egypt and Syria returned to the 
immediate obedience of the Caliphs, their 
bwful fovcreigns. 

This event caufed great joy at the court The Karma- 
of Bagdat, which being free from difqaie-.^^*^^ 
tode as to thofe countries, were mdre afcwlth^S 
liberty to emjdoy their forces in thofe parts troops. 
where the new rebels had die greatefl: 
ftrength. They were fboA forced to aror 
againft the Kdrmathians, whoie party was 
Ml formidable. Spight of their laA defeat^ 
itfiey appeared again in a few months under a 
new d^rf called Zeerouiic, who penetrated 
into Arabia, and ravaged even as far as Xrak«* 
The Caliph, widioot delay, fent a body of 
troops agamft^ them ; but the rebels laughed 
at his foldsers, and continued to founder;: 
and the two armies having £iced each other 
near a place calledCadefia^ the: Caliph's troops 
were beat, and forced to retreat, to avoid a 
total rout. 

The KarmadiiaiTS being dated by this vie- Heprm 09). 
tory, marched into Syria, and plundered ^^'•*^'^ 
many confiderable places^ fuch as Bafrr^ 
Adrft^neti, and others; aft^ which they t^ 
pfoached Damafcus. The governor of that 
city was theA in Bgyp^ and had left the* 

place 
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MoKTAPHT. "place under the command of Salek his Kcir-r 

Hcgyra 293. tenant ; who rallied out and boldly attacked^ 

CKxr.^. j|^^ rebels: but this ftcp was attended with 

very bad fuccefs ; he was defeated, and 

thought himfelf happy in getting back' tot 

the town. 

The rebels at firft propofcd to befige Da-r- 
mafcus: but the city being too cxtenfive, 
and their numbers not fufficient for. fuck 
an enterprize, they contented themfelves 
with leavying heavy contributions. After 
this Zecroune departed, and marched his 
army towards Tiberias, where he was at-^ 
tacked by a large body of muifulman troops^ 
commanded by Jofcph ebn Ibrahim. That 
general broke and routed the Karma-* 
thians; and, without giving them time ta 
rally, purfued them even to the Deferts, to a 
place called Souanc, where another hot en-' 
counter happened, in which the rebels gained 
a complete vidlory. Whether they had fourid 
means to recruit their army, or whether dif- 
pair cncreafed their courage, they fought 
furioufly, and totally deftroyed the mufful- 
man troops ; the conquerors plundered their 
camp, and put to the fword all fudti as had 
been taken prifoners. 
H^yrai9-f. Zecroune, ' ever thirfty for blood, and 
Th^pl^^crS^^^^y of piUagCj caufed his troops to march 
ac^avan, and towards Arabia the Defert, by which he 
5^f^^^^^, was informed, a caravan would pafs ill 
troopl ^ ^its Way to Mecca: he accordingly met them, 
cruelly, mafiacred the pilgrims, the mer^ 

chants. 
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cliants, and even the guides. He Ipared thtMoKTAPHi. 
women's lives, and made them flaves : after Hcgyra 294* 
which, he plundered the whole, and was ^^^'^ 9^7- 
preparing to march on fome new enterprize, 
when he was overtaken by the troops of 
Moktaphi, who, on their arrival, immedi- 
ately began to engage them. . The Karma- 
thian$ were difconcerted by this fudden at- 
tack. Zacroune perceiving it, did all that lay 
in his power to infpire them with a refolution 
€?quai to his own ; but having been ftunn.cd 
and difabled by a blow which he. received in 
the head, his foldiers loft all courage, and fuf- 
fered themfelvcs to be flaughtered by theMuf- 
fulmen. Only a faiall number of them efca- 
ped. Zecroune was taken, and died five days ' 
afterwards of the blow he had received. As 
they propofai to make a publiek fpe<3:acle of 
him at Bagdat, they opened and embalm-* 
ed. his body, to grace the triumph of the 
viftorious troops. 

: They therefore carried the body into Bag- 
dat, with plumes of feathers on its hea^ 1 
his wife and the other prifoners made a part 
of the proceffion: and after they had beea 
ihewed to the people, they were all put to 
death* 

This was the laft expedition during thcpj^ 
Caliphate of Moktaphi. Th^t prince died Ch. aer. 908* 
the following year, after haying reigne^M^k^^py,^ 
about fix years* He was greatly efteenied death, 
for his attachment, to religion, for hjsgene- 
yofity, and particularly fojfi.his gende an4 

fweet 
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MocTAMK. iWeet difpofition* £1 Makin fays, be W4f 
^y» «9?' low of ftature, of a bandfome phyfiogno- 
^•**^* my 5 that his coaiplexion was a little tanned^ 
and his beard very thick. 



M O C T A D E R^B I L L A H- 

The THIRTY-SEVENTH CALIPH* 

Kferdcrsin Ti /f OCTADER, die fon of Mothaded, 



iiie govern- ^Vj^ was proclaimed Caliph after the 

^dlydic d«ft*h of Moktaphi his brother. He was 

Caliph's but thirteen years old when he afccnded the 

3^**"' throne ) and by reafon of his youth, the 

great men of the ftate, the vizirs, and even 

the women, afliimed the abfolute direction 

of affairs ; and this abufe was carried fo far, 

that a princefs was feen to prefide in a court 

i)f judicature for the trial of criminals, by 

the confent of the judges and lawyers, who 

were well pleaied to fee fuch a prefident 

fitting in the Caliph's tribunal. 

Hcgyra296. Nothing but diiorder and confufion could 

Ch. «r.909. j.^^it froni fuch a government ; and there^ 

fore murmurs were heard in all parts, above 

all againft the vizir, who was accufcd of 

having countenanced the elevation of a child 

to the Caliphate, that he himfelf might go^ 

vera witb a more abfolute fway. It wat 

judged that thefe praftices would be attended 

witfi bad confequcnces in the fequel ; and 

men aiTerted, thUt this young prioce being 

early 
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^arjy ^ccuftqmed tp f§9 tbs gjwernaieiit in Moctade*. 
dje hands of othcf s, wouJ4 oevcr think a£H«^«« 190. ' 
intermeddUflg with publick affairs; and that^^*^'9«9- ' 
fuch men as fhould be anplgyed in the mu 
niftry, would do all in their power to divert : 

him from interpofing therein, that they 
niight, without interruption, xmks^ an ill 
ufeof his name and authority, in order ta 
ruU the ftate according a$ their intereft and 
pleafure required and dired;ed* 

The vizir was apprehenfive that thefe jj^fl^-n kais 
murmurs would degenerate into a fedition, the viadr, and 
which might probably occafion him to fall a J^"^ ^ 
facrifice, as he ajione was blamed for the 
cledion of Moi^ader} he therefore endea- 
voured to quiet thf minds of men, by de- 
pofing the youijg Caliph, and placing in hi» 
ftead Mohampi?d, the fon of Mothadi : but 
t;hat prince dying in the meanwhile, he 
?aft his eyes on one of the fons of Mo- 
tawakel, who alfo died at the time they 
were making preparations for his dedionjr 
and the vizir himfelf was foon afterwards 
afTaffiwatcd by a prince of the houfe of Ha- 
madan, named Hoflain. 

It is aflerted, that ^s prince was ambi- 
tious of the poll of vizir, and had incited- 
the people to murnaur, and ftrove to irritate 
them againft that minifter, in order to raife 
him up enemies, and bring him into diiffi- 
culties. It is faid, that the whole defign 
was privately laid in the feraglio, and that 
{loffain, who wgs vmeafy to find the people 

murmur 
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MocTADBn; murmur only, without proceeding to extre-^ 
Hcgyra ^96. mities, refolved himfelf to remove the ob-* 
«r- 9^* ftacles to his advancement, and had there- 
fore determined to flay the vizir. 
HecanfesAb- In a ihort time Hofl!ain caufed Abdaliah, 
^^to be the fon of Motaz, to be proclaimed Caliph ; 
^^J^^ after which he gained poflefHon of the im-^ 
perial palace. This change was not cfFefted 
without caufing great tumults ; in the midft 
of which, Moftader trembling for fear of 
his life, thought himfelf happy that he could 
make his efcape in difguife. He fled for 
fhelter to the houfe of one of his moft faith- 
ful eunuchs called Munas. 
Abdallah is '^^^^ tTufty fervant, without lofing time, 
killed, and gathered together and encouraged the offi- 
^b^*^^^the ^^^^ fervants, and many other of the zealous 
fliroiic, dependants of that young prince, whom he 
put under arms, and in pcrfon led them to 
the palace, of which they eafily made them- 
fclves matters, as all things were in a very 
confufed and unfettled condition there; and 
having feized the new Caliph, they put hira 
to death, by inclofing his head in a bag of 
quick-lime. By this fudden revolution, 
Modlader was replaced on the throne, and 
received anew the homage and compliments 
of the great men of the ftatc, and of the 
people. 
Hegyra207. Although it was neceflary after fo violent 
Ck acr. 910. a fhock to have taken the wifeft precautions, 
both for the fafety of the prince's life, and 
tke well-governing of the ftate, yet afiairs 
\^ . . - . returned 
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Dcturncd to die former channel; that is toMocxADBR. 
fey, die grandees, the ladies, and the mi-Hcgy»297^ 
Qiiiers, affumed tlie fupreme power, and * *^" ^'^ 
continued to manage all publtck buiinefs 
during the Caliph's minority. 

Happily for that prince, the enemies of 
the muffulman empire did not take advan- 
tage of the inteftinedivifions which prevailed 
in his ftate, by engaging him in a foreign 
war, from which he would have found it 
very difficult to extricate himfclf with ho- 
nour. 

An inftance of this appeared in a revolt ^^syra303^ 
in Mefopotamia, which was, occafioned by ' ^'9>S- 
the fameHojSain who had prefumed to de-JJ^J^"^JJ^ 
pofe the Caliph. He wifely made his efcape to revolt, 
from Bagdat, at the time of the revolution, 
by means whereof Modtader regained the 
throne 5 and having wandered about for 
fome time, he fixed his abode in Mefopota- 
mia, where he raifed a party, by whofe af- 
fiftance he propofed to throw off the Caliph's 
authority* 

Ratek, who was then Mo(Sader's vizir, re- 
ceived orders to go into that province with a 
bpdy of troops, and to endeavour to reduce 
the rebel. The vizir marched up to Hoffain 
the head of a pretty numerous army, provided 
with a moft magnificent field-equipage j but 
unfortunately Ratek was beat, and the equi- 
pages became a prey to the conquerors. 

So foon as the news of this defeat reached Heis betrayed 
the court, the eunuch Munas offered to ^y^^wa 
^ VoL.iH. Y wipe^^f'- 
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MDCTADfu. wipe off the difgrace which had fallen on 

Hfegyra 305. the muffulman arms, and undertook to get 
On «r. 915. ^^ ^^^^^ ^f ^^ ^^^^ jj^ j^^p^ j^.g ^^^^^ 

and had not even the trouble of drawing a 
fword 5 for fo foon as the enemy s army 
Ibund that Munas had taken upon him 
the command of the muffulman troops, and 
was marching out againft Hoffain, that re- 
bel was abandoned by his foldiers at the time 
he was entering Armenia. Munas having 
purfued him, the few troops that remained 
with Hoffain, fell on him and his fon, bound 
them both in chains, and in that manner 
brought them to Munas, who led them in 
triumph toBagdat, mounted on acamel, with 
a ridiculous cap on each of their heads, and 
cloathed in coats of goat/kin. In this garb 
they were carried through the ftreets of Bag- 
dat, and afterwards clofely confined in pri- 
fon. This fuccefsful event caufed an uni- 
verfal joy ; but it afforded a much greater 
pleafure to men of underftanding, wiio being 
fully fenfible,how much prudence was want- 
ing in the managers of the ftate, were full 
of fears, left the neighbouring monarchs 
fhould take advantage of their mifcondudt. 
Hegyra304. But, for from taking fuch a ftep, the 
.aer. 91 . Qj.^|^g^ ^^^ wcTQ the moft formidable. 
Magnificent ufed extraordinary means to fix the tranquil- 
rcception jj^y ^f ^[^g ^^^ crowns. Ambaffadors an- 

SrSan am- fived at Bagdat from Conftantine Porphyron 

t»fl«*>f»* genetus, then emperor of Conftantinople, 

under the tuition of . the emprefs Zoe, his 

" . -mother^ 
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tJMither) who came to compliment the Ca-MocxADER. 
liph, aad to negotiate a truce, and an ex- H^gyra 304. 
change of prifoners. ^^' *^' ^^^ 

The great pomp with which they were 
received, wafi a manifeft proof that their 
propofals would be accepted. The imperial 
palace was adorned with the richeft furni- 
ture I arms of all kinds were placed in view ; 
alL-the Caliph's guard was drawn up in the 
great fquare to the number of fifty dioufand 
men, to whom they publickly gave their 
pay in purfes of gold. In another place ap-^ 
peared four thoufand white eunuchs, and 
three thoufand black eunuchs, with feven 
hundred uihers to guard the gates and ave- 
nues to the palace. Within fide, and round 
about it, were put up thirty thoufand cloths 
before the doors, to keep out the wind, of 
which twelve thoufand wcreof filk, and five 
hundred of gold brocade, with twelve thou- 
fand five hundred pieces of tapeftry of ex- 
cellent workmanfhip. 

In the midft of the great hall, in which 
they gave audience to the ambafladors, was 
a tree of mafly gold, which had (amongft 
others) eighteen large principal branches, 
and thereon were placed birds of gold and 
filver, which clapped their wings, and 
warbled out various notes This tree caufed 
great furprize in the fpeftators, who could 
not fufficiently admire fo curious and incom- 
prehenfible a piece of mechanifm. 

There were alfo mock engagements on 

the watery a great number of boats, paint-^ 

Ya ed 
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MocTADER. cd and gilt, appeared on the Tygris, whicfif 
Hcgyra 304. formed fquadrons diftmguiflied by their fe- 

Ch. aer. 016. , / mv. ^ j 

^ vera! colours. The crews were neat and 
fine, and fome of them very richly dreffed. 
Thefe boats reprefented feveral naval a6tions, 
and were managed with the utmoft order and 
dexterity. 

Thefe feftivals being over, the truce and 
exchange of prifoners were agreed on ; and 
at the figning pf the treaty, magnificent pre- 
fents were made to the ambafladors. The 
vizir and chief men of the ftate, who had 
condufted them to their firft audience, re- 
conducted them with the fame pomp, when 
they had their audience of leave j and at their 
departure, the eunuch Munas was com- 
manded to attend them to the frontiers : 
there that officer paid into their hands one 
hundred thoufand gold crowns, for the ran- 
fom of the mufliilman captives. 

So noble a reception dazzled the ambaf- 
fadors, and gave them the higheft idea of 
the Caliph's court. The defcription they 
gave of it when they returned to Conftanti- 
inople, made a deep impreffion upon the 
emperor s council ; and they were highly 
pleafed at having taken the firft fteps towards 
a treaty with a prince, whofe power they 
concluded to be equal with his riches and . 
magnificence. 

And without doubt it would have equal- 
led them, had the government been in bet- 
ter hands ; but the fovereign having from 
his youth been ufed not to trouble himfelf 
2 with 
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with bufincfs, he differed very little in his Moctader. 
condudt when he came to riper years. The ^?^^^ ^^f 
ladies, the grandees, and the vizirs, were '^^'^ 
mafters of the ftate ; and the indolent Moc- 
tader, who was not wanting in abilities, 
thought, that by difplaying his grandeur, he 
fully performed the duty of a fovereign. 

However, he received fome uneafinefs on ?58y^ 305- 
account of the Karmathians, who were again ' ^' ^^^' 
in motion ; and he took the trouble of exa- The Karmar 
mining into the particulars of that affair, thimfeivw at 
After the death of Zccroune, their lafl Hejar, which 
commander, they chofe in his (lead one of 1^^^^^^ ^^j 
their chief officers called Abu Said, which 
was alfo the name of their general, who 
was killed in the reign of Mothaded. 

The new leader pufhed on his advan- 
tages ; he made conquefts in Chaldea, Syria, 
and Mefopotamia, and at laft fet himfelf up 
as fovereign in the city of Hejar, the an- 
cient capital of Arabia Petrea. ' With this 
conqueft his reign was terminated; for he 
was affaffinated in that capital by one of his 
flaves, whilft he was in the bath. This event 
happened in the 301ft year of the Hegyra. 

Abu Said was fucceeded by his eldeft fon ; 
but as he was of a very weakly conftitutjon, 
the council of the Karmathians refolved, 
that he fhould furrender the command to 
Abu Thaher, his younger brother, fo foon as 
the latter (hould be of due age. 

Abu Thaher having attained the age of Abu Thaher 
about nineteen years, did not wait till his S^^^^dL 
Y 3 brother 
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MocTADER. brother refigned his authority : he feized it, 
Hcgyra 305. and gavc out that he was infpircd by heaven » 
• ^' 9"7- and that God had revealed to him the moft 
hidden things. By thefe means he feduced the 
moft ignorant of his fcft; and as enthufiafm is 
a very catching diftemper, the Karmathians 
foon looked on Abu Thaher as a prophet : 
and at laft he was proclaimed as foie prince 
and chief of that feft. 
Hegyrasii. He gained an implicit obedience from 
Ch.xr.92j. them, by often telling them of the future 
grandeur of the nation, and of the great con- 
quefts which heaven had appointed him to 
make. Each iCarmathian offered tx) rifque 
his life and fortune in the fervice of the new 
prince and prophet. Thefe offers were very 
agreeable to Abu Thaher, who did not think 
fit to let them cool ; he marched out at the 
head of thofe determined men, and laid liege 
He fcizcs Ba- to Baforah. This enterprize proved fuccefs- 
forah. fui . ^j^^ ^j^y Was taken by affault : he caufed 

almoft all the inhabitants to be maflacred • 
and then gave up the place to be pillaged 
for fifteen days. 
Hegyra 312. Elated by this fijiGcefs, Aba Thaher en- 
ch. XT. 924. ^^j.gj Qjj ^^^ defigns. Amongft others, he 
He piandcrs attacked i caravan returning^ from Mecca, 
a caravan, jj ^^^ numerous, Vhd coi^fted of many 
perfons of note, who were condtKSed by a 
Muffulman of diftin^ion namfed Ab^allah. 
The Karmathian falling with his troops 
on the caravan, flew part of Aem, di^r- 
fed ihQ reft, and fcited all Aat the pil- 
grims 
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grims were poffeffed of. Abdallah thcii* Moctadbr. 
chief having been taken prifoner, Thaher ^^gy^^^^v 
propofcd to make ufe of his captive, in order " ^^' ^^^' 
to come to fome terms with the court of 
Bagdat. With that view he took great care 
of Abdallah, and treated him with the ut- 
moft civility. He alfo fent the chief men of 
the fed: to vifit him, and did all that lay in 
his power to gain his friendship. 

When Abu Thaher thought he had gained 
the good will of his prifoner, he imparted to 
him his dcfign of making peace with the 
Caliph : and defired he would befriend him 
in that matter with Mod:ader, to whom he 
propofed to fend an embafly with propofals 
for an accommodation. He added that as a 
proof of the fincerity of his intentions, hfc 
that moment would fet him at liberty, an4 
begged of him to make ufe of it, in pre- 
paring the court of Bagdat to lend a favour- 
able ear to the terms he (hortly intended to 
oflFcr. 

Abdallah was difnufTcd on the fpdt ; and ^^ P^opofes 

tfii*t** 1 t teims to the 

when they had given himtimeenoughto mol- Caliph, wkich 
lify the Caliph, embaffadors were fent to Bag- are rcjeae4- 
dat with coftly prefejits for Mofiader. That 
prince gave a gracious reception to the an- 
bailadors, and treated them and all their train 
with as much affability and politenefs, as if 

f diey had been fent to hiro by a real fove- 

I reign. 

This kind treatment gave the envoy hopes 

that Abu Thaher's terms would be accepted^ 

Y 4 however 



328 The H I S T O R y of 

MocTA^Bn. howfcvcr they were all totally rejc&ed. And 
Hcgyra 312. indeed his demands were a little extrava- 
Ch. aa-. 924. g^jjj^ rjij^^ Karmathians required; that the 

city of Baforah fhould be abfolutcly ceded 
to him 3 and that they ihould add to it the 
province of Ahwaz, to be erected into a 
principality for him and his defcendants. 

As he was perfedly well acquainted with 
the fituation of affairs at the court of Bagdat, 
he concluded that a government fo weak 
would make no difficulty to purchafe a peace 
at that price: but the Caliph thought his 
terms exorbitant; and without giving any 
Other anfwer, abfolutcly rcfufed to accept 
them. 

Abu Thaher was greatly furprifed when 
his embafladors, on their return, related to 
him the Caliph's anfwer. Infenfibly his fur- 
prize was turned into rage ; he rcfolved to 
take revenge for the flight that had been put 
upon his terms, which were indeed highly 
advantageous to him, but would at the fame 
time have reftored quiet to the empire. 
He therefore retook the field the following 
Hcgyra 313. Y^^^' ^"^ made new conqueils in the mufful- 
Ch* aer. 925. man territories. He attacked and feized many 
Abu Thaher towns, and in particular made terrible ha- 
feizcsCufah. vock in the country round about Cufah. 
, He befieged that city, took it by affault, 
gave it up to be plundered for feveral days, 
and flew the greateft part of the inhabitants ; 
fuch of them as efcaped the fury of the con- 
querors, were reduced toaflate of flavcfy/ 

It 
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It is not faid that any fteps were then taken MocTAj>tfc» 
at the court of Bagdat, to curb the infolence of ^egyra3i5. 
this rebel. He therefore continued his rava- • *r- 9 7* 
ges without interruption, till about the 3 iSth^^J^f^*'^*^ 
year of the Hegyra, when the Caliph fent out troops. 
a body of troops againfthim, under the com- 
mand of one of his officers named Jofeph. 
The Karmathians, encouraged by their fuc- 
cefs, defpifed the Caliph's armyj and Jofeph 
having rilqued an adlion, his troops were de- 
feated, and for the rnoft part put to the 
fword, and he himfelf taken prifoner. 

This vidtory was a frefh incitement to Abu He makes in- 
Thaher to perfcvere^ however, it feems his ^ • *^^^^^ 
intention was rather to intimidate the Caliph, hood of Bag- 
than to make conquefts ; for having formed ^^ 
a defign of approaching Bagdat, he only took 
with him a flying camp of four hundred 
horfe, with which he threw the whole neigh- 
bourhood, and even the capital, into the 
greatcft confternation. Modader caufed ten 
thoufand men to march out, and to endqa- 
vour to carry off the detachment; but the 
Caliph's troops returned without having made 
the leail attempt* 

Abu Thaher having returned with the 
fame expedition as he came, appeared again, 
and made a (hew of attacking Anbar, a city 
of Arabian Irak, twenty leaguesfrom Bagdat; 
but it was no more than a feint, and he 
again marched back. The court was fo ter- 
rified at this new proceeding, that fo fooh as 

they 
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MocTADKR. they heard of the Karmathians departure, 
He8y«i3"5- the Caliph, the minifters, and the ladies, 
Cl1.er.927, ^j^^ y^^ ^ ^j^j.^ jj^ jl^g government, re-^ 

turned thanks to God for the happy event, 
and diftributed fifty thoufand crowns in alms 
to the poor, Abu Thaher was not idle ; he 
foon appeared and alarmed them in other 
parts, and returned almoft as fuddenly. The 
poor were likewife benefited by this event; 
for they received on this occafion alms to 
the amount of one hundred thoufand 
drachmas. 
Hcgyra3i6. Thus the Karmathian fpcnt his timje in 
Ck. xr. 928. making incurfions, in order to exhauft the 
Caliph's treafury in alms^giving : he was 
not indeed obliged to think of making a de- 
fence, for they did not caufe any troops to 
march out againft him till a long time was 
pafled. He fufpcnded his incurfions to give 
reft to his troops 5 and made ufe of that 
jundture to go to Hejar, where he built a 
magnificent palace. 
Hezmtij. ^hilft the Caliph entertained hopes of 
Ch. aer. 929. enjoying a little quiet at Bagdat, in confe- 
Modadcris ^^^^^^ of the retreat of the rebels^ a re- 
acpofcd by volution of a moft extraordinary kind hap- 
Munas. pcned at court. Modader was depofcd from 
the Caliphate. Caher, his brother, was 
placed on the throne, and afterwards re- 
moved, to give way to Modaden Thefc 
tranfeaions all pafled in a very fliort time. 
The following is the account of that fingular 
event, given us by El Makin. 

The 
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The eunuch Munas, who was fo firmly Moctadek. 
attached to his prince, that he had procured Hcgyra3i7. 
him to be replaced on the throne at the time Ch.atf.929. 
an attempt. was made to deprive him of the 
crown, either really had, or thought he had, 
great reafon to be diffatisficd widi the con- 
duft of the Caliph, who, as Munas declared, 
had formed a defign of arrefting him. Of 
this he complained to his friends ; and the 
prince being informed of his fufpicions, was 
pleafed to ftrive to undeceive him, as to the 
information which he pretended had been 
given him. • 

Munas doubting of the Caliph's fincerity, 
and thinking himfelf in danger fo long as 
that prince remained on the throne, refolved 
to deprive him of the crown, arid to place 
it on the head of Caher ; which he hoped to 
accomplifh with the greater facility, as he 
was in the higheft credit with the foldiery. 
He therefore went one day to the imperial pa- 
lace with a body of horfe, and having forced 
his way into the Caliph's apartment, he feized 
that prince, and the princefs his mother, and 
fent them both to his own houfe. On leav- 
ing the palace he told the troops, that all it 
contained was their own, and that they might 
plunder without fear. The foldiers were far 
from being backward in taking advantage of 
the perniiffion, and in a very (hort time they 
carried off from the palace all the gold and 
filver they could lay uxeir hands on* 

Munas 
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MocTADfct. Munas having thus got Modader into his 
Hcgyra 317. powcr. Compelled him to furrender the Ca- 
CIl ». 929. liphate ; and that prince did fo on the fpot, 
in prefence of many witnieflcs: they then 
brought forth Caher, his brother, whom 
Munas caufed to be proclaimed Caliph by 
the foldiery ; and couriers were immediately 
difpatched to all the provinces, to inform the 
people of that event. 
Thefoldiay gut on the next day another revolution 
a^^lacc*^'' happened, which reftored things to their 
Modiadcr on former ftate. The troops demanded their 
the throne, p^y . j^^j a^airs being in fuch a condition, 
that the new Caliph was unable to fatisfy 
their demands, they were intreated to have 
a little patience. Enraged at the delay, they 
entered the palace in a tumultuous manner, 
killed an officer called Baruc, who had lately 
been appointed, captain of the guard by Ca- 
her, and began to cry out Modlader ! Modla- 
der ! At this cry, part of the foldiers went 
to the houfe of Munas, took out Moftader, 
and brought him in triumph to the palace. 
Thofe who began the tumult, feeing him ap- 
pear, pulled down Caher from the throne, 
placed Modader thereon, and inftantly 
brought his brother before him, to know 
how he {hould be dealt with. They, for the 
moil: party required he (hould be put to 
death. 

But at fight of him, the Caliph, being 
himfelf greatly difconcerted at thefe ftrangc 
events, gave him his hand, faying to him, 

" Come 
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^* Come near, brother, you are not guilty of MocTADSft. 
what has paffcd ; be comforted,'* added he, Hcgyra 317. 
embracing him, " I fwear that I will never ^^- *^- 9*^* 
do you the leaft ill turn." Caher only re- 
turned this fhort anfwer : " O commander 
of the faithful, God knows my heart." As 
to Munas, he quitted Bagdat the inftant that 
Moiflader reafcended the throne; but he kept 
up a correfpondence there, which foon caufed 
a new revolution. 

The Karmathians, who had remained Hcgyra 3 iS. 
quiet during thefe commotions, foon took ^' 93o- 
the field again. They marched from ^^JJ^f^^^ 
province of Baharein, where Abu Thahcr Nfo^ ^ 
had fixed their quarters, and took the road 
to Mecca, under the condudt of that prince. 
Their march was but one continued ravage, 
which became more furious as they ap- 
proached the neighbourhood of that city : 
they afterwards laid fiege to Mecca, carried 
it by ftorm, and flew more than thirty thou- 
fand perfons. But what muft have^ven in- 
finitely greater concern to all true Mufful- 
men, was their profanation of the temple of 
the Caabah : they took away the famous black 
ftone, which, ever fince the days of Maho- 
met, had been held in the higheft venera- 
tion by the Muffulmen. They filled with 
dead bodies the well of Zemzem, fo fa- 
mous, and held in fo great reverence by the 
Arabians: in (hort, they did all in their 
power to infult the whole nation, and the 
Caliph in particular, who, as the head of re- 
ligion. 
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MocTAOBR. ligion, muft have been affe(£ted in a moftlively 

I^ra 318. manner with the indignities committed in a 

b-«r.93o. ^^^^ which had been the nurfcry of Mitf- 

fulmanifm* 
Hcg:>Ta 319. Having thus pilbgcd Mecca» Abu Thabcr 
Cl1.ar.931. jj^arched towards Bagdat ; and leaving th© 
They make main body of his troops in a place at a con- 
incurfionsto fiderablc diftancc^ he went with about one 
iK^^f jj^g/ thoufand men to Ikirmifh in the neigbbour-f 
4tt. hood of that capital ; after which he paffed the 

Tygris, and advanced fo near, that it was high 
time to think of ftopping his progrefs. The 
Caliph appointed to the command on that oc-^ 
cafion, one of his captains named Abu Sage, 
who having affcmbled about thirty thoufand 
men^ marched out and encamped at ibme 
diftance from the poft whkh Thaher occu- 
pied. He fent one of his officws to recon- 
noitre the rebel's forces, and finding that 
they amounted to no more than one thou-* 
iand men, he wrote to the Caliph, and with 
great confidence affurcd him that he would 
ioon deliver up Thaher to him as a prifoncr, 
to be dealt with according to his plcafure, 
Modadcr being delighted with this promife ^ 
and being always apprehenfive that theencT 
my would elude him, wrote back on the 
fpot, and commanded his general forthwith 
to break down the bridge on the Tygris^ that 
Abu Sage def- he might notmakc his efcape. 
SyTwhLr' Ab« Sage, belying on his fuperior num. 
caufes the de- bcrs, did hot deign at firft to draw a fword 
£Sph?s *ga"^ ^ Karmathiani and as he had for*- 
twps. nierly 
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meriy been acquainted with him, he fent anMocTADBR. 
officer to inform him, that out of regard to JJ«gy« 3*9* 
thefriendftiip that had once fubfifted bc-^^'*"-*^'- 
tween them, he would now advife him to 
forrender, 6r to take the moil fpecdy means 
for making his efcape. 

Abu Thaher, who was one of the moft 
unlikely men in the world to relifh fuch ad- 
vice, afked the number of Abu Sage's troops? 
The officer anfwering, that he had thirty 
thoufand men. ** Tell him from me," re- 
plied the Karmathian, ** that if he has thirty 
ihouiand men, he has not three fuch fellows 
as mine are." Thereupon he caufed three 
of his foldiers to be called, and commanded 
the firft to ftabhimfelf, and he obeyed with- 
out the leaft hefitation : he ordered the fe- 
cond to throw himfelf into the Tygris, and 
he forthwith precipitated himfelf into the 
river : and the third, he commanded to af^ 
cend a lofty tower, atid throw himfelf down 
to the bottom, and he immediately did fo. 
Then addreffing himfelf to the muffulman 
officer, who had been a witnefs of what 
had paffed, '' Do you think," faidhe, " that 
a prince who has fuch foldiers, need fear the 
great number of his enemies ? For your 
part, I will give you quarter ; becaufe you 
do no more than your mafter has command- 
ed : but depend upon it, you fliall foon fee 
your general chained up imongft my dogs." 

The muffiilman officer being returnedi 
and having given an account of what he had 

feen 
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MocTADEn. fccn and heard, Abu Sage treated the fpeecb 
Hegyra 319. of the Karmathian as a ridiculous bravado^ 
Ch. w. 931. £qj. which he would foon give him due cor- 
rection ; and he deferred taking the necef- 
fary fteps to furround hkn (as he had pro- 
mifed the Caliph) till the next day 5 but the 
Karmathian did not give him an opportunity. 
As he was perfuadcd that the Muffulmen, 
depending on their fuperiority of niinxbers, 
would be off their guard, he refolved to be 
before-hand with them, and to attack them 
as foon as poffible in their camp : and there- 
fore, on the envoy's departure, Abu Thaher 
fent out fome perfons to reconnoitre the 
pofture of the enemy ; and having confi- 
dered the account they gave him of the muC- 
iulman encampment, he iiTued orders for an 
attack the following night. 

The Karmathians, affifted by the dark- 
nefs, having approached undifcovered, fell 
on a fudden upon Abu Sage's camp with 
fuch fury, that great part of his troops were 
flain, before it was well known that the enemy 
was in the camp ; and the flaughter conti- 
nued for a long time. This terrible alarm 
fo intimidated the Muffulmen, that they 
cculd not be prevailed on to make ufe of 
their weapons in their own defence. A 
great number of them took to flight j and 
fome of the fugitives, not knowing whither 
they went, (fo dark was the night) fell in 
amongft the Karmathians, who knocked 
them on the head. Abu Sage affembled 

round 
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routid about him a number of his braveft Moctader, 
foldiersj but their refiftance was inefFeftuals Hcgyrasip. 
the Karmathians cut them. in pieces, and at * *^-93'- 
laft fei^ed Abu Sage himfelf, whom they 
brought to their geneyal. Abu Thaher 
dealt with him as he h^d threatened to do, 
when the muflulman officer came to per- 
fuade him to furrender 5 he chained him up 
amongft his dogs. 

Abu Thaher contenting himfelf with 
having gained &> coniiderable an advantage 
in the very fight of the court, retired with 
his prifoners and the booty he had taken; 
and by his departure tranquillity was reftbred 
to the city of Bagdat. 

But a ftorm foon arofe, which brought The Caliph 
about a revolution. Although Modlader ^ot'ap^^^^^ 
had promifed Caher that he would bflry iii hendcd- 
oblivion the injury be had done him in de^^^ 
Driving him of the Caliphate, yet ht caufed 
him to be feized and put in prifon. Kon- 
demir, from whom this fad: is taken, addsj 
that the Caliph intended to put him to death. 
It is probable that Caher did not entertain a 
due fenfe of his brother's clemency, but had 
been guilty of fome new crime > and it ap- 
pears, that from the time of die infurredtioa 
by which Caher was placed on the throne, 
he kept up his connexions with Munas, and 
found means, though a prifoner, to carry 
on a cx)rrefpondence with him, by the a4Sft- 
anceof one of that eunuch's brothers^ wha 
lived at Bagdat : for as to: Munas, he had 
VolIIL Z kept 
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MocTAOBi. kept himfelf at a diftance ever fince the in* 
Hcgyrt3i9. jury he had done to Modader, by railing his 
Ch. sn93i. brother to the throne. 

Munas, who was doubtless weary of be- 
ing thus condemned to baniihment, of which 
he could expert no end fo long as MccSiadcr 
lived) agreed with Caher to deftroy that 
prince. The eunuch imparted the fecret to 
a barbarian, a bold intrepid man, and ready 
to undertake any thing for money s fo that, 
in coniideration of a large fum which was 
promifed him, he engaged to kill the Caliph. 
The ailafiin had a qualification which re^r 
commended him to Modader : he was the 
beft horfeman in the country ; and as the 
Caliph took great delight in tilts and tour- 
naments, he often entertained his court with 
that diver fion ; at which the barbarian was 
always prefent, and gamed great admiration 
for his ikill and agility. 
HcjjaflaiE- One day when a tournament was held 
by order of the Caliph in the principal 
fquare of Bagdat> the barbarian appeared, 
and pkafcd the whole affembly, by the 
graceful manner in which he managed his 
horfe, and by the dexterity he fhewed in 
funning at the head. TheCaliph caufed him 
to repeat it fcveral times -, and as the guard, 
which furroundcd that prince, prevented 
him from feeing all thatpafled in the fquare, 
he ordered them to fall back into a line on 
each fide of him, that his view might not 
be interrupted: the barbarian thiis finding 

. . the 
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the way open to the prince, galloped to-*&ctAofift* 
wards him, and thrufting a lance into his Hegyra 319. 
hreaft, rode off full fpeed. ^ Ch.*.^3,. 

His defign was to have gone inftantly to The aflaffia's 
the prifbn where Caher was confined, and ^^^ 
to have imparted the event to perfonsf er^ 
prefsly provided, who only waited his arrival 
to force open the prifon-doors ; but he did 
not go fo far : in crofling the market-place^ 
his horfe, who was ftartifli, took fright oii 
feeirig an afs loaded with bruflb faggots^ 
which dragged on the ground. The notSs 
occafioned the horfe to rear up agaiftft ^ 
butcher's ftall, and the aflaffin was hung by 
the throat on one of the hooks, his horfe at 
the fame time running away ffom undti 
him. 

The Caiiph*s attendants, l^ho parfued 
the murderer, foon came there, ai>d finding 
him thus hanging, and almoft dead, they 
prepared to make him feel a more cxquifite 
punifliment for his crime, whilft he was yet 
alive. They took the load of faggots which 
were at hand, put theni under the barbarian, 
fet'them on fire, and burned birtf. 
' As to the Caliph, he fell the moment hi 
received the wound, and died in a fhort 
time. He was about thirty-eight year? old, 
^nd had reigned near twenty-five years. Me 
left three children, Radi, Moktaphi, and 
Mothi, who all reigned aft^r - Caher their 
uncle. 

Z 2 The 
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MocTAMEV ' The death of Modtader is related in a 
Hcgyra3i9. different manner by other authors. El Ma- ' 
Ch.«r.93i. j^^ £^yg^ ^j^^^ Munas having been informed 

S wSeT ^^^ Moftader had formed a refolution of ' 
Makin relates taking him by force from his afylum, and _ 
the Caliph's putting him in prifon, had coUeded a body 
of troops, and came and fat down before 
Bagdat : that the Caliph put hiiiifelf at the 
head of his own forces, and marched out to 
attack him; and that a bloody aftion enfued> 
in the heat of which Modlader having been 
taken by a body of barbarians, was killed by 
one of them, who cut off his head and pre- 
iented it to Munas. 
^^Fan^ui Abul Faragius indeed agrees, that Munas 
t^MLdt ^^^^ ^^^ (qtccs to attack Bagdat ; but he 
this,a&dfome givcs US to underfland, that he did not mean 
oduardraim. ^^ jj^^^ j^g foj.^^ affainil the Caliph; and that 

fiances of his • • , /• i ^ ^ i r ^u ' 

jogn. his deugn was only to take revenge of the 

vizir, with whom he was highly offended. 
He adds> that at the time Munas laid iiege 
to Bagdat, the Caliph was an utter (Iranger 
both to his revolt and his proceedings ; aud 
that being under the greatefl furprize to be 
attacked at a time he was fo unprepared to 
liiftain a fiege, his minifters advifed him to 
go out to meet his enemy, in fuch a manner 
as might either mollify him, or prevail on 
jhdis troops todefert him; and the beft e^cpe- 
dient they could Contrive was, that the Ca- 
liph attended by the dodors of the law, each 
having the Koran open on his breafl, (hb^Jd 

appear 
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appear befwe the bcfiegers, on which theyMocTAoi^, 
doubted not but the greateft part of the re-Hcgyra5i9. 
bels would quit Munas, and come to the^*^'^*' 
Caliph's afliftance. 

' This advice was followed, but without 
fuccefs. The Caliph went out of Bagdat^ 
and would have approached the enemy's^ 
camp J buti inftead of feeing the befiegers 
come to join him, he was abandoned even 
by thofe that had accompanied him : he 
therefore refolved to return into the city, 
when he was met by Ibme foldiers. As they 
appeared to have no good defign, Modlader 
faid to them, " Remember 1 am the Ca- 
liph/' " We know thee well, bafe man,'' 
replied they, and one of them having given 
him a blow which fdled him> the others 
put an end to his life. They then ftripped 
him, cut off his head, and left the body 
naked in the midft of a field, where it was 
found by a labourer, who dug a grave and 
buried it on the fpot. The head having been 
brought to Munas, it is faid he was filled 
with grief to find, that his vengeance, which 
was defigned only againft the vizir, had 
caufed the deftrudtion of the- Caliph. Thia 
is the account given by Abui Faragius* 

The fame author, ipeaking of the charac- 
ter of this prince, fays. That though he was 
no more than thirteen years of age when he 
afcended the throne, he fhewed he had no 
mind to be governed ; that all Bagdat talked 
of the fpirit heihewed; and that the vizit 
Z 3 fufpcftm 
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MocTAOBn. fufpedting the young prince of a deftgn to 
Hcgyra 319. take away his poft, formed a preyed to dc- 
Ch.s^.gju pj.jy^ Yiim of the crown, and to place it on 
the head of Caher j but that the minifter 
changed his opinion, when he found the 
Caliph was better inclined towards him. 
Abul Faragius adds, that the vizir was 
Shortly afterwards aflaflinated by Hofiain 
cbn Hamadan, who having been concerned 
with the vizir in the confpiracy againft the 
Caliph, was apprehenfive that nainifter would 
one day make the prince his enemy. The 
fame author continuing his relation, fays. 
That Hofiain perfifting in the defign he had 
formed with the vizir, found means to drive 
Mo<ftader from the tlu-one, of which he had 
juft taken pofleffion ; that to this end he 
caufed Motaflcm to be proclaimed, and gave 
' him the firname of Modadi-Billah j that he 

afterwards caufed it to he fignified to Modta- 
der, that he muft quit the imperial palace j 
that the young prince defircd he would wait 
till the next day, which having been grant- 
ed, he took advantage of the rcfpite, and 
prepared for his defence; that Hoifain com- 
ing on the morrow with the new Caliph to 
take poficfiion of the palace, found all Moc- 
tader's attendants under arms, who refufed 
him entrance : that they came to blows, the 
adion was bloody, and lafbd the whole day 5 
and that at lengthMoftader's party prevailed, 
and Hofiain eicaped into Mefopotamia, Mo- 
lafienoi, who was thus illegally made Caliph^ 
> and 
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and who had appointed a vizir^ fled into the Moot ader. 
Defert with his niinifter; and this is the ac-Hegyrasip. 
count given by Abul Faragius of the firftC'^**^-93i- 
depoling of Moiftader. 

In a fliort time that prince, who is repre- 
fented by fome authors, and particularly by El 
Makin, as a man of the utmoft indolence, 
foon (hewed the contrary, according to Abul 
Faragius. A fedition arofe in Bagdat, which 
was pfobably occalioncd by the fecret prac- 
tices of Hoffain and his party. The citi- 
zens and merchants were robbed or aflafli- 
nated in their own houfes -, and the muti- 
neers threatened to plunder the whole city. 
Modader in perfbn headed his troops, put 
part of the rebels to the fword, and fuch 
as they feized were foon afterwards publickly 
executed. 

In writing the life of Moftader I have 
followed the opinion o£ El Makin, which 
feemed to me the more probable, as Abul 
Faragius himfelf, who has defcribed that 
prince, as fo adtive and valorous in his ear- 
lieft youth, has not through his whole reign 
furnifhed us with another proof in fupport 
of that aflertion : whereas, according to the 
pidture drawn of him by El Makin, he was 
indolent at the beginning, and continued fa 
to be until his death. 

During the reign of this prince, a famous stoiy of Hof. 
man, named Hoffain Hallagc, was exe- *"«» *^^*8^v 
cuted. He had for a long time gained great 
re^e^ from the people ia the feveral parts 
Z 4 where 
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MocTADER. where he had inhabited : he was fu{)pofed, 

Hegyra3i9. to have thc gift of rcvclation, and it was 

Ch. ar. 931. reported that he could difcover the moft fc- 

cret thoughts. He led a very aufterc life ; 

and it is even aflertcd, that during a long 

refidence in Arabia, he lived a whole year 

in a cave, bare-headed, and unpro^ded of 

raymentfuitable to the different feafbns : he 

faded often in the year, and for many days 

together took no food 5 after which he broke 

his faft, only by eating three mouthsful of 

bread and drinking a little water. 

His difcourfe was fuitable to his wife con- 
duft ; he preached up the ftrideft morality, 
and above all fpoke of the love of God with, 
fo great zeal and enthufiafin, as might per- 
fuade the hearers he was thoroughly aflfeded 
by it " Seventy years have paSfedy" would 
he often fay," fincc thc divine flame was firft 
lighted up in my entrails 3 they would have 
been entirely coniiimed, but for a fpark of 
him who is fbvereign truth, which gave a 
new life to my afhes. He alone, who is in- 
flamed by the fame fire, can tell how great 
is my burning." After which he cried out, 
*' Oh ! divine love, fly to my fuccour, that 
we may be infeparably united ; thou alone, 
O Lord, knoweft the condition of a heart 
which burnetii with the love of thee.*'^ 

He often mixed with his difcourfe many 
th»ngs which have induced fome authors to 
believe he was a Chriftian. For example, 
he often cried out in a tranfport, "Be he 
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for ^er praifed, who manifeftcd to us his Moctader. 
humanity, concealing at the fame time his J^gy^a 3^9- 
divinity, which pervades all things, info- -an-psi. 
much that he condefccnded to appear 
amongft us, eating and drinking like us/* 
And at the time fentence of death was paiTed 
on him, he only faid, ** He that invites 
me to the banquet, docs me no wrong in 
making me drink of the cup which he him- 
felf drank of before his death." This was 
the very language of the martyrs. 

But the fame enthufiaft, who was fufpeft- 
ed of being a Chriftian, obfcrved the mufr 
fulman law with the greateft punduality, 
and performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, as 
a follower of Mahomet : and it was even 
on account of this pilgrimage, that a dif- 
pute arofe which brought him to a fhameful 
end. 

This cataftrophe happened at Bagdat, 
where he came to refide about the 309th 
year of the Hegyra, after having dwelt a long ^ 
time at Mecca. His aufterity, his piety, and 
the religious ftrain which abounded in His 
difcourfe, all contributed to gain him a great 
number of followers, but at the fame time 
to raife up againft him many enemies, efpe- 
cially amongft the doctors of the mufTulman 
law, who refolved to deftroy him. They 
therefore diligently fought for the means of 
accufing him ; and as they could find no 
fault with his life, they confined themfelves 
to his doctrine. Their firft attempts to dif- 

covcr 
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MocTApiR. cover feme error therein was fruitlefs ; he 

Hegyra3i9- boldly ftopd the. trial, and fully refuted all 

Ch.«r.93i- ^gjj. arguments; but the dodors having 

been informed he had taught his difciples 

that, they might difpenfe with themfelves 

from performing the journey to Mecca, his 

adverfaries ftuck to that point, and thereon 

he was condemned. 

He was interrogated therefore, whether a 
man might decline going a pilgrimage to 
Mecca? He anfwcred (agreeable to what 
he had already advanced in his writings) 
•* That he might abfolutely do fo, but on 
the following conditions : Firft, He muft 
fet apart a room of his houfe, which muft 
be kept very neat and plean, but without the 
leaft furniture. Secondly, That he ihpuld 
permit no perfon to enter therein. Thirdly, 
That all the accuftomed ceremonies were to. 
be performed, and the ufual prayers recited 
there* Fourthly, That after having ob- 
ferved all the duties prefcribed by the Uw, 
as an equivalent for the trouble^ fatigue and 
hazard of the journey, which was dSpenfcd 
with, he fhould affemble together thirty or- 
phans in the fame place, who fliould be 
cloathed and fed during thirty days. He 
wa$ befides perfonally to wait on them at 
table, and upon difmiffing them, give to 
each thirty drachmas." 

At this rate, the difpenfation for the 
voyage to Mecca fliould feem to have been 
fet at a high price 3 and indeed^ what the 

prifoner 
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prifoner fubftituted in the place of that pil- Moctader. 
grimage, might have feemcd very reafon-Hegyra3i9. 
able to a Muffulman : but yet it was the ^^•'^•5^^' 
caufe of his condemnation. The Cadi, or 
chief magiftrate, judged hinii worthy of 
death, and the r^ft of the affembly joined 
with him in opinion. 

When fentence was pafled, the prifoner 
calmly faid to his judges, ** You ought not 
to have dipped your hands in my blood; my 
faith is the fame with that of all true Muf. 
fulmeil ; my dotftrine is truly orthodox, and 
I have always carefully followed the tradi- 
tions of our forefathers ; my writings will 
inconteftably prove this fad. You condemn 
me from human views ; your fentence is 
unjuft ! My fole confolation is, that I die 
innocent j and juft heaven will furely re- 
venge my death/' 

This pretended criminal was foon exe- 
cuted ', and they put him to as painful a 
death, as if he had committed the moft^ 
atrocious crimes. They firft cruelly fcourged 
him with rods 5 after which they cut oflF his 
arms and legs, and at lail his head. The 
trunk and limbs were forthwith burned, and 
the afhes thrown into the Tygris. As to the 
head, it was fixed on the point of a lance, 
and fet up in a publick part of the city. 

El Makin relates, that Modader was fa-^ 
vourable to the Chriftians 5 and that a go- 
vernor of Egypt having laid a tax on the 
bifhpps, moaks^ &c. in the year 313, that 

prince 
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MocTADE*. prince took it off again, and ordered, that 
Hcgyra3i9. thc)^ fhould be fuffered to enjoy the immu- 
Ch.aBr.931. nities which the author of their vocation 
had granted to them. 

The fame writer adds. That in the feid 

year 313, there appeared in Egypt a bright 

radiant liar, followed by an immenfe red 

flame, which reached from north to fouth, 

and appeared to be thirty fathoms long, and 

about two fathoms broad, wreathed like a 

ferpent. 

Rife of the During the reign of this prince, and about 

g^Sf-*^ the 298ih year of the Hegyr^, Abu Mo- 

hammed Ob^idallah, who may be called the 

Founder, or at leaft the forerunner of the 

Dyiiafty of the Fatimite*, fo famous in the 

ixiuffulman hiftory, eftabliihed himfelf in 

Africa. He claimed to be defdendcd from 

AH, the prophet's fon-in-law, and in order to 

gain ftill greater refpeft and veneration,- he 

drew his pedigree from Ali, by Fatima,- 

Mahomet's favourite daughter. For which 

caufe, inftead of calling himfelf barely an 

Alian, he chofe rather to aflbmethe name 

of a Fatimite; a name which was borne by 

his dcfcendants, and under which they 

reigned a long time in Africa and Egypt- 

The defcent of thofe princes from Ali and 
Fatima was ftrongly contcfted. And Da- 
bebi, an old Arabian author, fays that none- 
but ignorant perfons would call them Fati- 
mites 5 and that, far from being dcfccndcd 
from fo iUuftriotts a flock, he kne\y>. from 

undoubted 
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undoubted authority, that Obeidallah wasMocTADEi. 
either one of the Magi, or a Jew by vq-- ^^SY^ 3^9- 
ligion/and atockfmith by profeffion'; and^*"' '^'^^'' 
that he had for a long time carried on his 
trade at Salaroiah, a town in the diftrid of 
Emeffa in Syria. 

But however that was, it is certain that 
Obeidallah made a great figure amongft the 
MufTulmen ; and that having given himfelf ^ 
out to be a prophet, he foon gained a great 
number of difciples, whom he put under 
arms,and by whofe means he made conquefts* 
His firft expedition was againft the Aglabites, 
fo called from Agkb, who having been apr- 
pointed by Haroun governor of the province 
of Africa,, found means to make himfelf ab- 
folute mafter of the country, and thereto 
to add other conquefts ; of all which he and 
his pofterity had continued to be the fove- 
reigns, from the 1 84th year of the Hegyra 
to the 298th year of the fame, at which 
time Ziadat-Allah, the laft prince of that 
Dynafty, was defeated by Obeidallah, and 
deprived of his dominions. The latter main- 
tained his ground againft his enemies, and 
^ranfmitted his power to his defcendants, 
who after having reigned piany years in 
Africa with great tranquillity, conquered 
Kgypt from the Akfchidians. Mention will 
often bp made of that illuftrious family in 
ihe fequel of thi§ hiftory. . 

-CAHER 
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cahe.. c a H E R-B I L l a H. 

Hcgyra32o. 

ai.^r.93^- The THIRTY-EIGHTH CALIPH. 

Caher^s ^^AHER, third fon of Mothadcd, who 

^^^f^nf^' VJ was in prifon at the time of bis brother's 

death, was immediately afterwards rcleafed, 

in order to be placed on the throne. This 

Erince was remarkable only on account of 
is vices. He was capricious and cruel, 
without honour, without feeling, excefiivelv 
covetous, and made ufe of all, even the moft 
barbarous means, to gratify his paffion for 
money. Such is the pifture hiftorians have 
given us of the monfter whom the Saracens 
proclaimed Caliph after Moftadcr. Hap- 
pily his reign was fhort. On account of his 
crimes he loft his crown, after having worn 
it about eighteen months ; and the miferable 
life he led from the time of his depriviation, 
was a juft, but too mild a puniftiraent for the 
wickednefs of his reign. 

So foon as this prince was in poflcffion of 
the throne, he gave fignal proofs of his ava^ 
rice and cruelty, by cauiing a ftridt enquiry 
to be made touching all fuch as had lived 
with Moftader, that he might take frofl> 
ihera the riches they had received from 
him. He did not ' even fpare his own mo- 
thcr, (who was alfo mother to the late 
.Cali^) he caufcd her to appear before him, 

and 
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and aikcd her were flie had placed her Cahe». 
riches ? The princefs having anfwered that 558y~ ^^' 
ihc had no money, and that her whole pro- * *'' ^^** 
perty confifted in cloaths and hou (hold-fur- 
niture ; Caher^ .who firmly believed the con- 
trary, threatened her with the moft rigorous 
treatment, if (he did not immediately make 
a difcovery of her money and jewels. And 
as flie ftill perfiftcd in denying, he com- 
manded that (he ihould be hanged up by 
the heels in bis prefence, and was fo bar- 
- harous as to fl;rike her with his own hands, 
faying at each blow, " Tell n^, where is 
your money?" The princefs continuing fted- 
faftly to affirm. that fhe was not miftrefs of 
any, he caufesd her to be loofed, and fent 
back to her apartment, where (he ftiortly died. 
As Caher was determined at all events to 
get fome money from his mother, he re- 
fumed all the donations and prefents (he had 
made, and moreover caufed all her furniture 
and e(Fed:s to be publickly fold. The mef- 
fengers who came to put the infamous order 
in execution found her alive -, but this cruel 
bJow fenred to haften her approaching end. 
- Jle beftowed thefamekind of treatment ov 
the friends and fervants of his late brother : 
the greateft part of them were put to the tor- 
ture, that they might be forced to give up their 
iubOance, which was the only way of avoid- 
ing thofe horrid torments. Even his vizir was 
not exempt from his fury. I& had juft no- Hegyn 321. 
minuted to that. poft. a.perfon of great oredit ^^ ^^ 9J3* 

jmongft 
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Cah^r* amongft the MufTukaen, called £bn Moclach. 
Hegyra 321. Hewasvizir under the preceding Caliph; but 
c • «r.933, ^^^j. through caprice of theprincc, or court 
intrigues, he remained only one vear in that 
office, and lived privately tiU the advance^ 
ment of Caher, who reftored him to his 
pofl ; and in a (hon time, for fome difguft 
which is not particularly mentioned^ cau<fed 
his right hand to be cut off, and yet conti- 
nued him in the iame employment* 
A confpiracy . Thcfe horrid and repeated cruelties railed 
^Cabcr. ^ ^^^ indignation of the people, and particu- 
larly of the nobles, who were continually 
apprehenfive, that the favage Caher would * 
deal with them in like manner, in order to 
feize their eftates^ A confpiracy was there* 
fore formed by three amcHigft them to {bake 
off the yoke, and free the ftate from fo op- 
preflivc a tyrant. 

Munas was one of the firfl that engaged 
to revenge the honour of the crown, fo 
fcandalouily fullied by the avJEirice and cru- 
elty of the fovercign. Balik, the high cham- 
berlain, joined Munas, and prevailed on his 
fon Ali to engage in the plot. It was thought 
tliey might fafely impart it to the vizir Moc- 
lach,. who was very ready to affift in de- 
throning a prince who had fo cruelly tufed 
him. The confpirators found means to add 
to their number Zairac,, captain of the pa- 
laee-guard, whoipromifed.thfim his utmoft 
,. , ...afliftanccj and from. that.. moment they 
«' looked on themiBhcsu.a$-:^rc:lo£.tbe fuc- 
eefivof :their dtfign. Zairac 
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Zairac, without delay, took the moft ef- Caher. 
fe£hial meafures to fecure all the avenues to^^gya 32 '• 
the palace, and to prevent any perfons from ' ^' ^^^' 
entering there but fuch as. were relations or The Caliph 
friends of the confpirators ; but the very ^lo^trand pre- 
day on which the blow was to be flruck, vents it. 
\i^ereby the Caliph was to be deprived of 
his crown, the whole plot was difcovered to 
him by a Muffulman called Taharif, who 
had overheard all that pafled at the laft con- 
ference held by Muftas and his party. He 
difguifed himfelf in female attire, and found 
means to flip into the palace, and to get 
into Caher's apartment. He revealed to him 
the names of the chief conipirators, and ad- . 
vifed him without delay to be on his guard, 
for that the ftorm would burft on that very 
day after evening-prayer ; and that Ali, the 
fon of Balik, would appear the firft to feize 
him. 

The Caliph, who began already to be ap- 
prelienfive of fome uncommon event by the 
ftir he obferved amongft his guards, made 
no doubt of the truth of Taharif 's ftory ; 
he therefore diredted him inftantly to apply 
to the family of Said, to inform them of his 
dangerous Situation, and to order them to 
fend himfpeedy affiftance : he at the fame 
time pointed out a private way, by which 
the fuccour might fafely come to him, if they 
took due precaution to avoid the guards who 
were pofted near it. 

Vol. III. A a Ta- 
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Caher. TahaFif c©mf)lied wiftb. Ae Calipb'i qr- 

Hfgyra 321. ders, Olid all things &6nie4 bd^ily tq 4%(iir 
•"^'^^^- fpire in his defence. The houfc qfi. Said 
provided themfelvres with fhprt yf^fM» 
which they conceakd under their garnpisnt^, 
and entered the palace by the w^y thi^Qn^ 
liph had pointed out That prioee pbwwk 
them in different. ap;2rtfpcnts>. and <»dm^ 
them to remain conces^ed^ uQj^l th«y*i2tiovUk 
receive further orders frpm hint. 

So foon as evcniiig-prftyer ww wer,. AJi 
ben Balik went to the palaoe, and Qf&r^D»: 
go to the Caliph, but b^e: w4St denied Qp.t«iMMr 
into his apartment. He began to quarodi 
with the door-keeperS| relying upQO beixig; 
fqpported, in cafe of need».by the .v.i^. giiJirds 
whofe commandant waa>inithe plot ; buttiflt 
his great furprize^ foms^ of thp Said-s zj^f* 
ppared. with arms,, who fei^ed Hinj, and; 
placed him in a room, imder a proper guards 
The confpirator^ impatiently, waitedlfor 
news of Ali's cnterprizpj but thw cQvUd 
hear none, except; tljafc he-hRd, afewifebceito 
denied admifiion tQ) the Galiph,. and: that 
they had afterwards pefnjitted>himv to enter. 
This account had a different effedltuponi 
the qonfpirators. Moqlach imagining the^ 
plot was diftovened, inftiantly provided for- 
his own fafety, and.made his, efcape. B^r 
lik, on the contrary;, . who did not in the. 
leaft fufped: it, and. whofe thoughts were 
turned only on the infult committed on hi^.. 
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feh> in* donym^hftn entrance into the apartf-CAHEit. 
m<toC6i v«^<t6'th^pblacc to complain of it:Hegyra32i. 
Kb was- Emitted to thd Caliph's prefcnce, ^^' ^- ^^* 
^d. waj thei»6 apprehended'. 

Up6n this 6aher fmrnediately fent one of 
his'attendftftfe ttyMtinas, defiring Kis' Ipeedy 
prefeiic^ abottCf w afFatr of irtiportance, in 
.'witich* h€ wanted Ms advice. Mnnas made 
fiHne- difficulty to- comply, and- with' good 
js^6ny but>« in a11pit>bability, He was igno- 
rant that* the- Saids' were in pofleffion of 
the interioi* part of thepafece: however, being 
eftrn^y iritrealerfby the naeflenger^ He yicldS- 
od>^ aiid» weIl^ vWth him; He croHed the 
;a^f fh^htfeF tiR he^ odnle-fothab of the Caliph ; 
and«£> foon^as the db6p was opened, Caher 
advanced tO'Hlcet himi and feizing him by 
tfe^'gstnricritv dwnmanded fuch^of the Saids 
aS' V^effc at hand^ to apjirehehd him, and keep 
iMoidoftf prifoner* 

The Caliph then going'into another room, 
cdltamanded thdt the head of Ali flioijld'be 
iaftantiy^broughtf him^ in a difli. His- com- 
linfands havirigbccn obeyed on the fpot, the 
GaUph tek)fc*tfiedi(h^^ and entering the room 
wher«' Balik was guarded; he placed' the 
head of hisfonon atabld near Kimf, arid go- 
ing otrt told hinii that if he did not khow^ 
w^ofe it' was, he would* give' him a little 
tinie to difcover it. Hbw {hocking a fight 
m»ft this be tb a father ? and how fatal a pre- 
fage toBklik himfelf ? And indeed his fate w^s 
foon- decided* The Caliph having aiForded 
Aa 2 him 
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Caher. him a {hort fpacc to view the head of His 
Hegyra32i. dear fon, commanded the father's head tb 

Ch. «. 933. ^^ ^if^ ^^j ^flp ^^ pl^^^ jjj ^^ £^jjj^ ^yjj^ 

which he ordered to be brought to him. So 
foon as this was done, he again took thedifh, 
carried it to the room where Munas was in 
Guftody, and fet it before him. The eu- 
nuch Hiuddering at fo horrid a fight, cried 
out, " May the curfe of God li^t on the 
author of fuch barbarity !" The Caliph did 
not give him time to fay any mor^; he 
caufed his head to be cut off, and put in tht 
fame di(h with the two others. On the next 
day each of the heads was fixed on the point 
,of a lance, and carried through all the ftreqts 
of Bagdat, preceded by the common cryer, 
who from time to time faid with a loud 
voice, " Behold the reward of thofe that 
have broken their oath made to the Caliph, 
and who have endeavoured to raife diftur- 
bances in the ftate/' 
The Caliph's ' Thefc bloody exccutions being over, Ca- 
Ar^Ahmet ^^^ entertained not the .leaft fear of any fu- 
ture cabals, and gave a looie tb his cruel dif- 
pofition. He caufed the prince to be feized, 
who, according to common report, was to 
have fupplied his place if the plot had fuc* 
ceeded : it was his own nephew Abu Ahmet, 
Ion of the Caliph Moktaphi. He caufed 
him to be brought before him, and having 
carried him to ^ place called the Haram, 
which is the moft private part of the Seraglio, 
he commanded his attendants to feize him, 

and 
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-an^ -nail him up againft one of die parfitions Caher. 
♦with four large nails which he'had caufedHegyra32i. 
to be made for that purpofe. ^^' ""'• 933- 

Whilft the unhappy Ahmet* was ex- He extorts a 
piring, Caher fent for Abu Jahia, a lawyer |>°i ^^"^^ 
of great reputej and who was deemed to be '^^ 
'very rich. So loon as he appeared, the Ca- 
liph told him he flood in great need of the 
■fum of two hundred thoufand denarii, and 
that he muft defire him to advance the mo- 
"iiey forthwith. 

Jahia pleading his inability of furnifhing 
fo large a fum, the Caliph interrupted him, 
and faid, " How is this ? Abu Ahmet, who is 
in the next room, aflured me you were able to 
lend the money, and is of opinion you fliould 
do fo : go with me to him," added Caher, 
taking the lawyer by the hand. It may be 
eafily imagined to how great a degree Jahia 
was terrified, to fee even the Caliph's ne- 
phew expiring under fo uncommon a pu- 
nifliment. He forefaw that if he continued 
to refufe a compliance with that prince's de- 
mand, he muft (hare the fame fate ; he 
therefore promifed, that he would ftrip him- 
felf of every thing to make up the futii in 
queftion. 

• El Makin fpeaking of Ahmet, only fays fhat he was 
confined in a room, the door whereof the Caliph caofed to 
be walled up, and in which he fufiered that yoong prince 
to die of hunger. Kondemir fays almoft the iame uimg. 

A a 3 This 
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Cahe^. This jvas the laftbarb^oij^s 6e/&A i^ Qir 

Hcgyrajii- Uph cxccutcd. Thc vizk ^^Ifc]^, ^^ 

Ch.aBr.934. j^^j concealed hitpfelf cswr fijnpc 4^P ^P9r 

Moclachforiii»y^5^.y ^f ^^^ j^ pj^^ ^hii#ed aft^ a paore 

^acyagainft fayourable .oppqrlivnity pf reyeiigipg feftfr- 

the Caiifli. felf on tlxe tyrajQ;t ; aa^ ^^99 j^ <?<>Q$f^^!4 

the hate ana fury which ha^ ^i^i^P ^9 i^l^ 

i^ind$ of all men on zccQunt of ^ (?ueS|l 

/death of Ahmet, he thought ft h^B^ep ^c§r 

fiqn could pot oiler. 

The nobility and great me^ of the ^$tP 
^o mvrmured loudfy. A genef^l ^(fion^ 
tcpl: appeared, and npthing ^»t g (?>ii<f 
jCeemed yiranting to excite a revplt. 

Moclac)^ undertook tp garry ft int^ 0x^r 
fcytiofi : however^ hp d^ed n^ot yef il^ali:^ 
1})$ aj^araivre ; but ^ he v/§$ f^ man AiU^ 
artfiicje and cupping, he, {hp^gh abfenjt, fb 
yrc]\ qifpaa^d t)ie design tjiat ^t ^as attend^ 
• ^yith fucce^. His j(lrpve (o intim^^ 8iin.(^ 

conomander pf the Jprkjfti gii|it}4,by c^vifin^ 
it to b^ infipufted ^o li^m, that cpnifj^efi^g 
the fangijipafy difpp^tjpn f>i the Caliph, hp 
}>pd r,e?1bi^ to fear his p^n f^ftty . jSipift wgp 
ijspflhle of the tfod^ of ^^t pbfervatipn^ 
fin4 pQpferfCfi pR |hi§ hpad v^itji pf her Qflll- 
cers, who were filled with the fam« apprer 
henfions. They earneftly required, that 
preylpji? tp 5^ny ^ttpp^pt a cppferppce i\io^\d 
pe hpl4 with Mo^lach, who confented, pro^ 
per fftcurity hayjng |)een firfl gjyef^ tphip); 
and after a few conferences, it was agreed 

that 
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tbtt. Caber flK>uld be depofed; which ^asCAHSR. 
t9 be brought abcHit iln che following fnan^ Hegym 322. 
Aer : as the pay of the troops was in atrear, ^^' *'* 9^*' 
the fi)ldiers were to demaiKl die money with 
ioud cries^ aojd without waiting for any an*- 
iwt^r irom coart» the ofiicers and foidiers 
were to afcend to the Caliph's apartment^ 
^nd4€^ him thence, in order to put him ia 
priion, after which a fucceflbr was to be ap^ 
poiated. 

The event of this plot was fuccefsful to 
the conipirators. . The foidiers having madt^ 
the clamour agreed on, the officers^ who 
only waited for that figi^al, infl:antly went 
to the Caliph's apartment, with fome troops* 
Caher having enquired into the caufe of the 
difturbance, was informed it was a revolt, 
which he could not pof&bly guard againfl:^ 
becaufe the coofpirators were already in 
pofTeflion of the palace. The Caliph ran with 
the utmoft fpeed through a gallery which 
led ID a bath -, and finding that the confpira^ 
tors broke t>pen the doors, and fearched 
all the chambers, he found means tq get 
on the roof of the bath, and there a:)ncealed 
himfelf ; but his purfuers fought after him 
io diligently^ that they difcovered him. 

They got out on the roof and feissed him 1 
and whether it was accidentally done in the Caher is de- 
hurry, or whether the thing had been fo i^^^y^^i^' 
retolved, they put out his eyes- He was utmoftmifciy. 
tb«u carried to prifon, whence he was not 
A a 4 en- 
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Caher. enlarged till after die elcdtion of anotfi^r 
Hegyn 322. Caliph. They appointed for hiih an apart- 
•«'^-934- nient in the palace, of which he was Toon 
deprived, without any revenue fettled for 
his maintenance. And in (hort this wretched 
prince was reduced to a neceffity of begging 
his bread at the doors of the Mofques. El- 
Makin cites an author (without naming 
him) who had feen Caher in that mii^aUe 
condition : " Being once at Almanzor's 
mofque," fays he, " on a Friday, I fawa man 
brought thither cloathed in a robe with a 
double furr, which was much worn, and I 
heard him fay : Remember him who was 
once your Caliph, and who noW bfegs your 
charity/' A ftrange revolution, by which 
that prince was punifhed for his crimes in 
a more grievous manner, than if they had 
deprived him of his life inftcad of his fight 
and crown. 
; He lived thus miferably till the 339th 

year of the Hegyra, when he died at Bag- 
dat, aged fifty two years, of which he had 
reigned about eighteen months. 

The family of the Buians, or Bouians, fo 
fa'mous in eaftcrn ftory, was firft known du- 
ring the reign of this Caliph. Thofe princes 
were called Buians from Buiah, the head of 
that houfe. He was the fon of Kaba Khof- 
ru, who claimed his defcent from the mo- 
narchs of the fourth Dynafty of the Perfians, 
who were called SafFanites, from Saffiin firft 

prince 
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l^rince of that Dynafty, of which was the Caher. 

famous ChofroeS. Hegyra 323. 

'. Although Buiah pretended to be derived ^•*'- 5^^' 
from fo illuftrious a ftock, yet he was fo un- 
provided of the favours of fortune, that he 
lived very privately in a village in the coun- 
try of Dilem, which lies along the fouthern 
cpaft of the Cafpian fea, from whence his 
pcrflcrity were alfo called Dilemites* Buiah 
exercifed the bufinefs of a iifherman, and 
paffed his days with his wife and family in 
great penury. His wife happening to die, 
he left the village, and went with his chil- 
dren to the houfe of one of his friends called 
Scheheriar ebn Roftam, where he refided 
for fome time. 

In this abode Buiah had a very extraordi* 
nary dream. He thought he faw a great 
flame iflue out of his belly, which having 
in a ftiort time covered a vaft extent of coun- 
try, fuddenly arofe up to the heavens, and 
divided itfelf into three parts ;"and he at the 
fame time faw the people of the earth fall 
proftrate before the three fires, audbeg their 
protedion. 

Being uneafy to know the meaning of fo 
wonderful a dream, Buiah confulted an af- 
trologer who paflfed for a very great adept in 
the interpretation pf dreams. The aftrolo- 
ger havingmufed a while,faid to Buiah, "You 
have three fons, who will all become fbve- 
reign princes; their power will be grieat, 

and 
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Caheh. adui ^>read over the ^esath in Ube maimer tf 

Hqorw 5«3* you faw in your dream." 

Ch. or. 934- Buiah» amazed at a fwpediftion ip(4uch fvited 
So ill with his wretched coodkion, dJKiti^ 
the aftrobger had jcflied 'with him -, hut the 
latter undeceiArted him» by cojatisming his di£- 
courfe in the followaog terras ; ^^ You maf 
depend on what I lay ; and if you can teU 
me the hour in whftch your ohsMren were 
fin^rally horB> I will likewise inform you xxf 
many other particulars/^ Buiah fatasfied 
him, and at the &me time hrougfat his three 
children before him ; having caJcuUted 
their nativity, and matnrely con^dered his 
fcheme, he diluted the eldeft called Ail, and 
taking him by the hand, kilTedity and £ud<o 
his father, "^ This is he that will be the £rft 
monarch/' He in like manner ^uted the 
fecond named Haflan ; and the third csdled 
Ahmed, and faid to their father, '^ Thefe 
two will alfo have a ihare in the ibve^ 
tcignty/* 

The three brothers immediately refblired 
to take up arms, as the only means of verify^ 
ing the predi<aion, and went into the fervke 
of Macan^ king of the province of Ghilan 
in Perfia. They began to diftinguilh thenv- 
felves at the time when M acan having loft a 
battle againft a prince called Asfar, was on 
a fudden deprived of his dominions by the 
conqueror. The fons of Buiah inftantly 
abandoned Macan, and took on amoDgft 

the 
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Jfekig by ft H^^fmoxhi^f^ Sta llbe 3 j jafii year of Wcow* j«j- 
^ H^fA, M^»4^Xi%Lu«4 ja prince ^ahaows'*'**^'^^ 
toodfc :for ijs friJbur fi»il^mbxtJofl,fdz€d with 
ii fifimg ha^ thf^ ^omm of Gbik.n, jaad 
lij: ^ ifeflGne iiflQe made a .wjiqueft of E^- 
lew, Maz*nd!^rw., aftd Tafc^ififtaix- Tfac 
fons of Buiah foon made an offer of their 
fwords to that prince, who having heard of 
their bravery, readily employed them in his 
army, and fpecdily advanced them; and 
they were appointed to fuperior commands 
in {he expeditions which that prince under- 
took for the conqueft of the provinces of 
Irak, Fars, and Southern Perfia. But Mar- 
dawigius having been killed at Ifpahan by 
one of his old flaves, called Jakem the 
Turk, and leaving no children, Ali, the el- 
deft of the three Buian brothers, who was 
then at the head of a viftorious army, eafily 
made himfelf mafter of Perfia : thefe were 
the firft fteps which enabled thofe brothers 
to found that famous Dynafty, fo well 
known in hiftory by the name of the Buian 
Pyp^fty, It was at firft divided into three 
branches, and afterwards became only two, 
the princes whereof, for the moft part, reign- 
ed jointly at the fame time. 

Thofe three princes are commonly known 
only by the furnames which were given to 
them. Ali was called Amadeddulat ; Haf- 
ian, Rokncddulat; and Ahmed, Moezed^ 

dulat* 
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Caber. dulat* Thcy were ill great favourers of thfe 

Hcgfns2$. fed of Ali, probably becaufe die firft 1<>- 

Ch.xr. 934. vcreign of their family was called Alk We 

fhall'foon fee them extend their power even 

to Bagdat, and defpotically govern both the 

perfon and empire of the Cdiphs, to whont 

they left only the bkre fhew of authority. 
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ABbas-ben-Amrou lofcs a battle againft the Kar- 
mathians, who take him priibner, 295. On what 
conditions he obtains his liberty, 296. 

Abbas of Meni draws np afbonomical tables, 128. 

Abb ASythe ibnof Mamon,is proclaimed Ddiphbvfbmeibldiersy 
i'6i. He fwears allegiance to Motaflem, ibid. Confpiracy 
formed to place him on the throne, 172. His death, 173. 

Abassah, the Caliph's fifter, beloved by that prince, 70. She 
makes returns to Giaffer's paflion, 71, She mames him, 
and the Caliph prohibits them from tailing the conjugal 
fweets, 72. Verfes (he writes to Giafier, to prevail on him 
to tran{g;refs the order, ibid note. She becomes with child, 
73. The Caliph finds his order has been infringed, and 
pnnifhes them, ibid. 

Ab ASS FANS, their origin, 1. 

Abdallah, brother of Babek, eicapes with him from Caba- 
d^, 169. He is put to death, 17 1 . 

Abdall ah-ebn-Rashid, bad fuccels of his expedition againft' 

* the Greeks, 263. 

Abdallah, fon of Motaz, is declared Caliph inftead of 

' Mo6lader, 320. His death, ibid. 

Abdollah caufes Abul Abbas to be proclaimed Caliph, 2. 
Meafores he takes to exterminate the Ommiyans, 3. He 
lays daim tb the Caliphate after the death of Abu'l Abbas, 
S. He raifes troops, and marches againft Ali]|ianzor, 10, 
II. He lofes a battle and flies to Ba&rah, 12. He waits 
on the Caliph, who feigns a reconciliation with him, 13. 
He is deftroyed, together with his friends, i5-. 

Abiba, daughter of Mamon, efpoufes Rizza, 117. 

Astj Ahmet, the (on of Moktaphi, dies in torments inflided 
by order of C^er, 356. 

Abu GiAFPER Mohammed, vizir to Motawakel, his cha* 
ra^er, 192. He contrives a new kind of ponifhment,^ 193. 

Mota- 
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Motawakel makes bim fufier death by the means he had in* 
vented, 194. 

AbuIs Abbas Smttah is pvodtumcd C^plit 2. Why he 
was flirnamed Sai^, 5. ^il gratitu&^ta Abdollaii, ibid. 
His prayer, 6. His death, y\ Authors' divided teaching 
hispofterity, ibid. 

Abu Mohammed OBtiibALiUH,«fbuAder of the Fatimites, 
his origin and iirft progrefs, 348. 
. Abu Muslim is appointed by Almanzpr to proclaim him Ca- 

. liph at C^ufah, 8. He colnmands' th^ Calfphls- troops 
againil Abdollah, II. Defeats him, iz. His refutation 
and great (late gain him the hatred of Almaaxor, 16^ He 
quits the fervice in difgiift, 10. He retums to court, de- 
ceived by the feigned careiies of the CaUph, 2o» He is 

. tfaffifiatedrSM. • / • • ,; 

^•V Satse ifi^ made' ^nfral; 01 the Karmatluans, ' 3^4. 
Through hi$ prefumpcion fais^ army is ^ defeated,. 3 ^^ He 
is ta'sen pri^ner, and AbaThaher caufes him>c<>'fie chained 

Abu Said, dxief of the-llajrin^thiansiihis conqiicl&>. 3^5^. 

He is-aiMaMted,4bid.' 
Abu ^AUxHABAriTi anotheF chief of ttie -^[arntathians,. 290^ 
. H& beat^ dic^ C^iphVtio<»)$9^ 2^6; ^f g4ves \4t^l^s Jus 
Yikmty 00 csrai^ coiidiUoA6». ibi^^ He is ' defeated and 
. tftk^nr pri(orver> .^99.« He if fent|ta'tKVK5aliph,-^d*re- 
. p^oaehes biowu^^n ufurpervibidi |ie i^ pot to deaths 300. 
Am; TtiAH^i chiirf* of the Kanmduaas,/ pretf ndd to be'in- 
fpired, 325. He feizcs Baforah, and pjtmders acaravjtn, 
326. He ftrives to gain Abdall^^f aite{tic|i9, jf 7. Pn>: 
. iH^W-henwi^VtP'the'Caliph^ ibid;- ^e ^ket ^ufah, j2|I 
Beats the Caliph's ,tr<op{^^»aR4.' makes incurfioitf to the 
. HeiflMEMAirhood of-Bagdat^ 5^^, He rbtires-to riejar,.v(rher^ 
he builds a palace, ^30. He facks ^ecea» aadde^es^the 
Ceatohf 3:5$; Maker iiu-oads^ to 'the' neighbourhood^ of 
Bagdac, 334. His anfwer t^-Abu Sage's meifen^ei^. 3^5.* 
. H6^fiirprlk«*th^GaUfihVtP00|e^ and cuU^thein in jp^eces^ 
: 33(J, HfrreciMS7from'Bag^atr'337<* 
Aw^skiHiifi hb'OFigiiByj 166. He atcaeks Babeic in A*d£erl>i^an» 
. :ind'gpA^' a^ vl^tHyr over him, • 1^7! Purfues* and - befieges 
.^ hin>4tf C^badeg^.. 168. Seffds^him <pri^ner ta tli& Caliph, 
I7^« Hefo]rm&'dK:oiifpiFa€y/ag^i&ft^Ca2ipibf^7^4 Hb 
death, I74r 
Aglab founds^ a Dyimfty. IB Africa,; 34^. 
A«XA'BtTBs, l^ whom' that' Dypafty was fottBded,\and^hea 

it was deflroyed, 349. 
AmiiZ0'^v KlQKAi heads the p^fty. formed ag^dWat&ek^ 
. i94»- tie -iS'dii'«o^l^Heda»d-fenttoth6C^iph,«vho beheads 
.hiiVI, 1S5. ^ AiiMBo 
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AAa^n^nwfilsMAmisd. vmr. tor MotasE^^adirice he.* gires that 

Qiiiph^ 2^4;£• His houfe is pillmd by the Turks, 246. 
Aumttu BJB19 CxKUffAtft fle6tificftEs(UetnyVtab&s, i28« 
AittMex BE)N^THOLCBr. bfloomes iQyel^e4n.in Egypt, 265. He 
.takes ieweraL towns: la Syria, a^c. The*Caiiph. demands 

afitibtoeerfrom him in relation'toi hisr brother Mcnfiek; and 

what ibepshe^takes^diereon, ibid.. His. death, 270. His 

chara^er, ibid.. His ridie»».iBid;. His rife, 271.. 
A^iM«T B9M M^BAMMCo^ a h»iaK<b Arabian in. die reign. of 

Mothaded, $0l^;, 
ALOEiirDiv a leanied man,, wibo dilUnguifhed himfHf in the 

•iisign of^ Motame<t 278* 
AiictMNbfr. See I&xran.' 
AlriK thtt Aur ofi BbMb,. joins histfatiier;againft:th& Caliph, 

352. He isiapprdiendfd^.3^ HJeis^flain, ^^^» 
Abii.pilgrunagen to:hiatombprohihited hy Motavrakel^.i^^. 

He appears to Motawakel in a dream, 196^ 

AMSGJiN8 BSW SeDi^BNIHAKS? 

Ai2MAiizcu»,« oni nov^f of the. death of Abii'l-.^Ssbarhr qs- 
points Aim Muilim to proclaim him Cdiph,. 9. He raiks 
troops to oppofe Abdollah, and gives the command of 
them to Abu Muflim, 1 1 ■ Share he laid for Abdollah to 
draw him to court, 13. He puts him and his friends to 
deadly 15. Gattfe^o^his'lmtred to Abir Muflim,. id. His« 
•amadoe,' iB. MeaoifhoB ufed to get Abu.Mufiim into hisi 
hsKodb^ 19* HeaiSefis t(r«oceiirefaim:'with:greatcordiaHty, 
20; He*cBitfb» him^ ta be pat to death, 2ii He^ds 
GianlMmntono]iqK>&c&am!simroH, za. New inflance of 
:MiavartQe„ihid« He af>pbfntS:Mihotiet'sfan Afhar toro- 
dttce Giamhour, 23. Trouble which the Ravendiails caofe 
hhn, . 24.. How hot difcoii^rsidiat-'Be .is tabethe-fonndcrtof < 
'B^gjdati; 27; He. iffue^: orders for liic^bmldmg of that\dty».. 
g8a H e tqi ic lk thfeL parties that aarofe. againft him^ 29. Heds 
ffdmaam Ainuttztur, ibid. Name he gave to the city of 
Bagdat, ibid. He faUs^ntoiadleqi melancholy, ibid< He 
gooKi cm ai pilgrimage to Mecca, 30. Advice he gives to: 
his Ton; 31* Hia death, 32^ His:diara£ter, ibid. 

Ai/saizAiM^M^ moiiiec to tho GdHphrHadi, ill oiRoes'whidi 
hcr'foftidoos:;her,. 51. Slie has a confiderable fhare in his 
.death, 52; 

Amadbodulat, a Buian prince,, before called Ali, ftizos 
,Perfia». 

Amin, what (hare he had of the dominions of his fatherH»- 
Toniy ^ . He is prodaisBBd Caliph, 93 . He oppofes the ' 
-di^pofitioajmde 1^ his father's will,^ 94, His averfion to 
bufmefs, 95. He chufes Fadel for his vizir, 96. Hecon- 
fenttsthat hia foadhottU be adcnowledged «» his fucoeflbr^ 

9?- 
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97. He fnpprd&s the name of Maraon in the ptthlidk 
prayers, 98. He deprives Mota£fem of the portion which 
his father had given him, ibid. He dedans war agadiift 
MamoD, 100. His inienfibility on the progreft made by 
Mamon, 103, 105* His people are enraged at his conduit, 
and depofe him, ibid. He regains their aie^oa, and is 
reftored, 106. He flies from Bi^dat, 107. He is be- 
fieged in his retreat, and treats with Htfthamadi, ibid. 
He begins his march to meet him, 109. He it kiUedby • 
Thaher's foldiers, 1 1 1. His chara£ler, ibid. 

Amorium, a city of Afia Minor, facked by Motafiem, 176. 

Amrou ebn Leitz, fecond prince of t^ J>ytm£ty of the 
Soffarites, makes a treaty with the Calmh, 262. • Services 
he does for that prince, 306. He is made prifoner and (eat 
to Mothaded/ who ca^es him to be flain, 309. 

AsBAH is concerned in the plot againft MotaftSB, 173, 
His death, 174. 

Astrology judical, fondnefs of the orientals for that 
i^ence, 289. Examples to' fhew tho«mptise{$ of its pre*- 
didions, 290. 

B. 

"13 ABBK preaches a new doSrine, and cau&s Peifia to f- 

JD vo^t, 164. He retires to Aderbijan, 165. He lofes a 
battle, and takes to Bight, 167* He )fhots himielf up m 
Cabadeg, which is taken by ilorm, 168. He flies to anodier 
place, 169. His haughtinefs in tefpeO. to the governor q£ 
that place, 170. Is delivered aptoA^chin, 171. His 
end, ibid. 

Badir, is betrayed by Caflem, 310. He is killed* 31 1. 

B AGO AT, foundation of that city, 28. Becomes the place 
of lefidence of the AbaiBans, 29. Difierent names it 
bore, ibid. Ceafes to be the capital of the empire, 162. 
The Caliphs again refide there, 260. 

Bag HER, a Turkifli officer, receives a fwordfrom Motawa- 
kel, aad is appointed to guard his perfon, 208. He joins 
in die plot formed againft that Caliph, 211. He kills him, 
212. His fpeech in an afTembly of the Turks under Mon- 
taifer, 221. Caufe of his hatred to Waflif, 233. Is pot 
to death, 234. 

Bajctishua, his favour with the Caliph, 215. His difgrace, 
216. 

Balik, 'Caher's high-chamberlain, joins in a conspiracy 
•againft him,, 352. Goes to the palace, ;and is ap]»re- 
hended, 355. He is beheaded, 356. 

Bahkial, a TurkiOi officer, his imprifonment and death oc- 
jcaiion an infurretflion, 252. Barmb- 
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BAftiiBCtPiBy iimr mpn, 6j. Tfcwir prdSerinent under dM 
Ommiyiid^ uA Abafluii), ibid. Theur ^(^puMy y^. 
Their «oi«{;Si]Oi, ^9. Varioas opmaons on the omfe of 
their difgnK^f 81. 

JB1LLAH9 what that word fignifies, 160. 

BoKRAT cauies a revolt in Anbenia, 197. He defeats the 
governor of that province in a batue, ibid. His troops 

. xr^^raM; vA heai bvned with them in Tefiiv r98. 

BvoA* one of the tduef officers of the Turkilh maiUft* 
drfssil» lb#reb«b of Amenia^ and bmis them in Teflis, 
198. Codncxl he gives to Moftain, 233. He flietwith 
die CaKph to Bm^ 235^ Retires to Mofiol, in faopci 
of canfing an inforredlion amongft the Ttirksy 244. He 
iskittedy 24;. 

Bt/iAirss origin of that Dynaftv, 360. 

Bulgarians; fikt Jksftz of Oie) goes lb Ihe affiRanee of 
Michael, ana defeats Sie Saracens, 1 36. 

BvRKAi fets np for a prophet, and caufes an infurredion in 
Choraian, 3c. He is inveiled in the place to which he 

' bad retre^m, ibad. Pots himfelf and his tmops to an u»> 
. ^amJQoto iciad of deiih, 56. HisicftconiinMs ton fomi 
Ijto after htfdeonfe, 5B. 

c: 

^^AHER is {Vdd^med Caliph by Manas inAeadxif Mak* 
ILj# tader^ 330* He is ddireiicd up to Moktader, wk) treats 
f Um UMDy^ 332. I« apprebokded, 337. Forms aCon^i- 

ncf in conjundion with Mtmas agasnft Moktader, 338. 
. |i ifcleafcd ifrom priibn, and placed on the tkrooe, 3 jo» 

ViA bad qitafitiea, ibid. A oon^iracy is formed to dethrone 
. hin^ 3<2» He is iAfbrmedof,aiidprey0)Cs it, 34^. Pimitties 
. tiia attUiors of it^ 3${. Hiscrnelottatmestof hts nephew 
. Afttt.Ahaaetf 356. He eKtortia great iumof moaey 

from Jahia, 357. A new confpiracy isfeirmed agamft him, 

%^. H9 m depofed mid mdoced to b^gary, 3$^. 
CAiAi9A», mother of Motaz, her exceffive avarioe, s^8. 
. Mpdttidi.dqEirfFesherQf hertfcsfure, 251. 
Casssm , vizir to Mokuphl, means he afei aa deftsof iadir, 

310. 
Charlbmain, fiiendfhip between him and the Caliph Ha* 

roan, 91. Prefents herecei#es from the Caliph, ibid. 
Chosrobs dethroned by Siroes his fon, 226, liote. 
£iK0iSAfiAR (the king of) propbfes a miarriage between his 

daqghter aid ooe of the fons of JaUa, 56. Emtiged at 

the death of that princefs, he manrsaa irmption into the 

CallpVs territories, 57. 

Vol. ni. B b Cmrmtiahs, 



370 .'I N D E X. 

QiRlSTiANSy hardihips impofed on them, 206. *" ' - 

CONSTANTINfi PORPHYROOENBTES, ^mperOT of ConftfRnl- 

nople, fends an ambaflador to the Cliliph M<^tader>'342. 
He concludes a treaty with the Caliph^ 324. 



TTXADOU, one of Thaher*« foldiers, farprises tleCa- 
ly liph's general, and kills him, lo?. ' . * 

Damibtta taken by forprize, andplund^ed byl^e Gtt^^, 

199. 
Dreams, regard paid to them by the Arabians, 282* 



EARTHQUAKES inPerfia, Sec. 205. 
.,. 

FAdel bbn Sohail is made vizir by Mamon, 114. He 
conceals the regard he. bears to the Allans, ibid/ - FiUfe 
fleps he induces ue Caliph ^o take in favour of the AUms^ 
115. He perfuades the Caliph to fupport them, 117. Is 
killed, izi. 

Fadel ebnRabie is appointed vizir, and makes an ill ufe 
of the Caliph's favour, 96. He prevails on him fo\£auh 
his fon to be proclaimed his fucceflbr, 97. Encouni^&l 
mutiny among^ the Caliph's troops, 106. Afffts AtiUm in 

. efcaping from Bagdat, 107. 

Fadhell is fent to quell a revolt caufed by. Jahia, 6t/ Means 

' he uies to bring him to his duty, ibid. He informs the Ca- 
liph of Jahia's difpoiition to peace, 63. HeTeikls t» jdiia 
a promife of iafetv figned by the Cahphiand Ms^xmhUts, 

« ibid. DiiFuades the Caliph from putting Ja^«Ci& dejlth,^5. 
Is made vizir, 70. . . ^ . ^ 

Fatah, vizir to Motawakel, conference between the Caliph 

. and him, 208. The Caliph gives him ibme demand 
lands, which were in the poifeSon of -Waffif, 209. He 

. is ailkffinated, 212. 

Fatimites, their origin, 348. 



I EISCH, eldeft fon of Hamarowiah, in order to main- 
tain himielf on the throne, cuts <^ his- uncle's head, 
286. He is afiaffinated, 287. . 

'GlAFFER 
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GiAFFER di/Tuades the Caliph from putting Jahia to deaths 
» 6c • His love for leiirned men, 68. He is made vizir, and 

yields that poft to his brother, 70. Falls violently in love 

with Abaflah, 71. Marries her, and on what condition, 

ibid. Breaks the condition* 72. Is put to death by the 

Caliph's order, 74. 
GiAFFER, fon of Motamed, is appointed his fucceflbr, 26o» 

This order is revoked in favour of Mothaded, 276. 
GiAMHOUR defeats Sinam, 22. Difgufted at the Caliph's 

avarice, he caufes a revolt in Chorafan, ibid* He is de^ . 

feated by Mahomet, and forced to fly, 23. 

H. 

HAD I appointed to fucceed his father, 44. tie is pfo-* 
claimed Caliph, 47. Difperfes Houfain's faction, 48* 
Deftroys the Zendians, 49. Defigns to appoint his fon td 
fucceed him to the prejudice of Haroun, 50. Commands 
Harthamath to kill Haroun and Jahia, 51. His Behaviour 
to his mother, 52. His Death, ibid. 
'Haidar EBN Kaous. See AfFchin. 

Hakem, why he was furnamed Buikai, 35. See Burkai. 

Ha MAD AM, in what manner he gained the Caliph's difplea- 
fure, 28-1. He goes to court, and fwears allegiance lo 
him, ibia. 
'Hamarowiah, eldeft fon of Ahmet, fucceeds him, 272* 
He affumes the title of Sultan, 282. Sends an embafly to 
the Caliph, and offers his daughter in marriage to his fbn^ 
ibid. Ketrolnadafetsout to marry the Caliph, 283. Ha- 
marowiah is affaifinated, 285. • 

Haroun al Rashid, (the fame that is called by Frencljf 
writers Aaron Rafij, and whom they mention to be king 
of Perfia) the fon of Mahadi, gains many advantages over 
the Greeks, 34. His father's fondnefs for him, 44. His 
father would abdicate the crown in his favour, but he will 
not confent to it, ibid. How he efcapes Hadi*s cruelty^ 
52. He comes to the crown, 56. Obliges the Greeks to 
renew the truce with the MufFulmen, 58. Caufes the arts 
and fdences to flourifh in his dominions, ibid. His love for 
juflice gains him the furname of Al-Rafhid, 60. He fends 
out FacBiell to quell Jahia's revolt, 61. Solemnly prOmifcs 
Jahia to make no attempt on his life or liberty, 03. Gives 
him a gracious reception, 64. Caufes him to be aflalfi- 
nated, 65. Performs the pilgrimage to Mecca on foot, 
66, Continues to protect the learned, ibid. Obligations 
heiias to Jahia, 68. His love to Giaffer and AbafTah, 70. 
B b 2 Condition 
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Condition on which he confcnts to their marriage, 7I. 
Enraged at their breach of the condition, he puts Abaiuh 
to death, and exterminates the Barmecidx, 7^. He ftrives 
to abolifii the remembrance of them, 77. Caufes Mondir 
td be apprehended, 78. Moved at his words, he fets him 
at liberty, 7^. Gives him a prefent, do. Partition he 
makes of his territories amongft his children, (2. Pro- 
longs the truce with the Greeks, and goes to Jerufalem, 
^4. He anfwers the bravado of Nic^homs, Sj. Attacks 
the Greeks by land and fea, ibid. Obtains a viAory Over 
them, and confents to a peace, 66. Forces them again to 
fue for peace, 87. Goes into Perfia, and quells the diifair. 
bances raifed by the Zendians, ibid. Grows melan- 
choly on a dream, which he looks on as a prefage of his 
approaching end, 88. Prepaits to put an end to a 
re\'olt of mt city of Samarcand, 89. His death, gt* 
I^endfhip with Charlemain, ibid. His CharaAer, 9^. 

Haroun facceeds Geiich, 2S7. He confents to pay tribute 
to the Caliphs, ibid. 

Haroun ebn Chemarawaid, laft prince of the Tholonites, 
is befieged in Mefrah, where he Is killed, 3 14. 

Harthamath being commanded by the Caupn to kill Ha« 
roun and Jahia, refufes to obey, j i . Manner in which he 
relates that fa£t, and idfo the C;aliph's death, 53. He 
commands one.of Mati^on's annies, X04. Joins Hiaher, 
and takes Hamadan. ibid. Treats with Amm, 107. A- 
greement made between him and Thaher on that account, 
id8. 

Hasak BEif Ybkid, of the houfe of Ali, is prodaimed Ca- 
^ liphin.Tabereilan, 232. 

HoRRR MI, what the word iignifies, 165. See Babek. 

HosEiK, fen of Ali, his tomb is deftroyed, 195. 

HossAiN Hallagb, a contemplative MttiTulman, hishiAuy, 

tlossAiK kills the vizir, and afibmes his place, 310. He 
caufes Abdallah to be proclaimed Caliph inftead of Mo£lft- 
der, 320. Caufes Mefopotamia to revolt in his favour, 
^21. Is betrayed by his troops, who give him up to Man- 
nas, and he i^ put in prifon, 322. 

HovsAtK, a delcendant of Ali, ispnxlaimed Caliph at Me* 
dina» 4^. He takes Mecca, ibia. His party is defpeded, 

, aiid he is beheaded, ibid. 

HusBAiK, general of the Karmathians, gains ieveral vidories,. 
312. He lofes a battle, in which he is made priibnerand 
given, up to the Caliph, who puts him to death, 313. 
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YAcov^i EBN Lbitzi ^Hses 8«je(bm, 259. He eftab&flies 

J hhnrelfm-Oionifaii tn the room of the Thah«i4ansy 259, 
Declares war againft the Caliph, 261. Lofes a battle, ibid* 
His death, iSt. 

Jahia, Hadi's vizir, his argaments to difluade Hadi from 
sppofflting Ciafier to be hie Aiccedbr, 50. He becomei . 
HaiKmo's ^owite, 56. Obtains the Caliph's permifiion 
for die marriage between his fon and the pnnceu of Cho* 

' saftti", ibid, Service he had done the Caliph, €$, Advice 
he gave to his children, 69. He refigns the poft^f visir^ 
70. Shares in dus difeture oi Giafer, 74. His noble con* 
ftancy under his mismtaaes, ibid. He is killed, 77. 

Jahia, adefcendant of Ali, is proclaimed Caliph, 6t. Confents 
to a negociation, ibid. Informs Fadhell of his inclinations 
to peace, jS^* Uppn the Caliph's promife Ju? makes his 
efcape from Georgia* 63 Qoe^ to courts where ht is 
gradoufly received, 64. Is alMinated, 6c. 

Jahia ben Omar, i^n AHaa prince, is proclaiaied C4iph 9X 
Cu&h, ^{51. Heloies abattle^ iawhich he is killed, z^z^ 

Jahia, a lawyer* fitun whomQ^er extorts a large fum of 

»^^» 357^ 
Ibrahim, great grandfon of Ali, ftrives to deprive Aliaaii9or 

of the Caliphate, 28. 
Ibrahim bbn Mahadi isprodsumed Caliph, when Mamon 

wasd^pofed^ lip. He is deposed, 122. Conceals himr 

felf, 123. Is dkcovered and brought to the Caliph ; whsit 
. he fays to hiav IA^» Remaii^s with die Caliph as a com* 

pank)n, 143. 
Jews, mortifying conditipns impo(ed on them byMotawakeU 

zoo. 
JosiB^FH £bn Ibrahim lofes a batde againft die Karmathians, 

316^ Is defeated a fecpnd time, 329. 
jjosBPH EB« Mohammed is appointed governor of feveial 

provinces, 197. Is killed in an a^on, ibid. 
Irxne xjoakes peace with the MuiTulmen, by conftnting to 

p»)r them oibute, 35. She is obliged to renew the troce 

with them, J 8. She jis depofcd, 84. 
Ishmael, ion of Ahmet, nrll prince of the Dynafty of the 

$4m9ioi«», deftK>ys theSoArites, ^07. 
Iss A, (AH-ben) is (ent out hy t^ Caliph againft Mamott, lod* 

ifis pnefttinpdoo pov^ ^tal to him, loi. He is killed» 

102. 
Jv»t biihop pf Aik69dt> ciiowii9 Tbomai emperor, tji. 

K» 
B4>5 
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K. 

KARMATHIANS9 commencement of that ie£ty 290, 2923: 
Their expedition. See Aba Said Habab, Zacarwiab^ 
HoaiIain» Zeaoane, Abu Bud, AbuThaher. 
Ear MATH, his origin, 291. Do&ine^ ibid. Adventures, 

Kbtrolnada, daughter of Hamarowiah, is propofed as a 
wife for the fon of Mothaded, 282. Rejoicings on ac- 
account of her marriage with the Caliph, 285. 

KoRAK, a queftion whi(£ arofe whether that book was creat-. 
ed or uncreated, 152, note, 18}. 

K08TA BBN LucA, a learned Arabian, 278. 

I^ouTRR, Amin's favourite, 103, 105. 

L. 

LAoDicEA deftn>}'ed by an earthquake, 20c. 
Leitz, chief of the Dynafty of the Soflarites, his ori- 
gin, 258. 
Leo, the Armenian, is aflaffinated, 130. 
Lbo, driven from the fee of ThefTalonica, is invited to Ma- 
mon's court, 145. He is treated with great diitinfUon by 
Michael the fecond, 146. Carries on a literary corrcfpon- 
dence with Mamon, ibid, 

M. 

MA AN, an officer of the Ommiyan party, how he ob- 
tains his pardon, 26. . 
LDi, or Almohdi, accompanies the Caliph his father 
in a pilgrimage to Mecca, 30. Advice which his father 
gives him, 31. He is proclaimed Caliph, 33. Quells fbme 
cnthufiafts, ibid. His generofity, 34. He forces the Greeks 
to fue for peace, ibid. Performs the pilgrimage to Mecca 

• with great pomp, 39. Repairs and adorns the Mofcjues of 
Mecca and Medina, 40. Several inftances of his mildneft 
and loveof juftice, 41. His death, 43. His funeral is very 
private, 44. In what manner he difcovered himfelf to a 
pcrfon 01 whom he afked fomething to refrefh him, 46. 

Mahomet ebn Ashar is fent out againfl Giamhour, and 

• defeats him, 23. 

Mahqmet, a defcendant of All, is proclaimed Caliph at Cu- 
. fah, 117, He retires, J25. 

Mamon, Ton of Haroun, territories given him by his father 
for his portion, 83. His condutft upon the firft fleps taken 

• by Fadel againft him, g6. He com^s to an open rupture 
with the Caliph, 99. Appoints Thaher general of the 

I troop$ 
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} triksps hk fetit out aganft the Caliph, loo. Is proclaimed 

• Caliphy 103. ' Sets two armies on foot to fupporthis mea- 
r /ures, 104. His troops mutiny for want of pay, 106. He 

' hccecds to the crown on the death of his brother, iiz. 
Jiow he rewarded Thaher for his fervices, 113. He dofely 
, ^i^ows his ftadies, and leaves the government to his vizir, 
IJ4. Ppcftefts the Alians, 115. Openly declares for the 
.A&ms, and afibcxates Rizza in the empire, 117. Which 
caufes'dticontent, 118. Mamon is depofed, 119. He re- 
iblves 'to pnnifh the inhabitants of Bagdat for their revolt, 

- ihid. iiononrs he pays to the memory of Rizza after his 
death, 131. The people of Bagdat fubmit, and are par- 
doned, 122. He carefully cultivates the arts and fciences^ 
126. Grants troops to Thomas to make war on the 
Gfeeks, 128; Causes many ancient authors to be tran- 
fUited into Arabick, 14c. Generoiity in refpe6l to Ibra> 

. fadm, 141. Studies the mathematicks with great applica* 
tioii, . 144. Invites a philofopher named Leo to his court, 

. 145* He carries on a literary correfpondence with Leo, 

140. Letter which he wrote to the emperor for his con- 

ient that Leo might go to Bagdat, 147. He makes war 

on the Greeks, ibid. Opens a treafure buried by Merwan 

,tibe fecond, {49. Continues the war with the Greeks, 

-' 150. Several lefts arifc, 151. Declares for the Motazeli, 

. ¥'52. -Which caufes murmurings, 153. He favours the 
Chriftians, 154. Gains feveral advantages over the Gre- 
cian troops, 1 56. Circumftances of his death, ibid. His 
' eulogiuffiy 158. The place of his burial, 159. 

Makzor Hagiani, Mahadi's vizir, his difmtereftednefs, 39. 

Mbsrour, Haroun's favourite flave^ 90. 

Merwan, the fecond Caliph, inftances of his voractodhefs, 
150. 

MicRASL, how he attains the empire of the £af(, 129. He 
becomes odious to his fubje6ls, 1 30. He lofes a battle 
againfl Thomas, 132. Bums the fleet of the Saracens, i3«;« 
Is tiffiiled by the king of. the Bulgarians, 136. Storms the 

• camp of the Saracens^ 1 37*. Gets Thomas into his hands, 

- and caufes his head to be cut off, 138. Motives that in- 
. * doce him to maintain peace with Mamon, ibid. 

Mich ACL the Stammerer refuies to permit Leo to go to Ma- 

mon's court, 145, 147 . He is fiiccecxied by Thcophilus, 1 48. 
MocuACH, vizir to Mo£tader and alfo to Caher, has his right 

hand cut off by order of the latter, 3c 2. He joins in a 
. plot againft Caher, ibid. Makes his efcape on a fufpicion 

it was diicoveied, 3 $4. He forms a new confpiracy againil 

Caher, 358, 
Michael the DxixpkMxi becomes.emperor, I77. 

Bb 4 Moc- 
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Moet AMR TttGoeeds Moktif>lij, } i S. He h dedthnri* in4 
retires to the honiie of Mnnas^ 520. Is reftoivd to Ihe 
throne, ibid. In what maiUier Abvl Faitgioa zelstfxt tills 
fad» 340. NoUeteoeptioA he gives to ^ ConfaflttiQOpo- 
hit$M embaffiidors» ^es. Tvetty le tondndes with te em* 
pnotp 534. He rejeAt the tenns offined by Ab« Thdler» 
317. Serudi an army againft hiin, 720. it f»oed to 
abdicate the Caliphate^ 530. Is refhkrco, jft. H»ge« 
neixifity ia refpeft to Caher^ ibid* He teds Aba Stge 
againft the Karniathiani, 354. Caoib Caher torbe sppre- 
hcnded, 337. HelBai&ffinatcd» 318L Diiierem acooimts 
which hifboriaiia giveof die death ok diat CaUph, .340.' 

MoiiAMMBo,or MAHOMBTy great graodibn of Aiirtefcetf^ttp 
arms againft Afanaazor* a8. 

MoMASiMEp sBN Abballah, Tfcaher*s grandfooy pnts'an 
end to Jahin's revolt, 231. He is made governor i£ Bkg> 
dat, and cooinned in the Isvereignty ot Chojafan* 136, 
Gives a rongh answer to theTurkiih deputies, ibid. Makes 
his peace with Motaz, 238. Is confirmed in his finrerdgaty, 
240. Is dedironed bf Jaconb* £^9. 

MoHABiifED, the fon of Buga^is jomed in thcconmuaul with 
Saled, 246. 

MoiiAMMtD Cassbis, ftececds Haian in Tabaiefian, 23^, 

MoBAMiiBDi the fim of 2U;id, is pixadaitted Caliph in Cho- 
rafan, 306. He is defeated, and fent lo the Caliph Mo- 
thaded, ibid. 

MoHAMifB9y the fon of liothadi» his death, 319* 

MoKTAPHi fttcceeds Mothaded his father, 309. He {ends 
forces againft the Karmathians, 312. N&dlles againft 
them in perfon, and cats them in pieces, 315* Reduces 
Egypt and Syria to their former obedience, 315. His 
death, 317. 

MoNDiB i>raifes theBanitecidseiiotwithftandifigtheCalipii''9 
prohibition, 78. He is apprehendcdt ibid. His fpeech 10 the 
CaHph, ibid. He is fet at liberty, and receives a prefent, 80. 

MoNTAssta, fon of Motawaicel, what was given himfor.an 
appennm, 195. He is ilUtreated by his father, 201. Con- 
fents, to his father's aflaffination, 211. Unheard of cmdty 
he (hews towards his father, 213. He is procbdmed Cidiph, 
217. is oDBipelledto oblige his two brodiers torenonnce 

. the Caliphate, 221. Great uneafinefs he feels in reflecting 
on his parricide, 223* His death, 226. . CharaidBr, ibidl 
Gcncrofity to one of the officers of his conrt, 227. 

MosTAiK is proclaimed Caliph, 230. Sends out Nfohammed 
ebn Abdalhdi to fnbdufi the ndiels headed by Jahia, 233. 
Preference he gives to Waflif, ibid. He cades Bagher to be 
apprehended^ttulpatabiAto^e^^Ji* Ibises with Wafi 
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, fif iadBflgfttoBt|^t35« Is betm^ed by Molianiiiod* 
3^6. Is depofed, ibid. Is abandoned by his Turkifh 
fneodsy 23B. la oonpeUed to abdicate die dirone* ato»I' 
Ifkilkd^ihid. 

MoTAMXOy im of MotawakeU attams the Caliplutte, 255.. 
His chaiaiflery ibid. He £xes his refukace at Bagdiu^ 260. 
Granta tache Soffiuifies fiiH poflcffioAcf the ptofmoa they 
ted fetzedi a6a. Cbuifcs ciufes to be denoanoed agaiajl 
Ahmet, 264. Ccaves his affiftance againft MiiaiFelE^ 265. 
Is reconcifed to his brQCher, 269* Panildi between that 
Ca]4>k and Mua^ek* 273* .They oUge him to appoint 
Mothaded to be his racceiibr> to the prejodice of liis o9m 

, 100,276. His death andLdura^r^ 277... . 

M0TASSEM9 fhare he had in his father's territories* 83. Is 

. deprived of his portioii* 98* His youth prevents him from- 
bemg raifed to the throne upon the depofing of Mamon, 
ng. Commands part of Mamon's amy againl theGreeks» 
14B. Is appointed by his brother to fucceed him, 157, Is 
I . proclaimed Caliph» 161 • Why he quits fiagdat, 162. 

. Rai&s a militia of yooag Turks, ibid, l^oaiids the dty 

. of .Samartth» 163^ Sends Afichin to^^l a revolt in Pcr- 
iia, i66. Pots tike rin^eader <^ it to death, 171. Gains 
a vidhury over the Grew, 172. Is iuferaied of a plot hud 
to detmone him, ibid. Hour he prevents it, 173* He 
has a dream, by which he is acquainted with the ravages 
committed by toe Greeks, 175. Takes Zabatra byaf- 

. faiilf,ibid> fiurna Amprmm to aihes, 176. His further fuc* 
cefs, 177. Sicknefs and death, 178,170. Great fbength, 

' 17D.. Attachment to the Momzeli, imd. Character, 180*^ 
Why he was furaamed Motthamen, or the Eighth, 181. 

MoSTAWAKsi. attains the Caliphate, 191. His character, 192. 
Cruelty, i|^. Heiettles theCahphate on h^ thme fens, 195. 
£4id8lie iffiies out againA the Aliansyibid. His dreamoa 
lihat account, 196. Order he gives to Jofeph, which cauies 
a revolt in Armenia, 197. He (ends oat the Turks againfl 
the rebels, ibid. Beibws ill treatment on the Jews and Chrii^ 
tians, 200. Odd diverfions he was fond of, 201 . His con->' 

, du& in regard to one of his ions, ibid. He entertains a fuf- 
picion of a confpiracy, 202. To fruibate it he invites (e« 
vend of die nobility to an enfiertainment, and canfes them 

, all to be murdered, 203. Prodigies that happened during 
his reign, 205. He goes to reiide at Damafcus, 206. Re- 
turns to'Samarath, 207. Con&enoe he had with his vizir, 
so8. He appoints fio^er to guard his peribn, ibid. An- 
gers titt general of the Turks, 209. Irruption he nudces 
on the territories of the Greeks, ibid. A Confpiracy is 
ftrmed againfthnn, 210* H^ is afiaffinatod, 212. How his 

difpo- 
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difpofidon was ijpoiled» 214^ Inlbmce of his mo&iadbn, 
215. 

MoTAz, the. ibn of Motawakel, huia^penfaaKe, of which lie 
receives the inveftiture, 195 . Endeavours he ufes .to main- 
tain his rifi^t to the crown, 230. He is'placed on the throne 
infiead of Moftain, 237. Puts Moibun to deaths 2^9. 
Confirms Mcdiammed in his fovereignty^ 240. His vizir 
diffuades him from the defign of breaking the Torldih 
corps, 241. He advances Waffif, tbid. ^ Caufes his brother 
Motti^ to he pat to death, 242. Caufes Baga's head to 
be cut off, 245. Is killed by the Turks, 247* His charac* 
tcr, ibid. j^ 

MoTAZELi, a {bd amongft die MniTulmen, their do^bine» 
152, 183. ♦ . 

MoTHADED, fon of Muaffek, marches with his father agadnft 
the Zinghians, 268. Is inftrufted in fiate aiBiirs by his 
fiuher, 275. Hefuooeedshimin hispoHs, 276. Compels 
the Caliph to appoint him his faceefibr, ibid. Attains the 
crown, 279. -Why he favoured the Alians, 286, 302. 
He contra^ a marriage with Kedrolnada, 283. Difjperfes 
a party of Curdes and Arabians who had made incuriions, 
ibid. Seizes Mardin, and razes it, 284. Reception he 
gives toKetrobada,285. He compds^the Sultan of Egypt 
to pay a tribute, 287. Extraordinary dream the Cahph 
had, 288. He fendsforth an army againft the Karmathians, 
295. Refolves to leave them undiAUrbed, 297. Meafures 
he takes \o oppofe their incnrfions, 299. His death, .300. 
Chara^er, 301. ' 

MoTHADi, fon of Wathek, 190. A party is. formed toiplace 

him on the throne, 191 . He is placed th^^n by the Turks, 

. 249. Meafures he. tai<cs to re&tm: many errors that haf 

. crept into the government, ibid. His veneration for the 

. Koran, 25 1 « Heforces Cahibah to difclofe her treafure, and 

deprives her of it, ibid. His difintere^dnefs, 25.2. He 

pnnifhes a Turkilh oihcer, which occailcuis a revolt of the 

Turks, ibid. Is killed, 254. His Eologium, ibid. . 

MowAiAD, or MtJiAO, fon of Motawakel, receives from his 
father Syria Damafbena, foran-appencage, 195. His death, 
242. 

MuAFFEK, brother of Motaz, commands his troops againU 

. MoHain, 237. Informs Motaz of Mohammed's propof^s, 

239^ Is intruftcd with the govermnent of the ilate under 

* Motamed, 256. I>eprivps the 'Jhirkifh foldiery of all 

• power, 256, 262. His expedition againft the Zinghians, 
257. He defeats Jacoub in a battle, 261. Why Ac Caliph 

. was jealous of him, 265. He deftroys the Zinghians^ ao8. 
Surname given to him, 269. Heia&ized.with the gout, 272. 

His 
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His good-natar'd behaviooi* to his ilaves, 274. His death, 

275- 
MuNAS gives (helter to the Caliph Mofeder, 320, Re- 
places him on the tlirone^ ibid.- Puts an -end to Hoilain's =* 
revolt, 322. • Is appointed tO attend ^tbe Greek ambaila- * 
' dors^to the froDtiers, .324. . Seijies.the peribn of .the Ca- . 
liph, 331. Forces him to relign the Caliphate, andiaiifes 
' Caher to* be prodaitied, 332. FUedftom. Bagdat, 333.; 
Forms a confpiracy againft the Caliph in behalf of Caher, 
• 338. Joins in a plot to depofeCaher, 3^2. . The CaliphJ 
i^nds for him to coart, and orders the .Saids to apprehend 
faim» ^55. His head is. cat off, 356* 
MusA, fonof Baga, his death, 261. 

■*. . N. . ' • ' [ 

NAssEti'LeDiNiLLAH, what that name fignifies, 269, x: 
NiCEPHORus afcends the throne of Conftantioople^ 
. \and prolongs the truce with the Mui&ihnen, 84. Makes> 
. an irruption into their territories, ibid. Sends ^words to 
the Caliph, ibid. Is defeated and forced to fubsut to pay 
a tribute, 86. Renews his ravages, and is obliged to' 
make a peace <ygL difadvantageous conditi<His, 87. 

O. 

y^BcARi Ahmet's chancellor, cauie df his: diigrace, 267. 
\^ Obeidallah ebn Soliman, vizir to Mothaded, dii^ 

fuades him from denouncing curies againil Moawiyah, 281.'. 
Observatojly builtby Mamon, 128. f 

Omar ebn Abdolauz, the only Onuniyan Caliph whofe 

corps was not dug out of the grave by the AhalSans, 5. 
Ommivans are exterminated, one only efcapes the nuiflaore'^ 

and founds a Dynafly in Spain, 4. 



RAphius SBirLiTB €aa(es a revolt inSamarcand, 89. t 
Ratek, Moktader's vizir, conmiands the troopsagainfi 
Hoflain, and is defeated, 321. 
Ravbwdians, origin of that fedt, and jit? doftrine, 24. Dii^ 

turbances it raifes at the Caliph's court, 25. . 
Rizza is -invited • to'Mamon^s court, and meets ivith a gra* 
dons- reception from him, 115. Efpoufes the Caliph's 
daughter, ^nd is a&ciated with him ii) the emjm^« iXir^ 
. ispoifo]^} ISO. 
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SAhal, his omid«a hi re^iea toBabeV, 170. 
Said, Motue's vkir, pat& Mofttsn to death, 239. 
Said, diicf of the Kartnathian» dnriag die nuootity of Aim 

Thaher, 32c. 
Said, the £uiuly of Said defend dbe Caliph Caheragainft the 

plot formed to dethrone him, 354. 
Salsd« ion of WaiSf, is ek6ted hj dke Tvrks to be. their 
: oommasidery 246. 
Salbk, lieutenant-governor of Dttnalcttt, b defeated bfdie 

Karmathians, 516. 
Salmanaraih, Motailem's phyftcian, 178. 
Samamites, their origin, ^0^ They feize Chdrafiui and 

the other territories of the Soilarites, ibid. 
Sama&atr, foundation di that duf bjr MoatSaa, 165. U 
. no longer die Caliph^s fee, 260. 

SaaACENs of Africa, independant on the Qaliph of Bj^dat, 
« make an imiption on the eoaih of Greece, and feixe the 

tfiesof Crete and Sicily, 139. They feisoe Meffina, 186. 
SoHBtx Kai AT, aAion by whidi he gftins the Caliph's good 

will, 304. How heobllget a »(A&mm^ pay a debt he 

owed to a tradefinan of Bagdat, 30^. 
SiMA, chief of the Turkiih troops, joins in a plot againfl Ca* 

her, 358. 
Sim Air, governor of Al^^po, k purfeed and killed by Ahmel^ 

265. 
SiiTAMnifee atwolt in Chon6n, and is defeated^ 2i« 
Si ROBS dethrones Chofioes hit fiidier, 226, note. 
teiTFAKiTiSyWhv <b called, 258, note* Tiieend4}f theiir 

Dynafby* wlach is ncpbced by the Sa wa iii ^rf , 306. 
SeaiMAv veoewe^ Abdpllidi his brodier in n^brah, 12* 

' T, 

• ■ \ 

TAgr ABi, fen of Bankial, puts himfelf at ^ head of 
the TnHts to force an entrance into the Caliph's pa- 
B, 253. 

Tahakip difeovers to Caher the ooofevacy femed agunfl 
hiia,333. CioesonaflielfiigetotheiBniSyofSaidfinosithc 
Caliph, ibid. 

Taciddik, wiiatheiays tnrdationtoNknion, 153. 

TBAaer sbn Koaa a, a learned Araibian, ids wotksf 30^^ 

«^Aiica oomnaads Manwifa ti^oops »pinft the Calq>h^5 
army, 100. Sends him the head of tbe Call's general^ 
I02. Joins Harthamath, and takes Hamadan^ 104. Takes 

. Bag- 
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Bftgdat, 107. Befleges the place to which Amin had re* 
tiredy ibid. His jeaioafyj becanfe Amin had treate4 with 
liarthatnathy i od. He orders that Amin fhould' be ilaln, i 09. 
Is appointed by Mamon hereditary governor of Chorafan, 
113. Perforaxs the ceremony of t^e aflbciating RIzta to 
ijne empire^ 1 17. Sets up as a fovereign in Chorafan, 1^4. 
Hisdeathy 125. 
Thabeh, lait prince of the Sofiarites^ 309. 
Thaherzans, commencement of their Dynafty in Choraian, 

125. That Dynafty deilroyed by the Soiftrites, 258. 
Theophilus becomes emperor of Confbntinople, 148. It 
defeated by'theSaracens, 15.6. Makes an iroad on their 
territories, 171. His troops are defeated, 172. He makes 
« frefh irruption, 174. His death, 177. 
TmolOnites, beginmng of their Dynafty, 263. End there- 
of, 314. 
Thomas leaves. Conftantinople, and takes ihelter at Bagdai^ 
1 29. IPrevaals on the Cali^ to deblare war againfi: the 
. Greeks, ibid. ^, Obtains a body of troops, ni. Motives 
which indttced'Thomas to caufe that war, ibid. Succefi 
of his expedition, 132. He aflumes the title of emperor, 
ibid. Beiieges Con&ntinople, but without fuccefs, 133, 
Renews the fie^, 134. Is like to be betrayed by fonic 
deferter 8, ibid* His fleet is burned, 13^. He is defeated bv 
the Bulgarians, 136^ His camp is ibrmed, 137. He u 
abandoned by theMuflnlmen, and given up to the empe^ 
ror, wlio puts him to death, ibid. 
Turks, Motaffem raifcs a body of Turks, who commit great 
diforders in Bagdat, 162. They caufe Motawakel to be 
acknowledged Caliph, 191. They murmur for want of . 
pay, 207. They affume a right of proclaiming the Ca- 
Bph, 217. Meanures they take to maintain it, 219. They 
compel Montaifer to prevail on his two brothers to renounce 
the Caliphate, 22 1 .• They give die Caliphate to Moil^n, 
230. They raife a fedition, 233. They dethrone Mof- 
tain, and iet up Motaz in his ftead, 237. They revolt, 
243. They flay Motaz, 247. They chufe Mothadi to be 
CaHph, 249. Violence they commit againft that Caliph, 
253. They givcthe Caliphate to Motamed^ 255. De- 
flrttftkmof thdrt>ower, 856. 
Turks, their irruption into Mawaralnahar, where they are 
cut in pieces, 314. 

W. 

WALiD-At-MAG&EBi defeats the revolted Turks, 245. 
Wassif, Gomnumder of the Turkifh corps calls a 
council of the grandees, and prevails on them to give the 

Call- 
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. Caliphate to Motawakel,,ioi. Is difcontented with the 
Caliph, 2og. Forms a dciign, together with Mont^fler, 
of aflaflxnating him, 210. His quarrel with Bagher, 233. 
He flies to Bagdat, 23 c. Mouz confers great employ xnents 
on him, 241, He is killed, 242. 

Wathek, fon of Motaflem, is proclaimed Caliph, iSz 
Declares in favourof the Motazeli, 183. Is informed of a 
plot againft him, 184. Punifhes the ringleader of it, 18.5. 
Makes an exchange of prifoners, 186. Extraordinary 
manner in which he is cured of the dropfy, 188. His 
deathy 189. Sulogium, 190. . 

2. 

ZAcARwiAa becomes chief of the Karmathians, 300. 
Makes an irruption into Syria, 312. Lofes a batde, in 
which he is killed, ibid. 

'Z AIR AC, commander, of the palace guard, joins in a conipi- 
racy againft Caher, 352. 

Zecroune, chief of the Karmathians, . beats the Caliph's 
troops, and plunders many towns in Syria, 315. Is de- 
feated by Jofeph, 316. Plunders a caravan, ibid. Is taken 

\ prifoner in a fight, and dies of a wound he .received in the 

, adlion, 317. . 

\ Zbmzem (the well of) is polluted bv the Karmathians, 333. 

Zendians, known by the name of tne Albigenfes, their aoc- 
trine, 49. They are difperfed, ibid. They caufe troubles 
in Perfia, 87. 

ZiADAT Allah, laft prince of the Aglabltes, 349. 

ZiNGHiAKs, a new ie6t that arofe amongft the MufTulmen, 
256. Fix themfelves in the country of Baforah and 
Cufah, 257. Defeat the Caliph*s troops, ibid. Enter 
into a treaty, 258. Are deftroyed, 269. 

Zo£, guardian of Conftantine Porphyroj;enetes, 322. 



End of the Third Volujvie. 



